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which powhavei in ſo many 
kind inſtances namik 

to me, ſinee | providence 
has caſt my lot among you, may, 
1 A 2 very 


ig. > DEDICATION. 


n b — — 


SET 


very probably, have prevail d on vou i 


to entertain too favourable an opi- 
nion of this plain diſcourſ 


gt eve te 


T am not without hope, that a proſ- 
pe& of ſome real ſervice to the in- 
tereſt of religion, in this ſad time of 


corru ption and apoſtacy, was the 


governing motive that engag d you 


to preſs for its publication. And 
therefore, tho this addreſs is by no 
means intended to make you anſwer- 
able for its defects; yet there could 
remain no doubt with me, to whom 


it ſhould be inſcribed. 


Ir, with all its imperfections, it 
may be happily inſtrumental to an- 


ſwer the good deſign of the worthy 


gentleman *, | who. eſtabliſhed this 


annual 3 of ſo awakening a 
providence; and may prove a means 


. | *. John Taylor. 


to 


Let 


Poe. 


= 


DEDICATION. »% 


to- promote any degree of refor- 


mation among us, both you and I 
ſhall. rejoice. | Let us, therefore be 
careful to ꝑut in practice ourſelves, 
what we ſo earneſtly recommend to 
others. I am ſure, you will not 
think it u nſeaſonable for me to put 


you in mind, that the tranquillity 


you at preſent enjoy, after the many 
diſtreſſing providences you have 
paſs d through, calls for ſome ſait- 
able returns. And it would be fad 
indeed, if inſtead of gratefully im- 
proving ſuch a favourable ſituation, | 
you ſhould ſink into an indolent and 
carnal frame; and, by this means, loſe 
the bleſſings which you have ſo often, 


and fo carneſtly ſought at the hand 


of the Lord. I bleſs God, I have 
good ground to hope better things. of 
you, my dear brethren ; tho'I ſpeak 
with a jealouſy, which, I hope, does 


not 
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wu DEDICATION. 


not altogether unbecome that ſtation, 
which obliges me to watch for your 
fouls, as one who muſt. e an ac- 
count. 3 1 8 


0 o p is my witneſs how r 
1 1 dede that you may be edified, 


and proſper in the power and purity 


of religion; that you may fill up 
your ſeveral ſtations, both in the 
church of God, and in the world, 


with great uſefulnefs; and that be- 
ing led fafely through all the dan- 
gers of life by the conduct of the 
re Spirit, and fupported, in all 

ies vieiffitudes, by his conſolations, 
you may at laſt inherit thoſe calm 
and peaceful regions, which are p 


Lamb; and in which the principles 
of grace, and the practiee of holi- 
neſs wil certainly terminate, 


Ir, 


chafed for you by the blood of the 


>. E + 


DEDICATION. vi 


Ir, to theſe happy purpoſes, any of 
my poor ſervices may contribute, it 

will be the gracious anſwer of the 
warmeſt wiſhes, and conſtant prayers 


of, 


Your moſt affeftionate Friend, 


and Servant, 


in the Goſpel of Chrifh, 


Joleph Stennett. - 
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Au os iv. 12. 


Prepare to meet thy Go p, 
3 O IIrael. : 


E meſſenger of God who 
ep delivered this awful ſummons 
= to the houſe of 1/rael, a lit- 
tle before their captivity, was 
of the tribe of Judab, and 
"JF call'd out to this work in a 
very extraordinary way : for 
he was, as he ſays himſelf, originally no pro- 
pbet, neither the ſon of a prophet, but a herd- 
man of Tekoah, and a gatherer of ſycamore - 
fruit. A perſon of very mean rank and 
= condition to be employ'd on ſo great an occa- 
fion, But, perhaps, it was the pleaſure of God, 
at a time when the pride of human reaſon 
* was ata great height, thus, in a very remark- 
able manner, by fooliſb things to confound the 
une; and by the things that were weak, baſe, 
= and contemptible, to confound thoſe that were 
mighty, that no fleſh ſhould glory in his pre- 
fence *, It was a choice that carried in it in- 
Amos vii. 14, d 2 Cor. i. , 28, 20. 
B . 


2 A SRRMON in commemoration 
deed a very proper rebuke to a nation which 
had ſo ill uſed the prophets who had been ſent 
to them before; many of whom had, on a 
temporal account, been of higher circum- 
ſtances, and a more polite education. Thus 
a plain herdman is appointed to deal roughly 
with a rebellious people, and to uſe them as 
the ine of Baſhan , who had ſo ungratefully 
flighted a more tender manner of addreſs. 
As he was firſt ſent with a terrible com- 
miſſion of divine wrath to the Gentile nations 


which bordered on Judah and Jſrael, and 


were for a long time their cruel oppreſſors; 


ſo one would have thought, that the meſſages 
he had to deliver to his own countrymen 
ſhould have been attended to with ſome good 


degree of ſeriouſneſs and candour : but the 
contrary is too evident, and from his own ac- 


count of the matter, it appears that he met 
with no better uſage than his predeceſ- 
ſors. Though his figures are generally bor- 
rowed from a plain country life, and his own 
ruſtic employments ; yet they are ſo ſtrong, 
his images ſo lively, ſo well adapted to the 
deſign in view, and illuſtrated in fuch a man- 
ner, as, together with the faithfulneſs and 
courage of the prophet, even within the walls 
of a prince's palace 4, did not a little confirm 
the truth of his miſſion from heaven, and the 
aſſiſtance he had from thence. ah 
 Havins in the context, in a moſt awake- 
ning manner, repreſented to the tribes of  T-ael 
— JL CC _ 
their 


of the great ſtorm in 1703. 3 
their crimes, and the judgments with which 
they had been viſited for their iniquities, and 
which had not been productive of that repen- 
tance and reformation as might have been rea- 
ſonably expected; he proceeds, in the words 
before us, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to re- 
quire this ſinful nation to prepare for a dread- 
ful interyew with that God whom they had 
ſo often and ſo greatly affronted, and who was 
ſhortly coming forth in a way more terrible 
than any in which he had yet appeared. 
Prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael. A ſhort 


word, but full of every thing that is impor- 


tant and tremendous! | ſhall therefore, 


I. ENQuiRE to whom this awful admo- 
nition was ſent. + a 


II. Gry you ſome account of the cir- 
cumſtances of this people at the time when 
they received it. 125 


III. Or EN the admonition itſelf. And, 


IV. IN the laſt place, I ſhall attempt to 
make ſome improvement of theſe things, by 
applying them to our own circumſtances, and 
the anniverſary occaſion of this day. _ 


I. IAM to enquire to whom this awful 
admonition was ſent. Hh | 

AND. the text informs us it was to Mael, 
a name that was given by God himſelf to the 
patriarch Jacob on a very extraordinary oc- 


B 2 caſion, 
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caſion *, when he had wreſtled with him? 

and as a prince had prevailed; and fo his 

th _ deſcendants were all called the children of 7 

91 rael : they inherited their father's name, and, 

as the apoſtle expreſſes it, were 1/rael after the 

Feſh t. And thus, | ; 

1. Ty1s name very often in ſcripture” in= 

{ cludes the whole twelve tribes of the Fewifh b 
nation s. But, | \ 

2. IT is alſo frequently limited to the ten 

tribes which revolted from the houſe of Da- X 

vid in the time of. Rehoboam, and erected a 

kingdom at Samariab, which continued till, 

for their fins, they were deliver'd up into the 

hands of . Shalmaneſer, and carried captive in- 

to Aſyria. Thus it was uſed to denominate 

theſe tribes, in contradiſtinction to thoſe of 

Judab and Benjamin, which remained under 

the government of the poſterity of David, 

and were called by the name of Judah. Again, 

3. As the only viſible church of God was 

to be found among the poſterity of Jacob, 

who were the people which God had in a 

very peculiar and extraordinary manner ſet 

apart. for himſelf *, as they had the divine 

. oracles ', the covenant, and the promiſes ; ſo 

the name of 1/-ae/ is often uſed in ſcripture to 

ſignify the viſible church of God, or that body 

of people which profeſſed the true religion, 


5 3 
5-4 5 


e Gen. xxxii. 28, i 2 Kings xviii. 
f x Cor. x. 18. k Amos iii. 2. 
| Exod. xix. 3., Rom. iii. 2. 


4+ IT 


IT is alſo ſometimes confin'd to the ſaints, 
the choſen of God, who are partakers of a 


and are the true 1/rael of God n: thoſe who 
are redeem'd by the blood of Jeſus, deliver'd 
from a worſe than Egyptian bondage; the 
little handful of true believers who, in the 
midſt of a profane world, and a multitude of 


carnal 2 live by faith, and, as 1/rael- 


ites indeed, ſhew their faith by their ſincere, 
their conſtant, and univerſal obedience ; whoſe 
bread is given them, and whoſe waters are ſure® ; 
who are lead ſafely through the wilderneſs of 


this world, and at laſt enter into that reſt which 


remains for the people of God ”. Theſe are thoſe 
concerning whom the apoſtle Paul ſpeaks by 
way of diſtinction, when he ſays, they are not 


all Iſrael, which are of Iſrael a. C 


of the great florm in T1703. 8 


real, inward, and ſpiritual relation to him, 


IT evidently appears from the context, 


that in this place the ten tribes as a nation is 
intended; for the diſtinction is kept up be- 
tween Judab and Tjrael in the title of this 
prophecy, wiz. the words of Amos which he 


Jaw concerning Iſrael, in the days of Uzziah 


king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam 
king of Iſrael", And in the beginning of the 
chapter of which the text is a part, the 
prophet addreſſes himſelf to them under the 
character of the kine of Baſhan, that were in 


the mountain of Samaria, who came to Bethel, 


m Gal. vi. 16. y Heb. iv. 9. 
" 1 i. 47. 4 Rom. ix. 6. 
* XXX111, 16. * Amos i. 1. 


ond. 
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and tranſgreſsd, and multiplied their tranſ- 
greſſions at Gilgal . But the conſidering this as 
a national character, doth not at all hinder 
the view the prophet might have by this name 
to remind them of their profeſſion of the 
true religion, eſpecially as that profeſſion was 
national, however it had been polluted by 


the corruptions introduc'd by Feroboam the 


ſon of Nebat, who is fo often charg'd in ſcrip- 
ture with having made Iſrael to ſin. Nor muſt 
wie neglect the regard which, I think, he may 
be ſuppos'd to have had by this title to thoſe 
Ifraelites indeed, which yet remain'd among 


this very corrupt people. For no doubt ſome 


few among them, notwithſtanding the com- 
mon defection, truly believed in God, and 
ſincerely adheared to him. And this leads 
me, 


II. To give you ſome account of the cir- 
cumſtances of this people at the time when 


this awakening meſſage was ſent to them. 


And, 
1. THEY were greatly indebted to heaven 
for favours of every kind, and at this time 
they were in the enjoyment of more than 
ordinary outward proſperity. God had at firſt 
choſen them as the objects of his 
they were of that family he had Mmown, and 
which, by a variety of glorious privileges, he had 
diſtinguiſh'd from all the families of the earth*. 
Beſides the many falvations of which they had 


f Amos iv. 1, 4, t Chap. iii. 2. = 
| | en 
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/ the great florm in 1703. 7 
been partakers in common with Fudab, be- 
fore their ſeparation from that tribe, they had 
been deliver'd from the ſlavery threaten d by 
3 Rhehoboam ; they had likewiſe been made by | 
the divine providence happily ſucceſsful in 
their wars with the Syr:ans*, the Moabites , 
and other Gentile nations round about them*. 
Fehoaſh, the father of their preſent king, had 
been the inſtrument in the hand of God, to 
deliver them from the ambitious deſigns of 
Amaziah king of Judah ; who, fluſh'd with 
his ſucceſſes againſt the Edomites, ſent an in- 
ſolent challenge to the king of 1/rael : a battle 
accordingly enfued, and 1/ael obtained a 
complete victory, in which they took the king 
of Judah priſoner, march'd up to Feruſalem, 
made a breach in the walls, at which they en- 
tered and plundered the city, and then re- 
turn'd home laden with the richeſt ſpoils”, 
And at the beginning of the preſent reign, 
when they were in great diſtreſs, God faw 
their affliction, and deliver'd them by the 
| hand of Feroboam, who recover'd a confide- 
rable part of the country which the neigh- 
bouring nations had taken from Judah] and 
added it to the portion of HMrael . Having 
thus check'd the pride of Fadeh, humbled 
the heathen nations round about them, en- 
* larg'd their own borders, and ſettled a firm 
peace with all their neighbours, 1/ael enjoy d 


uy Kings xx. * Ch. xiii, 
2 Kings vii, Y Ch. xiv, 
„Ch. iii. Ver. 25, all. 26 
; through 
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through the remainder of this reign, which was 
a very long one, a profound tranquillity. I 
They at down under their vines and their fig- T7 
trees, and there was none to make them afraid . 1 
And in the full enjoyment of all this proſ- 
perity, what might have been reaſonably ex- 3 
pected from them? Surely that, as they had 1 
obtain'd theſe happy circumſtances by the 1 
kind interpoſition of providence in their favour, 
they ſhould have diſcovered ſome grateful  * 
ſenſe of the divine goodneſs, and return'd to that : 
God, who had ſo often, and ſo remarkably q 
ſhewn himſelf to be the God of Mrael, and 
was now loading them with loving-kindneſs. 
But, alas! the caſe was far otherwiſe. For, 
2. THERE was ſcarce ever found among 
them, or any other nation, a greater degree of 
ravity and wickedneſs than at this time, 9 
They were ſo exceedingly corrupted in their 9 
principles, that 1/azah ſays, they calld evil 1 
good, and good evil; they put darkneſs for hight, N 
and light for darkneſs. Such was the pride of 
their carnal reaſon that they were wiſe in 
their own eyes, and prudent in their own fight ©, 
Many of them perhaps then thought that the 
religion of nature was ſufficient, and fo they 
threw contempt on divine revelation ; and, as* 
the ſame prophet expreſſes it, they caſt away 
the low of the Lord of hoſts, and deſpiſed the 
word of the Holy One of Ifrael®, And fo in 
the midſt of all their boaſt of wiſdom, God 
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| ; gave 


| of the great ftorm in 170g. 9 
gave them up to blindneſs of mind, and hard- 
neſs of heart. They were grown weary 

any ſerious regard to religious ſeaſons, and 
were ugd to ſay, when will the new moon be 
gone, that wwe may ſell corn; and the ſabbath, 
that we may ſet forth wheat © Beſides that mix- 
ture of idolatry and ſuperſtition, which was in- 
troduced into the worſhip of God by Feroboam 
the ſon of Nebat, for reaſons of ſtate, and 
for the ſame reaſons, through ſo many ſucceed- 
ing reigns, moſt ſinfully continued; the pro- 
phets charge them with many ſtrange acts of 
profaneneſs that attended their worſhip. They 
laid themſelves down upon cloaths laid to pledge, 
by every altar; and they drank the wine of the 
condemn'd in the houſe of their God f As 
impiety towards God roſe to this ſcandalous 
height amongſt them, ſo they perpetrated 
all ſorts of unrighteouſneſs and violence to- 
wards one another. They made the ephab ſinall, 
and the ſhekel great, falhifying the balances by 
deceit :. The Lord looked for judgment, ſays one 
of the prophets of that time, but behold oppreſ- 
ion; for righteouſneſs, but behold a cry". The 
wicked are juſtified for reward, and the rigb- 
feouſneſs of the righteous is taken away from 
him, Iis alſo a fad repreſentation which the 
prophets have left upon record of their pride 
and luxury, and the general diſſoluteneſs of 


Amos viii. 5. Þ Tfaiah v. 7. 
f Chap, ii. 8. | Ver. 23. 
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their manners. 'They not only added drunk- 
enneſs to their thirſt, but they roſe up early in 
the morning to follow ſtrong drink; they con- 


 tinuedtill night, till wine inflamed them k. In- 


ſtead of mourning for their ſins, and hum- 
bling their fouls before God, they devoted 
themſelves to wantonneſs and pleaſure. They 
had the harp, and the viol, and the tabret and 
pipe, and wine in their feaſts; 3 but they regarded 
not the work of the Lord, neither confider'd 


the operation of his hands', All forts of un- 


cleanneſs were practiſed among them, even 
ſuch as were of the moſt horrid and brutal 
kind. By ſwearing and lying, and killing and 


ſtealing, and committing adultery, they broke 


out, and blood touched blood w. Their ini- 
uities were not only very great, but were 
Bud every where, and among men of all 
ranks. Their princes and great men were de- 
fild with all forts of wickedneſs; they tempted 
their king to iniquity, and to ſtretch forth 
his hand with ſcorners vn. Many of thoſe 
to whom the adminiſtration of juſtice was 
committed, turn'd it into wormwood ®, They 


ſtor d up violence and robbery in their palaces ; 
they afflicted the juſt, and took a bribe, and turnd. 


afide the poor in the gate from their ri gb J. The 


prieſts alſo were exceedingly corrupt, both in 


their principles, and their morals. They were 


* 8 . N _ v. 7. 

1 Ver. 12. . P Chap. iii. Io. 
m Hol. iv. 2. 8 

* Chap. vii. 5. | 


unwilling, 
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of the great ſlorm in 1703. It 
unwilling, as well as uncapable, to teach the 
people themſelves, and they oppos'd and per- 
ſecuted them who did; as is evident in the caſe 
of our prophet Amos*. Thus they were, /ike 
= people, like prieft®, Through the ignorance 
and wickedneſs of their teachers, the people 
periſb'd for lack of knowledge *, and the people 
* tHv'd to have it jo”. They were pleas d with 
'* thoſe that daubed with untempered mortar, and 
* /ewed pillows under their arms; but tho their 
iniquities abounded, they hated rebuke. They 
ave the Nazarites <vint to drink, and com- | 
 manded the prophets, ſaying, propheſy not *. 
3. In theſe ſinful and deplorable circum- 
ſtances, God did not fail to give 1/rael frequent, 
aand ſuitable notices of his diſpleaſure. He 
= 4/ent his ſervants to admonith them, r:/ing up 
= -early and ſending tbem. The prophet Jſaiab 
had his commiſſion at this time, and was 
XZ furniſh'd with a moſt plentiful effuſion of the 
Spirit. Hoſea was directed to ſet their fins in 
order before them, and to repreſent the dan- 
ger to which they were expos d, in the ſtrong- 
e.̃ſt light, The prophet, from whoſe warn- 
* ings I have taken the words of the text, dealt 
with the people, of all conditions amon 
them, with the greateſt faithfulneſs. He ſet 
before them the ſad effects of their ſins in for- 
mer times: He ſhew'd them from what ſource 


r Amosvii. wv Ezek. xxii. 28. 
ſ Hol, iv. 9. * Amos ii. 12, 
. © Far. 6. — "Jer Vih 206 


Y Jer. . l. 
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all their afflictions ſprang, and from whence, 
they always had their ſalvations: He moſt 


_ affectionately exhorted them to repentance 


and reformation; and ſupported his advice 
with motives drawn from the goodneſs 


and mercy of God, from their many paſt expe- 
riences of his compaſſion, and from the moſt 


encouraging promiſes of his continued favour, 
in caſe of their compliance. In a word, he 
threatened them with a variety of dreadful 
judgments, if they perſiſted in their obſti- 


nacy; and at laſt, in expreſs words, acquaint- 


ed them with the approach of that utter 


deſolation, which was ſoon after the deplo- 
rable conſequence of their impenitency . No 
dangers, to which he was expos'd, could pre- 
vent him from entring the very palace of the 
king, and declaring his meſſage in the ears of 
the court, And when Amazzab, the prieſt of 


the houſhold, inſtead of encouraging the 


faithfulneſs of the prophet, tried all the influ- 
ence of flatteries and threats to prevent him 
from the diſcharge of his duty ; he bravely 
ſtood his ground, and fear'd not to let him 
know, that, as he had ſo baſely proſtituted his 
office, a peculiar portion of the divine ven- 
geance would be poured out upon him and 
his family, as the reward of his wickedneſs, in 


the approaching day of the general calamity *. 
But notwithſtanding all theſe faithful warnings, 


I/rael ſtill went on in fin. Sometimes they 
were brought into ſtreights and difficulties, and 
Amos v. 27. * Chap, vii, 


they 
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of the great ſtorm in 1703. 13 
they no ſooner cried unto the Lord, but they 
were deliver'd. But then, alas! as the pro- 
phet Hoſea obſerves, 1/rael forgot their maker 
and their redeemer, and built them temples, and 
Judah multiplied fenced cities*, The latter aſ- 
cribing their ſucceſs to their own policy and 


valour, while the former attributed it to the aſ- 


ſiſtance of their falſe gods. Indeed the ingra- 
titude of this nation was ſuch, as can hardly be 
parallel'd by any other; it were greatly to be 
wiſh'dthat there were not ſomething too much 
like it in our own. The prophet 1/aiab repreſents 
it in a very lively manner, under the parable of 
a vineyard, in the fifth chapter of his prophecy; 
where, I think, the ſad reſemblance may be 
too plainly diſcovered. God ſometimes tried 
them with the gentler tokens of his diſpleaſure, 
and at other times he contended with them 
by thoſe that were more ſevere. He viſited them 
with blaſting, and with mildew, with famine, 
with peſtilence, and with the ſword, and ſome 


of them he overthrew as Sodom and Go- 


morrah*. The ſpecial judgment inflicted on 
the king of Judah for his profaneneſs, and 
thedreadful earthquake which ſhook the whole 
land, and ſoon followed the contempt caſt on 
this prophet , one would have thought, ſhou'd 
have awaken'd them from their ſecurity. But 

alas! when they return d, it was not to the Moſt 
High*, nor did they ſeek him for all this. V 


fed on the wind, and followed after the eaft- 


> Hol, viii. 14, 4 Amos i. 1. 
Amos iv. * Hol, vii. 16. 
OT. wind; 
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wind; they made a covenant with the Aſſyrians, 


and oil was carried into Egypt . They ſin'd 


{till more and more, and grew ſo impudent in 
ſinning, that it might truly be ſaid of them, as 
it was of Fudah and Feruſalem, their tongue 
and their doings were againſt the Lord, to pro- 
woke the eyes of his glory; the ſhew of their 
countenance witneſs d againſt them, and they de- 
clared their fin as Sodom, and hid it not s. Thoſe 
who paid any regard to religion, for the moſt 
part, reſted in the mere outward and cere- 
monial form, to the great neglect of morality. 
A behaviour of which the Lord had often de- 
clar'd his abhorrence. I hate, ſays he, I deſpiſe 
your feaſt days, and I will not ſmell in your ſo- 
lemn aſſemblies. Tho ye offer me burnt-offerings, 
and your meat-offerings, I will not accept them; 
neither will I regard the peace-offerings of your 


fat beaſts. Take thou away from me the voice of 


thy fongs ; for I will not bear the melody of thy 
vols. But let judgment run down as waters, 
and righteouſneſs as a mighty ſtream *, 
Sou few among them, indeed, had juſt 
apprehenſions concerning the natural conſe- 
uences of theſe things, and were deeply af- 
fected with the expectation of thoſe judgments, 


with which they were threaten'd by the pro- 


phets, and which at this time hung over their 
country. But the generality of thoſe that even 
receiv'd ſome impreſſions of theſe things, put 
far away the evil day, and caus'd the ſeat of vio- 


f Hol. x11. 1. h Amos v. 21-24. 
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X lence to come near; they lay upon their beds of 
| zvory, and ftretch'd themſelves on their couches, 
and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves 
out of the midſt of the ſtall ; they chaunted to the 
found of the viol, and invented to themſelves in- 
ruments of mufick, like David; they drank wine 
in bowls, and anointed themſelves with the chief 
= ointments: but they were not grieved for the af- 
= #i#ions of Joſeph. To ſum up this fad ac- 
XZ count of the iniquities of Mrael, in the words of 
the prophet Amos, ſo great, ſo numerous, and 
ſo aggravated were their tranſgreſſions, that 
the Lord was preſs d under them, as a cart is 
preſs'd that is full of ſheaves k. ; 

In theſe circumſtances was this unhappy 
nation, when the Lord was pleas'd to ſend them 
the dreadful meſſage contain'd in our text. 1 
ſhall proceed therefore, 


3 III. To open the admonition itſelf. 
 Anvitisaddreſsd to them, you ſee, in the 
moſt pathetick manner: Prepare to meet thy 
God, O Iſrael. The note of attention us'd on 
this occaſion was deſigned, no doubt, to awaken 
in their minds the ſtricteſt regard to a meſſage 
of ſo much importance; to give a ſharper 
point to the rebuke it contain d; and, perhaps, 
to expreſs the compaſſion with which the pro- 
phet was affected, not to ſay the bowels of 
God himſelf, at the foreſight of that impending 
ruin, which wou'd be the certain conſequence 


© Amos vi, 36. k Chap. . 5 


of 
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of the dreadful interview to cn UK were 
ſummon'd. „„ SS nts: 

As to the ſummons itſelf. 

FiRsrT, it is underſtood by ſome, in an ironi- 
cal way, as a contemptuous defiance of theſe 
wicked, vain, and ſtubborn people, in the ful- 
neſs of all their proſperity in ſin, to get them- 
ſelves ready for a diſpute with the Almighty. 
God, it ſeems, was coming forth in his wrath ;_ 
and he invites Hrael, who had ſo often abus d 
his mercy, and deſpis d his judgments, to col- 
lect all their ſtrength, to come and meet him, 
and try the iſſue, And if we take the words 
in this ſenſe, what dreadful ideas do they fur- 
niſh us with? For, Es 
(.I.) Tun were to conſider his character 

whom they were challeng'd to meet, and with 

whom they were to have this conflict. And 
who was it ? but, | 

1. Gop himſelf, the great creator of all 
things, and the upholder of every being. A 
God of ſuch infinite and tremendous majeſty 
and power, that the nations are before him as 
the drop of a bucket, and are counted as the 


ſmall duſt of the balance! : To whoſe power, 
when that of all the kingdoms of the earth is 


oppos'd, it is nothing, yea leſs than nothing, and YZ 
vanity n. A God, whoſe eyes are as a flame of 


fire, and who ſearches the heart and reins a; 
who can in an inſtant of time, if he pleaſes, 


| Iſaiah xl. 15. Rev. ii, 18. 
r 17. : 


command 
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command all nature to be ſubſervient to the 
deſigns of his wrath, or, with one breatli of 
his own mouth, blaſt the deepeft ſchemes of 
policy that men and devils can contrive, and 
overthrow all the forces they can bring to- 
gether. They were challenged to meet that 
God, who had driven an hoſt of rebellious 
angels out of heaven, had caſt them into an 
infernal priſon, and there bound them in chains 
againſt the day of his judgment; who had 
drowned a world in the flood of his vengeance, 
and had pour'd down fire and deſolation from 
heaven on the cities of the plain. They knew, 
their fathers had told them, and the ſacred 
ſcriptures had recorded, the folly of contend- 
ing with heaven. And as by many a dread- 
example among their enemies in Egypt and 
in Canaan, and by many an inſtance a- 
mong themſelves alſo, they had found the 

advantage of having God on their fide, 6 
they had been terribly taught the danger of 
meeting him as an enemy. If indeed they had 

been challeng'd to meet the Syrian, or the Phi- 

liſtine, their enemies of Edom, or of Moab, 
either ſeparate, or with their forces united to- 
gether ; or if they had been call'd to defend 
themſelves againſt the inroads of their brethren 
of Judab and Benjamin; having God on their 
ſide, they might have hoped for ſucceſs, tho 
their ſtrength and numbers were never ſo un- 
equal: nay, tho infernal legions were to have 
encamped againſt them, in that caſe they had 
little to fear, But their great and powerful 
1 D friend 
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friend is now become their enemy, and 
they are not to enter into a conflict with 
men like themſelves, 'or created ſpirits on- 
ly, but with the great Jehovah; a God of 
perfect juſtice and holineſs, and ſtrictly jea- 
lous of the glory of his own name; a God 
whom they had affronted with a great variety 
of moſt aggravated offences. His indignation 
was juſtly ſtirred up; and if the wrath of a 
king be as the roaring of a lion, what muſt his 
indignation be, who is 4 conſuming fire? ? who 
kills, and who nales alive; neither is there an 
who can deliver out of his hand". F he whets 
his glittering ſibord, and his hand takes hold on 
judgment, he will render vengeance to his enemies, 
and will reward them that hate him*. With 
what majeſtic terror doth the prophet Nabum 
_ deſcribe the divine anger: God is jealous, and 
the Lord revengeth ; the Lord revengeth, and is 
furious ; the Lord will take vengeance on his ad- 
ver/aries, and he reſerveth wrath for his ene- 
mies. The Lord is flow to anger, and great in 
wer, and will not at all acquit the wicked. 
The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind, and 
in the florm, and the clouds are the duſt of his 
feet. He rebuketh the ſea, and maketh it dry, 
and drieth up all the rivers, Baſhan 1 i 
eth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon lan- 
guiſbeth. The mountains quake at him, and the 
Bill melt, and the earth is burnt at bis preſence ; 


Prev. xix. 12. Iſa. xliii. 13. 


Deut. iv, 24. r Deut. xxxii. 41. 
7 1 Sam. il, 6. 
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yea, the world and all that dwell therein, who 
can ſtand before his indignation ? and who can 

abide in the fierceneſs of his anger ©? But then, 

2. Tus terror of the ſummons will be ſtill 
more aggravated, when we conſider that they 
are required to meet this tremendous Being, as 

| their God. Prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael. 

Tx nearer the relation is, in which we 
ſtand, to any of our fellow-creatures, the more 
is their approbation to be regarded, according to 

the laws of nature, and the more are their re- 
ſentments to be feared. The anger of an 
abus'd friend is often more terrible than that of 

a a profeſs'd enemy; the wrath of a brother is 

as the bars of acaſile *; and that of an indul- 
gent parent, when thoroughly provok'd, is 
more to be fear d than either. SubeQts, that ,4 
without provocation, have taken up arms againſt. 

a good king and their rightful ſovereign, who 
has always made juſtice and mercy the mea- 
ſures of his government, have more to fear 
from his righteous reſentments, than from thge 
rage of any foreign prince whom they have op- 
pos d. It was a dangerous thing for any na- 
tion to meet God in his wrath, who raiſeth up 
all the kings of the earth, and caſteth them 
down, and diſpoſeth of all nations at his plea - 
ſure, But then it muſt be much more ſo to 
1jrael, becauſe they had been the people of 
his peculiar choice; he had not only given 
them a rich plenty of the common bleſſings of 

life, but he had favour'd them with his ſpecial _ 
Nah. i. 2---6, u Prov. xviii, 19. - 

= = 8 preſence, 
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preſence, had bleſs'd them with the oracles of 
>. .falvation, had ſent his prophets among them, 
and had given them of his Holy Spirit. He 
had been @ wall of fire round about them, and a 
hry in the midſt of them.“ He had been the 
Field of their help, and the ſword of their excel- 
lency, and had made them tread upon the high 
places of their enemies x. God had taken on 
im the endearing character of their father; 
he had choſen T/rael for his portion, and Jacob 
fer the lot of his inheritance". Surely, theſe 
conſiderations greatly heightened their danger, 
and when all theſe endearing characters are re- 
vers d; the gracious prince, the father, and 
the friend; how dreadful muſt the meeting 
be? Nay, God is pleaſed, by his prophets, to 
make uſe of the conjugal relation, to repreſent 
his love and goodneſs to them, and their maker 
condeſcends to call himſelf zhe:r husband . And 
if ;ealoufy be the rage of a man *, how dreadful 
mult that of the Lord of Hoſts be? But this 
brings me 1 
(2.) To conſider the interview itſelf, to which 
Tract is challeng'd, as it is expreſs'd in the 
text; namely, to meet their God in his terrible 
wrath. 7200 od oe i 
Trey had forſaken the Lord, and turn'd 
their backs upon their God ; but now they muſt 
meet him. After former miſcarriages, when 
there was hope concerning them, they were 


Eechl. ii. 5. 85 © Iſaiah liv. gelt dvit.. 
Heut. xkxiii. 29 Prox. vi. 44. 


7 Chap. xxxii. 9. 435 | "Ip 
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admoniſh'd by the prophets to ſeek him, vuhile 
he might be = and to call upon him while he 
was near b. When the Lord had withdrawn 
himſelf from them, on account of their 
ſins, they were advis d to follow hard after 
him, and give him no reſt till he turm d again © to 
ſhew them mercy : and they hadoften found, by 
happy experience, that when they attended to 
this advice, and in an humble way drew nigh 
unto God, he had always manifeſted-a gra- 
cious readineſs to meet them with forgiveneſs 
and bleſſing. But, alas! now he comes travel- 
ling in the greatneſs of his firength *, to meet 
and diſpute the point with Iſrael. They can- 
not fly, neither be hid from his preſence, nor 
any way eſcape the conflict. And indeed the 
prophet ſeems to intimate, that ſuch was their 
impudence in ſin, that they had boldneſs 
enough to venture on the diſpute. They were 
ready to ſay, let him make fpeed and hajlen his 
= work, that we may ſee it; and let the counſel of 
The Holy One of Iſrael draw nigh and come, that 
= we may know ite. [ary 

WELL ---- the interview draws on. God is 
coming forward in the terrors of his majeſty, 
and 1/rael muſt meet him. He had often ſent 
his ſervants, the prophets, with ſuch fearful 
meſſages as had made the ſtouteſt hearts among 
them tremble. He had often diſputed with 
themat ſecond hand, and he had always been 


d Iſaiah Iv. 6. 4 Ifaiah Ixiii. x, | 
* Chap, Ixii, 7, e Chap. v. 19. 
Mich. vii, 19. "Of 
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too hard for them. When God had pleaded 
with 1/ael by peſtilence, they had been ſwept 
away; when, by his direction, the ſword of 
their enemies was unſheathed they were always 
overcome; when the elements were appointed 
to maintain the quarrel of heaven, the fire had 
rag d with ſucceſs, and the water had over flowed 
the hiding-place: God had made the earth to 
tremble under their feet, and the air, which 
was otherwiſe wont to befriend their happy cli- 
mate with its gentle breezes, when awaken'd by 
his wrath, had been rais d into a tumultuous 
commotion, and the tempeſt, by a commiſſion 
from him, had laid their habitations in ruins. 
He had caus'd deſtruction to fall down upon 
them with the dew of heaven, and arm'd a 


worm with power enough to 101 a nation of 


their food, and ſpread a famine through the 
whole kin. But their caſe was now much 


worlſe ; for theſe judgments, how great ſoever, 


had been always hitherto attended with ſome 
mitigation, - and had been ſo check'd, as not to 
prove their total ruin, But now God would 
no longer diſpute with them at a diſtance, and 
with the leſſer difplays of his power, but 
he was determin'd to come forth againſt them 
himſelf, and contend with them to their utter 
deſtruction. Which brings me, 


(3.) To conſider the direction given to 1/rael, 


on this occaſion, to prepare, to make ready for 
the interview. _ 

AND indeed, in the ſenſe in which I am 
conlidering the words, this carries in it ſome- 
thing 
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thing peculiarly threatning. They are fore- 


9 | warn'd, that there might be no juſt pretence 
of ſurprize in the caſe; they are admoniſh'd 


to ſettle all their meaſures, and make ready 


for the attack; and when the great deciſive 
day comes on, they are challeng'd to exert all 
their ſtrength and {kill in the conteſt, And 
* after all, when power and policy prove unſuc- 
Z ceſsful, and they are overthrown in fight, and 
XZ taken captive in their rebellion, as they moſt 
certainly would; for *what is man, that is a 


worm, that he ſhould contend with his maker ; 


E | they are then advis d to get every argument 


ready, that they are capable of producing, 
why juſtice ſhould not take place with the ut- 


| moſt ſeverity. 


To ſum up the words, in this ſenſe, it is 


as if the prophet had faid: © O miſerable 


nation, the deſcendants indeed of great pro- 
genitors, the peculiar favourites of heaven ; 
but the degenerate offspring of ſuch pa- 
rents, and the ungrateful objects of ſuch 
care! Your fins have gone over your heads 
as a thick cloud, they have cried aloud for 
vengeance, and the meaſure of them is juſt 
full: you have ſinned againſt mercy and 
affliction, againſt all ſorts of counſels and 
warnings, againſt repeated vows, and many 
falvations. Know now, unhappy 1/-ael, 
that the Lord of Hoſts, that God, who is 
infinite in juſtice, as well as goodneſs, and 
who doth all things like himſelf, has de- 
f Job. xxv, 6, 
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termined to vifit your miquities with the 
moſt fearful marks of his righteous diſ- 
pleaſure. He, whoſe meſſengers have been 
affronted, whoſe lefler judgments have been 
deſpiſed, is coming forth himſelf out of his 
place to contend with you in his terrible 
power. Remember, Iſrael, that God is 
coming, againſt whom no weapon, in the 
end, ever proſper'd ; who, by the breath of 
his mouth hasdeſtroy'd many nations, which 
have riſen up againſt him, among the chil- 
dren of men; and has driven hoſts of 
angels out of heaven into immediate per- 
dition, as the reward of their rebellion. 
This great God, once your God, your gra- 
cious benefactor, your tender father, and your 
friend, but now your enrag'd enemy, is 
coming forth againſt you. The interview 
is fix'd, and cannot be avoided ; therefore 
get yourſelves ready, prepare to meet him, 
make yourſelves ſtrong for the fight, gird on 
your armour, put your troops in battle array, 
call in the aid of all your auxiliaries; and, 
re-inforc'd by fin and hell, take your wea- 
pons in your hands, join the battle, and then 
ſhall heaven and earth be witneſſes of the 
effects of your folly, and the fatal event of fo 
unequal a conteſt,” | 


Bur, as the words will bear another ſenſe, 


we muſt confider them in that light alſo, 
For, | | 


a kind warning to this ſinful people, to make 


SECONDLY, Some underſtand the text as 
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ready to meet the Lord in ſuch a temper and 
ſpirit, as was moſt ſuitable to their circums 
ſtances, and might happily be attended with 
pardon and acceptance. 

Tus 1/rael, as a nation, is admoniſhed to 
behave in ſuch a manner, as might be a 


5 means to prevent, the national judgment that 


was impending. And thoſe among them, who 


could claim a peculiar intereſt in God by faith, 


as their God, are eſpecially exhorted ſo to con- 
duct themſelves, that when the viſitation came, 
they might be ſpar'd, and pluck'd as brands 
out of the fire; or, however, be graciouſly ſup- 

rted under the general calamity, and com- 
forted with the believing view of their aſſured 
intereſt in eternal ſalvation. Faking the words 
in this ſenſe, it will not be/improper for me 
to ſhew you, in ſome particulars, how a people, 
in ſuch circumſtances; ſhould provide againſt 
ſo diſmal a day. And, | 

1. To be ſure it would be of great impor- 
tance for them to be ſuitably affected with their 
danger. If the minds of men were, on ſuch 
occaſions, impreſs'd with a proper ſenſe of the 
dignity and perfections of the divine nature, 
of their relation to God, and their obliga- 
tions to an entire ſubjection and conformi- 
ty to his will, theſe ſentiments would be na- 
turally attended with awful apprehenſions 
of a conteſt with him. But then, if they did 
but reflect, that they had affronted him in ſo 
many difterent ways, and with ſuch aggravated 
offences, as it appears 1/rael had, how muſt 
the terror increaſe ? They would then tremble 
E indeed 
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indeed at the approach of that God, who not 
only obſerves publick tranſgreſſions, but is 
witneſs to the moſt hidden iniquity of the 


heart: who is arm'd with power enough to in- 


flict a puniſhment equal to theguilt of the great- 


eſt offender, and can as eaſily pour out judg- 
ments on whole nations, as on private perſons ; 
whoſe patience and mercy indeed waits long on 
ſinful men, but whoſe wrath gathers ſtrength 
by delay ; and who has in all generations, fooner 
or later, ſhewn a fiery indignation againſt na- 
tional wickedneſs and impenitency. If men 
did but, in ſuch a caſe, review the many 
inſtances of a ſudden reckoning, to. which 
communities as well as private perſons have 
been call'd, and reflect, with what ſurprize 
deſtruction came upon them, and how unſuc- 
ceſsful all their attempts were to prevent it; 
theſe conſiderations would increaſe their fears. 
Again, 8 

2. IT would be happy for people, in ſuch 
circumſtances, if their ſenſe of danger were 
attended with a deep and ſpeedy humiliation 
for ſin, as the true cauſe of it. The dictates 
of right reaſon, as well as ſcripture, diſcover 
the propriety of ſuch a behaviour. For, be- 
fides the odious nature of fin itſelf, and its ex- 
ceeding offenſiveneſs to God, when it is con- 


ſider'd as the ſad cauſe of their danger, the 


principle of {elf-preſervation ſhould put men 


upon the moſt ſpeedy acknowledgment of 


that with which their hearts are ſo much af- 
fected. And thus they ſhou'd be deeply 
humbled before the Lord for the deteſta- 

1 


4 
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ble thing which he hates, and which they 
find is like to bring the greateſt miſchiefs on 
themſelves, their country, and their poſterity. 
A bare formal humiliation in this caſe will not 
fatisfy their own minds, much leſs will it be 
acceptable to the Lord, No, they will be 
convinced, that it is neceſſary to rend therr 


* hearts as well as their garments ®, or elſe all 


their acknowledgments will be vain, and of na 


effect. And then, 


3. THEIR repentance muſt be attended 
with a fincere and univerſal reformation. 
Without this, all pretences to ſorrow for fin 
will be of no uſe, but to aggravate the guilt 
of it. And it would be monſtrouſly abſurd, 
for any man to expect to meet the Lord 
with any degree of comfort, while he in- 
dulges that in his own practice, or rolls it as a 
{weet morſel under his tongue, which has given 


the offence. Nor muſt their attempts of refor- 


mation be perſonal only ; but what is begun 
by men in their own hearts and lives, muſt be 
diligently purſued in their families, among 
their neighbours, and as far as their influence 
reaches, And, 

4. THEY will then find it to be their duty, 
to pour out their ſenſe of fin and danger in the 
moſt fervent cries to the throne of grace. They 
ſhould give God no reſt day nor night, but 
plead with him inceſſantly for national as well 
as perſonal pardon, and that the vengeance 
he has ſo juſtly threaten'd, may be averted. 

d Joel ii. 13. : 
* Feryent, 
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Fervent, humble, united, and conſtant pray- 
er has, in this caſe (if I may ſo expreſs it) a kind 
of nee e with heaven itſelf i. But 
then, 
5. Tr1s muſt be all done in faith, 15 that 
only can afford the pleaſing proſpect of a fa- 
vourable anſwer. If men can come to God, 
believing in his power, his wiſdom, and his 
oodneſs; if they can come to him as to 
their God, and plead their intereſt in that co- 
venant, which is order'd in all things and 
ſure; if they can, upon good grounds, make 
mention of the righteouſneſs of the great me- 
diator, as their righteouſneſs, and plead their in- 
tereſt in his ſatisfaction ; if they can put their 
prayers into his hands ; if they can find 
bim engaged in the plea, and intereſting him- 
ſelf in their behalf, they are fafe : then may 
they be juſtly ſaid, and not till then, to be pre- 
par to meet the God of Iſrael. God hath been 
us'd to regard publick and national humilia- 
tions, and they have often prevented publick 
calamities, But it is only evangelical repen- 
tance, which 1s always attended with faith, 
that is truly pleaſing to God. And the 
prayers of ſuch men prevail much with him 
for others, as well as themſelves. Thus you 
ſee the words may be underſtood, as a gracious 
and tender admonition to Hrael, to take ſuch 
meaſures as might avert the ſtorm. | 
AND what if we ſhould unite both theſe 
ſenſes together, and conclude, that: the text 
James v. 16, 
3 — contain 


W WAA, 
. * 

KF = 3 
CERA IE 


DN I FEE abs 
x Ld r 4.3.4 
I * * 2288 


55 
N 
wy 
2 
* 
9 
1 
WE 
— 
5 8 1 
1 
> a [2 
3 =p "% 
1 
BR 
_ 
"Xx 
4 
22 8 
"Sh 
| 


5 
fi 5 
N ts 
wo 
I 2 
. 
vj 
2 
72 N 


of the gagat ſtorm in 1703. 29 


contains a faithful warning to perſons of all 
ſorts, as well the righteous, as the wicked. 


Then, it is as if the prophet had ſaid, 
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God is coming forth to contend with this 
whole land, and that, in a very dreadful' 
manner; therefore let all the inhabitants of 
it prepare for the conflict, O 1/rael, how 
greatly have you ſin d? how general has the 
defection been? You have not only revolt- 
ed in a national way from your allegiance 
to the King of kings, the God of your ſal- 
vation, your great and conſtant benefactor 
but as a people favour'd with the revelation 
of the divine will, profeſſing the true 
religion, and under all forts of engage- 
ments to abedience and holineſs; you have 
ſin' d and departed from God your ſaviour, 
and your hope. And even thoſe among you, 
who yet retain ſerious ſentiments of divine 
things, have greatly loſt their ſtedfaſtneſs; 
their faith is weaken'd, their purity is defil'd, 
their love to God, and zeal for his honour, is 
greatly abated. O T/ael! you have all 
ſin d, and provok'd the eyes of his jealouſy, 
with whom you have to do. He is coming 
forward in his great wrath : Return there- 
fore, return, O backſliding Iſrael! May na- 
tional mourning and an univerſal refor- 
mation e the righteous vengeance that 
Proms es. Act up to the character of 
thoſe who profeſs the only true religion in 
the world. Let the houſe of God be purg d 


from all falſe worſhip, and let the fighs and 


. 
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* groans of ſincere repentance ariſe from thence, 
* aswell as the ſmoke of incenſe. Offer up to 
«© God the facrifice of bleeding hearts and con- 
< trite ſpirits, which are infinitely more accep- 
“table in his ſight, than thouſands of other 
<« victims. Let your princes, nobles, and great 
% men alk ſoftly before God, and the prieſts, 
« the miniſters of the Lord, weep between the 
& porch and the altar w. Let all ſorts of men 
< repent and reform, and who knows but God 
e may repent him of the wrath he has de- 
nounc'd againſt you, and may return again 
* and bleſs you. But if this be not the happy 
effect of a kind and gracious warning, then 
let a wicked and impenitent nation prepare, 
* let them get all their ſtrength and wiſdom 
te ready againſt the day of wrath, and let them 
«© remember, that they have had ſuch ſolemn 
* notice of the approach of their vindictive 
* enemy. However, let the truly godly 
*© amongſt you ſhew themſelves to be //-ael:tes 
e 7ndeed, by their ſincere and humble acknow- 
ledgments of the common provocations ; 
let 1t appear alſo by a thorough reformation 
* as far as their influence reaches. O ! ſhew 
yourſelves the genuine offspring of your 
father Facob; and like him, from whom you 
* derive your name, wreſtle with God for your- 
< ſelves, your families, and your country; and 
who can tell, but that like him you may pre- 
e vail”, Be encourag'd by thoſe promiſes that 


1 1 Kings xxi. 27. Gen. xxxii. 28. 


m ſoel ii, 17. 
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« ſtand in the records of eternal truth. Remem- 
« her God is the God of Jacob; he bas ſhewn 
« himſelf to be your father's God, and to be- 
« yours too, and be will for ever ſtand faſt to his 
« covenant. Tho' for your fins he Hide himſelf 
| « from you for a moment, yet when you are 
| « humbled, he will return; and be be chaſtife 
your iniguities with ſtripes, yet bis loving- 
Eindueſi he will not take away from you ®. 
XZ < Plead your intereft in the man of his right- 
« hand; if that is ſecure, then all will be well. 
« And tho you ſhould not be ſo happy, as to 
« fucceed in your attempts to reform thoſe 
about you, nor in your interceſſion for a 
X © puilty nation; yet, when the general cala- 
X < mity comes, you ſhall either be hidden till it 
<« be overpaſt, or ſupported under the weight 
« of it. Tho a ſweeping deſolation ſhou'd 
« overflow the whole land, tho' the earth 
cc itſelf ſhou'd reel under the preſſure of the 
« wrath of God; in the midſt of the ſtorm 
of his vengeance, and even in a wreck of 
worlds, your Redeemer ſhall bear you up, 
and your eternal welfare ſhall be fecur'd.” 

Bor it is time now that I proceed, 


IV. To make ſome improvement of theſe 
things, by applying them to our own circum- 
ſtances, and the anniverſary occaſion of this 
day 


% 


ND, ſurely, a due conſideration of the awful 
meſſage to 1/-ael in the text, cannot be diſ- 
o Ha. By. 7% Plal. bexxix, 33. N 
agreeable 
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number were torn up by the roots, and the 
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agreeable to a deſign intended to revive in our 
memories, and that in the moſt ſerious manner, 


a tremendous diſpenſation of providence, which 
happen'd among us four and thirty years ago; 


when theſe parts of the world were viſited with ñ 


a violent ſtorm of wind, which, perhaps, aroſe 
to an higher pitch, was longer in its duration, 
and wider in its extent, than any tempeſt that 
has happen'd in theſe latter ages of the world. 
Such was the devaſtation of that dreadful-night, 
that, in a few hours, our houſes and publick 
buildings were ſtript of their coverings, and 
many of them laid in ruins; trees without 


pride of our groves and foreſts levelled with 
the ground. Our ſhips were daſh'd to pieces 
in their harbours, and the ſhores of our iſland 
cover'd with the ſpoils of the tempeſt. Many 
were bruis'd and wounded, and ſome loſt their 


lives by the fall of their habitations, and were I 4 


buried in the ruins of them : and many more 
were hurried into eternity in all the diſtraction 
that muſt attend ſuch a tempeſt at ſea, Nor 
is it poſſible for me to deſcribe the terror that 
ſeiz d on all ſorts of people; their hearts, for 
ſome hours, failing them, while they were under 
the fearful apprehenſions of periſhing in a com- 
mon deſtruction. Conſcience, God's faithful 
witneſs, ſhook many a ſtout finner then; and 
the fons of infidelity, who had been us'd, at- 
other times, to inſult God himſelf, and deride 
all religious fear, as the product only of weak 
minds, found but little diſpoſition to purſue their 

: e profane 
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profane jeſts during the horrors of that night, 
and were made ſenſible that natural bravery, 
together with all the advantages of philoſo- 
phy, were but poor ſupports under the terrible 
apprehenſions of the approach of an angry 
Cod: while ſome, who have been often the 
1 ſubjects of the mirth of theſe men, and are 
no living, can remember, how everlaſting 
arms ſupported their fainting ſouls ; how faith 
lean'd on the promiſes of the Goſpel, and was 
2X refreſh'd ; and how Chriſt was the ſtrength "of 
2X zhe needy in their diſtreſs, and a ſecure refuge 
rom the ſtorm dv. 
XZ Wrar hath been often obſerv'd of other 
extraordinary providences, was very remarkable 
in this, that as the violent agitation of the air 
encreas'd to ſuch a degree, as to leave incon- 
teſtible evidences behind it of the diſpleaſure 
of that great Being, who makes darkneſs his 
pavilion, and who rides upon the wings of the 
WR 902d ; ſo if it had been ſuffered but a little 
to exceed the bounds to which it roſe, it 
"FM muſt have ſpread deſolation through the whole 
land. But he that holds the winds in his fiſt *, 
and to whom all the elements are obedzent *, 
gives out even judgments themſelves in eight 
and meaſure*, And, one is led rather to 
wonder at the ſeaſonable check the Lord 
gave to this unruly element, at ſuch a criſis, 
and at a preſervation which no human power 
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could aftord, than at the damages which were 
ſuſtained by it. 3 
Gop has been pleas'd to diſcover the | 
marks of his diſpleaſure towards mankind, in 
many and various ways ; and has often ſhewn, 4 
that he can make the weakeſt, and the moſt WO 
contemptible creatures the ſwift, and faithful 
executioners of his indignation. But I thinx 
it is worthy of obſervation, that ſome of the 
moſt remarkable diſplays of divine wrath have 
been in the immediate uſe of one or more of 
the elements of nature. When the fins of the 3 
inhabitants of the old world had fully ripen d 
them for deſtruction, the fountains of the great 
deep were broken up, the windows of heaven 
were opened”, and a commiſſion was given to 
the mighty waters to ſwallow them all up, except , 
Noah and his family. When Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and the reſt of the cities of the plain, t 
had fill d up their meaſure of iniquity, and at 
laſt, by the moſt unnatural wickedneſs, pro- 
vok d the divine vengeance to an execution; 
the materials, which are repreſented in Scrip- 
ture as the everlaſting ſupply of infernal burn- 
ings, were kindled by the breath of the Lord, 
and fire and brimſtone were rain'd out of bea - 
ven upon them, to their utter deſtruction *. 
And ſo when God would ſhew a ſpecial indig- 
nation againſt the daring inſolence of Korab, 
Dathan, and Abiram, and the reſt competing 3 


his command, the &#\, opened her mouth, and 1 


* Gen. vii. I. _ X1X, 24. 4 
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bey, and all that appertained to them, went down 
alive into the pit *. 

W1ND is one of the moſt hidden works of 
divine wiſdom and power, and its cauſes have 
more puzzled philoſophy, than molt other 
> Wpbznomena in nature. It Seth where it liſt- 
17 etb, and we hear the found thereof; but none 
can tell whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth ). 
As it gives ſtrength and fury to deſolating 
flames, ſo the tumultuous raging of the ſea is 
© cwing to its influence. Thus ſome have ob- 
f Wfcrved, that wind is peculiarly adapted to ex- 
e preſs the immediate power of the great gover- 
d Wnour of the world, in extraordinary caſes. 
! When God was willing to ſhew the greatneſs of 
orath, and diſplay the glory of his power on 
the Egyptians, who, as veſſels of wrath, were 
ted to deftruftion *, the wind, which had 
before divided the waters for the paſſage of 
the Mraelites, blew down thoſe liquid walls on 
ZPharach and all his hoſt, and buried them in 
the midſt of the ſea*®. And, as David magni- 
Ificently expreſſes it, then the earth ſhook and 
ſrremöbled, and the foundations of heaven moved, 
Rand ſhook, becauſe he was wroth ; there went 
noble out of his noſtrils, and fire out of his mouth 
adevoured, coals were kindled by it; he bowed 
the heavens alſo, and came down, and darkneſs 
vas under his feet; and he rode upon a cherub, 
, and did fly, and he was ſeen upon the wings of 
d the uind. And, our prophet, when he calls 
at Numb. xvi, 33. * Exod. xiv. 28. 

V John iii. 8. d 2 Sam. xxii. 8-11. 
Rom IK. 17, 24. | 
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upon T/rael, in the text, to meet their God, that 
he might ſtrike their minds with a proper ap- 
prehenſion of the danger of meeting him as an 
enemy; he immediately adds, Lo, he formeth the ® 
mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth t 
man what is his thought; he maketh the morn- * 
ing darkneſs, and treadeth upon the high places 
of the earth; the Lord, the God of hoſts is hi: 
name. And when the complete ruin of a ſin- 

ful world is to take place, theſe ſeveral ele- 
ments are repreſented as the artillery of the di- 
vine indignation. Then will the Lord rain 
upon the wicked, ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and 
an horrible tempeſt ; this ſhall be the portion of * 
their cup d. Our God ſhall then come, and ſhall * 
not keep ſilence, a fire ſhall devour before him, 
and ii ſhall be very tempeſtuous round about him. 
The ſin ſhall become bach as ſackcloth of hair, and 
the moon ſhall become as blood; the ſtars of heaven ® 
ſhall fall to the earth, even as untimely firs 
cohen the tree is ſhaken by a mighty wind.. 
Then the heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent 
heat; the earth alſo, and the works that are there- 
in, ſhall be burnt ups. And if ſuch be the way 
of the Lord, then ſurely, every warning which he 
is pleaſed to give of this kind, ſhould be ſe- 
rioufly conſidered by the ſons of men. The 
earthquake, that happened in the time of Ames, 
was an awful notice of the divine anger, and 
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a terrible preſage of the ruin of the ten tribes 
of Ifael, which followed ſoon after. If God 


— "MM 
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= has been admoniſhing our nation, as well as 

nm theirs, by peſtilence, and by fire, in former 

times, and- more lately by a tempeſt, earth- 
quake, and other unuſual appearances in na- 

1 ture, methinks it ſhouid be reaſonable to con- g 

; = Afider the prophet's warning, as far as it ſuits 


our condition. I know it is a moſt unfa- 
. X dhionable thing, at this time of day, to indulge 
= any fear of this kind; and any one, who ſhall 

* offer to look higher than a ſecond cauſe for 


, \ 

1 ſuch diſpenſations, will hardly eſcape the 
9 character of an enthuſiaſt, among the mo- 
1 dern ſons of wwi/dom, and with whom it ſeems it 
„ 75 to die h. But notwithſtanding this, it will be 

FT well for thoſe who profeſs to have taken the 


1 Scripture for their rule, to conſider, that as God 


N has been us d to give ſuch notices of his anger, 
S» fo he has always greatly reſented the neglect 
. = of them. And right reaſon will ſurely teach us 
thus much, that it is natural for the ſame 
1 cauſes to produce the ſame effects; and if 
there be a likeneſs in our ſituation to that of 
1 2 1/rael, at the time when the ſummons in the 
ce = text was ſent to them, then all the rebuke 


and counſel contain'd| in it may be uſefully 
accommodated to our caſe. 

AND let it then be conſider'd, 

I. THAT no nation under the ſun can 
boaſt of the favours we have received from 
heaven. The plenty of the common bleſ- 
lings of life, which we have long enjoy'd, 

v Job xii, 2, can 
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can hardly be equall'd by any of our neigh- 


bours: in our civil liberties we have exceed- 
ed them all; and theſe have been reſcued ſo 
often, and preſerv'd to us by ſuch a ſeries of 
wonders, as has made us the objects of their 
envy and aſtoniſhment. But what are all theſe 


good things, when compar'd with the ſpiri- 


tual privileges, which have been pour'd out, 


in ſo rich and free a manner, upon us? We 
have had the goſpel of peace and ſalvation 
long planted among us: the ſun of righte- 
ouſneſs has for many years ſhone with un- 
common brightneſs, and moſt diffuſive rays, 
on our happy land. Through the many ſtrong 
cries and tears of our fore-fathers, that faith 
and worſhip, which is contain'd in the hol 
ſcriptures, and which they, many of them, 
ſeal'd with their blood, has been conveyed 
down to us 1n its native purity and power. 
We have been often indeed obliged to ſtrug- 
gle for our religion and our liberties ; but it 
is remarkable, that as it was with 1/-ael, at 
the time when Amos propheſied, ſo we have 
enjoyed, now for a conſiderable term of years, 
ſuch public tranquillity, ſuch a freedom from 
foreign enemies and domeſtic confuſions, and 
this in ſuch a full poſſeſſion of ſpiritual and 
temporal bleſſings, as ſurely no part of our 
hiſtory can, for ſo long a ſeaſon, parallel. 

2. Bur, alas! how we have improv'd, or 
rather abus'd, theſe great advantages, I dread 
to relate ! If, upon a fair examination, it ſhall 
appear, that we have acted over the ſame part 
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that T/raeldid, and if, in many inſtances, we 
have exceeded the iniquities of that ungrateful 
and unhappy nation, what may be expected, 
but that crimes ſo much alike ſhould be fol- 
low'd by a puniſhment equally ſevere; and 
that, without ſpeedy repentance and refor- 
mation, God ſhould come forth in great indig- 
nation againſt us ? | | 
Ir 1/rael provok'd God greatly by the de- 
fection of their principles, by the corruption 
of their faith and their worſhip, ſurely we 
are not at all behind them in theſe reſpects. They 
indeed For ſool the fountain of Irving waters, 
and hew'd out to themſelves ciflerns, broken ciſterns, 
that would hold no water |, and after having been 
reformed from the idolatry of former times, they 
ſet up the calves of Dan and Bethel, and mixed 
theſe abominations with the worſhip of the 
living and true God. And have not many 
among us, after a glorious deliverance from 
the idolatry and ſuperſtition of Rome, forſa- 
ken the doctrine of the ſacred Trinity in Unity, 
and moſt induſtriouſly labour'd to deſtroy that 
equal homage which the Scriptures aſcribe to 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as the one 
only living and true God, and to introduce in- 
to our religion a ſubordinate worſhip, even 
that of a mere creature. 1f-ael of old were 
often juſtly reproach'd for their ill treatment of 
thoſe eminent perſons that God rais'd up 
among them for their deliverance; but theſe 
men have not feared to put the greateſt af- 
n Y 
front 
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front on the author of eternal ſalvation; and 
have endeavoured to dethrone the Son of God 
himſelf: and the principal argument on which 
this daring attempt has been founded, is the 
deep humiliation to which he ſubmitted for 


the ſalvation of ſinners. 1/-ael forgot the rock 
from whence they were hewn, and the hole of the 


pit from whence they were digged* ; but many 
among us, in direct contradiction to experi- 
ence, as well as revelation, have learn'd to deny 
not only the original guilt, but the depravity 
of human nature. The ten tribes forſook the 
temple worſhip, the prieſthood, the altars, and 
the ſacrifices of God's appointment, which 
were only figures of that blood and righte- 
ouſneſs by which we are redeemed and juſti- 


fied. But, alas! how have men, in our times, 


renounced that righteouſneſs itſelf, and ſet 
up in exchange for it a poor moral one of 
their own? How many have denied the proper 
prieſthood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
only true ſacrifice and atonement for fin, call'd 
in queſtion the interceſſion of the great Me- 
diator, and repreſented the Saviour of the 
world as little more than a martyr for vir- 
tue? Did Ferboam and his followers caſt con- 
tempt on the urim and the thummim, on the 
precious oil, and the. ſacred fire of the tem- 
ple? yes, they did. But many among us, 
under the clearer light of the Goſpel, have 
not only deſpis'd the operations. and influences 
of the Holy Spirit, but denied even his perſo- 
nality and exiſtence. They indeed {lighted the 

. cere- 
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ceremonial laver, but theſe men have denied, 
and too many of them have ridicul'd the 
work of regeneration itſelf. The holy rites 
of that diſpenſation were indeed render'd 


contemptible, and greatly prophaned, by the 


rieſts as well as the people; but we daily be- 
hold a greater ſolemnity than ever they could 
boaſt of, proſtituted to ſecular and baſe purpo- 
ſes; and then, perhaps, to reconcile mens con- 


ſciences to the abuſe, tis repreſented as a com- 


mon thing. In a word, what ſhall we think 
of thoſe men, who, under all our preſent ad- 
vantages, have ſhewn ſo great a readineſs to 
caſt off all regard to divine revelation, and to 


ſet up the fallacious dictates of fallen and un- 


renewed reaſon on the ruins of the word of 
God. Thus, kght is come into the world, and 
men have loved darkneſs rather than light *. 
But if Y who deſpiſed the law of Moſes, died 


3 \ without mercy under two or three witneſſes, of 


bew much ſorer puniſhment ſhall they be thought 


worthy, who have trodden under foot the ſon of 


God, and have counted the blood of the coyenant 


n unboly thing, and have done deſpight to the 
= 9pzrit of grace? 


Bur this is not all: for corruption in prin- 


dlple has been attended with moſt ſcandalous 
immorality in practice. The abounding af 


vice and profaneneſs has been often the grief 


and complaint of good men: but I fear, 
1 | when We compare our own wath former tim es. 


3 we ſhall be obliged to acknowledge, that the 
3 * John iii. 19. A Mod. 28, 29. | 


f inhabi- 
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inhabitants of this land have, in theſe reſpects, 
in this laſt age, exceeded all that have gone be- 
fore them. Such is the pride and luxury of 
the nation in general, and their proneneſs to 
all ſorts of ſenſual gratifications, that many 
wiſe men have dreaded the conſequences, upon 
à political account; juſtly fearing that tge 
ſpirit of the people being diſſolv'd, and their 
ſtrength enervated, we ſhould ſink into a ſtate 
of poverty, contempt, and cowardice; and 
ſo become an eaſy prey to our enemies. Theſe 
are the natural effects of ſuch a behaviour, and 
they furniſh us with juſt grounds of fear; but, 
we have ſurely much more reaſon to be afraid 
of the divine anger. 1/7ael, indeed, us d to wiſh 
their new moons to be over, and long' d for 
the ſabbath to be at an end, that they might 
buy and ſell, and get gain. But multitudes, 
who call themſelves chriſtians, are ſo far from 
having a ſerious regard to any ſeaſon of this 
kind, that all the uſe they make of opportuni- 
ties ſet apart for religion, is to devote them, 
as times of leiſure, to the moſt profligate 
purpoſes. Fraud and violence, falſhood and 
corruption, have ſpread through all ranks and 
degrees of men among us. The frequent and 
numerous executions of juſtice may convince 
us, how wickednefs increaſes among the meaner 
fort; and the ſelf-murders we ſo often hear of, 
are ſad evidences of the dreadful depravity 
that prevails. As wilful perjury was, perhaps, | 
never ſo common as now; ſo the new- invented 
imprecations and blaſphemies with which our 
| : cars 


| —"» 
| 
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ears are continually tormented, greatly threaten 
the land with the vengeance of that God, 
who is ſo often call'd upon by multitudes to 
pour out damnation on themſelves, as well as 
others, in every form. Drunkenneſs is come 
to ſuch a pitch, that our legiſlature has found 
itſelf under a neceſſity to provide againſt it, by 
ſuch a law, as was never thought needful, per- 
haps, in the world before; and this, leſt the 
ſtrength on which our trade and our defence 
ſo much, under God, depends, ſhould be ut- 
terly deſtroyed. And we daily ſee with 
what difficulties this law takes place, and how 
many outrages, and even murders are com- 
mitted in oppoſing its execution. Unclean- 
neſs of every ſort 1s too openly and impudently 
committed, and even the lawfulneſs of it by 
too many defended, to admit of any doubt of 
its increaſe. ? | 
Bor I muſt only juſt mention theſe fad 
ſymptoms, and add, that, what renders our 
caſe ſtill more threatning, is, that among men of 
ſoberer characters, many are daily apoſtatizing 
from the truth, and breaking through the 
influences of a religious education; and many 
others, who profeſs to retain a ſerious regard to 
the God of their fathers, yet have only a name 
to hive®, and reſt in the outward form of godli- 
neſs, without the power of it while ſome of 
thoſe, who have profeſs'd a warm concern for 
the doctrines of the Goſpel, have turn d the 
grace of it into wantonneſs . And even the 

= Rev. ili. x. - - ©. Jude Ver. 4. 


” 2 Tim, iii, 5, | 
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few that are left in the land, who truly fear 
God, who believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and love him in fincerity, and who have 
felt the faving influences of the Divine Spirit, 
how is their faith weaken'd, and their love 
abated? How is the glory departed, and the 
crown fallen from our heads??? The ſpirit of our 
forefathers is gone, and we have left our firft 
love a. What is become of the life and faith- 
fulneſs of our former teachers, and how few 
of our watchmen are able to anſwer him, who 


enquires, what of the night? Where is the 


ſpitit of car fled ? the pure diſcipline, un- 


der which our churches once flouriſhed ? the 
religion which was then found in families, and 
the holineſs that was written on the conver- 
ſation of chriſtians, their cloſe walk with God, 
and affectionate regard to one another? Surely, 
under our preſent circumſtances, and con- 
ſidering the ſad examples we have had before 
our eyes of the effects of the divine reſentment 
on other ſinful nations, and the various warn- 


ings we ourſelves have had by ſtorms, by earth- 


_ and by many unuſual appearances in 
the heavens ; and conſidering the rumours of 
wars, with which, after ſo long a ſeries of peace 
we have been ſo frequently alarm'd, we ſhould 


' tremble at the expectation of thoſe dreadful 


judgments, which the great governour of the 

world, remarkably tender of theſe kingdoms, 

ſeems to be bringing forward with reluQance, 
Lam. v. 16, 1 Iſa. xxi. 11, | 
„ 5 n 

and 
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and unwilling, if poſſible, to pour out upon 
us. What * then to be done, but — 
X ſhould't yREPARE TO MEET THY Gop, 
4 O BRITAIN. ; | 
Lex the reſolute contemners of the Goſ- 
7 pel of Chriſt, and all the grace of it, make 
themſelves ready; let them gird on their har- 
X neſs, let them take to themſelves arguments, 
and bring forth all, that unrenew'd reaſon has 
to ſay againſt this Goſpel, and fee whether they 
{hall be able to overthrow Chriſt himſelf, 
when he comes to plead with them, who 
could never yet be too hard for his faithful, tho' 
| deſpis'd, followers. Let the profane blaſpheme 
God, and look up* ; let the oppreſſor entrench 
XX himſelf in his ill-gotten wealth; let the liber- 

tine ſtupify his fears in his drunken bowls, 

and diſſolve himſelf in lewdneſs and ſenſu- 
n ality. But let them all know, that they muſt 
"XX ſoon meet the living, juſt, and jealous God, 
into wwhoſe hands it is a fearful thing to fall *. 
Let none deceive themſelves with the ſaſety of 
their condition, from the calm that appears on 
2X outward things; for it is the way of the Lord 
to come when he is leaſt expected, and to 
bring ſudden deſtruction with him. Thus it was 
that he ſurprized the old world®, and thus he 
treated the nation of the Fews, at their final 
ruin and diſperſion, | 


" Ia. viii. 21, » Mat. xxiv. 38. 
* Heb. x, 31, 


Ann 
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remains of true religion left, conſider well, that 


poſterity, ſhould engage good men to unite | 


us to ſome ſenſe of the divine diſpleaſure, and Y 


AND now, alſo, kt all ſuch who have any 


much will depend on their conduct. They 
muſt be humbled and reform'd, if ever this na- 
tion truly proſper. They muſt pray, and mix 
much faith and fervency with their prayers, if 
ever God's judgments be averted. Surely love 
to themſelves, ſurely love to their country, 
to their friends, to their families, and their 


their ſupplications, and their endeavours for 
ſuch a thorough reformation, as only can pre- 
vent the fad effects of the divine anger. | 

Anp I would hope, that the mournful | 
providence the whole nation is at this time un- 
der, in the loſs of a PRINCESS, who was the 
glory of her ſex, the admiration of all the 
courts of Europe, and the nurſing mother of 


our Britiſh Jrael, and this in the midſt of 3 


her days; I fay, I hope this ſad diſpenſation, 3 
which the ſighs of a diſtreſſed but ſinful na- 


tion could not prevent, will, however, awaken 


prove a means to put us on a proper preparation 
to meet God in his own way. 1 
O THAT ſuch as fear the Lord did but 
conſider the dangers to which our fins have 
expos'd us! That they were but a little rous'd 8 
from the ſlumber into which they are fallen! 
O that they did but feel a diſpoſition in 
their ſouls to apply themſelves to God in 
good earneft! That they would but once 
ynite their hearts and hands together! That 


they 


$A 
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= they would betake themſelves to humiliation, 
cd faſting; and to prayer, and that ſome de- 
gree of reformation were but begun among us! 


Who ſhall ſay, in ſuch a caſe, but that the 


X vlefling might be yet obtained, and a depart- 


ing God be prevail'd with to return and viſit 


3A | theſe iſlands with his former gracious preſence ? 


But if that ſhould not be the happy conſe- 


X quence, which God of his infinite mercy grant 


it may ; however, in ſuch a behaviour, we may 
hope to meet with perſonal ſecurity, and find 


the day of his fierce wrath. Or, if we muſt be 
partakers of the common calamities which na- 


tional impenitency will, without doubt, ſooner 


or later bring on; yet our eternal intereſts be- 
ing ſecur'd, we ſhall, .in ſuch a frame of ſpirit, 
be prepared to paſs through the darkeſt ſcene of 
outward trouble, with calmneſs and comfort. 

To conclude, if to meet God in his wrath 
be ſo dreadful, as you have heard, and indeed 
infinitely more ſo than I am able to deſcribe ; 
how delightful will that interview be, when 


all the faints ſhall behold his face in the 


88 
—— 


full diſplays of everlaſting love? When the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and the bride has 
made herſelf ready“? When after all the 
fears and temptations, to which the family 
of Chriſt have been ſubject during their paſ- 
ſage through this vale of ſorrow, they ſhall 
be receiv'd, by the great captain of their ſal- 


7. 


waſh' d 


* 


X ourſelves hid in the hollow of his hand, in 


vation, into a ſtate of full deliverance ? When 


48 AISRERMON, c. Fe 
waſh'd from every ſinful defilement in their 
Saviour's blood, when dreſs'd in the ſpotleſs 
robe of his righteouſneſs, and completely con- 
form'd in body and mind to his image, they 
ſhall be crown'd with glory and immortality ? 
To meet each other in ſuch circumſtances will 
afford them an unſpeakable pleaſure, To meet 
the various orders, and innumerable multi- 
tudes, of bleſſed angels, to be welcom'd into 
an intimacy of friendſhip with them, and to 
be the eternal companions of their bliſs, is a 
happineſs not to be expreſs d. But, oh! who 
can conceive the joy that will diffuſe itſelf 
through every breaſt in that trumphant aſ- 
ſembly, to behold the ſmiling face of their ex- 
alted Redeemer, and to hear his gracious lips 
invite them up to thoſe thrones, which he has 
purchaſed with his blood, and of whichhe isnow 
gone to take paſſeſſion for them, ſaying, Come, 
ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you, from the foundation of the world“ 
Enter into the joy of your Lord. 


* Mat. xxv. 34. Ver. 21. 
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and GENTLEMEN, before 
whom the Subſtance of this. 
Diſcourſe was delivered. 


Reverend, and Honoured Brethren, 


HE favourable reception this 
$ diſcourſe met with from the 
1 rw has, I own, afforded 
Sn e no ſmall ſatisfaction. But, as 1 
had then no deſign that it ſhould go 
any farther than the place where it was 
Wt delivered; fo, I have many wit- 
neſſes among you, that it was with 
reat reluctance, I was prevailed with 
F o conſent to this publication. It is, 
I indeed, in obedience to the dictates of 
4 Bs: that I have, in this caſe, 
: fubmitted to the opinion of my friends, 
. 1 - 
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at a time, when we are all called upon 1 
to do what we can, for the preſervation Þ 
of that fairh which was once delivered iy 
"the ſaints, but is now almoſt every 
where, ſpoken againſt; and that I might 
not negle& any providential call to at- 


tempt that my ſelf, according to my 
poor meaſure, which I have ſo earneſt- 
ly recommended to others. And, 
therefore, I humbly hope, that, What. 
ever treatment the following pages may 
meet with from other men, they will, 


notwithſtanding the many imper- 


fections you will find in them, be 


received with candour by you. 


Tun ſacred oracles themſelves have 


been uſed in our times with ſo much 
indecency, that it is no wonder if any 
vindication of the doctrines they con- 


tain be derided by men of profane 
minds. Nor ſhould this treatment de- 
ter any of thoſe, who are ſet for the 
defence of the goſpel, from making pro- 


per remonſtrances againſt every attempt 


to corrupt it. And when theſe at- 


tempts 


— FY —"— TE” EIS 


DEDICATION. v 


f tempts are deſperate, when the very 


IE foundations of religion are attacked, it 


J natural for the friends of it to diſ- 


„cover ſome emotion. If, therefore, the 


gentlemen who are ſo remarkable for 


recommending the grace of charity 


co others, would but condeſcend to 
exerciſe a little of it themſel ves, they 
would very eaſily excuſe my uſing 
ſome degree of earneſtneſs upon this 
occaſion; fince, the principles for 
which I plead, are thoſe on which my 
own faith and hope are built; and 


ſuch, as I firmly believe to be of that 


importance, that piety and virtue will 
never prevail among us, till they re- 


gain their intereſt in the minds of men. 


Tu amazing progreſs which in- 


fidelity is daily making, cannot but 


deeply affect the heart of every ſerious 


perſon: nor is it difficult to trace the 


| ſteps by which this dreadful apoſtacy fo 


ſwiftly advances, and by whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance it has been chiefly promoted. I 
ſhall only obſerve, that the deiſts would 


never have laboured the ſubverſion of 
"FRG | chri- 
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chriſtianity, as they have done, had the 
deſign of it been no more than, barely, 
to reform the morals of mankind. But i 
the account it gives of the trinity of 
perſons in the undivided eſſence of God, 
is a deep myſtery, and not to be ſcann'd 
by human reafon : the repreſentation it 
ſets before them of the ſinfulneſs and 
miſery into which humane nature is 
ſunk by the fall, Hains the pride of their 
glory: ſalvation by the blood and 
righteouſneſs of the incarnate Son of 
God, 7s to them fooliſhneſs : and the c 
work of the Spirit, in changing, 
and ſanctifying the hearts of men, to- 
gether with the faith, and holi neſs, 
which, they evidently ſee the goſpel 
requires, are doctrines ſo diſagreeable 
to fleſh and blood, that they can by no 
means receive them: and therefore, 
they reject revelation it ſelf, notwith- 
ſtanding all the evidence that ſupports 
it. This has always been the caſe; and 
it were tobe wiſhed, that theſe unhappy 
men might ſee their danger before it be 
too late. But, ſurely, it muſt be a moſt 

weak 
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weak and baſe expedient to attempt to 
bring them back ro chriſtianity, at the 
| expence of the fundamental articles of = 
it; and by reducing the goſpel of Chriſt 

3 Jeſus only toa few lectures on morality. 
This, you know, has been the modern 

2 way. And what has the ſucceſs of it been? 
If indeed, by this method, infidels were 
convinced and reclaimed, the wavering | 
vuvere eſtabliſhed, and the hearts and lives 
of men were made better, theſe faſhiona- 
ble teachers would have ſomewhat to 
ſay. But, inſtead of this, we daily ſee, that, 
vhen many of their followers come to 
be perſwaded that there is no more in 
chriſtianity, than a refinement upon 
the morality of the heathens, they 
think it hardly worth preſerving, and 
ſo declare for infidelity: we ſee allo 
that practical iniquity keeps pace with 
| theſe corruptions: and infidels them- 
ſelves, inſtead of being convinced by 

» | {uch abſurd reaſonings, or won over 
% fuch mean and ſcandalous conceſ- | 
ſions, ſmile at the folly of thoſe that 
be offer them; and wonder that they 
f ſhould be fond of the name of chri- 


k ſtians, 


n 


vill | D E D ICA TION , | 
ſtians, while they are every day doing 4 
more ſucceſsful injury to the chriſtian i 
religion, than themſelves. 4 

Tuxsx are the bleſſed effects of our 


new divinity. And, though many ho- 
neſt and good men could hardly be 


| prevailed upon, ſome time ago, to be.. 


lieve, that thoſe who began the popu- | 


lar cry againſt ſchemes in religion, in. 


tended to ſtrike at the ſyſtem of doc- Þ 


trine contained in the ſcriptures ; that 


they expos d all creeds, and confeſſ. 
ons of faith, in order to run down the 
faith itſelf; or, that they ridiculed ca- 
techiſms with an intention to prevent 
the riſing generation from being ac- | 
quainted, if poſſible, with the doc- Þ 
trines of the goſpel ; yet time I think 
has put all this out of queſtion. 


Tax conſideration of theſe things 
affords a very melancholy proſpect to 
all the true friends of religion: and 
nothing could ſupport their hopes, in 
ſuch a day as this, were they not afſu- 
red, from paſt experience, that the 
goſpel 


goſpel of ſalvation, with every doctrine 


0 it contains, has withſtood all forts of 
oppoſition; and that the promiſe of 
eternal truth has ſecured its continuance 


to the end of time. But ſtill, we are to 
conſider, that this may be made good in 
other parts of the world, tho', as a juſt pu- 
niſhment for our abuſe of the light we 
have enjoyed, the goſpel ſhould be re- 
moved from our ungrateful land; and 
our poſterity become as blind and bar- 
barous, as our wretched anceſtors were, 
before they received it. The great and 


general decay of vital and experimen-„ 


tal godlineſs, which good men obſerve 
in others, and feel in their own hearts, 


is a moſt threatening ſymptom of the 
approach of ſucha dreadful diſpenſation. 


AND you will permit me therefore, 
my honoured, and warthy Brethren, to 
take this freſh opportunity to put you 
in mind, of the neceſſity we are all 
under, of laying our ſelves at the feet 
of divine mercy with great humilia» 

21100 a _ won, 


Rx DEDICATION. | 
tion, from a ſenſe of the ſhare we 
have had in the common defection. 
And then we may, and ought to 
encourage our ſelves in the wiſdom, 
power, and grace of that ſpirit, by 
whoſe influence the goſpel was firſt 
planted in theſe nations, who only : 
can make it effectual on the hearts of 
men, and who never will utterly leave 
us, white we continue our depen- 


dance upon him. 


IT is a promiſing circumſtance, in 
the midſt of all our fears, and ſorrows, 
that there are ſome yet left among us, 
who have any proper ſenſe of the com- 
mon danger; and, in any meaſure, ſtir 
up themſelves, and one another, to 
wreſtle with a departing God, if, per- 
adventure, they may yet prevail with 
him to ſtay and — My It gives ſome 
relief to thoſe, whoſe hearts tremble 
for the ark of the Lord, that there arc 
any endeavours uſed, in one place and 
7m to tranſit the goſpel to our 
po ſterity 


= »D EDICATION. 
1 poſterity in the ſame Purity, in which 


we have received it. 


= Ano, I heartily congratulate you on 
che ſucceſs which has thus far attended 
che good deſign in which you are enga- 
ged. This, I am fully perſwaded, is 
En honeſt, and neceflary attempt, in 
order to preſerve thoſe important doc- 
ſtrines, which are moſt violently op- 
Wpoſed by ſome, baſely betrayed by 
others, and by the moſt greatly neg- 
lected; and, yet, doctrines which if 
they die: chriſtianity muſt die with 
them. You haveexperimentally learned 
to eſteem reproach for the fake of 
EChriſt as no real diſgrace: and if you 
will be faithful and active in ſuch an 
- {undertaking as this, you mult be pre- 
pared to meet with more of ſuch ſort 
lof treatment, 


1 good work go on, and 
proſper: may your fervent, and uni- 
ted 18 to heaven be graciouſly 

hear'd 


X11 DEDICATION. 


hear'd and anſwered: may many of | q 
thoſe who love Chriſt Jeſus, and | 


have felt the power of his go pel, 


find their hearts engaged to join] 
with you, and ſtrengthen your hand 
in ſo uſeful a ſervice to the pub. | 


lick: may the religious,, and hope- 


ful youth, whoſe ſtudies you encou- . 
rage, from the good ground you have 

to en that they have received the 
graceof God, more than anſwer all your F 
expectation, in their future ſucceſsful 
miniſtration of the goſpel of that 


grace. And may we all, by the di 


vine help, be enabled to recommend 


every attempt in which we engage to 


revive primitive purity, by our own 7 


exemplary behaviour. Theſe, are thc 
ſincere, and ardent wiſhes of, 


GENTLEMEN, - 
Your affettionate Brother, 


aud humble Servant, 


Joſeph Stennett 


PHILIPPIANS i. 27. 


— Striving together for the faith 
of the goſpel. 


H E apoſtle Paul was, it 
ſeems, under very great and 
complicated afflictions when 

he wrote this epiſtle: he 

was cruelly perſecuted for 
the cauſe of Chriſt, and, at 
this time, a priſoner at Rome 
for his ſake. And, altho' in the midſt of all his 
ſorrows, he comforts himſelf with this re- 
© flection ; that the things which happened unto 
him, had fallen out rather unto the furthe- 
trance of the goſpel : ſo that his bonds in 


© Chriſt were manifeſt in all the palace, and 


in all other places; and many of the brethren 
in the Lord, waxing confident thereby, were 
nuch more bold to ſpeak the word without 
fear a; yet Satan had taken advantage of his 
; confinement ; and the information he had re- 


ft * Phil, i. 12, 13, 14. 
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declenſion of vital religion, 


churches of Chriſt, added great e er to 
his bonds. As the foundation of the church 
at Philippi was laid by his miniſtry, he moſt 
affectionately addreſſes his pious complaints 
and apoſtolical advice to them, on this occa- 
ſion. They ſeem, indeed, to have been 
kept more pure than many of their neigh- 
bours ; and the apoſtle could thank God upon 
every remembrance of them, and make his 
requeſt to the throne for them with joy, on 
account of their fellowſhip in the goſpel from 
the firſt day until nowÞ>, But, however, they 
were ſurrounded with temptations, and had 
ſome evident ſymptoms of the common de- 
fection among themſelves; indifference to 
the things of God too generally prevailed, 
while many ſought their own things e, and 
ſome walk'd, of whom, ſays he, T have toll 


you often, and now tell you even weeping, 


that they are the enemies of the croſs of Chriſt: 
whoſe end is deſtruction, whoſe God is their 
belly, and whoſe glory is in their ſhame, uli 
mind earthly things d. Foreſeeing, therefore, 
the dangers to which they would be expos' 
from corrupt principles and a carnal ſpirt 
which had crept into the church, and the 
perſecution they were to expect from with- 
out; he puts them in mind that, as the 
had embrac'd the goſpel early, and had thu 
far faithfully adhered to it, it would be a moſt 


Þ Phil, i. 3, 4, 5. Chap. ii. 4, Chap. iii. 18, i 
unworth 


ing of falſe doctrine in the 


hymns ont twin Af oa 


" for the Faith of the GospEI. 3 
unworthy thing for them, now, to ſuffer 
themſelves to be led away from the truth by 
falſe teachers, to indulge a neglect of the 
power of godlineſs; in compliance with the 
example of too many profeſſors ; or to be- 
tray fo valuable a cauſe, through cowardice, 
in a day of perſecution. But above all, herein 
was his confidence, that the good work wrought 


in them was genuine; and that he gvho had 


begun it would perform it until the day of 
Chri/t*, He exhorts them therefore to be 
= in nothing terrified by their adverſaries : for 
unto you, ſays he, it is given in the behalf of 


Chriſt, not only to believe on him, but alſo to 


L ſuffer for his ſake f. As to himſelf, for whoſe 


deliverance and fafety he knew they were 


ſolicitouſly concern'd, he fignifies, that if he 
might have his own choice, he had rather 
depart and be with Chriſt, which would be far 
better g for him; but he finds ſuch an happy 
exchange was not, at preſent, conſiſtent with 
the ſervice in which he was engaged for all 
the churches, and that he mult yet live for 
the furtherance of their faith at Philippi: 
and fo he truſts he ſhou'd have the opportu- 
nity of ſeeing them again, which, he con- 
cludes, would be to their mutual and abund- 
ant joy in Chriſt Feſus h. But however pro- 
vidence ſhou'd diſpoſe of things; whether he 
ſhould have the pleaſure of viſiting them per- 
ſonally, or only converſing with them by 
letter, and hearing of their affairs at a di- 


* Phil. i. 6. Ver. 28, 29. f Ver. 23. * Ver. 25, 26. 
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4 The Chriſtian Strife 1 
ſtance, he moſt earneſtly preſſes them to a 
diligent and faithful diſcharge of the duties 


mentioned in the text. Only, ſays he, le 
your converſation be as it becometh the goſpel 
of Chrift : that whether I come and ſee you, 


or elſe be abſent, I may hear of your affair, 


that ye ſtand faſt in one ſpirit with one mind, 
ftriving together for the faith of the gaſpel. 


THr1s ſhort exhortation contains the ſum 


of our holy religion; which conſiſts in firm. 


ly believing and diligently maintaining the 
doctrine of chriſtianity, and adorning that 
doctrine with a converſation that becomes 
it. And therefore ſome underſtand the par- 
ticle only, with which the words are introdu- 
ced, as intended to intimate that herein alone 
conſiſts the whole of chriſtianity ; or, how- 
ever, that theſe are the moſt material and im- 
portant things contain'd in it : that we may 
be ſtrangers to a thouſand valuable things of 
a natural and civil kind, and yet be ſafe and 
happy ; but without faith and holineſs, al 
our profeſſion of religion is vain, and we are 
undone for ever: nay, that we may be mi- 
ſtaken in things of a leſſer, and more cir- 
cumſtantial nature in religion it ſelf, and yet 
be chriſtians indeed, and our ſtate be ſecure; 
but that it is of the laſt importance, and what- 
ever we neglect, we mult take care of this, 
that we ſtedfaſtly maintain the faith, and a- 
dorn it with an holy behaviour. Or rather, 
perhaps, this particle may refer to what the 
apoſtle had ſaid juſt before, n his 
ä ra 5 
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hope of ſeeing the Philippians once more in 


the fleſh. And then it will be, as if he had 
ſaid, I hope to have a perſonal interview 

«-with you ſhortly, when I ſhall more largely 
« open my mind to you; and fo, for the pre- 
« ſent, I ſhall only recommend theſe thin 

« to your obſervation. Or, though I hope for 
« ſuch an opportunity, and I know it will 
« be very pleaſing to my friends, and the 


| « friends of Chriſt, at Philippi; yet this is a 


« matter uncertain, and if providence ſhould 


not favour us with the pleaſure of an inter- 


« yiew, yet be not anxious on this account, 
nor on account of any thing that may befal 
{© me, leave that and all other events to God; 
« only take care of theſe things, that you 
hold faſt that goſpel which I have planted 
** among you, and let your holy converſa- 
* tion recommend it. Let your converſa- 
« tion be as becometh the goſpel, let your con- 
duct and behaviour, the whole courſe of 
your lives be agreeable with your profeſſion 


and the chriſtian inſtitution.” The origi- 


nal word i render'd here by conver ſing is very 
emphatical, and taken from the character of 
the ſaints as citizens. The ſame word is uſed 


© ch. iii. 20, of this epiſtle. For our conver- 


[ation is in heaven, from whence alſo we look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Feſus Chriſt. So 


it is, as if he had faid, ©* you are free deni- 
nens of the heavenly Jeruſalem; ſee, 


therefore, that you remember the dignity 
| woAiTwids, 
N . 


- — — - * * 22 22 
— — — — > — * 
= LEED — — - 
— — — I === = — = 

— 2 — —— — — — <= — — — 
— — = — 5 


11111 © 18 
r 
|! 
4; . 
4 WM : i 
n 
ii 16 
© \ 4779 : { 
$414 1 
i 
Nl | 
»* | 1 
ali 1 1 
11H 1 ih 
ih Io! 
. +} 
HEMT) / i 
Wl! if 
*t 


1:1 
1 
ö 

hi 
10 
1 
"3 
* 
7 
135: 
1 
# i 
1. 
7 


6 The Chriftian Strife 


« of your character, that your behaviour he 
« continually regulated by the Laws of thi; 
ce excellent conſtitution, and the eſtabliſh's 


« cuſtoms of this well order'd city; even as be. |Y« 


* cometh,or is worthy of the goſpel of Chriſt” ; 1 


as the wordk might be ſtrictly rendered 


« ture, and excels the legal diſpenſation ; 


c thatgoſpel, which has Chriſt for its founder, 4 
and was planted by the operation of the 


Holy Ghoſt: let its holy and gracious | f 


author, its pure nature, its bleſſed end and 


«« deſign, the powerful aids it propoſes, the 


*« Spirit, the word and the ordinances, together 
de with all the eminent examples it ſets be- 


« fore you, let all its preſent privileges, and 


© the glorious reward it promiſes hereafter, 
% animate you to walk worthy the faith 
« and hope of ſuch a diſpenſation”. That 
whether I come and ſee you, or elſe be 
abſent, I may hear of your affairs. q. d. This 
« 1s your duty, whether I be preſent or ab- 
«« ſent; and it would be my great Joy to ſec 
0 you behave in a manner thus agreeable to 
«« your profeſſion : but if I am denied that 


«« pleafure, it will be however no ſmall com- 


« fort to me, in my diſtance from you, to 
hear that you ſtand faſt, that you fix your 
e feet to the ground with firmneſs as wreſt- 


* Atlas. 
lers 


« Walk worthy of that goſpel which is the re- I 
« yelation of God, his kind meſſage of peace 
« and reconciliation to the children of men; 


« which ſo much ſurpaſſes the light of na- 
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gour in their profeſſion, and to breath the ſame 


boly fervour in divine things !: and others, 
1 again, underſtand this expreſſion as relating 
to copcord in all their religious proceedings; 
and that they would endeavour to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace m. Un- 
to which he adds harmony of judgment too. 
Stand faſt, ſays he, in one ſpirit and one mind. 
As there isbutone faith n, and as truth is uni- 
form, ſo mind the ſame thing o. Or, if you 
will unite theſe ſeveral ſenſes, it is as if the 
EZ apoſtle had ſaid, ** as you are all the work- 
= © manſhip? of one and the ſame Spirit, fo 
2 © continually depend on his influences, and 
ball of you walk in the fellowſhip of that 

= © Sp:rit4; being united by one and the ſame | 
7 © ſpiritual principle, and having one hope of 
= © your calling, ſo may you be perfectly join'd 


** together in the ſame mind, and in the ſame 
Judgment *, and being agreed in the main 
things; as to matters of leſſer importance, 


wihere this cannot poſſibly be obtain'd, let 


« mutual tenderneſs and forbearance be exerci- 


Rom. xii. 1. » Phil. iii. 16. 
1 Cor. iv. 21. P Eph. ii. 10. 

m 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 4 Phil. ii. 1. 

*Epl. We 3, r 1 Cor. i. 10. 


for the Faith of the Gos pb. 7 
ers and other combatants are wont to do, 
„ when they ſtrive, that ye land faſt in one 
* Spirit“. Some think the apoſtle here re- 
commends an unanimous dependance on the 
aids of the Holy Ghoſt: others imagine that he 
ET exhorts them all to preſerve ſpiritual life and vi- 
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8 The Chriſtian Striſe 1 
<« ſed. And thus may you all be fo influenced 
<« by the true Spirit of religion, ſo filled with 
« love to God and love to one anothers, FR 
<« that, as ye are members of one myſtical | 
« body, ye may behave as if ye were all, 
© animated by one ſoul too''. To this har. 
mony in Ho zeal, and affection, the Þ* 
apoſtle ſubjoins in the words of the text,, 
union and Landy in ation, —— ftrivin 
together for the faith of the goſpel. That 
they wou'd maintain the ſpiritual warfare 
with all the courage and bravery that be. 
came the cauſe in which they were engag'd, 
and the captain under whoſe banners they 
fought ; that they would exert their utmoſt 
ſtrength in the conflict, or, as Jude expreſſesit, 
contend earneſtly for the faith which was once 
deliver'd to the ſaints*. And the apoſtle Paul 
was certainly well qualified to recommend a 
becoming reſolution on this occaſion ; and 
might with a very good grace awaken thi 
glorious ardor in the breaſts of other chriſt 
ans, ſince he was continually ſetting before 
them ſuch a brave example, in his own be- 
haviour. He had fought the good fight in 
which he wou'd have them engage, he had 
kept that faith which he wou'd have them 
ſtrive to preſerve, and he lived in the be- 
lieving expectation of a glorious reward 
which, if they were faithful, he could a- 
ſure them would be their portion as well a 
his u. And thus, in the words of the text, 


Rom. xii. 16. Jude iii. * 2 Tun. iv. 7. 
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he 


" 2. 


for the Faith of the GOSPEL. i 
he wou'd have the Philippians follow his ex- 


1 LY ample in their courage and conſtancy; and 


not only ſo, but, that their ſtrife might be 
the more ſucceſsful, he wou'd have them 
| FS unite their forces firmly together. This ad- 
vice is neceſſary to chriſtians in all generati- 
« ons, as well, as it was to thoſe in the apoſto- 
t, lic times; and ſurely will be thought ſo to 
7 us, in a day of ſo much oppoſition and apo- 
at ſtacy, as that in which we live. I ſhall 
re therefore, e 


d, | I. Enquire what it is, according to the 
ey apoſtle, for which we are to contend. 


it II. Wo are, in the ſenſe of the text, in 
e vited into this conteſt, 


| 2 $ III. Wirtn whom they are to ſtrive, 


his EY IV. How, or, in what manner, the con- 
i- {tention ſhould be carried on. 

ore 

de- V. I SHALL take notice of ſome ſpecial 
10 difficulties, which will attend it. And, 
ud 3 

em LAST LX, I ſhall ſet before you ſome of 
be- ¶ thoſe motives which, even in theſe bad 
ard times, may encourage our faithfulneſs, and 
al. refolution, in this important conflict. 


I. I am to enquire what it is, according 
to the apoſtle, for which we are to contend. 
C OUR 


10 The Chriſtiam Strife 


Ou holy religion commends diligence in 
buſineſs, and an honeſt induſtry in endea- 
vouring to encreaſe our worldly ſubſtance, FR 
it allows it to be a laudable ambition, for us 
to deſire ſome good degree of intereſt in the 
regard of our fellow creatures; for, a good FR 
name is better than precious ointment w: but 
theſe, are not the things, for which we are? 
called, in this place, to ſtrive. Truth alſo, , 
of every kind, is always worth maintaining; 
but our apoſtle doth not deſign, by this ad. 
vice, to excite us only to a contention for? 
that which is to be diſcover'd by the light of 
nature: much leſs doth he at all intend, to 
engage our regard to ſuch doctrines and in- 
ſtitutions in religion, as are propos'd to our 
belief and practice by meer human authority, 

And though the outward forms, and more 
circumſtantial things in religion, which have 
the divine ſanction to recommend them, ate 
to be carefully maintain'd ; yet the apoſtle 
doth not put us upon {ſtriving only for theſe; 
or for ſpeculative truths of leſſer importance: 
nor does he mean, that all our zeal ſhould be 
employed in the defence of ſome truths of 
greater conſequence, while others are neg- 
lected ; no, nor for all truth, only in ſpe- 
culation. But he recommends it, as of the 
laſt conſequence to religion, and the good of 
our own ſouls, that we ſhould fr:ve together 
Jor the faith, fo all the faith of the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel, A noble ſubjet! a moſt inva- 
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L luable treaſure, indeed! and well worthy our 
X jiricteſt attention, and the exertion of all ou 


capacities to preſerve and defend! And then, 
1. W1THOUT all doubt, the apoſtle means 

by this direction, that we ſhould contend for 

divine revelation, as the rule of faith, We 


are always obliged to defend the diſcoveries 


which the light of nature, though fallen, 
affords us with regard to the exiſtence and 
attributes of God, the diſplay of his glory 
which appears in his works and providentigl 
kingdom, and the obligations of natural con- 


ſcience in the government of the judgment 


and conduct of mankind. But, the faith, 
which is here recommended by the apoſtle, 
is that more perfect and glorious diſcover 


EZ which God has made in his word, and has been 
2 graciouſly pleaſed to deliver to his ſaints x. 
Convinced that this is, verily, the word of 
God, and the only perfect rule of faith and 
obedience, we cannot ſurely be too ſolicitous, 
about its ſecurity and propagatiqn. And we 
hall find our ſelves more eſpecially call'd 
upon to its defence, when men plead the 
ſufficiency of natural reaſon, in order to 
2 weaken its authority; and when they expoſe 
2 themſelves to the ſame cenſure, which our 
Lord, ſo juſtly, pronounced upon many, 
when he appeared upon earth; namely, that 
bhis was their condemnation, that light was 
= come into the world, but they loved darkneſs 


rather than light, If this charge was juſt 
* Jude iii. ; 


C 2 againſt 
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againſt thoſe, who preferr'd the dawning 
light of the legal diſpenſation, to the ſun. 
ſhine of the goſpel ; it certainly reflects with 
more ſtrength upon thoſe, who caſt con- 
tempt upon both, in order to do honour to | 
human reaſon, which is by the fall ſo much 
benighted and deprav'd. And the true cauſe 
of all this, it is to be feared, is the ſame 
now, that it was then, namely, becauſe their 
deeds are evily, Here lies the bias; men 
would not have divine revelation to be true, 
becauſe it carries its oppoſition to their ſen- 
ſual inclinations much farther, than the mot. 
virtuous principles of mere nature. Bu 
they don't conſider, that this is one great 
evidence of its divine original; and that, at 
the ſame time, it provides for our moſt va- 
luable intereſts, infinitely better, than any 
of the ſchemes that human contrivance ha 
ever advanced in the world, or than the re- 
ligion of nature, it ſelf, can pretend to. 
AND if right reaſon did but do its of- 
fice, ſurely, a revelation conſiſting of ſuch 
various parts, written at ſuch very diſtant 
periods of time, by perſons of ſuch different 
genius's, characters and circumſtances; and 
yet containing one uniform ſcheme, ſhould 
bid fair for the credit of mankind : and much 
more ſo, when the truth of its hiſtory appears 
all along confirm'd by thoſe of the heathen 
nations round about : but moſt of all, when 
ſuch a variety of prophecies, contained in it, 


John iii. 19. 
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are found to be exactly fulfill'd; and its ſub- 
lime doctrines, ſo pure in their own nature, 
h and ſo happily calculated to promote the 
„glory of God, and the good of mankind, 
to ſtand ſupported by ſuch numerous and moſt 
h FS aſtoniſhing miracles, perform'd in ſo publick 
ſe da manner, as to leave as full a confirmation 
ne of the truth of the whole, as the nature of 
ir the thing will bear: I fay, when theſe, and 
en other arguments which have been often pro- 
e. duced, in defence of the ſacred ſcriptures, are 
n- FS urged, one would be ready to think, that 
men, who value themſelves on their ſuperior 
t reaſon, ſhould be aſhamed of their ſcepticiſm. 
1 But ſad experience teaches us otherwiſe : 
at! and ſuch is the caſe of fallen nature, that 
a. how rational ſoever the revealed will of God 
ny FT is (and, to be ſure, it is perfectly ſo) yet, it 
takes not proper place on the minds of men, 
re- till it comes reinforc'd with the ſpecial power 
of the divine Spirit: which is alſ{g4 ſtanding 
of. evidence of the truth of that” revelation, 
ch where the neceſſity of this work is often aſ- 
int ſerted. G 
ent THEREFORE When this word ſpoken by 
nd holy men, under the immediate inſpiration 


110 of the holy Spirit, and ſupported with ſuch 


ich miraculous evidence, is flighted ; when we find 
ar the weak and contradictory reaſonings of phi- 
[en WTF loſfophy oppos'd to diſpenſations, not only gi- 
en ven forth by the miniſtry of angels, but preach- 
it, ed by the Son of God himſelf, ſeal'd by his 


blood, and confirm'd by his reſurrection from 
are N Op | the 
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the dead; ſurely, I ſay, when any attempts ar 
made to weaken the authority of theſe ſacred Þ 
records, or leſſen the regard of mankind io 
them; nothing can be of more importance 
to the honour of God, who has bleſs'd u; 
with fo diſtinguiſhing a favour ; nothing of 
more conſequence to our own ſouls, and the 
fouls of other men, than that we, who pro- 
feſs to have received the word of God hy 
faith, and to have felt its influence by the 
power of the Spirit in our hearts, ſhould en- 
deavour, with the moſt conſtant and lively h. 
application, to preſerve ſo invaluable a trea- th 
fure amongſt us. ae 
THe hiſtory of the church gives us large ac. 
counts of the power and policy that was, from ¶ be 
time to time, employ'd by heathen princes, in 
order to deprive mankind of this ineſtimable th 
bleſſing: and, vou well know, that the locking on 
up the word of God from the people was «1 
the fatal engine, by which all the abomina- co 
tions of Rome prevail'd in the world, and BW 11 
millions of ſouls were ruin d. So that when vi. 
we conſider through what innumerable dan- A 
gers, and what mighty oppoſition, the ſacred 
canon has been convey'd down to us, in its ta 
native purity, we can hardly help acknow- Wd: 
ledging, that its amazing preſervation is no 
ſmall confirmation of its divine original. 1 Wn: 
need not ſay what abundant light it has dif- Wh: 
fuſed in theſe parts of the world, ſince it oc 
has been reſcued from popith hands by our Wn 


great reformers, Nor need I tell you = no 
| 0 


for the Faith of the Gos RI. 15 


MF poſition that has been made to divine reve- 
lation by ſome no arts have been neglected 

Eby others, no inſtruments unemploy'd; that 
could be made uſe of, in different forms, to 
ET undermine its authority. | 
= ATTEMPTS have been gradually made on 
the letter of the ſcripture : here a word, and 
there a phraſe has been diſputed ; now one 
EZ verſe, and then another, has been called in 
5 queſtion; and when the enemies of the faith 
have prevailed on ſome to give up theſe, 
they have proceeded farther; and have en- 


8 : chapter, or a book, and at laſt, as has often 


been the caſe, they have boldly ſtruck at all. 
hut how tender are men of the letter of 
e thoſe laws that have only an human ſancti- | 
gon? and with how much reaſon; ſince a fin- 
ge word, or even a point, is often of ſuch 
- We conſequence as to determine the ſenſe? We 
1 WF [hall therefore, certainly, find ourſelves obliged 
n WF vigorouſly to contend for every word, that 
- appears to be revealed from heaven; nor 
d etre up the divine authority of an jota con- 
i WW tain'd in our bibles ; without the fulleſt evi- 
„dence that it ought not to ſtand there. 

10 


Bur if theſe men cannot perſwade us to 
part with the letter of the ſcripture, they 
have another method, by which they have 
too often ſucceeded with unwary perſons : 
ur and that is, by repreſenting it to be a matter of 


at no great conſequence, except it be in a very 
of few 
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| of late years, beſides the open and rude op- 


deavoured to diſpute away the authority of 
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16 De Chriſtian Strife I 
few things, whether we fix upon the try t 
ſenſe and meaning of it, or no. Thus they 
would perſwade us, that, ſo long as we own 
the bible to be the word of God, we may be 
very innocently miſtaken about, almoii, 
every thing it contains. - 

I FREELY own,[I think the injunction, in my 
text, obliges us to make a public and explicit 
confeſſion, as proper occaſion offers, of even 
doctrine which we believe to be contained ii 
the word of God. The ſimplicity of the gol: 
pel, I think, naturally requires this; and with. WW 
out it, no communion can be ſecured from a 
mixture of perſons of the moſt corrupt prin- 
ciples, that have ever been advanced in the 
World. If a bare aſſent to the letter d 
ſcripture were ſufficient, without regard had 
to the ſenſe of it, the belief of tranſubſtan- WF ” 
tiation it ſelf, and the blaſphemies of the WR © 
Anthropomorphites, would be no bars to te. 
ligious fellowſhip. I doubt not, indeed, but WW * 
many good men, who, ſome years ago, refu- Wl” 
ſed to join with their brethren in a public Wt © 
ſubſcription to the collective ſenſe of ſcrip- 
ture, with regard to the fundamental princi 
ples of chriſtianity, which were then attacked, 
were intimidated, from apprehenſions, that 


by doing ſo, they ſhould caſt ſome diſgrac 


upon the letter of divine revelation. But, tl 
ſurely, they little thought, that ſo many o th 
thoſe, who at that time moſt ſtrenuoulyM'* 
urg'd this objection, would, fo ſoon, hae le 
ventured to uſe the letter of it in the manne: © 


the) 
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I they have done. They have, ſome of them, 
TS lived to ſee, that not a few, who then 
treated the ſound and faithful confeſſions of 
their forefathers with great contempt, and 
WT repreſented thoſe, who thought themſelves 
g obliged to bear their publick teſtimony to the 
great truths they contained, as no friends 
to the bible, have themſelves pleaded for the 
8 ſufficiency of the light of nature, without it. 
And thus mens minds being led off, firſt, from 
Ja due regard to the ſenſe of the ſcriptures 
and then,to the importance,even, of the let- 
ter; too many have given up good part of 
their bibles; and ſome have renounced, 
and caſt contempt on the whole. We, there- 
fore being convinced, that this divine book 
contaips the pure word of God, are obliged to 
bold ft the form * of it; and, at the ſame 
ume, not to ſtrive, merely, about words, 
vithout maintaining the proper ideas that 
are annexed to them: for this would not 


projit, but tend to the ſubverting of the hear- 
ers ®, . And then, 

2. By ſtriving for the faith of the goſpel, 
no doubt, theApoſtle intends, that we thould 
rive for faith itſelf, in oppoſition to the 


| plea of carnal and unrenewed reaſon. The 


grace which the ſcriptures recommend under 
this character, is, in its living principle, of 
the utmoſt importance to ſalvation ; and in 


its growth and exerciſe, of the greateſt con- 


ſequence to our ſpiritual welfare. The ac- 
count there given of it, ſufficiently diſtin- 
* 2 Tu, i 13. 2 Chap. ii. 14. 
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18 The Chriſtian Strife 
guiſhes it from any natural power. It is, repre. . 
ſented in the ſcriptures, as the ſpecial pp: . 
of Ged b; as his peculiar gift to ſome, for all 
men have not faith e; as the ſpecial privileg Wl 
of God's eleftd ; as that which gives them the MY. 
character of his Children e; ; by which they 
are /uſtified f; and have acceſs to the fathers, 
the ſhneld with which they quench all the en 
darts of the wicked h; and the victory that i. 
vercometh the world; i; the grace by which they 
live here k; and 3 which there is no fal. 
vation, hereafter l. It is for the exerciſe of thi 
grace, that the patr iarchs and other worthiesan 
o highly commended, in the xith of the H- 
brews ;\ becauſe they, hereby, truſted the pro- 
miſe of God, for things out of the reach d 
natural reaſon ,and,even, againſt hope believed 
in hope m. Now, when men ariſe, who den 
that there is any ſuch gift of heaven, or, in. 
deed, any neceſſity for it; when the name, 
as well as the thing, is derided ; and when i 
is repreſented as the mere effect of ſtrong 
and enthuſiaſtick imagination; it is time, then, 
for ſuch as fear God, and believe in the pol 
pel of Chriſt, who have felt the inward al 
vantage of this grace, and by the help of it 
re!t on the rock of ages, and behold the 
good land afar off; ſorely, I ſay, it is ther 


b Col. ii. h Eph. vi. 16. 
c 2 Theft. i . ö 1 John v. 4. 
. | * Rom. i. 17. 
© Gal. iii. 26, 1 Mark xvi. 16. 
f Gal. ii. 16. m Rom. iv. 18. 


b Erh. 1 i. 18 —chap. ili. 12. 
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| a high time, ſor them to contend earneſtly for 
gift of ſuch importance. And, as we are 


thus to rive for divine revelation, and for 
that grace by which we receive its myſte- 


ies, and partake of the advantages it propo- 
es; ſo, 


. Ws muſt rive for the whole doctrine 


yf theſe ſacred books; that, when any will 
endeavour to disjoin it, it may be preſerved 
entire. If any would ſo divide the old te- 
ament from the new, as to bring either the 
w, or the goſpel, into contempt ; if an 
Would ſeparate juſtification and ſanctificati- 
In, which, however, diſtinct in themſelves, 
Pod has ſo firmly united together, that they 


 WHuſt never be divided; if any endeavour to 
0 Et ſpeculative things in ſuch a light, as tends 
wr © depreciate the importance of practical re- 
ion; or if, on the other hand, any lay 
in. 


ch ſtreſs on morality, as to render faith un- 
Wcellary; we muſt oppoſe ſuch men, 


WW /chool-maſter to bring us unto Chriſt n; 


che goſpel as that meſſage of grace, which 
a0. confirm'd by the lau and the prophets o; 
7 d that gives us the beſt commentary on the 


I teſtament diſpenſation, We mult labour 
maintain that faith, which is livingP, and 
ngs forth the fruits of holineſs; and that 
ity, which is the genuine product of evan- 
cal faith, and the beſt evidence of a 
lined condition. And, | 


Gal, iii, 24. » Lake xviii, 31, James ii. 17. 


high 
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rive for the uniform doctrine of the 
Wriptures : that fhe lau may be conſider'd as 
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4. Ir is our duty alſo, according to thei 3 
apoſtle's direction, to /fr:ve for every parti. 
cular doctrine of the goſpel : and our con- 
tention, for each of theſe, ſhould be in pr. 


portion to their importance; and according 
to the oppoſition they, ſeverally, meet with uM 


the world. 
SoM E articles of faith enter into the ven 


eſſence and vitals of chriſtianity : and thel: 2 
to be ſure, muſt be defended with our utmol 


care and ſtrength ; for if the foundations | 


deſtroyed, what can the righteous do 1? Au 
though we are to buy the truth, and ſell iſ 
rt of itr; yet, right reaſon will ſurcyE 


inſtruct us, that there is a difference: ai 


the example of our Lord and his apoſtle; 
if ſufficiently attended to, will lead us to e- 


ert our endeavours, with the greateſt watch 1 


fulneſs and vigour, againſt ſuch errors, as trix 


molt at the glory of God, and the ſalvatin | 


of the ſouls of men. The tithing of mii 
annis, & cummin,ought to have been regard 
by the Jews; but the employing their wa 
meſt zeal and principal care about theſe le 
things, to the neglect of the werghtier matter 
the laws, was juſtly condemn'd by our Saviol 

| AND then, we muſt fr7ve, for the d 
erent articles of the chriſtian faith, wi 
a warmth and induſtry , proportional 
to the oppoſition they meet with in 
world; and as they are ſeverally, from ti! 
to time, call'd. in queſtion, renounc'd, orb 


2 Pl. xi. Jo r Prov. XX111, 23. - Mat. xxill. 23˙ | 
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9 tray d. The apoſtles, you ſee, ſet them- 


f. ſelves againſt the errors of judaizing teachers, 
and thoſe who would have introduc'd the 


corrupt philoſophy of the Greeks into the 
chriſtian 8 and they vigorouſly oppo-— 
ſed the errors of the Nicholaitans, and the 
Gunoſticks, and others, that prevailed in 
their times. This was alſo the practice of 
their faithful ſucceſſors in after ages of the 
church : and thus our great reformers, from 
popery, levell'd all their artillery againſt the 
corruptions of Rome, and, eſpecially, againſt 
ſuch of them, on which the antichriſtian fa- 
brick was chiefly built; ſuch as the doctrine 
of juſtification by works, and the idolatrous 
ſacrifice of the maſs, which took place of 


che atonement of Chriſt. And thus, we are 


called, at this day, to bend our ſtrength againſt 
the corruptions of our own times; and that 
in proportion to their growth, and the degree 


of their malignity: and to uſe our utmoſt en- 


deavours in the defence of thoſe truths, which 
are of the greateſt conſequence in themſelves, 
and meet with moſt oppoſition from gain- 
layers. | Sos 
THvus the knowledge God hath been 
| pleaſed to communicate of himſelf, by divine 
revelation, in the doctrine of the ever bleſſed 
Trinity, is of the greateſt importance to his 
glory; who will, ſurely, be explicitly ado- 
red, in proportion to the diſcoveries he is 
pleaſed to make of himſelf. It is of ſuch 
conſequence to the whole economy of our 
ſalvation, that it is the very plan and baſis | 
on 
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E 
on which it is built; on which it appears tg 
be the moſt beautiful ſtructure that was eve 
contrived; and, without which, 1t is nothing 
but confuſion. We are, therefore, under 
indiſpenſable obligations to defend it. It is 
a doctrine, unknown, indeed, to the religion 


of nature, which many among us, would re. 
waged as ſufficient to lead us to happineſs; 


but Yet, it is moſt clearly reveal'd in the MF: 
ſcriptures; and without it they cannot be N 
underſtood. Tis true, it is myſterious, and | 
ſo muſt every thing, that concerns the nature = 
of God, be to us; but, as it wants not the 
laineſt evidence, ſo it ought to be embraced WW” 
and defended by us, with the greateſt watch: WR” 
fulneſs and vigour. The three glorious per- : 

- ſons have the ſame nature, attributes, works, 5 
and worſhip, aſcribed to them in ſcripture; y 
and yet the unity of the godhead is conſtant- . 
ly aſſerted: and therefore we may boldly |" 
maintain this great doctrine, All the evaſi- WE 2 
ons that have been uſed to avoid the force , 
of ſcripture evidence in this caſe, are merely ; 
ſo; and though the ſons of reaſon have given 5 
our Redeemer ſometimes the character of a ; 
nominal, and at other times, of an inferior; 4 
and delegated God, and fo have allowed him L 
a lower kind of worſhip ; yet, let it be re- , 


membred, that God 7s one, and his name 1s 
one*, and he will. not give his glory to ano- 
ther". And the Holy Ghoſt, foreſeeing the 
contradiction that would ariſe to the divinity 


Zech. xiv. g. n. 48. 11. 
of 


ws a5 a3 wc 1 a< 


r ile Faith of the Gos pRI. 23 
er Chriſt, has taken care to leave his cha- 


aer in ſuch terms, as might render the 
E oppoſers of his Godhead inexcuſable. In 


aries of Chriſt's glory try, whether they 


| tan poſſibly find out words, that can more 


Whizheſt dignity, of the divine nature, than 
Wheſe do. Chriſt is, often, call'd God *, in the 
Wcriptures; he is call'd, the mighty God v, 
7 ovab*, and the Almighty®; he has the ſe- 
WS cral attributes, of eternity, immenſity, and 


Polineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, and truth aſcribed 
Wo him, in as lofty a manner, as his divine 


Ihe world; for, all things were made by him, 
und without him was not any thing made that 
as made b: that, the reins of providential 
government are in his hand; for, he upholds all 
lings by the word of his power e, and by him all 


lings conſiſt d; that he rules alſoin the ſpiri- 


Furche; for, his throne is for ever and ever f, 
Ind, he hath a name written upon his veſture, 


dl. ii. 9. < Heb, i. 3. 
"Pf. xlv. 6. 4 Col. i. 17. 
' Tia, ix. 6. © Eph. 1. 22. 
| * XX111, 6. f Heb. i. 8. 
Rev. i. 8 a t Rev. xix. 16. 
* John, i. 3. ; | 


Ous 


in, we are told, dwelleth all the fulneſs of 
be Godbeud bodily vw. Now, let the adver- 


Wully expreſs the eſſential perfection, and 


mnipreſence, of infinite wiſdom, power, 


Father. He is declar'd to be the creator of 


Wual kingdom, and is head over all things to the 


| ind on his thigh, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 
Pf .0RD$8, The ſcriptures aſcribe that glori- 


v 
| 
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ous diſplay of divine power, which will he 
manifeſted in the reſurrection of the. dead, y 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt h; and, aſſure us, tha 
he will, not only, raiſe all mankind from th 
grave, but bring them to his bar of judy. 
ment i; and that, in order to do juſtice, q 
that great occaſion, he ſearches all heart 
and treaſures up, not only, the words and ad. 
ons, but, all the ſecret thoughts of even 
man that, has ever lived, or ſhall live, in th 
world k; and that, the diſpoſal of future, ani 
eternal rewards and puniſhments, is at hi 
pleaſure ; that he has he keys of hell and 
death | ; that he opens and no man ſhuts, ali 
ſhuts and no man opens m. But, leaſt me 
{ſhould be tempted to explain away theſe gre 
characters, as powers and honours delegate 
to a creature, and aſcribed to our Saviour 
only in that (ſenſe; it is ſaid, you ſee, in th 
words of the text juſt now mentioned, that, 
in him, that is, in his perſon, dwelleth, thi 
is, reſides, and perpetually continues, the Gu 
bead; not the nature of God only, not com- 
municated power and honour only, but tt 
veryGodbead. And leaſt this ſhould not be ſub 
ficient, it is not in meaſure, but, rhe fuln| 
of the Godhead : yea, to leave his divinity, l 
the propereſt and higheſt ſenſe, without ay 
diſpute, all the fulneſs of the Godhead : thi 
rich abundance of incomprehenſible perfect 
ons, of which the divine nature is full, a 


n John v. 28, 29. 1 Rev. i. 18. her 
i Ver 5 , . iu. 7. * | 
& Rey, ii. 23. = 


reſide 
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W-Gdcs in him: and then, leaſt any ſhould ob- 
ect his humanity to this, it is added, that 
mis infinite ulneſs of the Godhead dwells in 
Whim bodi ly. | | 
lr is not my deſign to enlarge on this 
ſubjiect; but only to encourage you in a 
faithful defence of fo important a doctrine, 
Igom an inſtance or two of that clear evi- 
dence we have for it in the ſcriptures. I 
ball, therefore, only mention one argument 
more; which may be drawn from the moſt 
remarkable inſtance of worſhip, that, I think, 
js to be found in the whole bible. It is re- 
Fcorded in the yr Chapter of the Revelation. 
You have a very glorious repreſentation in 
he preceeding chapter of the throne of God 
rected in heaven, and of his majeſty who 
Wat on it : the deſcription 1s evidently taken 
from the temple worſhip : and then, in this 
hapter, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is deſcribed 
inder the character of 2 lamb that had been 


1dft of the throne, and taking the book out of . 
the right hand of him that ſat upon it. And 
hen he had taken the book, we read that 

the four beaſts, and four and twenty el- 
ers fell down before the lamb, having every 
de of them harps, and golden vials full of 
wurs, which are the prayers of the ſaints. 
and they ſung a new ſong, ſaying, thou art. 
worthy to take the book, and to open the ſeals 
thereof : for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt re- 
remed us to God by thy blood, out of every 
E kindred, 


ain, and is repreſented, as ſtanding in the 
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kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation 
and haſt made us unto our God kings an 
prieſts : and we ſpall reign on the earth, Ani 
I beheld, and I heard the voice of many ar. 
gels round avout the throne, and the beaſi 
and the elders : and the number of them u 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and tha. 
ſands of thouſands; ſaying with a loud vic 
worthy is the lamb that was ſlain, 1M 
receive power, and riches, and vi ſdin 
and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, aut 
blefiing. And every creature which is i 
heaven, and on the earth, and under th 
earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and dl 
that are in them, heard J, ſaying, bleſſing 
and honour, and glory, and power be unt 
him that ſitteth upon the throne, and un 
the lamb for ever and ever, And the fa 
beaſts ſaid, Amen. And the four and twent 
elders fell down and worſhipped him that |: 
veth for ever and ever n. Here you ſee tit 
Father and the Son are in the ſame throne; 
and innumerable multitudes of creatures, d 
every rank and order, angels, beaſts, and 
elders ſurround the toot-ſtool of it, with ti 
molt profound adoration, and unite, in th 
moſt ſolemn manner, in the ſame act « 
- worſhip. They are not repreſented as offe- 
ing difterent kinds, or different degrees 
homage, to theſe two glorious perſons ; n 
religious worthip to the Father only, and 
vil honour to the Son; nor an higher degre 


n Ver. 8—14. 


( 
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p divine adoration to the one than to the other. 
Wrhere is, indeed, a particular perſonal addreſs 
Jo the Father, and 4 new ſong to the Son: 
Nut then they unite the praiſe in the cloſe, 
Ind conclude this ſolemn act of worſhip, 
With aſcribing the ſame vleffing, and honour, 
id glary, and power to the lamb, that they 
ſcribe to him that fits on the throne. And thus, 

'l | this very remarkable act of worthip is a fol: 
cient comment on that divine preſcription, 
lat all men ſhould honour the Son, even as 
e honour the Father 9. 

| OTHER evidences from, ſcripture might 
be abundantly produc'd; but one would 
think that theſe two ſhould be ſufficient, 
with thoſe who pay any proper regard to 
divine revelation, to determine this point: 
And, indeed, it is aſtoniſhing, that any, who 
read and conſider ſuch paffages, ſhould dare 
to entertain a leſſening thought of the divine 
nature of our great Redeemer. Some have 
pretended that it is a matter of mere ſpe- 
culation, and, therefore, of no great 3 
quence to be determined: but, you ſee, 
enters into the very eſſence of our olds; 


1 which we can never perform aright, while 
are unſettled about the object of it. For 


if Chriſt be God, muſt it not be moſt dan- 
ner to rob him of the honour which is 
due to his nature? Or, on the other hand, if 
he be but a creature, or, which is the fame 
thing, a voluntary production of the Father, 
o John v. 23. 

23 © how 


1 
N 
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how dangerous mult it be to give him any 


It. is on this depends the value of his ſatiſ 


fied the gift and ſacrifice of his humanity: 


been committed to either of them; but our 


religious worſhip at all}? But he is, indeed, Gy 
over all, bleſſed for ever ?; and his divinity 
the brighteſt jewel in his crown ; and, there. 
fore, his followers muſt above all defend it 


faction; this was the golden altar that ſand. 


it is this that gives life to our faith, firm. 
neſs to our hope, and renders the found. 
tion of our happineſs ſecure. Angels and 
men have fallen from the original rectitude 
of their natures, and a truſt of this kind 
would have, therefore, been unſafe if it had 


Saviour is our God, and the eternal intereſ; 
of a believer are, therefore, ſecure in hi 
hands, | 

I MIGHT, alſo, obſerve how clearly the 
ſcripture reveals the perſonal exiſtence, and 
the divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. I might 
ſhew you what concern he is there repre- 
reſented to have in the works of creation, 
and providence ; that he moved upon the us 
ters q; that he garniſhed the heavens r, and 
that he breathed into man the breath of life“ 
that he continually renews the face of tie 
eartht; and that the wheel of the providen- 
tial kingdom is moved, not by created migi! 


nor power, but by the Spirit of the Lord u. 


r Rom. ix. 5. 5 Gon. ii. 7. 
1 Gen. i. 2. t Pf. civ. 30. 
Job xxvi, 13. u Zech. iv. 6. 


might 


ts 


night farther urge the divine character of 
ine third perſon in the ſacred Trinity, from 
the concern he has in our falvation ; and ob- 
W {:cve, that he formed the humane nature of 


cChriſt ; deſcended on him as à dove x, and 


creates the new creature; that he is the ſancti- 
H fer, guide, and comforter of the church; that 
in his name we are baptized, and bleſſed 5 
und that to him the apoſtle prayed, that he 


would make the Theſſalonians 70 increaſe, 
e and abound in love one towards another, and 
dards all men: to the end he might ftabliſh 
« WE their hearts unblameable in holineſs before 
ir WE God, even our Father, at the coming of our - 
bord Jeſus Chriſt with all bis ſaints 2. 1 
i WW might, thus, not only produce ſufficient e- 
vidence for theſe truths ; but, more particu- 
i WB larly, ſet before you their great importance. 
Bat, I hope, what has been ſaid is ſufficient to 
b. ſbew you, that when we are directed to ſtrive 
r tbe faith of the goſpel, we are taught to 
n contend for the infinite and eternal honour 
- that belongs both to the Redeemer and the 
nd Sanctifier of the church. When we ſtrive 
ie faith of the goſpel, we are obliged to 
le contend for the dignity of Chriſt Jeſus, who 
-s the great author and finiſher of that faith a; 
ho, as he was the ſubſtance of the Moſai- 
cal ſhadows, the great ſubject of the ſpirit 
” Mak i. 18, 2 1 The. iii. 12, 13. 
: it „ Heb, xii, 2. 
Acts 2, 3, 4. 
ht of 
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on his apoſtles zn tongues of fire); that he 
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body, ſoul, and ſpirit*; who ſupports us un- 


> 5 "Oy | ö 


of prophecy under the old teſtament gif. Ml 

nſation, ſo he is, more fully, the reveal; i 
object of our f2:th under the new teſtament 
and the ſum of the goſpel ; for other found: 
tion can no man lay than that is laid, whit 
7s Jeſus Chrift b, to know him 7s life eternal: 
and he 7s all and in all to them that belieye!, 
When we tri ve for the faith of the goſpel, we 
muſt rive for the glory of that Spirit, whoſe 
goſpel this is; whoſe temples we are e; and 
who only can make his own word favingly 
effectual on our hearts, and create in us the 
new. nature: who ſancti ſies us throughout, in 


der all the trials and afflictions of time, and 
fills our ſouls with divine conſolation : who 
guides us through this howling wildernck 
and brings us ſafe at laſt to glory. Thu 
then, the ſtrongeſt ties of duty, love, and 


gratitude, oblige us all, who are indebted to 4 
our great Redeemer, for his blood and righte- Wl ;. 
ouſneſs; and to the Sanctifier, Guide, and Wi ;. 
Comforter of the church, for all the grace and Wi ., 
meetneſs we have, or ever ſhall have for that hi 
glory purchas'd for us; that, with faithfulneis a 
and diligence, we ſtand faſt to the glory of both 0 
theſe divine perſons; and, according to our Wil ; 
_ meaſure, vindicate that right they have to Ml b 
equal honour with the divine Father, again lf ;j 
every oppoſer ; for there are three that bear d 
„„ i, . nt 

© John xvii, 3. 1 Thef. v. 23. m 


4 Col. iii. 11. 


record 
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Lord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
le Holy Ghoſt : and theſe three are one 8. 

go x to proceed. In the time in which 
we live, it muſt be our great concern to 


rive for the faith of the goſpel, reſpecting 


attribute which the ſcriptures conſtantly 
E :{cribe to God, and for which he muſt cer- 


kingdom, and the children of his family, 


E themſelves obliged to rive in defence of 
this prerogative of the Almighty, in oppoſi- 
tion to all ſuch who would ſet the laws of un- 


principle of the preſent times, and propaga- 
0 Wi id with great art and induſtry, that there 
"WT i; certain moral fitneſs of things, which is 
so be conſider'd abſtracted from God, and is 
en eternal law which binds the Almighty 
a WW himſelf ; and of this law poor fallen worms 
yl ir ready to think themſelves proper judges 
tl WY too. Thus they bring God's reveal'd will to 
r che bar of this ſuppos'd fitneſs ; try his word 
4 by this ſtandard ; and what ſuits not with it 


doth is right and fit ; but then, ſurely, this 
mination, But, what is the fitneſs for which 


s 1 John v. 7. . 
rs 1 9 theſe 


: the ſovereignty of God. Ihis is an effential 
character of the divine nature, and glory; an 


E thinly have a great regard: and thoſe, who 
have a proper ſenſe of their dependance on 
| God, not only , as the ſubjects of 4 


but as the creatures of his power, will find 


E renewed reaſon above him. It is a favourite 


they reject. Now, no doubt, what God 


fitneſs ariſes from his own nature and deter- 
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theſe men plead, as the proper rule of juz. 
ment? It is, truly, no other than the de. 
termination of their own weak and fallih| 
minds: a very uncertain rule of judgment 
indeed for, notwithſtanding the re. 
mains of natural knowledge, which the wi. 
ſeſt and beſt of men retain ſince the fall, i 
is eaſy to obſerve, that there is no ſuch abſo. 
lute dependance to be placed upon it as; 
pleaded for. This appears from the differ. 
ent opinions about moral good, and eyl, 
which ariſe among themſelves. In mam 
inſtances it might be ſhewn, that what 
good in the opinion of one man, 1s evil in 
that of another; and what is beſt known of 
moral fitneſs, even by thoſe who pay 10 
great regard to divine revelation, is what they 
have learned from thence. However it ö 
plain, that as all things derive their orig- 
nal from God, ſo every right idea we frame 
muſt flow from him too. And fitneſs muſt, 
therefore, be what is agreeable to his nature 
and mind; and that isonly ſo. To talk of 
any thing of this kind prior to, and ab- 
ſtrated from God, is to ſet up ſomethin 
above him, as well as ſomething before him, 
which ſhould give him laws: and this is 
no other, in the end, but humane res- 
ſon, and fallen reaſon: too: it is a pride of 
nature ariſing from the fruit of that tree 
of which our firſt parents eat. And thus 
have the faſhionable teachers of our time, at- 
tempted todethrone the great Jehovah, the af: 

cauſe 
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auſe of all things, the fountain and ſource 
of true reaſon and righteouſneſs, and to 


Wtions above him: this idol human reaſon 
their ſupream God, and they bow down 
ad worſhip it. It is from this principle, 


his decrees, and the ſovereign right which he 
; ferts to diſtribute his grace where, and when, 
7 d to whom he pleaſes, among the fallen 
ace of mankind ; and, indeed, to every other 
Wyſtery of the goſpel. If theſe men, through 
Me darkneſs of their unrenewed minds, don't 
e the fitneſs of the union of the two na- 
Wiccs in Chriſt, or of his ſatisfaction for the 
Ins of his people; theſe doctrines, and many 
thers, though ever ſo clearly reveal'd, are 
ald in queſtion, It muſt, therefore, be 


* 


erogatory to the honour of God prevails, to 
rive for that Faith that gives him glory; 
Fhich teaches us to believe, that all he does 
indeed juſt and fit h; and that it is neceſſa- 
ly ſo; but, at the ſame time, obliges us to 
knowledge, that it is moſt unfit, that he 
ould be obliged to render to us an account 
bis matters I. 

1 aMalſo perſwaded you will be of opinion, 
it the doctrine of original guilt, together with 
it of the depravity of human nature, and 
 impotency of fallen man to recover him- 


e Deut. xxxii. 4. : 1 Job xxxili. 13. 


et up their own weak and depraved imagi- 


What all the violent oppoſition flows, which 
made to the revelation God has given of 


reatly neceſſary, while a principle ſo very 


ſelf 
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whence ariſes our pride, revenge, and (e- 
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ſelf out of this unhappy condition, are point 
ſo evident, and of ſuch conſequence, as . 
require our watchful regard, and moſt vigy 
rous defence; eſpecially at this time, whey 
they are oppoſed with ſo much warmth, and, 
by many, treated with deriſion. It is not 
only clearly revealed in ſcripture, that we al 
died in Adamk; that a clean thing canng 
come out of an unclean ;, that we are ſhajen 
in iniquity, and conceived in ſin m; and tha 
it is ſo far out of the power of a fallen cre 
ture to create himſelf a-new, or change hi 
own heart; that it is not in man to dire li 
own ſteps"; but, one would think, reaſn 
and experience, if at all attended to, ſhcull 
convince men, that theſe are their miſerable 
circumſtances by nature. Elſe, whence + 
riſes our natural ignorance; our alienatio 
from God ; and every thing that is truly good! 


ſuality, and all thoſe early appearances of a 
evil bias in human nature? whence the com- 
mon calamities under which the whole cre 
tion groans®? that miſery in every form, t 
which all our race is ſubject? thoſe numer 
diſcaſes and torturing pains of body, and thok 
manifold diſtreſſes of mind? the ſudden ai 
ſhocking diſappointments, and the mon 
lingring ſorrows which attend us from tis 
cradle to the grave? and whence that certill 


* 1 Cor. xv. 22. n Jer. x. 23. ” 
1 Job xiv. 4. | Rom. viii. 22. 
= Pal. Ii. 5. | 5 
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i; igolution of the union between ſoul and bo- 
ur, in which our ſhort continuance here doth 
f always terminate? Our modern teachers will 
ind it difficult, without allowing guilt on all 
human nature, to vindigate the divine proceed- 
Iyng herein, upon the doctrine of fitneſs; which 
I juſt now mention'd as their favourite princi- 
ple. If the Ethiopian cannot change his ſin, 
wr the Leopard his ſpotsP; if no man upon 
earth can add one cubit to his ſtature d; or 
nabe one hair white or . black * ; can it be 
poſſible for men, in the exerciſe of right rea- 
ſon, to conclude, that the moſt powerful 
genius among them, can be able to change 
his heart; renovate his nature; create him- 


*p 
. 
y 

K 
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ſtate of death, which, the ſcripture informs 
us, requires the ſame almighty power that 
raiſed our bleſſed Lord from the deads? The 
contradiction theſe doctrines have met with, 
as well as the former, ariſes from the pride 
of human nature, and partakes deeply of the 
guilt of our firſt parents, from whence it 
rung, It is an infolence in fallen creatures, 
that muſt be highly reſented by that God a- 
gainſt whom they have rebelled: it is alſo 
exceeding injurious to mankind, and has a 
tendency to ſeal them down in their fins; to 
hide the malignity of their diſeaſe from them; 
and to hinder their enquiry after the only 


. Þ Jer; xiti 23. r Ch. v. 36. 
23 73 
2 Matt. vi. 27. s Eph. i. 19, 20. 
Y 2 have 


ſelf a-new ; or raiſe himſelf from ſuch a 


method of cure: and, therefore, we, Who 
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have inwardly and effectually been convincd 
of theſe things, are under the ſtrongeſt obl. 
gations to maintain a due ſenſe of them upon 
our own minds, and to labour to promote the 
fame on the minds of other men. 

 AnD it naturally follows that we ſtrive fo 
the doctrine of Chriſt's ſatisfaction, as the 
only means of delivering men from this ſal 
condition. It is the evident deſign of th: 
ceremonial Law, and the Prophets, as well x 
of the whole new teſtament, to reveal thi 
great and important doctrine : a doctrine ſo 
ſublime, ſo worthy of God, ſo wile and pre 
cious in its contrivance, and ſo glorious init 
execution. A doctrine which ſo brightly di- 
plays every divine attribute, and is ſo equal 
to all the concerns of our ſalvation, muſt carry 
with it mighty evidence of its divine original, 
What indeed is all chriſtianity without it? and 
how fully and clearly is it reveal'd in the ſcrip- 
tures, that the very end for which Chril 
appear d in the world, and laid down hi 
life, was for the redemption of tranſgreſſors'; 
that he might be hruiſed for our iniquitie, 
and be made a propitiation for their remiſi. 
onu; that the inuities of us all, and ttt 
chaſtiſement of our peace, ſhould be laid upon 
him, that by his ftripes we might be healed"; 
that, thus, n ſhould be condemn'd in tit 
fHeſh* ; he, in our nature, being made a cur: 


for usY, and having his own ſelf born our fill 


© Heb. ix. 15, * Rom. viii. 3. 
» 1 John ii. 2. T Gal. ii. 13. 
5 Ita, li. 5 5 
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„ Lis own body on the tree *: and, in one 
Word, that he ſhould, thus, put away fin by 
Ve /acrifice of himſelf s? And yet you well 
now what treatment this doctrine hath met 
With, in our times. Sad degeneracy! How 
Ho theſe men reject the counſel of God againſt 
Femſelves b? If the death of Chriſt were, 
according to their ſcheme, to be conſidered 


yrdom for his doctrine; and an example of 
atience, and reſolution, and other virtues ; 


vas alſo crucified for us e. But other foun- 
lation can no man lay, than that which is 
dd. Let us, therefore, who find our 
elves indebted to ſuch an attonement, glorify 
e grace of God, by conſtantly pleading for 
e virtue of that precious blood, which 


n eanſeth us from all in e: and let us ſhew our 
ip- Moncern for the ſouls of men, by zealouſly 


xcommending to them the only balm f that 
an heal their wounds; the only proviſion 
y which they can be relieved, under the 
ie, Wt ſentence of the law of God, and the 
rrible apprehenſions of his wrath. | 
As the ſacrifice is offer d up; ſo the high 
neſt is enter d within the vails, and preſents 
e merits of his blood before the throne. 


e innumerable wants of his people require 
urj 31 Pet. ii. 24. 4 Ch. ü. 11. | 
fins, * Heb. ix. 26. © 1 Johni. 7. 

> Luke vii. 30. f fer. viii. 23 
1 Cor. i. 13. s Heb, ix. 7 72. 
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only as a confirmation of his miſſion; a mar- 


hen indeed were Chri/t divided, and Paul 
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his continual interceſſion there ; and touch 
with the feeling of their infirmities i, k. 
moſt tenderly and faithfully diſcharges thi Wi 
office. Surely, therefore, a ſenſe of our 
own ſpiritual and eternal intereſts, and ora. i 
titude to him, who ſo ſucceſsfully pleads for WW: 
us with God, ſhou'd engage us alſo to plea if 
with men, in defence of this part of his me- 
diatorial work, when any dare to call it in 
queſtion, Moreover, | 
Wr are, I conceive, required, by the 
oftle in our text, to contend for the honour 
of the Spirit of God, and the efficacy of hi 
grace, in the work of converſion. Exceyt 
this change be wrought in men, and that, 
by the ſupernatural operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, they are loſt for ever; for, we ar 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of th 
fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of Gul": 
The wind bloweth where it liſteth, au 
we hear the ſound thereof, but cannot tel 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth : | 
is every one that is born of the ſpirit" : and 
except a man be thus born again, he canm 
fee the kingdom of God m. Therefore, 3 
we tender the glory of the Lord the Spitl, 


own everlaſting welfare, and that of othe 
men; we muſt not, on any terms, pe 
with this great truth: a truth, which, the 


Hh. Mi. 25. 1 Chap. iii. 8. 
| —Chap. iv. 15, n — Ver. 3. 
* John i. 13. n Eph. ii. 10. 
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Jof this vaſt importance, is become the ſub- 
Ject of the ridicule of many, who yet dare 


Ito call themſelves chriſtians. Again, | 
Tax doctrine of juſtification by the blood 


of Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs imputed, is 


not merely, a ſpeculative point, but of ſuch 
high conſequence, as ſhould engage our 
ſtricteſt watchfulneſs for its preſervation, 
Our great Lord has both made an end of fin, 
and brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs® : 


is i-101y 12ade righteous p. And thus, as he paid 
bonn the price of our tranſgreſſions with 
at bis blood, ſo, he is the end of the law, for 


that r1ghteouſneſs, by which every one that 
helicveth q, is juſtified. And, ſurely then, 
when men being ignorant of God's righteouſ- 
neſs, and going about to eftabliſh their own 
ighteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted to the 
righteouſneſs of God”, when they neglect 


os bleſſed proviſion of grace themſelves, and 
and reach others to do ſo; the glory of God's 
zm oſtice, as well as of his wiſdom and good- 
. e, the honour of THE LORD OUR RIGHT· 


EOUSNESS®, and a juſt concern for the foun- 
lation of eternal hope, ſhould warm our hearts 
in this conteſt. 

THe abſolute neceſſity, alſo, of the ſancti- 
ncation of our hearts, and lives; and of the 


Dun. ix, r Ver. z. 


? Rom. v. 19. fjer. xxiii. 6. 
i Rom, x. 4. 


bringing 
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for, as by one man's diſobedience, many were 
made ſinners : ſo by the obedience of one, were 
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bringing forth thoſe fruits of obedience, and 


holineſs, which are the proper evidences of 


an evangelical, and lively faith, are points of 
doctrine, for which we are indiſpenſibly o- 
| bliged to rive. Without we are thus ye. 
newed in the ſpirit of our minds t, and adum 
the doctrines we profeſs, with an holy con- 
verſation, all our pretences to religion are 
vain; our faith is dead; nor can weexpet 
the end of true faith, the ſalvation of our 
fouls* : for though, when we have done al, 
ave are but unprofitable ſervants x; yet, with 
out holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord y. And, 
therefore, as we muſt continually oppoſe 
that doctrine which leads men to build on 
their own higheſt attainments for juſtification 
before God, on the one hand ; ſo muſt we 
bend our zeal and ſtrength, al ſo, againſt that, 
which teaches them to reſt in a perſwaſion 
in their own minds of their intereſt in the 
divine favour, while they live in their fins 
on the other. Nay, ſuch is the holineſs 
which the goſpel obliges us to defend ; that 
we ſhall find our ſelves obliged, to plead for 
the neceſſity of an inward ſupernatural prin- 
ciple of 2 and, with becoming warmth, 
oppoſe thoſe principles which reduce evange- 
lical obedience to a mere moral reformation. 

THERE are other doctrines, for which, 
at this time of defection and apoſtacy, we are 


© Eph. iv, 23. x Luke xvii, 10. 
„james ii. 17, Y Heb. xii. 14. 
T LI 4, 9. 


called 
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illed upon, in a ſpecial manner, to contend ; 
it I ſhall only mention one more: and that 
the certainty of the ſaints final perſeve- 
W.:nce., This is a truth, ſurely, of great im- 
tance to the glory of the unchangeable 
-hovah ; whoſe gifts and calling are with- 
t repentance a; for whom he loves, he loves 
o the end b: who, as he hath ſworn by his 
Vireſs, that he will not lye unto David; ſo his 
wenant he will not break, nor alter the thing 
ut is gone out of his lips ©: and having or- 
ined his people 20 eternal life d, and cho- 
n them to ſalvatione; he will Zeep them 
his mighty power, through faith unto the 
ſeſſion of it f. It is alſo a doctrine of the 
eateſt conſequence to the comfort of the 
ints; that, although their enemies are very 
merous and powerful, they ſhall never pe- 
, neither can any pluck them out of 
briſt's hand g: and, though it be needful, 
t God ſhould vt their tranſgreſſions with + 


nels e 70d, and their iniguities with ſtripes; yet 

that WW: [001ng kindneſs he will not utterly take 

for Nen them, nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail h. * 
rin- WF ſecure is their ſtate, that neither death, 


r life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
wers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 
height, nor depth, nor any other crea- 


ch, e, ball be able to ſeparate them from the 
e ale : 
, : Rom. xi. 29. * 2 Theſ. ii. 13. 
» John xiii. 1. f 1 Pet. i. 5. | 
* Pl. lxxxix. 34, 35. # John x. 28. | — 
* Ads xiii. 48. u Pf, bexxix. 33, 33. 
ou. | AF 
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1 


love of God, which is in Chriſt Feſus u 7 


Lord i. 
Tus truths, and thoſe that ſtrictly q; 
pend upon them, are the doctrines which ar 
in this day, oppoſed: and that, not only ſep, 
rately, but many labour to overthrow the 
all. And as you will eaſily ſee they ſtay 
cloſely connected together, and in a muty 
dependance on each other; ſo error has 
ſo its connection. And ſad experience 
taught us, that when men have once ente 
tained, in principle, a good opinion of the 
natural ſtate; and come to think themſclx 
free from any ſhare in original guilt ; whe 
they imagine they are naturally poſleſs'dd 
wer ſufficient to conquer the propenl 
they feel to that which is evil; and wha 
at the ſame time, they conceive of Gal, 
of a being all merciful, without havin 
ſtrict regard to his attribute of juſtice ; f 


will, without much difficulty, be preval E 
on to give up the doctrine of the ſatii - 
on of Chriſt, and juſtification by his bait | 


and righteouſneſs, as well as the neceh 
of the efficacious work of the Spirit in d 
verſion. And when they come to think i 
are not indebted to theſe glorious perſons 
either of thefe great advantages; the divi 
of either the one, or the other, will 
matter of no great moment to them. 

in a word, when they have reſolvyd to t 


, Rom. viii, 38, 39. 
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Ie their belief, not by the authority of di- 
Ine revelation ; nor the conſiſtent ſcheme 
Jia down in the goſpel ; but by the fallacious 
dates of fallen reaſon ; they will quarrel 
E ith one revealed truth after another, as the 

d them attended with difficulties that 
ey cannot reconcile to the ſtandard of trial 


e ſcriptures to this purpoſe ; till, at laſt, 
nding, there are doctrines ſtill left in reve- 
tion, which they cannot, perfectly, ſquare 
ith theſe laws, and rules of judgment, 


d yet are not capable of being explained a 
ay, they are driven to this difficulty; vi. that, 
ther their rule of judgment muſt be allow- 
to be deficient; or revelation it ſelf muſt 
given up: and our degenerate times have 
oduced many dreadful inſtances of thoſe, 
ho have choſen the latter. A 

Bur, whatever others do, ſurely we, 
ho proteſs to have ſubmitted to the word 
God, and to have received it as the rule 
our faith, ſnall be obliged to conſider, 
at the ſacred truths I have mentioned are 
be ſound expreſſed in the ſtrongeſt terms 
ere; and that revelation it ſelf muſt ſtand 


* fall with them. Nor can they have done 
1 ſervice to the cauſe of revelation, who 


ering up any of theſe doctrines: doctrines 

ich were conſtantly inculcated by Chriſt, 

bis apoſtles, through the whole courſe 
G 2 e 
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hich they have eſtabliſh'd; and will wreſt 


ich they have laid down to themſelves; 


e complimented the enemies of it, by de- 
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of their miniſtry ; doctrines that depen 
not only a few obſcure paſſages of holy wri 
but ſuch as have the current of the ſcripturg 
on their ſide: doctrines which were diligent 
preached by the primitive fathers of th 
church, in the pureſt ages of it; which hay 
overcome all ſorts of oppoſition in after time 
and which have been ſeal'd with the blo 
of ſo many martyrs. We ſhall rememhe 
that our brave fore-fathers laid theſe Princ 
ples as the baſis of the reformation from p 
pery. And we ſhall, from theſe conſider 
tions, be encouraged to contend earneſth 
their preſervation. 
LET us look but one age back, when the! 
doctrines were generally received in the 
kingdoms; and what an holy and heaven! 
ſpirit breathed in the ſermons, in the writing 
and in the lives of the eminent men of thi 
times? what ſucceſs attended their publ 
labours, in the converſion of ſinners, a 
the edification of the ſaints? and how didt 
converſation of profeſſors recommend tt 
principles? The common reproach that 1s 
on the doctrines of grace, is, that they tc 

j to licentiouſneſs; and the faſhionable teac 
j ers of our times tell us, that their ſchen 
l is ſtrictly calculated to promote good wt 
But ſurely it will be in fact acknowledy 

when a juſt compariſon is drawn betw 
1 the lives of profeſſors in the laſt age, 
i thoſe in this; that this change of princp 
has been far from being attended with 
8 e | improveme 


[ 
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mprovement in practical religion; the adver- 


aries of theſe glorious truths, themſelves, 
being judges. But I muſt proceed, 


II. To ſhew you, who are, in the apoſtles 
ſenſe, called to this rie. And + 

1. As this epiſtle is directed fo all the ſaints 
i: Philippi; fo every believer is called upon 
to cake his part in the contention. All of us, 
s {crvants of the fame maſter, are obliged 
to vindicate his honour ; and, as members of 
the ſame myſtical body, we are all obliged, as 
much as in us lies, to defend the glory of 
ozr Bend. The common faith k ſhould be our 
(0911401 care. As waſhed in the ſame blood, 
aud juſtined by the fame righteouſneſs ; as 
converted, and ſanctified, by the ſame ſpirit; 
s having the ſame privileges, and intereſts ; 
and our faith and hope founded on the fame 
bleſſed promiſes ; and being alſo heirs of the 
lame inheritance ; we are all under the ſame 
common obligations, to hold faſt the profeſſion 
if the faith without wavering !; and, in the 
levera] ſtations in which providence has pla- 
* us, to ſtrive diligently for its preſervation. 
, | LY 

2, THE miniſters of God's word are, in an 
eſpecial manner, to diſtinguiſh themſelves in 
this frife. As nothing can be more repug- 
nant to the honour of their character, than 
for them to apoſtatize from that goſpel which 
they are ſet to defend m, and to fight againſt 


Tit. i 4. Heb. x, 23. m Phil. i. 17. 
that 


46 The Chriſtian Strife 
that grace which is the ſubject of their mic. 
ſion; ſo it is utterly inexcuſable, for them 
to be negligent obſervers of the inroads which 
fundamental errors make upon the church. 
They are as officers in the hoſts of the 
living God; and muſt recommend courage 
and hardineſs, to the troops under their con. 
duct, by their own perſonal bravery. The 
may aſſure themſelves that the main of the 
oppoſition will be bent againſt them; but, ;» WM" 
nothing terrified by their adverſaries n, they 6 
muſt bold faſt the faithful word, as they have WM © 
been taught ; that they may be able by found ; 
doctrine, both to exhort, and to convince gain. 
ſayers o. Let the tide of corruption run ever b 
ſo ſtrong; the oppoſition be ever fo violent; b 
and the friends of the goſpel ever ſo few; Wl ® 
they muſt, notwithſtanding all this, as they y 
have opportunity, preach the truth plainly, 
and boldly ; not ſhun to declare all the coun- 
ſel of God p; and be ready to vindicate it, in a 
a Chriſtian ſpirit, againſt every oppoſer ; they ll © 
muſt neither fear the reproach and contempt, 
they will be like to meet with, on the ac- WM" 
count of their teſtimony, nor be diſcourag'd 
by more violent perſecutions; but be ready 
to give up their lives, as well as their names, a 
in its defence. And, 


3. As miniſters, and private chriſtians are, 
in their ſeparate capacities, to rive in thi 
good cauſe ; ſo muſt they unite in the ſtrife 
Faithful miniſters will judge this to be a moſt 


= Phil, i. 28. © Titus. i, g. 7 Acts xx. 27. 
unſeaſonabl 


to 


W 
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anſcaſonable time to feed their people with 
dry harrangues on morality ; they will con- 
tinually labour to build them up in he faith 
if this glorious, tho deſpis d, goſpel : they will 
tive to convince them of the value, and 
importance, of every doctrine it contains; and 
then ſuitably encourage them to a faithful 
diligence in its defence. And the people, on 
their part, ſhould ſupport, encourage, and 
defend their miniſters in the great, and diffi- 
cult ſhare they have in this work. Private 
chriſtians ſhou'd unite their prayers on this 
account, and {peak often one to another a about 
theſe things, helping to eſtabliſh each others 
hearts in the faith, and to ſtrengthen one 
anothers hands in the fight. Churches muſt, 
by the doctrine they hold forth, their order, 
and their diſcipline, rive in their ſeparate 
tate ; and both miniſters and churches ſhould 
aſſociate together, in order to carry on this 
good work. This was one great end of the 


q conſtitution of religious ſocieties; and to theſe 
þ purpoſes the membgrs of the myſtical body 
coc Chriſt are united as joints and bande ; 
pn even for the defence of the whole, and in 
e oder to maintain the honour of their com- 
non head. But, 0 
* II. I am to enquire, with whom we are 
© Wl © ſtrive. And, | 
of WM . 1 THINK the expreſſion includes a frife 
vith God himſelf. The faith of the goſpel is 
be! 7 Mal 1h. 16. r Col. il. 19. 


of 


3 
* 


48 De Chriſtian Sirife 
of divine original; and the goſpel is 2he 950 
pel of Gods; it wes firſt planted by his au. 
thority, and ſupported with evidence from 
heaven; and is the revelation of the will of 
God to the children of men. That glorious 
Being, therefore, who ſent this bleſſed meſſage, 
muſt defend it, if ever it be preſerved; and gh 
it ſucceſs, if ever it prevail. The grace of ja 
is the g/t of Godt; and if it be increas du, i 
muſt be from above. It is by the power of Gil 
we are kept through faith unto ſalvation, 
therefore we muſt, with moſt fervent ſu 
cations, and ſtrong cries, continually ria 
with God for this great bleſſing. We muſt 
like Jacob wreſtle with him, if ever we pre- 
vail x. And to this may be added, that x 
the apoſtle repreſents the ſaints as workers tr. 
gether with Gody, ſo we muſt join with 
heaven in the frife. As we muſt pray for 
its ſucceſs, ſo we muſt chearfully embrace 
every occaſion that providence puts into ou 
hands, and exert all our ſtrength and interclt 
to ſubſerve the great deſign of God in the 
progreſs of the goſpel. But, 
2. We ſhall alſo find it needful to rid 
much with our own hearts. If we will bs 
victorious over others, we muſt firſt conque 
dur ſelves ; ſubdue our own pride, and covet 
ouſneſs, our ſenſuality, and unbelief ; we 
muſt labour hard with our cold hearts, anc 
carnal frames. The apoſtle Paul thus e 


» 1 Thefl. 1.9, CST - 
© Eph. ii. 8. * Gen. xxxli. 28. 
v Luke xvii. 5. 2 Cor. vi. 1. 


hort 


w £ 


arts the Corinthians, and ſtrengthens his 
vice with his own example. Every man, 
"vs he, that ſtri veth for the maſtery, is tem- 
vrate in all things: now, they do it to obtain 
corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible. 
therefore ſo run, not as uncertainly : ſo fight 


„s 0122 that beateth the air: but I keep un- 
p er my body, and bring it into ſubjeftion, &c *% 


na world of ſo much temptation, as that 


; 1 which we live, it can be no eaſy matter to 
122 leſt, being led away with the error 
be wicked, we ſhould fall from our own 
)= 


dfaſineſs*, And how much more diffi- 
alt then will it be to overcome all the 
motion which will ariſe from our indwel- 


g corruptions, and our ſecular intereſts 


"no: publick appearance, in defence of a goſ- 
0 |, however glorious in it ſelf, yet greatly 


pid by the world. And then, 


together in this conteſt ; ſo we ſhall find 
10 {mall part of our work to provoke one 
her to a proper concern for the truth. We 
uſt ſo rive with our faithful and affectio- 
te counſels, and with our diligent and lively 
umples, as to rouze the careleſs and indif- 
rent; and to give all the countenance and 


cht and active in this ſervice, We muſt 
prove all the intereſt we have in each o- 
er's hearts, in order to promote a lively 
treiſe of the grace of faith, a ſteady adhe- 


: I Cor, ix. 255 26, 27. 2 2 Pet. iii. 17. 


ot | H | rence 
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3. As all good men ſhould unite their for- 


wuragement we can, to thoſe that are up- 
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rence to the doctrines of it, and a zealoy 
induſtry for the advancement of both on the 
hearts of other men. But again, 
4. WE muſt ſtrive with all ſorts of gain. 
ſayers: thoſe who either openly oppoſe th 
truth, ſpeaking perverſe thingsÞ; or thok 
who, more privily, idtroduce their errors; an 
with more ſecrecy and art corrupt the wlll 
of God d, and ſubvert the ſouls of men; jjui 
ing them through phfloſoply, and vain dt 
ceit e. Be the adverſayies of the faith everſ 
numerous or powerful; whatever be their ci 
dit, or ſucceſs; and though their oppoſito 
be ever ſo violent and oytragious ; we mu 
earneſtly contend for theFaith which was on 
deliver'd to the ſagntst; and bear an upright 
conſtant, and eouragious teſtimony again 
them; giving no place, in ſuch a caulc 
this, on any terms whatſoever. Nor mul 
we only ſtrive with feſh and blood, and wi 
the paſſions and corruptions of men, but, 
5. WE muſt wreſtle with principaliti 
and powers, with ſpiritual wickeadneſſes 1 
high places; with the prince of the power 
the airs, and with the legions: under 
command. As the ſcheme of falvati 
which is revealed in the goſpel, is theonly wi 
by which we can be deliver'd from the r 
into which human nature has been betray: 


by this great and cruel adverſary ; ſo the poli 


> Acts xx. 30. f Jude v. 3 0 
© 2 Fe. ll. t- | s Eph. vi. 12. alc. 
d 2 Cor. ii. 17. Ch. ii. 2. 1 


Col. ü. 8. 


—— 
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nd power of hell has in all ages been ſet a- 
mint the faith: and many a violent attempt 
das Satan made to overthrow the ſpiritual 
ſtucture, and to raze the foundations of it: 
Put, bleſſed be God, the houſe is built upon a 
ick®, the foundation of it ſtands ſure i, 
he gates of bell ſhall not, finally, prevail 
goinſt it k. However, while we are in this 
nemy's country, we muſt maintain the fight, 
atch againſt the ſucceſs of all his devices, 
nd conſtantly refit him, continuing ſtedfaſt 
1 the faith l. Thus you ſee what powerful 
poſition we are like to meet with, from 
ur own corruptions, and the corruptions of 
ther men; from the degeneracy, the pride 
nd folly of this world, and from the ſub- 
ty and malice of the powers of darknels ; 
nd conſequently the abundant neceſſity we 
re under, to ſtir up our ſelves, and to quick- 
n and encourage one another, what need 
e have to unite our whole force, and to 
«ck after every needful aſſiſtance in this im- 
portant conflict. But, I come, 
IV. To ſhew you, how, or in what man- 
er this contention is to be carried on: for, 
p we ſtrive; ſo, we muſt not expect the 
non, except we ſtrive lavfully m. And then, 
1. IT muſt be with great ſeriouſneſs and 
mvity. Strife, even in ſecular and civil 
fairs will engage ſome attention of mind ; 
nd, oftentimes, indeed, they take hold too 


ch of our attention: but, ſurely, then the 
" Mat vii. 5. k Mat. xvi. 13. m2 Tim. ii. 5. 
12 Tim. ii. 19. I 1 Pet. v. . | | 
MH 2 ſacred 
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ſacred nature, and vaſt importance, of why 
we contend about, ſhould ſuppreſs every yz 
imagination, and every frothy word; an 
cloath all our endeavours with ſerjouſnc 
The apoſtle Peter among other directions, x 
to our behaviour in the chriſtian warfare; 
having directed us to gird up the loins of gy 
minds, he adds, and be ſober, and hope . 
the end®, &c. It is no wonder that car 
men ſhould contend for a carnal ſcheme, in 
a trifling and wanton manner: but, it is e 
ceedingly out of character, for men calling 
themſelves ſaints, to plead for pure, and un 
defiled religion in ſuch a ſpirit. It weaken 
the force of every thing they ſay in its dt 
fence; and I fear the indulgence of th 
temper of mind, by too many, has don 
more injury to chriſtianity, than at preſen 
they may be aware of. No—— the nan 
God muſt be ſober ; his ſpeech muft be aſa 
with grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt, that he n 
know how to anſwer every man o; he mul 
ſShew ſuch uncorruptneſs, gravity, and ſin 
rityP, as is becoming the dignity, and in 
portance of that doctrine for which he plead 
2. Wx ſhould ſtrive wiſely. The fai 
of the goſpel has the beſt arguments to ſu 
port it. And tho' it Hands not in the u 
dom of this world; yet it ſhould be the e 
deavour of every one, that engages in 
defence, to ſtudy to ſet thoſe arguments 


jj On MI. 6 
FC v. 8. Fan,, 0 
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te beſt light; that it receive no diſadvantage 


. je juſt ſhould bring forth wiſdom: and 
os it is obſerv'd of Stephen, in holy writ, 


at his oppoſers were not able to anſwer the 
cam, as well as ſpirit with which he ſpake®. 


x truth; but then they have done it ſo 
rakly, as greatly to injure the cauſe they 
weattempted to defend. We ſhould, there- 


urſclves obliged to take, we ſhould ſeek for 
{dom from above: and, while we honeſtly 
thour to promote what we believe to be 
ruth, it will become us to uſe all poſſible 
flizence, conſideration, and prudence ; and 
0 give all reaſonable attention to the judg- 
ents of other men. | 
3. NoR 1s this fr ie to be carried on with 
oldneſs and indifferency; but with a con- 


nly right reaſon teaches us this, and it is 
greeable with the conduct of wiſe men in 
nery other concern: who meaſure the ear- 
feſtneſs of their contention for any thing, in 


ſug oportion to their apprehenſions of its va- 
e. It muſt therefore be very irrational, 
ei vell as diſagreeable with the chriſtian cha- 


Kter, for men to plead, as too many do, 
the great fundamentals of our holy reli- 
on, with a negligence, that leads others to 


Prov. x. 3 Acts vi. 10. 


th 


doubt, 
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your management. Thus, the mouth of 


Many good men have contended with zeal | 


we, conſider how far we are lawfully called 
ut to this ſervice ; and, in the ſhare we find 
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goſpel *, which diſplays the glory of free aul 
welfare depends. Under the proper influ 


cious pretext of catholiciſm would perſwad 
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doubt, whether they are in earneſt ; or wit 
a caution that gives room to fear they 
aſham'd of it. Surely, when we conf. 
der, that in the ſupport and propagation a 
theſe truths, the glory of God himſelf j 
concern'd ; and that on them the ſalvation; 
immortal ſouls is built; we ſhall find or 
ſelves obliged to ſhew that wie are in earnch, 
and that we dare not be aſhamed of tha 


ſoveraign grace, and on which our eternl 


ence of the Spirit, theſe conſiderations wi 
engage us to be valiant for the truths, nu 
ſhall we be terrified by the adverſaries of it! 
or ſuffer our zeal to be damp'd by the arth 
remonſtrances of thoſe, who, under the 


us to fit down quietly, and ſuffer ourſehe 
to be robbed of this invaluable treaſure 
without ſtruggling for its preſervation. We 
are commanded, you ſee, in the words 
the text, to /tr:ve for the faith; and ſtrife, yo 
know, naturally includes earneſtneſs and att 
vity : and the word here us'd u is very emplu 
tical, being an alluſion to the vigorous ſtrugy| 
of the olympick combatants ; and thereto! 
we mult attend to our duty with becomn 
activity, and, as the apoſtle Jude alſo exhort 
us, we muſt earneſtly contend for th? fall 
once deliver d to the ſaints. But then, 
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E is altogether conſiſtent with the 
el J have been recommending, that this 
rife ſhould be carried on with meekneſs of 
pirit, A grace, which, as it beautifully 
Borned the character of the great author 
our religion, ſo it well becomes his fol- 
gers. Such is the deceitfulneſs of our 
carts in this infirm ſtate, that we cannot 
oo diligently watch over them, on theſe oc- 
lions, leſt we purſue our own ſinful gra- 
cation, rather than the glory of God; 
nd indulge our own paſſions and prejudices, 
nder a pretended zeal for religion. If thus 
re trive for maſtery, rather than for truth 
t elf, we may poſſibly obtain our end; and 
vr the preſent truumphan a victory over our 
low creatures: but ſuch a conduct will ne- 
er be approved of God; nor, on a cool re- 
ion, will it give any true ſatisfaction to our 
wn minds. No, the weapons of our warfare 
re not carnal but ſpiritual, and fo, mighty 
rough God, to the pulling down of ſtrong 
e *, The ſecular arm muſt never be 
led in to. enforce our arguments; no fire 
rm heaven to conſume Y our adverſaries; nor 
nuſt we by human wrath endeavour to work 
le righteouſneſs of God u. Thus I conceive 
at chriſtian zeal, and a becoming earneſt- 
for the important truths of the goſpel, 
ether with the faithful uſe of thoſe ſpiri- 
al weapons in its defence, which Chriſt 
us put into the hands of his church, are en- 

*2 Cor. x, 4. „ Luke ix. 54, 55, 56, James i. 20. 
3 | tirely 
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56 The Chriſtiam Strife 
tirely conſiſtent with the humble, meek, ay 
patient temper, which chriſtianity even 
where recommends. Carnal wiſdom, and 
ſecular power has been, it is true, often mags 
uſeof torecommend doctrines to mens mind 
though much oftner, Ithink, to ſupport fil. 
hood than truth. But as force can never con. 
vince any man's judgment; but has rather: 
natural tendency to prejudice the mind again 
the principles it is made uſe of to propagate 
ſo nothing can be more contrary to the ye. 
nius and deſign of the goſpel, which neither 
wants, nor allows of any ſuch method; 
and directs us to the moſt gentle means, that 
are poſſible, in order to recover ſuch, x 
err from the truth. And yet thoſe whe 
read the ſcriptures will not always be impy 
ſed upon to believe, that hereſy is an inno 
cent thing; that there is no great danger in 
ſpeculative error, tho' it ſtrikes at the fun 
damental principles of our holy religion 
that there are no ſpiritual weapons left wich 
the church in this caſe ; or that it is 1mpoti 
ble theſe weapons ſhould be uſed, withoul 
=_ breaking in upon chriſtian liberty, or renoun 
of Cing that charitable temper which is ſo muci 
Wl. recommended in the goſpel. Again, 
a 5. Wr muſt always remember that ou 
' warfare is holy, and when we engage in i 
we muſt lay afide every weight, and the 
which moſt eafily beſets us a. For if our cor 
ruptions are not in a good meaſure ſubdued 
2 Heb. xii. 1, 
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'« a vain thing for us to expect ſucceſs in 
«conflict. The God whom we ſerve is 


ecoſpel were holy men, and they ſpabe as they 
re moved by the holy Ghoſt. The faith, for 
hich we contend, is Holy; and it muſt be 
intained with à pure heart, and à good 
cience e. Nothing, ſurely, can be more 
of character, than for men, while the 

lertake the defence of the goſpel of holi- 
„ to contradict the great deſign of its 
ſtitution by their unſanctified lives; or, 
bile they pretend to fight under the 
ner of a captain, fo perfectly holy, and 
led d, to refuſe a ſubjection to his 
cipline, and a conformity to his example: 
r will he ever own ſuch advocates; or 
ept ſuch inconſiſtent ſervices, Tis ſad, 
ed, that there Would be any inſtan- 
of this kind : and how much they have 
iucted the ſucceſs of this important 
fe, has, too often, and too evidently, 
ard, We, of all men, who, in this 
of apoſtacy, profeſs to contend for the 
nesof rich and free grace, are obliged 
muntain the ſtricteſt purity of converſa- 
; that men of corrupt minds may take no 
antage, by our behaviour, to caſt diſgrace 
the truths we defend. And indeed we 
i! for another kind of purity, than the 
mes of mere natural religion, and thoſe, 
o plead for the power of the creature in 
Lxod, XV. 13, l in i, 8 


the 


ious in Hholineſs be thoſe who firſt planted 
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the work of converſion, pretend to. Whil 
they contend for the ſufficiency of a bare mi 
ral reformation ; we profeſs to believe the ne 
ceſſity of an inward ſpiritual change, wrough 
by no leſs power than that which raiſed Chrif 
from the dead®. While an hiſtorical credj 
is eſteem'd ſufficient by many of theſe me 
we plead for a lively faith f, which 75 f 
gift of God s; and for the divine work of th 
ſpirit in the heart, which will be naturally, an 
neceſſarily productive of the fruits of holineſ 
We aſſert, with the apoſtle Paul, that th 
ſaints are choſen in Chriſt Feſus, before the ful 
dation of the world; that they are predeſtinat 
by divine grace, to be partakers of all th 
bleſſings of ſalvation ; and to this among th 
reſt, namely, that they ſhould be Holy, and vill 
out blame before him in love h: That they: 
not only from the beginning choſen to eter 
life, but to holineſs in the way to it: andthi 
through the. ſanctiſication of the ſpirit, 1 
the belief of the truth', Therefore, as 

would be conſiſtent with our own principk 
and profeſſion, we mult out-ſtrip all othe 
in the purity of our hearts, and lives. An 


if we thus ſtrive, I am perſwaded the ul. 1 
form beauty and holineſs of our con ver. 
ons will add great ſtrength to our argumen” 
and do more execution on the perniciouse Fl! 


rors we oppoſe, than can be eaſily imagine 


e Eph. 1. 20. h „ . 1. 9 a 

OE - So 4 5 
5 James ii. 17. 1 2 Thel. ii. 13. 
2 Eph. ii. 8, | | 


ow powerfully has the evidence of the 


„ oy life of many a plain chriſtian wrought 
I In the minds of the adverſaries of the truth, 


hen he has had but little capacity to argue 
brit with his lips? and, on the other hand, 
on have gain- ſayers been ſtrengthened in 
heir oppoſition, by the irregular converſa- 
on of too Many, who have profeſs d a warm 
cal for the ſublime doctrines of the goſpel ? 
ch men may be right in their notions ; but 
heir hearts being unrenewed, and thoſe 
uths, they profeſs to believe, not having ta- 
en root in their experience, they will always 
e ſubject to great inſtability in their own 
udoments about them; nor can they, with 
ny propriety, recommend them to the re- 
pard of other men. In a word, let men pre- 
end what they will, while they live in ſin, 
hey are enemies to God, and to the croſs of 
II, through wicked works; and while 
heir lives are not ſubjected to the holineſs 
rhich the goſpel requires, their profeſſion 
but mere pretence; nor, though they paſs 
nto eternity with theſe good opinions, ſhall 
icy ever, 201thout holineſs, fee the Lord k. 

Tyvs, as all our behaviour mult be holy; 
ſo, in a ſpecial manner, muſt our rie be 
arried on in this temper. The faith of the 
hel wants no pious fraud to ſupport it, no 
treachery, no deceit, no fleſbly wiſdom |; 
ut our defence of it muſt be plain, honeſt, 
nd undiſguiſed ; becoming the ſimplicity, 
ud purity of its nature; and agreeable to 
* Heb, xii, 14. 1 2 Cor. i, 12. 
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the conduct of its great author, and tho 
holy men, who, under the influence of the 
Spirit, firit delivered it to mankind, Any 
then, 

. AND laſtly, we mult rive conſtantly, 
we mult never give out; no dangers mul 
terrify us; no flatteries muſt divert us; ng 
weakneſs of our own mult tempt us to d. 
cline the conflict: having put our hand 
the plough, we muſt not loo back® : hy, 
ving taken up our ſpiritual weapons, we mu 
never lay them down, till the compleat vi. 
ctory is obtain'd. We muſt be ready alva 
to give an anſwer t9 every man that eth w 
a reaſon of the hope that is in us, wit 
meekneſs and ſcar n; and publickly, and c 
plicitely, to own, and defend the preciu 
Faith of the zoſpel. We, who are honoured 
with the character of goſpel miniſters, mul 
watch, and ſtand faſt in the faith, quit ou 
ſelves like men, and be ſtrong; we mul, 
with honeſt boldneſs, in the worſt of time 
conſtantly preach the pure goſpel of Chril 
and faithfully defend it, againſt all forts d 
oain-ſayers : we muſt continually labour to 
build up thoſe committed to our care, in th 
ſame faith, and exhort them to the ſame ficl 
faſtneſs. And you, that profeſs to have . 
ceived the truth in the love, and power i 
77, are indiſpenſably bound- to ſuppor, 
88 and defend your miniſters | 
this conflict; and to do what in you li 


® Luke ix. 62, F 1 Pet, iii, 15. 
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to continue a ſucceſſion of able, ſound, and 
{ithful miniſters to poſterity : In one word, 


el places, in the houſe of God, and in our 
wn houſes, both abroad and at home, at 
times, and in every company, ſee that 
e adorn and recommend that doctrine, 
which we preach, and which, both you and 
we believe, by a converſation that, every way, 
becomes it. Thus muſt we unite our en- 
ceavours, out of a pure heart, and a good 
omſcience, and faith unfeigned®, and ſtand 
1 fait to our chriſtian colours; nor ever quit 
Us 
vith 
_ Oh 


we are call'd to refit unto blood p, even then, 
chearfully to lay down our lives in this glo- 
nau nous cauſe, But I proceed, 

ure V. To put you in mind of ſome of the 
nul orincipal difficulties, which attend this ſtrug- 
aug ele; eſpecially in our time. | 
nu Ax p, indeed, as the cauſe is good and 
m2 :cat; ſo we muſt expect that the ſtrength 


ui i: nd violence of the oppoſition will bear ſome 
'{$ (! 


ur to 
in thi 
ſtel. 
ye Te 
er 


= 


is 
8 ll 
u lie 


and ſubtil adverſary will be exerciſing all his 
ſkill, his malice, and his power againſt us: 
the darkneſs of the uhderſtandings, the cor- 
ruption of the hearts of men, and their car- 
nal intereſts, will greatly ſtrengthen the oppo- 
ſition: and, eſpecially at preſent, the faſhion 
of the times is againſt us. Many of the 
* Tim. i. 5, ? Heb. xii, 4. 


we muſt all, both miniſters and people, in 


the field; but reſolve, in divine ſtrength, if 


proportion to it. If we heartily engage in 
the defence of the faith, the powerful, old, 


wile 
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62 The Chriſtian Strife 
wiſe and learned men of this world are li}. 
ed among the gainſayers of the faith, and 
ſeem. to grow more and more determin'd in 


their oppoſition to it. Their ſucceſs of late years 
has been great; the contagion ſpreads moſt 


* 
ay A ww > Hy "SIN 


dreadfully among the riſing generation; and we 
hear of freth apoſtacies from the truth, almot BM } 
every day. Our Seminaries of learning are cor. I 


rupted, and many, it 1s to be feared, find 
their way into the miniſtry, in an unconver- 
ted ſtate; while ſome, who profels to be the 
embaſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt, appear to be 
the avowed enemies of the faith of his gi: 
pel. Our adverſaries gloſs their deſtructie 
errors with the appearance of reaſon ; they 
compliment their votaries with encomium 
upon their natural powers, in order to dray 
them off from a ſenſe of the neceſſity of WM t; 
divine grace; and ſooth them with ſuch te- Not 
preſentations of the pretended ſafety of their L 
ſtate, as naturally tend to lead them away from L. 
a proper attention to the awakening calls of 

the goſpel. When any active attempts ar: Wh tiv 
uſed to rouze men from this dangerous ſecu- Wi cn: 
rity, there are not wanting ſome of thele Wi th 
ſons of wiſdom, who place themſelves 
the ſeat of the ſcornful, and their mouth 
are fill'd with reproach and mockery : and, 
with all their pretences to charity and cath- 
liciſm, few can eſcape with the character of hi- 
ving a tolerable ſhare of integrity or common 
ſenſe, who do not bow the knee to the faſh:- 


onable corruptions ; or that dare to plead 1 
| | tht 


for the Faith of the Gosp RI. 63 
/e faith which was once delivered to the 
/aints, and for the good old paths of their fore- 
fathers. Though, it is eaſy to obſerve, in many 
|: ſtances, that men no ſooner commence ſce 
ticks as to the faith of the goſpel, but they 
are preſently allowed to be both wiſe and 
honeſt, Theſe are no ſmall difficulties for 
us to encounters and I with I could ſto 
here, and fay that theſe were all. But alas 
| for the perſonal and private piques among 
good men! Alas for the zeal that is waſted 
about lefler matters! Alas for the indulg'd 
corruptions of our own hearts! for the ſpirit 
of the world! and for nnbelief ! From theſe 
things our greateſt diſcouragements ariſe, If 
theſe could but in any good degree be over- 
come; cou'd we but unite our hearts and hands 
together; and be found in the conſtant exerciſe 
ot faith, and prayer; the adverſaries of our 
Lord, and his goſpel, would ſoon fall before us, 
Let me therefore, 5 
VI. Lay before you ſome of thoſe mo- 
uves, which, even in theſe bad times, may 
encourage our faithfulneſs, and reſolution, in 
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cle Wi this bleſſed frife. And, 

i. 1. REMEMBER it is a good cauſe, This 

tui confideration has often afforded men great en- 

nd, WG couragement in their ſecular conteſts; when 

* the occaſion of the {rife has not been frivolous, 
d- 


nor the ſide they have taken been unjuſt; but 
non upon careful examination it has appeared to 
have been founded in equity, and right rea- 
fe bu; and in defence, too, of what was worth 
fi | contendinę- 
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contending for. Thus, when they hay, 
fought for their rightful ſovereign, and a good 
prince, for the laws of their country, and thei; 
moſt valuable liberties; when they have en. 
gaged in defence of their eſtates, their fami. 
lies, and their own lives. In ſuch caſes ; 
theſe, not only the juſtice of the cauſe, but 
the importance of it, has ſupported their 
minds ùnder difficulties, which would other. 
wiſe have been inſuperable; and enabled em 
to meet the greateſt dangers, with more tha 
common courage, and reſolution. But, what 
are all theſe things, when compared with 
thoſe, for which we contend? We are not 
liſted in the ſervice of an earthly prince; nor 
engag'd in defence of the crowns and 
ſceptres of this world : but the cauſe,in which 
we ſtrive, is the cauſe of the eternal God 
himſelf: it is the cauſe of Chriſt Jeſus, . 
King of kings, and the Prince of the kings if 
the earth d; and in defence of the brightetl 
gem in his crown, the glory of his divine 
nature: it is the cauſe of our great friend 
and Saviour; unto whom we are under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations; who being in the forn 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equi, 
with God; but emptied himſelf”, and 
though he was rich, yet, for our ſake, 
became poor, that we through his pover!) 
might be rich* : it is for his fake, who wreſl- 
led with ſtrong cries and tears for us, ani 


- 


2 Rev. i, 5. Phil. 1,6, 7, 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
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nas heard in that he feared*; who under- 
went on our account all ſorts of contradiction 
from finners ; who endur'd the croſs and deſ- 
ſiſed the ſhame u; who redeemed us from 
le curſe of the law, being made a curſe for 
i; who trod the wine-preſs of his father's 
wrath alone*; and, as the Captain of our 
| /alvation, was made perfect thro" ſufferings J. 


he thus wept, and bled, and died for us? 
has he thus ſatisfied divine juſtice, appeas'd 
the wrath of God, repaired the injury done to 


he thus made peace through the blood of 


croſs a, made an end of fin, and brought in 


i We everlaſting righteouſneſs®? has he wreſtled 
» WE with principalities and powers in our behalf, 
and triumph d over them b? has he in our na- 
„ure, and for our ſake, grappled with the king 
os terrors,; and by dying conquer'd death ? 
bas be burſt the bands of the grave, that 
e a way might be made for us to immortality 
and eternal life? has he done all theſe great 
de chings, I ſay, for us; and ſhall we not 


intereſt our ſelves above all things in the con- 
ceerns of his glory; and eſteem the cauſe of 
na Chriſt the deareſt; and moſt valuable cauſe in 
e, which we can poſſibly engage? Will not, 
„n one word, the principles of gratitude a- 


. vaken in our minds a moſt ardent emulation 


11d t Heb. V. 7. Heb. ii. 10. 
Ch., il. 3, 3. * Col. i. 20. 
Gal. iii 13. Dan. ix. 24. 
1 b Col. ii. 15. 


45 K | mn. 


And, has he gone thro” all this for us? has 


that ſacred law which we had broken? 35 
74 
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66 The Chriſtian Striſe 
in this glorious trie? Let us remember thy 
we ſtrive for the glory of that great and 
good Spirit, to whoſe gracious influences we 
are indebted for all the true knowledge we 
have of God; for the degree of ſpiritual lit 
to which we have attain'd ; for ſanctification, 
peace of conſcience, and all the hope vt 
have of future glory: to whoſe protection 
and aſſiſtance we are alſo indebted for our ſafe 
conduct, thus far, through a weary wilderneſ; 
and who will not quit his charge, but bring 
us home to our father's houſe, and lodge u 
ſafely in that reſt which remains for the per- 
ple of Code. We ſirive not for a body af 
human laws, though ever ſo wiſe or good; 
but for the heavenly charter: no nor only 
for a legal inſtitution, of divine original 
which was given by the diſpoſition of angels, 
and put into the hand of Moſes; but, we 
firive for the faith of the goſpel; for that 
grace and truth that came by Jeſus Chriſt 
Nor is it for one particular article of faith 
only; but for many, and for thoſe that arc 
moſt important; for the object of this faith; 
and for the faith it ſelf. It is not only for our 
natural, or civil rights and privileges, which, 
however valuable in themſelves, are but of 1 
temporary duration ; but, for the adoption if 
ſons, the liberty wherewith Chrift has madt 
us frees, the glorious privileges which the 
goſpel affords us here, and the ſecurity af Wk: 


. Heb. iv. Qs 8 f Gal. iv. el 
S 5 

4 Acts vii, 53. L Ch. ©. $5 

John i. 17. | 


all 
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all thoſe precious promiſes, on which the e- 
ternal welfare of our immortal ſouls depends. 
We firive not in defence of a political com- 
mon- wealth, and a kingdom here below; 
but for the k:ngdom of God, the general aſ- 
ſembly of the church of the jirſt-born, whoſe 
names are written in heaven h. not for an 
earthly eſtate; but an eternal and incorrup- 
ible inheritance among the ſaints in light i: 
not for the preſervation of our ſhort lives here, 


and the outward good things by which they 
lives of our ſouls; for the bleſſings and privi- 


and made perfectly happy for ever: not for the 
fading ſhort-liv'd glory of this world; but for 
the crowns and thrones, and eternal honours 
of the world above. Such is the cauſe, my 
brethren, in which we are engaged. And 
lince you are convinc'd that it is the beſt, the 
moſt glorious cauſe in the whole world; I 
am fure you are perſuaded, alſo, that it ought 
to be defended with the greateſt watchfulneſs 
and vigour, But, 

2. Wx ſhall ſtill be more effectually ſtir'd 
up to the faithful diſcharge of our duty in 
his conteſt, if we conſider, on the other 
and, the fatal conſequences of neglecting it. 
ndolence and cowardice, in ſuch a cauſe as 
this, muſt certainly expoſe us to the juſt re- 
lentments of all good men, and to the con- 
iempt, even, of the enemies of the truth 


all ® Heb. Ali. 23- Col. i. 12. 


|; Bs themſelves 


are ſupported, and comiorted ; but for the 


leges by which they are nouriſhed in time, 
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themſelves; and, which is ſtill worſe, to the 
ſevere reproaches of our own minds. But 
this is not all; if the glory of God, the ho. 
nour of the great Redeemer and the graciou 
Sanctifier of the church, and the intereſt of the 
truth, ſhould ſuffer by our negligence; what 
account ſhall we be able to give of our conduct 
at the great day? and how hazardous muſt 
ſuch a behaviour be to the welfare of our 
own fouls? What compariſon can be drawn 
between the things of time, and thoſe of 
eternity? and how exceeding weak muſt it 
then be, and what bitter reflections will it 
fill our hearts with, in the end, to have ſpent 
the ſtrength and vigour of our lives, in a 
r low contention for our right in moment- 
ary things; while we have tamely ſubmitted 
to the loſs of this ineſtimable treaſure? and 
| how ſhall we anſwer it even to our poſterity, 
in the day of account; that while we have 
been ſolicitouſſy ſtriving to provide for them 
a ſhare of this empty world, we have coward- 
ly given up that go/pe/ which we were under 
the moſt indiſpenſible obligations to tranſmi 
down to them in its uncorrupted purity, and 
which is of infinitely more value than mil 
lions of gold and filver ? Have we juſtly glo4 
ried in the faithfulneſs and bravery of ou 
forefathers, who loved not their lives unt9 
death k for the ſake of this goſpel? — ye 
we have: but alas! what will our poſterit 
ſay of us; if in a day of ſo much caſe and 
* Rev. Xii. 11. 


lbert 1 
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lerty as this, we ſupinely part with this in- 
galaable blefſing ? and will not all the igno- 
ance, the fin, and miſery, that muſt, and 
will be the ſad portion of our unhappy coun- 
ty, when ever the goſpel leaves it, in a great 
neaſure, lie at our door? Again, 

z. LeT it be conſider d, that though it be 
nowledg'd that this conflict is attended 
with many great difficulties; yet all ſuitable 
ffitance is provided for our ſupport, and en- 
curagement. We have the word of God 
fr our commiſſion, and to direct us in the 
fazement ; we have our weapons, and all 
ar military furniture, from above; we 
e the liberty of approach to the throne 
of grace, always, with all prayer and 
wplication, in the ſpirit); and we have the 


nd ciausm, and faithful n promiſes of the ever- 
„ng goſpel to encourage our hearts. Men 
ye wo are truly good, the /aints, who are the 


excellent of the earth o, muſt needs be on our 
de; and, which is infinitely more confide- 
able, the Spirit of God is engag'd to ſupport 


nit ad ſtrengthen us, and we have Chriſt him- 
nd {lf for our leader. As we have the advan- 
ee of his conduct; ſo he has ſet before us 
lo- moſt illuſtrious example of faith and pa- 
ur tice, of ſtedfaſtneſs and fortitude, and eve- 
other grace, in his own perſon, who, as 
= le great captain of our ſalvation P, has gone 
1” c0:4uering and to conquer d. It muit be 
nc ! Eph. vi. 18. o Pf. xvi. 3. 

* 2 Pat. 3. bv, ? Heb. ii. 10. 

2 Heb, x. 23. 2 Rev. vi. 2. 


L remember d 
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remember'd alſo, that the prophets, and ar 
ſtles, and a cloud of witneſſes, in the pri 
tive times of chriſtianity, have gone ſucce 
fully through the ſame conflict; have fi 
this good fight of faith; have gain'd the 
tory, and are now reaping the fruit of 
their toils and ſufferings, in the unſpeakah 
glory of the upper world. Nor ſhould iſ 
forget the holy boldneſs of faith, the gr 

courage and conſtancy of thoſe eming 
men who were engag'd in reforming thelf 
and other nations, from popery ; and the id 
faſtneſs of many of our later predeceſſo 
who bravely ſtood their ground at the begi 
ning of the apoſtacy from the fundamen 
doctrines of that glorious reformation. 
frequent ſurvey of theſe great and good 
amples; of the ſpirit in which they ata 
and the ſucceſs they met with, would grea 
tend to animate us, under all our diſcouraꝗ 
ments, to a ſuitable behaviour in this wartal 
And, methinks, the union, induſtry, and vigoW 
of the adverſaries of the truth, ſhould ali 
{tir us up to more diligence, and to cultiv 
a agg harmony among our ſelves. TI 
differ, indeed, from one another, about wi 
they would build up in the room of the fai 
of the goſpel; but hoy ſeem all to be ag 
in their meaſures of pulling it down. 5 
furely, then, all good men ſhould conii 
that it is high time for them to learn 
proportion their zeal for thoſe N Hs | 
which they contend, according to their 
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ne and importance; and not to ſuffer their 
.mth about differences in judgment, of 
er moment, to prevent that neceſſary u- 
umity which the ſecurity of the funda- 
al doctrines of chriſtianity MR 
Wh, I confeſs, when we caft our eyes 
ud, we behold ſuch a ſad coldneſs of 
nit, and negligence of behaviour in many, 
o call themſelves the friends of vital reli- 
n, as affords us but a melancholy proſpect; 
even this ſhould be ſo far from diſcou- 
png us from ſtriving; that it ſhould ex- 
kt us to the more activity in a cauſe 
ich muſt not be given up, on any terms 
thever; and a cauſe too, which, tho” 
nen forſake it, can never be utterly over- 
wen, And, 5 
i TH1s may be conſider'd as another 
me to encourage us; namely, that they 
b maintain this rife, may be aſſured of 
eſs in the end. This is not the caſe always 
aher conteſts, though the ſide we take 
de founded in reaſon and juſtice. But 
tis, through grace, we may aſſure out 
s that though the enemies of the faith 
ſeem to get the better, and may triumph 
time, yet, in the end, the faith of the 
muſt and will overcome. The cove- 
on which the whole ſcheme of our 
is built, is founded in the eternal faith- 
of God himſelf: he that is both the 
and the object of this faith, is the 
= es, againſt whom the gates of hell 


Can 
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remember'd alſo, that the prophets, and ape 
ſtles, and a cloud of witneſſes, in the prim 
tive times of chriſtianity, have gone ſucceſ 
fully through the ſame conflict; have foug] 
this good fight of faith; have gain'd the yi 
tory, and are now reaping the fruit of 1 
their toils and ſufferings, in the unſpeakahl 
glory of the upper world. Nor ſhould w 
forget the holy boldneſs of faith, the grelf 
courage and conſtancy of thoſe eminen 
men who were engag'd in reforming theſe 
and other nations, from popery ; and the ſted 
faſtneſs of many of our later predeceſſor 
who bravely ſtood their ground at the begin 
ning of the apoſtacy from the fundament 
doctrines of that glorious reformation. A 
frequent ſurvey of theſe great and good ex 
amples; of the ſpirit in which they ated 
and the ſucceſs they met with, would great) 
tend to animate us, under all our diſcourage 
ments, to a ſuitable behaviour in this warfare 
And,methinks, the union, induſtry,and vigour 
of the adverſaries of the truth, ſhould all 
ſtir us up to more diligence, and to cultivat 
a greater harmony among our ſelves. The) 
differ, indeed, from one another, about wha 
they would build up in the room of the fail 
of the goſpel; but < So ſeem all to be agree 
in their meaſures of pulling it down. Ant 
furely, then, all good men ſhould conſid: 
that it is high time for them to learn t 
proportion their zeal for thoſe principles, fol 


which they contend, according to their na 
| tureh 
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re and importance; and not to ſuffer their 
mth about differences in judgment, of 
ler moment, to prevent that neceſſary u- 
wnimity which the ſecurity of the funda- 
dental doctrines of chriſtianity requires. And 
wugh, I confeſs, when we caſt our eyes 
wund, we behold ſuch a ſad coldneſs of 
hicit, and negligence of behaviour in many, 
who call themſelves the friends of vital reli- 
jon, as affords us but a melancholy proſpect; 
et, even this ſhould be ſo far from diſcou- 
ging us from ſtriving, that it ſhould ex- 
te us to the more activity in a cauſe 
rich muſt not be given up, on any terms 
matfoever; and a cauſe too, which, tho”. 
| men forſake it, can never be utterly over- 
own, And, 

i THis may be conſider'd as another 
tive to encourage us; namely, that they 
o maintain this trie, may be aſſured of 
ceſs in the end. This is not the caſe always 
| other conteſts, though the fide we take 
uy be founded in reaſon and juſtice. But 
| this, through grace, we may aſſure our 
nes, that though the enemies of the faith 
ky ſcem to get the better, and may triumph 
fa time, yet, in the end, the faith of the 
el muſt and will overcome. The cove- 
alt, on which the whole ſcheme of our 
1s built, is founded in the eternal faith- 
els of God himſelf: he that is both the 
Wor, and the object of this faith, is the 
of ages, againſt whom the gates of hell 


; can 
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can never prevail; and that eternal dpi 
who has undertaken to conduct us throu 
every danger, and to preſerve us unto the { 
ming of our Lord Feſus, is able to perfo 
his engagement; and be will do it”, Thou 
they that maintain this faithful rife 
ſometimes fall, yet they ſhall not be uttt 
caſt down : for the Lord upholdeth them « 
his hand*. The archers may ſhoot at the 
and /orely grieve them; yet ſhall their 4 
abide in ſtrength, and the arms of their ha 
be made ſtrong, by the hands of the mig 
God of Faceb* : and though they meet 
all ſorts of oppoſition ; and for Chriſt's 
are killed all the day long; and are account 
as ſheep for the laughter; yet, in alli 
things they muſt, they will in the end, n 
the word of God ſays, they are, already, 
than conquerors, through him that hath l. 
them u. And, | | 
LASTLY, this ſtruggle will not only 1 
in a compleat victory, but be aſſuredly att 
ded with a moſt glorious reward: Thi 
what greatly encouraged the worthies ur 
the old teſtament, who through faith ſub 
kingdoms, ſtopped the mouths of lions, quent 
the violence of fire, out of weakneſs were n 
ſtrong, who waxed valiant in fight, and tu 
fo flight the armies of the aliens; wh 
trials of cruel mockings, and ſuffered 


= Theſ. v. 23. 24. t Gen. xlix. 23, 24. 
% Pf. xxxvii, 24. ® Rom. viii. 36, 37. 
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alt torturing kinds of death W: they endured, 
g ſeing lim who is inviſibleʒ; and looked to the 
mmpence of the reward above x; their faith, 
king the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and 
evidence of things not ſeeny. It was 
ke glorious proſpect of this great and ſure 
enzrd, that bore up the heart of the apoſtle 


2, amidſt all the diſtreſſes which attended 
q lin, in the extraordinary ſhare he had in 


ts conflict; and with which he encouraged 
thers to behave valiantly, in the ſame en- 


ind; from his owr country men; from the 
Euthen, and from falſe brethren ; perils in 
t city, in the wilderneſs, and in the ſea ; 
r endured wearineſs and painfulneſs, hun- 
tr and thirſt, cold and nakedneſs; he was 
n/abours moſt abundant, in * above 
wſure, in priſons frequent, and in deaths 
. But he conſidered the faithfulneſs of 


th 


1 


rug cloathed with the armour of 5 7 
% on the right hand, and on the left; he 
ent on with courage, thro' honour, and 
mur; thro' evil report, and good re- 
jt; as a decerver, and yet true; as unknown, 
ul jet well known ; as dying, and yet living ; 
i chaſtened, but not killed; as ſorrouful, 


it alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making 
1 um rich; as having nothing, and yet poſ- 


fig all things a. Thus, looking to that 
" Heb. xi. 33—38. 2 2 Cor. xi. 2327 
* Van 27+- : * 2 Cor. vi. g—10. 
J Heb. xi. 1. 3 


J crown 


gement. He went thro' perils of various 


Wit God, on whoſe promi/es he reſted; and 
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crown of righteouſneſs which was laid up fo 
him; and which, he was aſſured, the Lord 
righteous Fudge would beſtow upon him int 
upper world b, he was encouraged to hol/ fal 
the profeſſion of his faith without waveringe 
to preach the goſpel faithfully, and to defer 
it bravely, ainſt all ſorts of corruption. An 
as he thus fought the good fight himſelf, 2 
having kept the faith, finiſhed well; th 
encouraged his ſon Timothy to the ſame ſted 
faſtneſs and reſolution, from the proſped 
of the ſame reward, namely, that he migh 
alſo, lay hold on eternal lifed. Nay, eve 
Chriſt himſelf, the great Captain of our fi 
vation, diſdain'd not to take encouragemenff 
under his unſpeakable ſorrows, by havin 
his eye fixed on the reward of glory; an 
or the joy that was ſet before him, he end 
red the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and he 
now ſet down at the right hand of the tbr 
of God*. As our forerunner he is enter 
into the fruition of that glory f, and has ft 
cur'd a ſuitable proportion of reward, for eve 
one of his victorious followers. Thi 
men behave with ever ſo much valour a 
conduct, in the armies of this world, the 
are not always rewarded according to their m 
rit; nay, ſometimes they receive diſgrace a 
contempt from thoſe whom they ſerve, inſt 
of the en, they have had reaſon to e 
pect: and if they do, at any time, obtain 
d 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. © Heb. xii, 2. 


© Heb. x. 23. f Heb. vi. 20. 
* 1 Tim. vi. 12. EL. 
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gory which they have moſt ardently purſu- 


| j 4; what doth the poſſeſſion of it afford 
een, but an experimental conviction of its 
fo mptineſs, and incapacity to give them the 
12 rid ſatisfaction they expected? But eterral 
fen ruh has aſſured thoſe who overcome in this 
hre, that, tho they have not the leaſt merit 
r their own to plead, yet they ſhall /t with 
er great Leader in his throne, even, as he 
e ercome, and is ſet down with the Fa- 
pe 7” hiss, And what tongue can deſcribe 
ob": glory of that condition! We have ſeen 


ech created excellency with our eyes, 
wr cars have heard of more, and the con- 


br, eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it enter d into the heart of man to con- 
tre, how great it ish. The apoſtle ſeems to 
kbour for words to expreſs, if it had been 
ible, what is, indeed, beyond all expreſ- 
om, when he calls it, a far more exceeding, 
md eternal weight of glory', As it infi- 
fiel ſurpaſſes all ſublunary glory; as it ex- 
& all the diadems and thrones of kings 
ndemperors below, and outſhines the luſtre 
tall the glorious luminaries that adorn the 
nens; ſo the duration of it compleats its 
ufection. The pompous triumphs of the 
man conquerors ended with the day on 
Mich they began: the laurels of ſome of 


i Rey, ii. 21, 11 Cor. ii. 9. 2 Cor. iv, 17. 


L 2 quickly 


zptions of our hearts may have exceeded 
vin; but this glory tranſcends all theſe: 


lie moſt ſucceſsful heroes in this world have 
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quickly faded: many great men have out 
lived the honours they have acquird b 


their valour; and none of them cou'd evei 


carry their trophies beyond the grave: whe 
this ſhort life is finiſhed, the greateſt princesuy 
on earth mult reſign their crowns and ſceptre 


and all human glory will be over: nay, th 


lamps of heaven ſhall be one day put out 
the moon ſhall be cover'd with darkneſ 
and the ſun ſhall have finiſh'd his race, and 
ſhine no more for ever, But, when million 
of ages have roll'd on, in the tranſporting en 
joyment of thoſe inconceivable honourg 
which ſhall be the reward of theſe chriſti 
conquerors, they are but beginning a tr 
umph, which ſhall neyer end. 
I x remains, that I offer two or three in 
ferences from what hath been ſaid ; and 
ſhall conclude. And 


Firſt, WE may from hence learn ti 
mournful ſtate of ſeveral ſorts of perſons. : 

1. THA of poor, careleſs, ſtupid, fit 
ners; who . neglect, and deſpiſe tl 
goſpel of ſalvation ; who are ſo far from c 
tending for its purity, that they regard it 
at all; ſo far from ftr:iving to convey 
down, in its native ſimplicity, to generatic 


that ſhall come after them, that they utteſ 


neglect laying hold of the advantages of 
themſelyes, Their caſe muſt needs be if 
plorable, eſpecially, in a land of ſo mu 
light as this, Strange, and dangerous 
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tion indeed! for men, in contempt of all 
te cvidence which the goſpel affords, againſt 
« moſt awakening calls, and moſt gracious 
acouragements, to waſte that ſtrength and 
our, in a mean and low contention for the 
1:dows of ſenſe and time, which ſhould 
&employ'd in the purſuit of fo rich a prize, 
x the light and love, the grace and glory 

tt is revealed there! But, 

; How much more dreadful, then, muſt 
leit condition be; who, not only neglect to 
mbrace the goſpel themſelves; or to propagate 
tin its purity among other men ; but, who 
le fight againſt it? This is a deplorable caſe 
nthe darker parts of the world, where the 
aidence and importance of this Faith, and 
te beauty and glory of this goſpel, is hid 
um the people. But, that any ſhould be 
babandoned, under all the advantages, which 
re of this nation enjoy, is moſt aſtoniſhing |! 
and yet how common are theſe inſtances in 
ur time? Nor is it the caſe only of the moſt 
morant ; but even many of thoſe who have 
ken trained up in the nurture and admonition 
the Lord, who have been bleſſed with more 
tan common advantages of education, who 
ave profeſſed to taſt of the power, and 
ke] the efficacy, of internal religion, have 
goſtatized, and become the moſt determined 
aemies of the goſpel of Chriſt. Many, we 
ll know, are the open, and avowed oppoſers 
i divine revelation. The condition of theſe 
Hetches is, indeed, moſt dreadful, as to 

— __ themſelves; 


78 The Chriſtian Strife 
themſelves; and in the end they will fnd 
it to be ſo: but, as to their attempts upo 
other men, the more open they are, per 
haps, the leſs dangerous. But, the moſt 
grievous wounds the goſpel has received, haue 
been in the houſe of its pretended friend; 
And, a little reflection will convince us, that 
the abſurd, and blaſphemous rea ſonings of the 
Deiſts did but little execution, comparatively 
till a ſet of men aroſe, among our ſelves 
who paved the way for that amazing ſucceſ 
with theſe {worn enemies of Chriſt Jeſy 
have of late years obtained. It is, indeed 
moſt ſhocking to conſider, that ſome, unde 
the character of chriſtian miniſters, inſtead 
of contending earneſtly for the faith of Chriſt 
are induſtriouſly ſapping the fundament: 
rinciples of it. For, what elle are the 
doing, who labour to rob the great autho 
of it of the glory of his divine nature; an 
to deprive men of the advantage of his inf 
carnation, by denying his attonement fol 
ſin, and the very being, as well as the ſanctij 
fying operations of the Holy Spirit, who | 
only able to make us partakers of the falv: 
tion Chriſt has purchas'd. Thus, theſe mei 
under a pretence of ſecuring the morals q 
chriſtianity, make a wicked ſurrender of thi 
faith of it; and, to add one contradiction t 
another, even, while they pretend to tai 
upon them the publick defence of divine 1 
velation, baſely betray it into the hands 
its moſt implacable enemies: a conduct tn 
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n hardly be accounted for, but by ſuſ- 
ting it is into the hands of ſuch as they 
* about to join. Dreadful caſe! Lord, if 


be eyes of theſe men be not ſoon open'd, 


hat will their end be! Again, 

„ WHAT ſhall we think of their caſe, 
mo, after engaging in this conflict for a long 
ine, and ſtill continuing to profeſs an at- 
zchnent to this good and glorious cauſe, 
ir, yet, grown lukewarm in ſuch a day as 
ts? who have pleaded for the truth, with 
bme appearance of zeal, when few, com- 
xatively, oppos'd it; but, now a torrent of 


ror and blaſphemy is bearing down all be- 


re it, have not the heart to ſtand up in the 
kfence of that Saviour by whom they are 
reem'd, and of that goſpel which brings 
be good news of it; nay, perhaps, uſe their 
adeavours to quench the zeal of others too ? 
Whatever rich grace may do for theſe men, 
lrely, they have little reaſon to entertain 
heir minds with the pleaſing proſpect of a 
ne ſhare. in the gory of that triumph, 


1 which T have been ſpeaking. 
EE 


Secondly, Wu Ar reaſon have we to bleſs 
bd, that there are a few yet left who have 
mitber ſpirit? and what great honour has 
nd been pleaſed to confer on them? Let 
em not be diſcouraged from the paucity 
i their number, nor the power and fury of 
i adverſaries, God has been us'd to glo- 

| rite 
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80 The Chriſtian Strife 
rifie his wiſdom and power, by carrying 
his work by a few hands; and that in a war 
at which carnal reaſon ſtumbles. Poor E, 
jah was ready to give up the cauſe in a tryin 
time; and as he hardly thought there wer 
any left in 1/rael, but ſuch as had forſak 
the covenant of the Lord; fo he almoſt fol 
got that the arm of the Lord was not ſbyrte 
ed, if it had been ſo; and, therefore, co 
cluded that it was better for him to die tha 
fo live. But, God condeſcended to 
weakneſs, and comforted him in his diſtreſ 
by letting him know, that there were yet . 
ven thouſand in Iſrael which had not bra 
the knee unto Baal k. And, in God's tin 
ou know, that the good work revived. O 
Bleſſed Lord himſelf was alone in the gre 
conflict he paſs'd through : and many of 
followers have had but few to join ther 
And, therefore, though the faithful witnelſ 
for truth and holineſs ſhould be reduced 
never ſo ſmall a number, we ought to ei 
courage our ſelves in the Lord, who lf 
for ever, and is ſubject to no change; 
ſhould comfort our ſelves with the conſideiſ 
tion of the ſure eſtabliſhment, alſo, of ti 
faith,which can never be utterly overthroul 
And, through infinite goodneſs, even in th] 
bad times, there are ſome left among us, vii 
are not aſhamed to own it. The numer( ' 
aſſemblies we have been bleſs'd with at th 
exerciſes, and the ſerious, and affection 


* 1 Kings xix. * 


5 


fr the Faith of the Gos pERI. 81 
tention that has been obſerved on theſe 
gcaſons, are comfortable evidences that the 
rd hath not quite forſaken us; and afford 
y {mall ſatisfaction to thoſe who have 
ken principally concerned in this attempt, 
wards the revival of primitive zeal for the 
irines of grace, and the power of godli- 
rb. To which I will add, that the deſign 
cich you have ſet on foot, in order to ſe- 
are 2 ſucceſſion of able and faithful Mini- 
lb of the new teſtament, has met with 
ich ſucceſs, already, as greatly encourages 
n to proceed. A truly chriſtian and noble 
kgm it is; and happily calculated to main- 
un this godly trie, by encouraging thoſe, 
al, in this great work, who appear to have 
tt the power of he goſpel on their own 
lets, and therefore are moſt likely to main- 
un tbe faith of it, in their miniſtry. Thus, 
1 Brethren, if you continue to uſe your 
titan, and united endeavours in this good 
mk; if you go on to labour, in a right 


llt, for the ſecurity of the faith of the 


el, and the proſperity of vital and expe- 


mental religion; if you follow theſe en- 
ours with your conſtant and fervent ſup- 
ications to the throne of grace; and if you 
not grow weary nor faint in your minds; 
u need not doubt of ſucceſs: for, that 
od who hears prayer, and who has encou- 
ved you to ſuch ſervice as this, with many 


mcious promiſe, will not fail to crown it 


Mth a bleſſing. And, I would hope, the 
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82 The Clviſlion Str: 
ſerions, and repeated exhortations, that 
given at theſe exerciſes, together with th 
united prayers of ſo many of the people 
God, as, are on theſe occaſions, poured ou 
before the throne, in behalf of thoſe hopef 
young men, Who are training up, on t 
foundation, for publick ſervice, will ſo! 
preſs their tender minds, and give ſuch addi 
tional weight to the faithful inſtructions 
their reverend Tutor ; that when they a 
called out to the great work for which the 
are deſign'd, they will tremble at the thou 
of ſo complying with the fathion of th 
times, as to neglect, or betray that fait 
which they are bound, by the moſt ſole 
engagements, to defend. To conclude, 
Thirdly, LET us all encourage our ſely 
in the Lord; and take the advice in the text 
and, with all faithfulneſs, meekneſs, and ye 
earneſtneſs, with all holineſs, courage, an 
conſtancy, let us rive for the faith of ti 
goſpel : let us not be terrified by the frow 
of its adver/aries ; nor drawn oft from 
conteſt by their flatteries. We may, indeed 
expect yet to meet with more difficulties, an 
ſtill greater oppoſition : but, let us alway 
remember, that it is the beſt cauſe in t 
world; God is on our fide; and the diſput 
will ſoon be over; and Chriſt and his goipt 
muſt, and will overcome. A few grappl 
more with the prince of the power of the a1 
a few more ſtruggles with the enemies of t 


Faith of Jeſus, and of the ſpirit and po wer 
TIP L 
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tl goſpel, a little more labour with our own - 
rearts, and a few more fighs and groans ſent 
yp to heaven, and the conflict will be at an 
ad. And, when once the compleat victor 
obtained, what unſpeakable. pleaſure will 
icceed, to find our ſelves in a world where 
v corruption either in doctrine, or practice, 
an poſſibly enter? where, neither the voice 
\ the caviller, nor ſo much as the whiſper 
an objection from the old ſerpent, againſt 
vine revelation, ſhall ever reach our ears; 
xr the leaſt doubt concerning any of its 
k4rines ſhall, ever, ariſe in our hearts? The 
fith once delivered to the ſaints ſhall then 
e no more the ſubject of diſpute and ridi- 
ak: and thoſe, who have ſubmitted their 
unn reaſonings to the authority of God's 
od, ſhall appear to have acted the beſt 
nd wifeſt part, however their conduct is 
kips'd now. Bleſſed be God, even, in this 
nlitant ſtate, we are not without ſuitable 
ports to encourage our faithful perſev 
wce in the conflict. But, who can con 
we what thoſe tranſporting joys are, which 
ery victorious believer feels, when, having, 
juglt this good fight, and having finiſhed 
k uurſe, be lays hold on eternal life? Or 
Wit tongue ſhall be able to deſcribe the 
ay of that day, when this whole army of 
Mmqucrors, being gathered together, thall 
ow the triumphant captain of their ſal- 
in, through ſhining crowds of ſhoutin 
eel, who will line the ſtreets of the 
| . heavenly 


84 The Chriſtian Strife, &c. 
heavenly Jeruſalem on that great occaſion 
when they ſhall partake of the feaſt of victo 
at the ſame table with Patriarchs and p 
phets, with Apoſtles and Martyrs, and wit 
Chriſt himſelf ? when they ſhall togeth 
drink of thoſe rivers of pleaſure, which r 
at the right hand of God for evermore l; 2 
ſitting down on the banks of thoſe fre 
which make glad the city of God, thi 
ſhall there recount the labours, the dange 
and the ſalvations of time; the wonders 
providence and of grace; and, then, hy 
Join the harmonious and eternal conſort 
cherubim and ſeraphim, and tune their ha 
and tongues to the triumphant /ong of Mz 
and of the Lamb n. 


PL. xvi. 11. ©, xvi. 4, © Rev. xv. 2, jof 
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And the children of Iſrael remembred 
not the LoRD their Gop, who had 
delivered them out of the hands of 
all their enemies on. every fide : 
neither ſhewed they kindneſs to the 
houſe of Jerubbaal, namely Gideon, 
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according to all tbe goodneſs which 
be had ſhewed unto Irael. © 


NE can never enough ad- 

do mire the wiſdom of God, in 

== preſerving to us, under the 
old teſtament, ſo exact a re- 

cord of the Jeuiſh hiſtory; 

wherein, beſi iy arm ns 

it affords to the diſpenſa- 

t goſpel, we have a moſt illuſ- 

nous difplay of the divine perfections, in 

be conduct of providence towards a. nation, 

which God had ſeparated from all mankind 

9 de the partakers of the ſpecial marks of 

is favour, Nor can one well read the ac- 
A 2 count, 
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' wiſe, to give us a proper view of his juſtice and 


tions in the world are taught, what are the 


laſt, in that contemptible and wretched diſ- 


\ 


4 MNational Ingratitude 
count, which the ſacred hiſtorians have given 
us, of the great impieties which abounded 
among theſe people, while they were in the 
plentiful enjoyment of the bounties of hea- 
ven, without aſtoniſhment. ; Thus, as this 
part of divine revelation furniſhes our minds 
with the moſt delightful ideas of the mercy, 
and forbearance of God; ſo it fails not, like. 


holineſs. We have a large account of the righ-{ 
teous judgments, with which he took vengeance 
on the iniquities of Mael and, by their hiſto- 
ry, not only private perſons, and leſſer com- 
munities of men, but the moſt powerful na- 


natural, and will, in the end, be the certain 
conſequences of obſtinacy in fin. The dread- 
ful iſſue of their caſe, who were once the 
peculiar favourites of heaven, is indeed aw- 
fully inſtructive! When the meaſure of their 
iniquities was filled up, they felt the weight 
of ſuch calamities, as no hiſtory beſides can 
parallel: and theſe judgments have iſſued ati 


perſion, to which the poor remains of thi 
finfu] people have, for many ages, been ex- 

oſed, and in which we behold them at thi 
5 A condition, which is a ſtanding evi 
dence of the atrocious nature of their crimes if 
as well as of the truth of that revelation 
which foretold it, and of the faithfulneſs of 
thoſe promiſes which relate to their futur 
reſtoration, = 3 z 
e  Taz1RWM 


% 
& > 
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exemplified, and reproved. 5 


Tü EIR diſobedience was often attended 
ih very provoking circumſtances ; but no 

avation has a more frequent, and ſpecial 
wack of the divine diſpleaſure upon it, than 
hei ingratitude: a fad inſtance of which we 
we, in the paſſage I have propoſed to your 
quderation. 

TE ſacred hiſtorian informs us, that hav- 
xz obtained a compleat victory over their op- 
lors, under the conduct of Gideon, and 
wing enjoyed an happy tranquility, for forty 
rears, under his adminiſtration ; he was, in a 
ml old age, gathered to his fathers. And no 
boner was he laid in his grave, but this un- 
rateful nation forſook the worſhip of the 
hing and true God, and entred into cove- 
wt with idols. They turned again, and 
wit a Whoring after Baalim, and made Baal- 
with tbeir God *. They forgot all the ſacred 


ngazements they were under to the God of 


tir fathers, who had ſo often given them 
lation and victory; and who, lately, and 


thin their own memory, had reſcued them 


tom the vileſt ſlavery; and had, in ſo won- 
&rful a manner, reſtored to them both their 
flgious and civil liberties. They remembred 
w the Lo RD their GoD, who had delivered 
lem out of the hands of their enemies on every 
fie, And this wicked defection from all re- 
ud to their duty to God himſelf was, natu- 
uly, attended with baſe ingratitude to the 
nemory of the eminent perſon, whom he 

had 

Ver. 33. | 
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6 National Ingratitude 
had raiſed up for their deliverance : thus thi 
ſlighted the poſterity of that great and 900 
man, who had led them on to battle wil 
ſuch conduct, valour, and ſucceſs; and h. 
govern'd them, for ſo many years, with 
much wiſdom and moderation. Neither ſlat 
ed they kindneſs to the houſe of Jerubbaal, na; 
ly Gideon, according to all the goodneſs whi 
he ſhewed unto Iſrael. 


THESE things are written for our warnin 
And, that we may make the beſt improveme 
of fo affecting a part of ſacred hiſtory, « 
this memorable occaſion, I ſhall, | 


I. Give you ſome account of the gre 
obligations this people were under to div 
-24-9808hy for a long ſeries of wonderful d 
verances; and, eſpecially, for that records 
in the context. ä 


II. I ſhall ſhew you, what kind of returt 
the laws of reafon and religion required 
them, both to their divine benefactor, and 
ſuch inſtruments as he was pleaſed, from ti 
to time, to raiſe up for their deliverance ; a 
eſpecially to the extraordinary perſon mentiol 
ed in our text. 5 

III. I ſhall obſerve what little regard i 
unhappy nation paid, to either of theſe ov 
gations. e | I 


SI 


IV. 


xemplified, and reproved. 7 


I. I will endeavour, a little, to expoſe. 
in, and folly of this conduct. And, 


LasTLY, make ſome application of theſe 
kings to our OWN circumſtances, and the ſo- 
nn occaſion of this day. | 


| [am to give you ſome account of the 
wut obligations the people of T/rael were un- 
uo God himſelf, for the many extraordi- 
n 2ppearances of providence in their favour ; 
bl, eſpecially for the inſtance recorded in the 
mtext, 4 5 

Aub, whoever conſiders them, firſt of all, 
$1 family, and will trace them back to their 
tial, will find they were diſtinguiſhed, by 


ine goodneſs, from all the families of the 
ann: and this too, without any foundation 


itz meritorious plea. on their part. The 
dre which their great progenitor Abrabam 
kde in the world, was the pure effect of 
W pcculiar providence which attended him; 
ad that which he made in the church, was 
mg to the extraordinary grace beſtowed 
Jon him. He, together with the patriarchs, 
Wm were his immediate deſcendants, all ac- 
wledged, that they were ſtrangers and pil- 
fins on the earth r and, yet, in this ſtate of 
llerimage, they were ſo remarkably preſerved 
he divine care, ſo richly ſupplied with 
ry thing that was neceſſary to their tem- 

poral 

> Heb, xi. 13. | 
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8 Mational Ingratitude 
poral ſupport, and fo highly honoured wil 
ſpiritual bleſſings, even with an intercourl 
with God himſelf, as no family upon eart 
beſides themſelves, could boaſt. They e 
dured, indeed, a moſt grievous ſervitude j 
Egypt : but yet, the more they were affie 
the hiore they multiplied and grew e. $ pre 
digious was their increaſe, that, in the ſpag 
of four hundred years, and when, by t 
mighty hand of God they were brought o 
of that bondage, they could number no le 
than fix hundred thouſand men, beſides ci 
dren d. 

Tuuvs, the God of their fathers, who he 
ſo remarkably preſerved, and provided ſ 
them as a family, failed not to make bare h 
arm, and that in a moſt ſignal manner, f 
their deliverance, when they were become 
nation. The book of Exodus informs us in 
the character, and commiſſion of the extra 
dinary perſon, who was appointed to be the 
leader: there, we read of the mighty ſig 
and wonders, which were wrought by 
hand; the variety of miraculous plagues, wi 
which their cruel oppreſſors were puniſhec 
and the wonderful paſſage that was opent 
for them thro' the great deep ; a paſſag 
which proved the grave of the Egyptian 
rant, and all his hoſt. Time would fail 
were I to recount the aſtoniſhing appearance 
of divine power and goodneſs which attend 


them, during their travels thro be — 1 
_ 


© Exod. i, 12. Chap. xii. 37. 
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exemplified, and reproved. 9g 
There, was this great nation preſerved, for 
frty years, in a deſart, void of all proviſions 
reſſary for the ſupport of human life; their 
read came down from heaven, and their water 
ut of the flinty rock ; their cloaths did not wax 
in the journey, neither did their ſhoes wear 
ut: and tho they were chaſtiſed by fiery 
ments for their iniquities, yet when they 
te humbled under the mighty hand of 
God, a miraculous antidote was immediately 
mided againſt that deadly poiſon, They 
mere ſurrounded, indeed, with numerous and 
wnerful enemies; but troops of guardian 
gels incamped about them for their pro- 
rcon, and God himſelf was pleaſed to de- 
lend, and dwell in the midſt of them. He 
ze them a body of laws written with his 
inn finger, pitched his royal pavilion among 
lem as their ſovereign, and marched before 
lem, in a pillar of a cloud, and of fire, as 
de captain of their ſalvation. Their terror 
upon all the nations round about; and 
len any of them dared to give them an) 
Wurbance in their journey, they ſoon wand, 
b their coſt, that the Lord of hoſts was a- 
Wins them. This Amalek ſeverely felt, when 
attempted. to obſtruct their paſſage : and 
ſucceſs that attended the lifting up of the 
ud of Moſes, in that battle, ought to have 
bred to heaven the laſting glory of the 
Kory, It was the ſame almighty power 
F that overthrew Sibon king of the Amo- 


* Exod, xvii, 
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10 Mational Ingratitude 
rites, and Og king of Baſhan, on the border 
of the land of promiſe, and having defeate 
the purpoſes of Balak, turned the curſe into 
bleſſing *. 
Ir we purſue their hiſtory into Cans 
we ſhall find, that, tho' at their entrance inf 
that good land, the inſtruments God mak 
uſe of muſt be changed; and Moſes, who he 
conducted them thus far, with ſuch inimitab 
wiſdom, patience and labour, muſt reſign 
government and his life together; yet, t 
Lord is at no loſs to provide a proper ſu 
cellor. And the meekneſs of the forme 
which was ſo admirably ſuited to the cond 
tion and temper of that people in the wild 
neſs, is exchanged for the martial genius 
the latter; by which, under divine influen 
he was ſo well fitted to ſpeak with the enem 
the gate, and to lead them on, when they wi 
to contend with ſo many mighty nations 
their inheritance, But all Teſbud's coura 
and kill in the art of war, would have bu 
to little purpoſe, if God had not been wil 

him. At his command, the waters of WM 
dan turned back, and the foods food vi 
an heap®, to make way for the tribes to il 
poſſeſſion : at the command of God, the v 1 
of the firſt fortification miraculouſly fell dof 
when attacked by no other human power, Wl 
the ſound of rams horns, and the ſhouts of 
people: this was followed with the furpgl 
Numb. xxi. and xxii. b Joſh, iii. 10 

Chap. vi. | 


e 


exemplified, and reproved. IJ 


fthe city of Ai k, and the defeat of five po- 
pat princes, with their united armies. The 
lord fought that day from heaven for his 
ple, and more of their enemies fell by hail- 
fins, than Iſrael flew with the ſivord. Then 
| was, that Toſbua, filled with the ſpirit of 
te Lord, cried out in the preſence of all the 
rhes, *© Sun, ſtand thou Pal upon Gibeon ; 
and thou moon, in the valley of Ajalon.“ 
fil the ſun flood ſtill, and the moon ſtayed, 
wil the people had avenged themſelves upon 
hir enemies. And there was no day like that 
Wire it, or after it, that the Lord hearkened 
mt the voice of a man: for the Lord fought 
jr Iirael*, Such was the rapidity of Jo- 
us conqueſts, and ſo mightily did he pre- 
u; that, as no fingle nation could ſtand 
kite him; ſo when the neighbouring princes 
kid of the defeat of theſe five kings, they 
fred into a much more formidable alliance; 
ul came up againſt Mrael with an hoſt, as 
ind on the ſea-ſhore, for multitude, and 
uo borſes and chariots very many. But the 
ured hiſtory informs us, that God ſo ſtrength- 
his ſervant Joſbua, and all the people of war 
a lim, that they fell upon this mighty 
my, at the waters of Merom ; and ſmote 
im, till there were none remaining; and 
ted their horſes, and burnt their chariots 
A fre. Thus Joſhua took the whole land, 
ding to all that the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, 
"= WI - and 


Chap. viii. 1 Chap. x. 
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12  Mational Ingratitude 


and gave it for an Inheritance unto Iſrael 
And thus, by the mighty power of Goc 
were they ſettled i in this good land, the gal 
den of the whole earth : they had reſt fron 
all their enemies, and were both feared a 
envied by all the nations round about the 
they were inſtructed by prophets in{pirli 
from heaven, the prieſthood of divine inſt 
tution miniſtred at their altars, they had tl 
only true religion in the world, and G0 
| himſelf was pleaſed to continue his preſen@ 
among them. 

IT would have been happy for this natio 
if ſuch ſpecial, and extraordinary goodneſs hi 
been improved in a proper manner by the 
But alas! when Joſbua was no more, al 
another generation aroſe, which knew nt if 
Lord, nor the works which he had wrought i 
Iſrael n they ſoon fell off from their alle 
ance to the God of their ſalvation. This i 
| turally provoked the divine reſentments, all 
expoſed them to the inroads, and tyranni 
oppreſſions of their neighbours. But, «vl 
when in this condition, they no ſooner hu 
bled themſelves before the Lord, and cried 
him for help; but he appeared on their 
half, and failed not to raiſe up proper M 
ſtruments for their deliverance. Thus wil 
they freed from the yoke of the king MW 
Meſopotamia, by Othniel; from the Moab" 
by Ehud; from the Philiſlines, by Shang 
from the Canaanites, by Deborab and Bar 


Chap. xi. Judg. ii. 10, 


exemplified, and reproved. 13 
nd from Midian and Amalek, and the children 
{tle eaſt, by Gideon. Which brings me to 
be caſe, more immediately, before us. 

Ap you will find, by conſulting the con- 
len, that the ſame cauſe had produced the 
ane effect. They did evil in the fight of the 
rl, it is ſaid, and he delivered them into 
r lands of Midian for ſeven years. Theſe 
nemies were the more formidable, from the 
polacable reſentment they had againſt Yael; 
tho had been corrupted in their manners, 
nd their religion, by the Midianitiſb women, 
inder the direction of a wicked prophet, in 
tt time of Moſes ; and the judgments of God 
won 1/rael for this defection, had been follow- 
cd with ſuch a dreadful ſlaughter of the Midi- 
mites, as could never be forgotten by their 
wſterity v. They were at this time alſo very 
umerous, and were joined, as you ſee, by 
le Amalekites, and the children of the eaſt : 
ad what greatly increaſed the danger was, 
bat they had gradually ſpread themſelves 
wer all the land. It is faid, they were as graſ- 
pers upon it. Their opprefſions were al- 
dy very grievous : they had reduced the 
Fople of Iſrael from flouriſhing circumſtances 
ba very low ſtate of poverty; they had rob- 
bed them of their cattle, and of the fruits of 
lie field, and were rioting in the produce of 
heir labour, while many of the poor Iſraelites 
yere obliged to hide themſelves from their 
cruelty, in /frong-holds and caves of the earth. 
f | | "£17. "nd 
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14 Wational Ingratitude 
And then, as to religion, as the Midianites ha 
been before, perhaps, more fatally inſtrument 

than any other nation to ſeduce them to idol 
try; ſo now, to all appearance, they had ne 

thing left to expect, but that with their expit 
liberties, all the remains of the true religio 
would be utterly extirpated from among then 

IN this miſerable condition, they cried unt 

the Lord. And God, whoſe ears are alwaylf 

open to an humbled nation's cry, looked dow 
in compaſſion upon them. He remembref 
the promiſes he had made to their fathers; an 
he ſent a prophet to lay their iniquities befo 
them, to put them in mind of former obliga 
tions, and of that ungrateful behaviour whiclif 
had brought them into theſe deplorable cif 
cumſtances ; and, by ſeaſonable expoſtulation 
to prepare them for a ſalvation, which, at thif 
time, they little expected. 
TR EIR deliverance being determined, Golf 

is never at a loſs to find inſtruments to exe g 

cute his purpoſes. Gideon the Abiezrite if 

called out, to lead the people, on this great 
occaſion, A perſon who, though he had 
| hitherto, made no great figure in his coun 
try, yet, from the character given him in thiY 
book of Judges, ſeems to have been admirably 
qualified for ſo important a ſervice. The ang 
that brought him his commiſſion from th 
court of heaven, ſalutes him with the title on 
a mighty man of valour. And his hiſtory give 
us one of the moſt beautiful examples of that 
happy character, where true courage is regu- 
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exemplified, and reproved. 15 
bea by ſolid judgment; and where the warm- 
ent g anbition to deliver one's country from a 
lo bega yoke, is fo tempered with humility 
1d moderation, as to take no advantage of the 
teceſs of ſo great an undertaking, to its preju- 
ie. He had a true ſenſe of the value of 
mi-liberty : and, which crowned all, he had 
n incere and lively regard to that holy reli- 
W io, which was the glory of his anceſtors, 
WE ni had been handed down thro' a ſeries of 


re nncles to his own time; but now ſeemed 
an obe in imminent danger of being ſubverted 
ou dhe idolatry of the heathen. 

ge ExcoURAGED by the viſion of the angel, 
ic od ſome other miraculous pledges of the 
i dne favour, he ſets out on this glorious en- 


n trprize : and begins, where every good man 
WT wht to begin ſuch work as this, with the 
rormation of his own family, and the de- 
tion of the altars of his father's houſe. 
Thus he not only bravely bid defiance to the 
kathen enemies of his country, but to their 
wds alſo. | 
Tus Midianites, and their allies, immedi- 
tttly took the alarm: they collected their 
kength, and encamped their vaſt army in 
de valley of Fezreel: whilſt Gideon, ſup- 
prted with the goodneſs of his cauſe, and 
de promiſes of divine aſſiſtance, is neither 
ntimidated by this powerful and numerous 
tot, which covered the ground like the ſand 


*F n the ſea-ſhore ; nor is he diſcouraged by the 
| bor appearance of his band of three hundred 


men: 
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men: for, to that ſmall number was his arr; 
reduced, by divine appointment, that G0 
might ſecure all the glory of the victory W 
himſelf, Thus, in the exerciſe of ſtrong co 
fidence in God, and, at the ſame time, in i 
rudent uſe of as artful a ſtratagem as e 
military {kill produced, he ſurprizes the ca 
of the enemy. And who, indeed, can ſu 
ciently imagine the ſurprize; when, with tl 
ſound of three hundred trumpets, this y; 
multitude was rouzed from the ſecurity { 
the night; and their aſtoniſhment increaſeif 
by an immediate illumination all round til 
camp, attended with the victorious ſhout off 
—THE SWORD oF THE LORD AND off 
GiptoNn? The effect was, that the who 
army was thrown into the utmoſt conſteſi 
nation ; and, in this terror and confuſion, 
Lord ſet every man's fword againſt bis fellw Ml 
and the reſt became an eaſy prey to the 
raelites, in their flight. 9 
Tuus by this amazing turn of providence 
was this diſtreſſed nation, at once, deliver 
from the cruel and ſervile yoke of Midiauſ 
and under the conduct of this great ma 
the tribes were happily reſtored to their 4 
ligious and civil liberties. Nor is his moderaf 
tion and love to his country, after this victory 
leſs to be admired, than the wiſdom and val 
lour he diſcovered in obtaining it For whe 
the people, in the preſent lively ſenſe of the 
obligations to him, would have broken i 
 _ upolif 
r Judg. vii. 22. E 


exemplified, and reproved. 17 
their conſtitution, in order to aggran- 
te him and his family, and made him a 
nder of abſolute power, he generouſly re- 
gd the offer, gave the glory of the victory 
here it was juffly due, and ſaid, the Lord 
ld ſtill rule over them* ; contenting him- 
i with ſuch a degree of authority, as the 
mitations of their national ſettlement, which 
w a theocracy, admitted of; and, in that 
city, he governed with ſuch impartial 
alice and clemency, that his adminiſtration 

w attended with great tranquility to the 

wblic, and much honour to himſelf, for no 

than forty years. 

From this general account of things, you 
WH: what obligations this nation was under to 
WT divine care and goodneſs all along, 'and 

xeially for the great ſalvation that was 

mught out for them, under the conduct of 

n. I come now therefore, 
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l. To enquire, what ſort of returns were 
« from them, both by the laws of reaſon 
ud religion, to their divine benefactor ; and 
W, to ſuch inſtruments as he was pleaſed, 
m time to time, to raiſe up for their de- 
Rrance ; and particularly, to the extraordi- 
uy perſon mentioned in the text. 
ep 1 am ſure you will, immediately, a- 
with me, that as the common bleſſings 
>| providence lay men under indiſpenſable 
tions to their great creator, and preſer- 
BY © Chap. viii. 23. 


ver; 
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ver; ſo theſe obligations muſt increaſe, 
proportion to the favours beſtowed on the 
And thus, as God had raiſed Tae! above 
the nations of the earth, and had pour'd ſu 
floods of goodneſs upon them, as no peg 
in the whole world beſides enjoyed; ſy 
if the light of nature had been attended 
it would have been impoſſible that a grate 
ſenſe of theſe things ſhould have ever w 
off their minds : or that the frequent and 
prizing interpoſitions of the divine arm int 
favour, in ſeaſons of the moſt imminent 
ger, and when help could be obtained from 
other quarter, ſhould not have kept th 
humble, and have ſecured all the glory w 
it was juſtly due. | 
THESE great appearances of God in th 
behalf, were often the fruits of national ! 
miliations, and ſtrong cries to heaven : tl 
were frequently attended with the moſt p 
lic and ſolemn vows, and engagements to 
He had taken care ſufficiently to inform t 
how jealous he is of his own glory. And 
aſſiſt the frailty of human nature, and to 
a thankful ſenſe of ſuch extraordinary eve 
alive upon their hearts, a ſacred memo 
of them was recorded, by divine inſpirati' 
proper feſtivals were eſtabliſhed ; facing 
and other religious | rites were inſtitut i: 
| ſuitable ſongs of praiſe were provided, M 
the ſpirit of God himſelf, for thoſe ſole 
occaſions ; and a ſucceſſion of prophets ' 
ſent, from time to time, with a * 1 
1 1 


exemplified, and reproved. 19 
um heaven, to remind them of their obli- 
ions, and ſtir them up to gratitude, 
W Tivs it was reaſonable to have expected, 
ecially while new wonders were ſtill work- 
in their favour, that they would not, eaſi- 
have forgotten thoſe that were paſt. How 
wid the civil magiſtrates have exerted their 
thority to this purpoſe, and taken care to 
wmmend a grateful ſpirit to the people, 
their own pious examples? And how ac- 
rand diligent ſhould their ſpiritual leaders 
been, in this very important part of their 
jk One would, indeed, have thought, 
kt the nation in general would have pre- 
ned a thankful remembrance of the many 
mders wrought out for them: and would 
* laboured to impreſs the minds of their 
terity, with the ſame ſenſe of theſe things. 
| they, and their forefathers had been 
med precious in the ſight of God, and 
n preſerved as in the hallow of his hand, 
l as the apple of his eye; one would have 
acht, the glory of their great friend, and 
terver, would have been dearer to them 
"I life itſelf, God had always eſteemed 
enemies as his: and therefore gratitude 
ud have taught them, to have looked on 
the enemies of God as theirs. The per- 
Wn of the divine nature, indeed, is ſuch, 
an admit of no acceſſion of happineſs, from 


[cy 


ö a tribute of humble thankfulneſs, of love, 
obedience, muſt have been reaſonably ex- 
C 2 . pected 
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bing creatures can do: but ſurely a con- 
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20 Mational Ingratinide 
pected from a people thus diſtinguiſhed, An 
that the true religion, and other liberties an 
honours of a very extraordinary nature, wit 
which they were entruſted, and were th 
wonderfully reſtored, ſhould have been eſteer 
ed ſacred, ſhould have been properly valueſ 
and have engaged their unſhaken loyalty 
their divine benefactor, throughout all gen 
rations. - ; | 
AND, indeed, if they had bat attend 
to their own true intereſt, which, in mY 
caſes, influences human nature ſtronger th 
any other motive; they would have ſee 
that nothing could ſo much ſecure their 
putation among other nations, the peace 

their own minds, and a ſucceſſion of bi 
ſings to their lateſt poſterity, as a thank'M 
fruitful, and religious improvement of i 
abundant mercies they had received, 
Bor, to what I have ſaid, I muſt iff 
further add, that not only reaſon, but ii 
holy religion which they profeſſed, gave 
greateſt ſanction to their obligations. TIA 
knew that the foundation of the ruin of mal 
kind in the fall, was laid in the fin of ingral 
tude, And they had been ſufficiently i 
formed into the malignity of this fin, by WW 
deſtruction of the old world, and of the i 
; 
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habitants of the fruitful plains of Gomrr 
as well as of the many nations who had il 
len before them in the wars of the LW 
Gratitude is the grand motive by which WM 
whole moral law, which was delivers | 
N 88 thi 


exemplified, and reproved. 21 
tm with fuch awful circumſtances, is en- 
mced; as you may ſee by the preface of 
4% And their great lawgiver, when he 
wok his dying leave of them, had in a moſt 
hemn and affecting diſcourſe, as ever was 
vivered, ſet before them theſe obligations, 
1 2 very particular manner; and recorded 
hem alſo in that divine ſong, with which he 
<ncludes it *. | 

Axp then, as the moſt grateful returns 
tere due to God himſelf; fo natural juſtice 
foght them, to have ſhewn a ſuitable re- 
td to the inſtruments, he was pleaſed to 
employ in their favour. They ſhould have 
keen treated with due reſpe& arid honour 
while living; their memories ſhould have 
ken embalmed after death; and national 
gatitude ſhould have been entailed on their 
poſterit v. | | | 

Tx1s certainly ought to have been the 
behaviour of the people of Hrael, in the caſe 


ſo extraordinary an appearance of God on 
their behalf, have been impreſſed on their 
minds? And with what devout and lively 
tankſgivings ſhould they have celebrated it? 
How ſolicitous ſhould they have been to pre- 
ſerve that holy religion from any heathen 
mixture, which had been ſo miraculouſly re- 


then? And how faithfully ſhould they have 
improved thoſe liberties, which were reſtored 

| = 
© Exod, xx. 2. Deut, xxxii. 7, — 14. 


before us. How deeply ſhould the ſenſe of 


ſcued from the ruin deſigned it by the hea- 
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in ſo amazing a manner, when they ſeeme, 
to be at the laſt gaſp? The very name of G. 
deon ſhould have been always dear to 1jrae] 
They ſhould not only have paid him the he 
nours due to his great merit, while he lived 
among them; but have been juſt to his memo 
ry when dead. His valour and conduct as 
general, his wiſdom and juſtice as a magi 
ſtrate, and above all, his firm faith in God 
ſhould have been properly regarded by theit 
poſterity, and imitated by all his ſucceſs 
ſors. And ſurely one would have thought, 
the family of ſo worthy a man, would have 
partaken largely of the fayour of the people: 
and whatever differences ſubſiſted among 
them, all parties would have united to have 
ſhew their gratitude to their great deliverer, 
in the moſt honourable treatment of his off- 
ſpring. Thus it ought to have been. But 

alas! 


III. Tux hiſtory of thoſe times informs us, 
wat a different ſort of regard this unhappy 

nation paid, to each of theſe obligations. 
THEIR ingratitude to heaven was, indeed, 
unparallel'd, They were hardly ever deli- 
vered from any great diſtreſs, but they forgot 
the miſeries they had endured, almoſt as ſoon 
as they were removed; and the vows of their 
affliction, as ſoon as their prayers were an- 
ſwered. Tho' ſaved in a miraculous way, 
they would either give the praiſe of it to their W 
own ſword and bow, or to the gods of the 
heathen : 


Re, 
A. 43 
Ky 


exemplified, and reproved. 23 
tathen : and ſometimes even to the idols of 
hoſe very nations, under whoſe tyranny they 
ad been groaning. The liberties which were 
gen thus reſtored to them, by the marvel- 
bus interpoſition of divine providence, were 
xither properly valued, nor improved. And 
ſhen, in the ordinary courſe of things, or 
zz proper rebuke for their iniquities, they 
ere ſubjected to any inconveniences, nay, 
gen in the fulleſt liberty, and greateſt af- 
uence of outward enjoyments, they indulged 
temſelves ſo in murmuring againſt God, that 
tis as great a miracle, as any we read of in 
their hiſtory, that they were not utterly de- 
roy d from the face of the earth. 

Wr have ſad inſtances of this behaviour, 
their coming out of Egypt, at the red ſea, 
ud in the wilderneſs. How did they loath 
the manna of heaven, as light food; and 


nurmur at the length of the way, though 
the great Jehovah travelled with them? Such 
nas their turbulent ſpirit, that when they 


were commanded to fight, they would lay 
doyn their arms; and when God would have 
hem forbear, they would go up to battle. 
Nay, even in the fight of the mount, where, 
juſt before, they had heard the thunder of 


God's voice, and ſeen the lightening of his 
yes, and to the top of which Moſes was aſ- 


tended, to receive the law at the hand of the 
Lord, they bow the knee to a calf of their 
dyn making, and provoke God with the vileſt 


aominations of idolatry. This treatment of 


God 
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24 Wational Iugratitude 
God himſelf, was allo attended with a fic 
able meaſure of ingratitude, to the ſeve 
worthy inſtruments he was pleaſed to em 
ploy, from time to time, for their 000K 
What could be more evident, than the « 
vine commiſſion of their firſt great leader an 
| lawgiver ? what could be more glorious, th: 
the whole courſe of his adminiftration? An 
yet Moſes, with all his wiſdom, faithfulne 
and indefatigable labour for the public good 
with the miraculous ſanction of heaven if 
ſupport him, and a conſtant feries of mo 
marvellous ſucceſs, found himſelf very fi 
quently diſtreſs'd by the murmurings of thi 
ungrateful people, and his perſonal characte 
often loaded with reproach : and this, nf 
only from the common people, but fron 
their elders; as in the caſe of Korah, Da 
than, and Abiram *; and in that alſo of Ar 
and Miriam), who from the ties of blood, af 
| well as other the moſt ſtrong obligations 
were bound to have behaved towards hin 
in a very different manner. f 

AND thus, if we deſcend to the caſe beM 
fore us, we ſhall find that the ſame fpiri 
prevailed, after this great ſalvation, which iſ 
recorded in the context. The children of I 
rael, it is ſaid, remembered not the Lord thei: 
God : they forgot the near relation they had 
the honour to. ſtand in to the great God of 
heaven; they forgot how often he had ap- 
proved himſelf to be their God in money 1 


* Numb, xvi. 12. Chap. xii. I. 


exemplified, and reproved. 235 
hey ſeemed by their conduct, to have loſt 
ſenſe of the miſery they had lately been 
; of the ſupplications they had ſent up to 
men for relief, of the vows they had made 
their diſtreſs, and the glorious diſplay of the 
fine wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, in their 
grerance, It is ſtrange, indeed, that ſuch 
f entire victory over their implacable op- 
lors, that a ſalvation ſo ſudden, ſo com- 
kt, and attended with ſuch a miraculous 
oration of liberty and plenty of every kind, 
ui above all, of the free exerciſe of their 
Jl religion, could ever have been forgotten 
them. But alas! ſo it was; for the chil- 


jal their enemies on every fide. 

iyp to this account of their ingratitude 
teaven, the ſacred hiſtorian immediately 
i, that they neglected to /hew kindneſs to 


ping to all the goodneſs which he had ſhewwed 
u liracl, Such was the envy of the tribe 
LEraim towards their deliverer, and the 
len men who fought under him, that the 
ter of the Midianites was ſcarce over, 
In they diſcovered it, in a very ungene- 
manner: but the admirable moderation 
a0 3 great man, in the fluſh of a victory, 

eme their ſeditious ſpirits, as his arms 
done the enemies of their country: and 
en they very ſeverely charged him, with 
King to call them time enough to obtain 


D a larger 


[1 


m of Iſrael remembred not the Lord their 
% who had delivered them out of the hands 


e bouſe of Jerubbaal, namely, Gideon, ac- 
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of the nation, that they would, as has bet 


that when it was out of their power to mal 
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a larger ſhare in the glory of that day; with 
what inimitable prudence doth he calm their 
paſſions ? What have J done now, ſays he, in 
compariſon of you? is not the gleaning of tle 
grapes of Ephraim, better than the vintage“ 
Abiezer? God hath delivered into your fand 
the princes of Midian, Oreb, and Zeb; an 
achat was able to do in compariſon of yu! 
The valour indeed of Gzdeon, the love hi 
ſhewed to his country, and the wonderfi 
ſucceſs which attended this glorious enter 


prize, had ſuch a preſent effect on the bod 


obſerved, have changed the very form of thei 
government in favour of him, and his family 
and, it is very probable, that while in his lik 
time he continued to lay freſh obligations upo 
them, by the prudent, and impartial diſchary 
of the high truſt which was committed t 
him, he preſerved ſome conſiderable interel 
in their reſpect. But, when he was no mort 
and his perſonal labours and ſervices were: 
an end, the national regard to him ceaſed a 
fo; and all obligations to his memory we 
laid aſide, One would indeed have though 


any further returns to his perſon, they wo 
have conſidered him as, in ſome fort, J 
living in his poſterity ; and have treated the! 
with that reſpect, which was naturally due 
the immediate deſcendants of one, who ha 
ſo eminently, approved himſelf to be . 1 
common father of his country. = 


exemplified, and reproved. 27 
tead of this, the chapter immediately fol- 
lowing our text, informs us, that Abimelech, 
the ſon of his maid-ſervant, being ſupported 
by the men of Shechem, entred into a moſt | 
natural conſpiracy againſt his father's haaſe : 
nd having, with their aſſiſtance, hired a band 
f cufſians, barbarouſly murder'd his % 
rethren upon one lone; and then ſeized on 
Wit authority which Gzdeon had piouſly re- 
ſed. Nor doth it appear that, in all this 
utrage, he met with any oppoſition from 
e tribes of rael. And if we may judge of 
ereſt of Gideon's children, who ſuffer'd this 
wel uſage, by the figure the youngeſt of 
km makes in ſcripture hiſtory, they had 
no means forfeited their title to the re- 
d of the public. For Jotham, who was 
It only one that eſcaped this aſſaſſination, 
tha wiſdom and bravery ſuitable to his 
dad, went, and ſtood on the top of mount 
121m ; and there, publickly, reproached 
emen of Shechem, for their ingratitude to his 
bers memory, who had fought for them, 
ie faid, and adventured his life far, and 
ered them out of the, hand of Midian : 
then, under a ſpirit of prophecy, he fore- 
the vengeance that would purſue both 
tone, and the other, for the cruelty done 
the houſe of Ferubbaal. Which, accord- 
, very ſoon came to paſs, to their mutual 
action : for the men of Shechem, who 
thus aſſiſted Abimelech in his tyrannical 
Ppation, and the inhuman treatment of his 


D 2 | father's 


28 MWational Ingratitude 
father's houſe, like other traitors, ſoon rebelled 
againſt him who had employed them. They 
were, indeed, quickly vanquiſhed by his arms, 
But, he had no ſoon executed the ſentence 
of heaven upon them, in a dreadful {laugh 
ter, deſtroying their fortreſſes, razing the yery 
walls of their city, and ſowing the foundation 
of it with ſalt; than he himſelf alſo fell, by 
the ignominious hand of a woman. And 
thus, ſays the facred penman, God render 
the wickedneſs of Abimelech which be did um 
his father, in flaying his ſeventy brethren 
And all the evil of the men of Shechem, di 
God render upon their heads: and upon tht 
came the curſe of Jotham the fon of Jem 
baal ). But, , 


IV. WAT I further deſigned, was tf 
expoſe, in ſome meaſure, the fin, and ful 
of this conduct. | 

ANp here, I am ſure, I need not ti 
up much of your time. The guilt of tl 
flagitious crime of ingratitude, as perpetrat 
againſt God himſelf, is aggravated, in pt 
portion to the dignity of the divine charadit 
and the great and innumerable obligations" 
are under to him. And the folly of it: 

ars, in full light, when we conſider 
jealouſy he has for his own glory, the thre 
nings which attend it in his word, and 
terrible examples which are recorded of 
vengeance both on angels and men, for 

| iniqul 
Chap. ix, 56, 57» 


u 
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iniquity. But, experience teaches us that, 
whatever regard men pay to their obligations 
to one another, tis true religion only, which 
will engage them to a grateful treatment of 
their creator and preſerver, and to behave in 
z becoming manner, towards that good God, 
who, in the midſt of all their unworthineſs, 
has made ſuch ample proviſion, not only for 
their welfare here, but for their everlaſting 
falvation, Which, as it evidently diſcovers 
the dreadful effects of the fall, on all human 
nature; fo, it ſhews the abſolute neceſſity of 
the ſupernatural work of the holy ſpirit, in 
order to reſtore our minds to ſuch a temper, 
as to pay a due regard to the firſt principle 
of right reaſon, 50 
T E injuſtice of ſuch a behaviour as this, 
towards our fellow- creatures, might be argued 
from the rights of nature, which, certainly, 
oblige every man, as he is made for ſociety, 
to promote the common good; and will al- 
low of no injury to another; no, not to thoſe 
to whom we are under no ſpecial obligations. 
Ingratitude is therefore the height of in- 
juſtice : 'tis ſo, to the perſon injured ; and 
the crime 1s encreaſed, as in the caſe before 
us, 1n proportion to the damage it brings to 


the public. And, upon a little reflection, it 


will appear alſo very fooliſh, as it is contrary 
to our own intereſt, and inconſiſtent with 
the rules of ſelf- preſervation. But divine re- 
velation carries things vaſtly higher than all 
this: it directs us, / our enemy hunger to ag 

im, 
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him, and if he thirft to give him drink*, Tis 
the glory of our holy religion to teach us, 
that we muſt do good for evil, bleſs then 
that curſe us, and pray for them that deſpite. 
Fully uſe us, and perſecute us. And, as expe- 
rience ſhews us that this behaviour is, com- 
monly, ſooner or later, attended with honour 
and happineſs in this world ; ſo it has many 
promiſes of the divine favour, and rewards 
of a nobler kind annexed to it, in the word 
of God. 
Tu us, if it be our duty, and our intereſt, 
to be not only juſt and kind to all men, even 
to our enemies; what muſt be the malignity 
of that evil, how full of injuſtice and baſe- 
neſs of ſpirit, where men break through the 
firſt principles of nature itſelf, and the cleareſt 
dictates of conſcience, and return evil for 
good? *Tis a vice condemned by the general 
conſent of mankind ; and muſt be exceeding 
abominable in the ſight of God, as it appears 
ſo directly contrary to the mercy and good- 
neſs of his nature, and the conſtant tenor of 
his law, and, moſt of all, to the obligations 
laid on us by the genius, and grace of the 
goſpel. And then, public ingratitude is that 
ſpecies of this fin, which you will eaſily fee, 
is moſt baneful, moſt provoking to heaven, 
and moſt pregnant of every evil to ourſelves, 
as well as other men. In a word, the dan- 
ger, as well as the folly of it, will abun- 
dantly appear, if we conſider that, as it is 
5 moſt 

Rom. xii, 20. 2 Matt. v. 44. 
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exemplified, and reproved. 5x 
moſt injurious to human ſociety, and greatly 
tends to diſcourage brave and uſeful men 
fom engaging in difficult and important ſer- 
vices; ſo it is apt to awaken the ſharpeſt re- 
ſentments, in thoſe who are in this manner 
abuſed. And, however men may eſcape the 
puniſhment due to ſuch a criminal behaviour 
in this world; yet, the natural notions we 
have of God, as well as the plaineſt decla- 
nations of his holy word, aſſure us, that ſuch 
ſort of injuſtice cannot, without repentance, 


go unpuniſhed in the world to come. But 1 
haſten, 
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V. To endeavour to make ſome applica- 
ton of theſe things to our own circum- 
ſtances, and the memorable occaſion of this 
day. 

"I with regard to our national obliga- 
tions to the great governour of the world, 
it muſt, I am ſure, be acknowledged, that 
we have not only been favoured with the 
common bleſſings of providence ; but the 
happy ſpot on which we dwell, for the tem- 
perature of the climate, the fruitfulneſs of 
the foil, the plenty of all the proviſions of 
life, the advantages of its ſituation both for 
commerce and defence, the number, natural 
ſtrength, and genius of its inhabitants, and, 
above all, for the liberties we enjoy, both 
religious and civil, is the glory of the whole 
earth, and the envy of all the nations in the 
world, Thus, as it was with God's people 

| of 


As Iſrael was reſcued, by the arm of the Lord, 


the prophets; but we have had the ſuperiot 


of this. Whoever will but conſider by what 


into eternity by the cruel hands of Papiſts, 


32 MNational Ingratitude 
of old, the lines are fallen to us in pleaſant 
places, and verily we have a goodly herj tape, 


out of the bondage and darkneſs of Egypt 
ſo were our fore-fathers, many ages ago, from 
the idolatry of the heathen, and in later times 
from the captivity of Rome, which was worſe 


than that of Babylon. They had the law and 


privilege of the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt long planted among us; and it has 
been watered by the bleſſed effuſions of the 
Spirit of God. 8 

THE many political ſchemes which have 
been laid, the unwearied induſtry that has 
been uſed, and the many violent meaſures 
which have been attempted, in order to de- 
prive us of theſe invaluable bleſſings, and to 
ſubject Great Britain again to the Rom 
uſurpation, ſufficiently ſhew, that the Popyſts 
have all along eſteemed it, as the principal 
bulwark of the proteſtant religion. 

Tu E execrable deſign of the powder trea- 
ſon, the providential diſcovery of which we 
this day commemorate, is a ſufficient evidence 


inhuman meaſures the faith of that church 
has been propagated ; what rivers of blood 
have been ſhed, and what millions of ſouls 
have, with variety of tortures, been hurried 


mult be worſe than blind, if they cannot 
perccivt, that it is impoſſible a church _ 
| bliſhe 


e 
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exemplified, and reproved. 33 
bliſhed on ſuch a foundation ſhould have the 
leaſt claim to chriſtianity ; the genius of 
which is, like its great author, meek and lowly, 
and full of gentleneſs and goodneſs. But, I 
think, the hiſtory of popery itſelf, which is 
the moſt bloody of all hiſtories, cannot from 
its beginning, furniſh -us with any inſtance 
beſides, of ſo deſperate a kind as this: a de- 
fgn that breathes the very ſpirit of the in- 


fernal pit; and in the execution of which, a 


worſe than brutal cruelty was to be glutted 
with ſuch a ſacrifice, as was never before 
offered up to Moloch himſelf. With what 
horror is the imagination ſtruck, at a faint re- 
prelentation of the frightful ſcene ſuch a blow 
muſt have produced? the king, the nobles, 


and the judges, together with the flower of all 


the gentry in the nation were, in one moment, 
to have been blown up into the air, and 
their mangled carcaſſes to have been mingled 
vith the ruins of the royal palace, and the ſeats 
juſtice : the greateſt houſes in the kingdom 
vere to have been filled with the lamenta- 
tons of widows and of orphans: and that 
which would have compleated this dreadful 
cataſtrophe was, that by the advantage of 
the confuſion all ſorts of men muſt be in on 
luch a ſhocking occaſion, a religion was to 
lave been introduced which could juſtify 
ch ſavage violence, and a tyranny. in go- 
1 that ſhould be the genuine fruit 
eit. : Gitter 0 
Tu E ſeaſonable and wonderful — 
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34 WMational Ingratitude 
of this plot, ſhews how watchful heaven has 
been of our ſafety: and it muſt argue, ] 
was going to ſay, a worſe then Feuiſß ſtu- 
pidity, if we can poſſibly forget the obligs- 
tions we are under for ſo great a ſalvation. 
Bur left this ſhould be the caſe, divine 
providence has rendered this very day in our 
calendar ftill more memorable, by the won- 
derful reſcue of our religion and liberties from 
the deſigns of the very fame enemies, at the 
ious revolution in 1688: a deliverance 
till freſh in the memories of many yet lu. 


1 

Tu E throne was then {s'd by a prince 
who was a profeſs d papiſt, and one zealouſly 
devoted to the intereſt of that church: a cir- 


cumſtance which had not happened to thi | 
nation, ſince the bloody reign of queen Mary. 


The prieſts and other agents of that com- 
munion had overſpread the land like graſby- 
pers; as the Midianites covered that of lin 


in the days of Gideon. Not only the king's 
family wa full of them, but they appeared 

the bench of juſtice, and at the coun- 
ſel table. The Jeſuits erected colleges and 
ſeminaries in moſt great towns; and four 
biſhops were publicly conſecrated in the 
king's own chapel, and ſent down to exer- 
ciſe their functions, in their ſeveral dio- 
ceſſes, as vicars apoſtolical, while their paſ- 
toral letters, addreſs'd to the laity of thei! 
own communion, were printed at the kings 
printing-houſe, and diſperſed over all the 
Fu "| SY king- 


e . awe ny woes 


ous patriots of Engliſb liberty were im- 

ned, and many of the . of were 
1 no paſts of honour or profit could 
be pretended to by any, but by Papiſis and 
their adherents; and the judges, corrupted by 
the king, gave up the laws of England, by 
their deciſion, to Pnis diſpenſing power; by 
which, together with his eccleſiaſtical com- 


and the manner in which the muncio was 
received from thence, he made it no ſecret, 
that he was determined to divide matters 

with the pape; and having reconciled the 


: chre kin oms to ſpiritual ſlavery, to take 
bs abſolute power over their lives and for- 
nue to himſelf. 

bocn was the ſad condition of theſe na- 
Jo, when our. fathers cried unto the Lord, 
-a he was pleaſed, beyond all human ex- 
- cation, in that critical ſeaſon, to appear; 
„ad to raiſe up a deliverer for us, who, like 
os i of old, bravely reſcued our religion 
red nd our liberties ; and in doing which, like 


m- him, he ſpared not the altars of his father 8 
ae. Whoever duly conſiders the num- 
our ber of king s -land-forces, and the 


the WH 'rength of his navy; and at the ſame time 
ler- rſlecs on the ſeaſonable arrival of the prince 
do- ef Orange, the auſpicous winds which fa- 
pe- wured the landing of the handful of men 
heir E 2 i he 
dee Rapin, Vol. xv. pag. 72. 


n and reproved. 35 
kingdom *. Sara Flops and many other 


niflion, his embaſſy to the court of Rome, 
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36 Wational Ingratitude © 
he brought with him, the pannick fear that 
diſconcerted all the meaſures of the popiſh 
counſels, the deſertion, not only in the fleet 
and army, but among the gentry and at 
court, which was followed with the flight 
of the king himſelf ; whoever, I ſay, refleds 
on theſe things, muſt, I think, acknowledge 
that all was the evident effect of the fame 
miraculous hand, which delivered 1/-ael from 
the yoke of Midian: and in this, it exceeded 
even that deliverance, that this great affiir 
was carried into execution, with ſcarce any 
bloodſhed. 155 e 

AnD if Gideon afterwards ſuitably puniſh- 
ed the inſolence of the men of Succoth and 
Penuel©; I am ſure, we may ſee the hand of 
God, and the valour of our deliverer abun. 
dantly diſplay'd, in the ſpeedy reduction of 
Ireland ; and the check he gave to the pride 
of the French tyrant, in his own life-time: 
as well as the low condition to which he was 
reduced, by the plan the great king Willian 
laid, and which was happily purſued in the 
glorious part of the reign of his immediate 
ſucceſſor, under the conduct of the brave 
duke of Marlborougb. be 

Nok can J help obſerving that, as Gidbon, of 
in the height of his glory, generouſly refuſed " 
to break in upon the conſtitution of the , 
raelites; ſo our deliverer, in his acceptance 
of the crown, in a parliamentary way, wa 
equally tender of preſerving ours, The for 


me ſon 


© Judges viii. 


— 


exemplified, and reproved. 38 


ner ruled the tribes for forty years in great 


hazard of his life, and with a courſe of in- 
&ftigable labours, laid the foundation of all 
that peace and plenty, which we have already 
ajoyed for a longer term. 


there were no juſt occaſion to carry the parallel 
ay farther. But if Iſrael forgot the God of 
their ſalvation, if they forgot their former 
tiverances, and thoſe of later date, if they 
neglected, corrupted, and betrayed that holy 
religion, with which they, above all the na- 
tons of the world, were intruſted, if they 
tbuſed and trifled with thoſe liberties, which 


amazing interpoſitions of providence, I am 
fire the inhabitants of theſe iſlands ſhould 
rad the hiſtory of that nation, with ſhame 
and confuſion of face. Gideon, indeed, who 
reſcued the liberties of Mael, and reſtored the 
free exerciſe of religion to that people, en- 
yed the advantages and returns of his pub- 
Ic ſervices, during his own life and admini- 
ration, But it was far otherwiſe with our 
great deliverer, It is well known, that many 
of thoſe who were ſaved by his valour, who 
led under the ſun-ſhine of his gentle go- 
rrnment, and were even fed at his table, 
by a moſt quarrelſome, and ungrateful po- 
ſtim to public meaſures, cramp'd his great 
leſigns, and rendered his crown ſo burden- 
bme to him, that under the weight of theſe 


tranquility : and the latter, with the frequent 


Axp here I wiſh I could ſtop, and that 


were ſo often recovered, or preſerved by ſuch 


diſtreſſes, 
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been taken to depreciate that glorious era 


38 Watianal Ingratitude 
diſtrefles, his conſtitution was thought to fir 
more, than under all the toils of the fiel 
To which I muſt add, the ungenerous my 
ner in which his memory has been ufed fins 
his death; together with the pains which hay 


tion, of which he was, under God, the 
happy inſtrument. And if it is recorded t; 
the diſhonour of Mael, that they negleQe 
the poſterity of Gideon, when their father v 
no more; what ſhall we ſay of the tra 
ment that illuſtrious houſe _ met with, 
which king William, in great wiſdom, an 
a truly paternal love to theſe ungrateful nz 
tions, adopted as his family, and which inheit 
both his crown, and his excellent qualificy 
tions for government ? 

IT cannot be denied that, ever fince thi 
happy ſucceſſion took place, we have enjoyel 
an uncommon meaſure of reſt from our e:. 
mies on every fide, and ſuch an affluence df 
every good thing, as our fathers before u 
could never boaſt of. And it would hate 
been well, if this long tranquility, and all 
theſe other bleſſings, had been ſuitably im- 
proved. But whoever confiders the atheiſti 
cal contempt which is caſt on the principles 
our holy religion, and the progreſs of all ſort 
of prophaneneſs, and practical iniquity among 
us, together with that indolent ſpirit towards 
every thing of a divine nature, which is tobe 
obſerved in the generality of good men them- 
ſelves, will find that we have copied after un. 


grateful 


exemplified, and reproved. 39 
teful J#aet, and made fad returns indeed to 
uur bountiful benefactor, | 

Nox is it one of the leaſt threatning cir- 
mſtances upon us, that, to a general diſre- 
ud of providence, and of the great governor 
if the world, men have, too naturally indeed, 
nnected a contempt of their rulers here be- 
w; and inftead of being afraid to ſpeak evil 
f dgntres , they ſeem to ſtrive which ſhall 
t-do the other, in reproaching that good 
wernment, under which they enjoy all theſe 
leſſings. 


m. A Man that has any due regard to the 
aug oy of God, and the true intereſt of his 


wuntry, can hardly forbear making ſome 
pournful reflections on this occaſion. That 
friends of popery, and the pretender, 
bould be uneaſy under ſuch a ſtate of na- 
mal tranquility, and ſhould uſe their utmoſt 
favours to difturb the public peace, is no 
onder: but it is aſtoniſhing indeed, that they 


ave ould. be capable of prevailing on ſuch as, one 
| Would yet hope, are no hearty enemies to our 
0 onſtitution, to join with them in their wicked 
iſt. M bours. | | 

esc No government in this world is entirely 
ſorts We: from defects; neither have the greateſt, 
u beſt men which nature has produced, 


d whom providence has placed in autho- 
ty, been abſolutely perfect. It is caſy to 
ant out ſome ſpots in the character of a 
ies, a Joſhua, or a Gideon: but ſhall theſe 
ſuperſede 


4 2 Pet. ii. 10. 


40 Mational Ingratitude 
ſuperſede all regards to their public uſeſul 
neſs? If common juſtice forbids us to attac 
the reputation of a private perſon, from jez 
louſy and ſurmiſe only; and that we ſhoul 
call his integrity in queſtion, without prope 
evidence; certainly, with much greater ftrengt 
of reaſon, it may be proved, that men in put 
lick ſtations are entitled to our charity : and; 
their ſprings of action, and the ends they hay 
in view, are often out of our fight, rh 
reaſon will forbid us to determine about tho 
things, of which we can be no compete 
judges; ſo a proper regard to our own fak 
ty, as well as common juſtice, will oblige u 
to be very cautious how we give any encou 
ragement to a miſrepreſentation of their o 
duct. But a man muſt be a great ſtranger t 
what paſſes in places of public reſort, wh 
doth not frequently obſerve, that the mol 
unkind, not to ſay the moſt malicious con" 
ſtructions are put on almoſt every meaſuſ 
taken by authority. And things are admit 
ted very often without the leaſt pretence 0 
proof, in ſuch converſation, where, if a 

was to uſe a perſon on a level with himſe 
in the ſame manner, he would not fail t 
meeting with a ſuitable rebuke. It is eaſy i 
ſee with what a dangerous deſign, that inn 
dious diſtinction has been of late induſti 
ouſly propagated, between the intereſt of th 
COURT and COUNTRY: and indeed ng" 
method ſeems to have been left unattempt 
ed, that might have a tendency to _ ot 

, 


exemplified, and reproved. 41 
crown uneaſy to his majeſty, to alienate the 


encouragement to our common enemies, both 
abroad and at home. And all this, for I will 
dare to fay it, notwithſtanding the general 
likffection which has been wickedly foment- 
ed among us; all this, I ſay, under the beſt, 
the happieſt, - and the mildeſt adminiſtration 
n the whole world. 

Is it not aſtoniſhing, that men of common. 
underſtandings will believe, that we are re- 
diced to the utmoſt poverty, notwithſtand- 
ig the low intereſt of money; and in de- 


uder every one's obſervation, and may very 
uſtly fill the hearts of wiſe and good men 
mth concern? And is it not equally ſtrange, 
nd wicked, to perſuade us to imagine we are 
u a ſtate of ſlavery, while we /t unden our 
wes, and our fig-trees, and there is none to 
pate us afraid? while no man in England, 
perhaps, obtains his right with ſo much diffi- 
nlty, as the king himſelf. 

Gop isa God of order; government is his 
m inſtitution, for the benefit of mankind; 
ud when it anſwers the proper ends, for 


g theungrateful treatment, thoſe rulers meet 

nth, who have been the inſtruments in his 

and for the public good. 155 

Tux ungoverned liberty which is taken, 

t only in converſation, but by the pres, is 
F 


be king and his parliament, to render the 


hearts of his ſubjects from him, or to give 


fance of that growing luxury, which comes 


mich it was appointed, he cannot fail reſent- 


ſuch, 
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42 1 ational Ingratitude 


ſuch, as I believe no age or nation can equa]: 
and what the conſequences of this growing 
evil may be, in the end, to our conſtitution 
itſelf, I will not take upon me to ſay; but 
of this I think we may be aſſured, that, while 
theſe writers are daily ſcattering their treaſon 
over the whole kingdom, in order to perſuade 
us into a belief, that our liberties are in dan. 
ger from the adminiſtration; this is ſo fir 
from being true in fact, that the impunity 
they meet with, is a moſt plain confutatio 
of that very ſcandal, which their ſeditiousl 
bels are deſigned to propagate. Indeed the 
rage of this oppoſition has tranſported the 
leaders of it into ſuch an entire diſregard t 
truth, and the abſurdity, as well as maliceo 
the tales they are continually ſpreading amony 
us, in order to ſtir up our jealouſies, is ſo ei 
dent to thoſe who examine them with caln$ 
| neſs, that one would wonder how it ſhoul 
be poſſible, for any man of underſtanding, ani 
integrity, to be impoſed upon by them. 

 Tavs, if an alteration in the manner 0 
collecting a part of the public revenue, 
propoſed in parliament ; tho' it be, by man 
of the beſt judges, thought both wiſe, an 
equitable, and in other inſtances found to! 
ſo, tis preſently loaded with a deſign to en 
ſlave the nation: If a negociation be entete 
into in order to prevent a bloody and. 
penſive war, it isat once, and even before 
comes to any maturity, repreſented as tl 
effect of weakneſs and puſilanimity, or 3 


dired 


—. 


5 | 
exemplified, and reproved. 43 
direct deſign to ſacrifice our commerce, and 
dur honour, to the moſt contemptible of our 
enemies. Tho' it is apparent that the vio- 
ation of that very Convention, which has 
teen ſo radely handled by theſe men, has, 
xery happily for us, removed every ſhadow 
of an objection, to the Juſtice of the war in 
which we are engaged. In this manner has 
ur government been treated, for not ruſhing 
into a war, Without the caution which ſo im- 
portant an affair required: and tho' now it is 
entered into, and purſued with all the vigour, 
that our ſituation will admit of; yet the ſame 
fprit ſtill continues: by which it will, moſt 


eidently, appear to a cool obſerver, that, 


whatever theſe men pretend, their hearts are 
dot really ſo much ſet againſt the public mea- 
ſures, as againſt the perſons who conduct 
them, For if, in the courſe of the war, our 
enemies ſhips eſcape by the favour of the 
night; of fogs, or winds, or a wide ſea, the 
adminiſtration muſt bear the blame; not to 
how our brave ſea-officers have been uſed 
n theſe occaſions, If any of their forts are 
attacked and conquered, leſt thoſe who hold 
e helm ſhould have any ſhare in the ho- 
our, it is repreſented as acting without or- 
lers, Nay, if the winds of heaven delay a 
ſell-concerted expedition, no regard, it ſeems, 
to be paid to divine influence herein, but 
ur governors here below, inſtead of our ſins, 


uſt anſwer for it: or if the ſeaſons prove 


fruitful, and a ſcarcity enſues; inſtead of 
| F 2 being 
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44 Mational Ingratitude 
being humbled” under the national crimg 
which provoke God to deal thus with u; 
we are taught, like Mael of old; to murmy; 
againſt our rulers. So that one can hardly 
tell which to wonder at moſt, the wicked. 
neſs of thoſe who raiſe and foment theſe un. 
reaſonable clamours, or the folly of ſuch why 
believe, and propagate them. For, after al 
this outcry, and theſe laborious endeavour, 
to ſtir up the jealouſies of the people, and to 
provoke them even to rebellion itſelf, if you 
alk theſe righteous patriots, what has been 
done, that ſhould give them occaſion to raik 
and toment ſuch an unnatural ſpirit amony 
us; what can they ſay? when they ſpeak 
plainly, what do they ſay; but that our troop 
are increaſed in time of war; his majeſty 
and his parliament agree; the adminiſtratio 
of public affairs has remained in the ſam 
hands for above twenty years; and, whicl 
too evidently lies at the bottom of all, tht 
government is ſo blind, as not'to ſee the rea 
ſonableneſs of taking them into its fervice 
who have ſhewn ſo good a diſpoſition to ove! 
throw it; and continues ſo reſolute, as no 
to ſuffer itſelf to be frightened into ſuch 
prepoſterous ' meaſure as this? Nor is it un 
common for theſe men, when they are drive 
hard, to affront the underſtandings of thel 
fellow-ſubjects ſo far, as to argue for the rea 
ſonableneſs of the diſſatisfaction, becauſe 
is ſo much ſpread: when, in their conſc 
ences, they know, that the-only true we: 
whic 


* 


* 


exemplified, and reproved. 45 
nes which can be given for it, is to be drawn 
i: WW from their malicious and united labours to 
foment it. | 

THERE is alſo another notion, which has 
been of late much propagated among us, and 
that is, that ſome oppoſition ought to be en- 
couraged, even to a good adminiſtration, as 
the moſt effectual means to preſerve it from 
corruption. How far indeed this maxim is 
to be juſtified by the rules of policy, it is not 
my province to determine; no, nor how far 
divine providence may be pleaſed to over- 
rule wicked actions, fo as to bring about 
good ends: but I am ſure, that to oppoſe 

that which is right, for fear of that which is 

wrong, or to do evil that good may come, are 
principles which will not eaſily be reconciled 
with the rules of true reaſon, or the laws of 
juſtice, humanity, and religion. And, after 
all the clamour that has been made about 
the increaſe of the national expenee at home, 
and the ill treatment we have met with from 
ſome powers abroad, it would be no difficult 
matter to make it appear, that theſe, as well 
as many other public inconveniences, which 
we labour under, are the natural product of 
this boaſted oppoſprron, | 

THEIR endeavours have been carried on 
with ſo much induſtry as may, in ſome 
meaſure, account for the impoſition which 
has paſſed on the minds of many well-mean- 
ing people, who have not had the happineſs 
to be bred up in principles of true liberty. 

| But 


7- 
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But it is equally to be admired, and lamented, 
that any of the proteſtant diſſenters ſhould be 
captivated by their diſſimulation. 

I x xo w when diſaffection is become 
faſhionable, it 1s very difficult to convince 
men of a miſtake, into which ſuch numbers 
have run before them. But for once, and in 
a matter of ' ſuch importance to the public 
peace, to the intereſt and honour of the na- 
tion abroad, and to the ſecurity of our reli- 
gion, and the continuance of our liberties at 
home, to our own welfare, and that of our 
poſterity, let us ſit down a moment, and aſk 
our own conſciences, what it is we feel, that 
ſhould occaſion our uneaſineſs? And if ex- 

rience teſtifies, that no time can be point- 
ed out in all the Ergh hiſtory, nor per- 
haps in that of any other nation, wherein 
liberty wes enjoyed in a more ample manner ; 
let us then be aſhamed of this wicked oppo- 
fition, Let us remember, that it was equally 
the glory of our fore-fathers, to contend for 
the liberties of their country, when they 
were really in danger, at the hazard of their 
lives ; and peaceably, and thankfully to im- 
prove thoſe liberties, when they enjoyed them. 
And no doubt their ſighs and tears would 
have been turned into ſongs of joy, and their 
prayers into thankſgivings, had they lived to 
partake of the plentiful bleſſings, of that kind, 
which we inherit, as the fruit of their ſuffer- 
ings. God forbid that we ſhould loſe theſe 

ineſtimable privileges by our ingratitude to 
| heaven, 


9 yon @ 


exemplified, and reproved. 47 
heaven, or by taking any part in that barba- 


rity with which the inſtruments of our ha 
pineſs are treated ; or that ever we ſhould be 


left to. ſo fatal a credulity, as to venture our- 


ſelves into the hands off thoſe men, who, 
notwithſtanding all their ſpecious pretences to 


ſerve a preſent turn, have always taught us, 


when they have had it in their power, that 
their tender mercies are cruelties. 

As the nation is already engaged in a war 
with one power, and we know. not how 
ſoon the quarrel may be more extenſive ; let 
us be convinced, that the true way to be- 
come formidable to our enemies, is to be 


watchful againſt thoſe ſnares which are laid 


to draw off our hearts from his majeſty's 
perſon and government, and to divide the 


hearty friends of liberty among themſelves : 
and let us be affured, that nothing can ſo 


effectually ſecure the divine protection in our 


favour, as to be thankful for the privileges 


we enjoy; and to improve them to the glory 
of God, and the peace of our country. 

Gop has been warning us by awful provi- 
dences: as we have trifled with a plenty of 


good things, he has threatned us with a ſcar- 


city of bread; and while too many among us 
have been ſporting with the winds, he has 
ſhewn us, by a ſudden ſtorm, how ſoon he 
could have daſhed our boaſted armaments to 
pieces, on the ſhores of our enemies. But, 
notwithſtanding our unworthineſs, he till 
waits to be gracious, It is our mercy that 

| there 
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48 Mational Ingratitude, &c. 
there are ſome left among us who ſee the 
general infatuation, and lament it: if it 
ſhould yet encreaſe upon us, and become 
properly national, nothing ſhort of national 
calamity may be then expected, indeed. 

WIInATEVER others do, let us thank God 
for the happineſs we enjoy; and do what lies 
in our power, in our ſeveral ſtations, to pro- 
mote loyalty to his majeſty; to ſtrengthen 
the hands of that wiſe and gentle admini- 
ſtration, under which we live; to undeceive 
our miſguided fellow-ſubje&ts; and, above 
all, to improve our liberties and privileges, 
and the follies of thoſe' who are not ſenſible 
of them, to the moſt valuable ends of true 
religion, 
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IS AIAH XXVII. 8. 


— The liberal deviſeth liberal 
things, and by liberal things ſhall 
be and. 


* 


HOSE who are acquainted with 
the character of our honoured 
friend deceaſed, will ſee no im- 
propriety in the choice of theſe 
words, for the ſub ject of my diſcourſe, on 
this mournful occaſion. But when I ac- 
quaint you, that I am to ſpeak from them 
by his expreſs direction, it may be fit for 
me to add, that, in his laſt will and teſta- 
ment, he humbly deſires, that no one will 
impute this to anyAnclination of his to gain 
the applauſe of men; for © how,” ſays he, 
can that. profit me when in the grave?” But, 
a his own practice was founded on an early 
faith in the promiſe contained in this text; 
ſo the only deſign he had in view, as he 
there declares, was to promote Chriſtian 
lberality, and eſpecially to recommend a 
chearful improvement in this uſeful diſpo- 
ltion of mind, to his family, and friends; 
that they might not only be very ſerviceable 

os os in 


4 DA SERMON at the Funeral 


in their generation, but might themſelye 
partake largely of the fame pleaſure, which 
he, thro' the divine goodneſs, enjoy d, not 
only thro' a long courſe of years, but when 
arrived on the borders of the grave. Ty» 
which he further adds, for their encourage. 
ment, that he was well ſatisfied, that God 
had reftored to him fourfold in this life, in 
return for all that he had laid out for the 
good of others, and to promote the caſe 
and intereſt of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the 
world. 5 - 
Gop grant that his example when living, 
and this his dying teſtimony, may have a 
er effect on all our minds, to ſtir up in 
us a ſpirit and temper, ſo well becoming our 
holy profeſſion, ſo traly beneficial to man- 
kind, and which will, ſooner or later, prove 
ſo much to our own advantage! 
Bur you will attend to the words of the 
text, not only as breathing the long expe- 
rience, and the affectionate and dying advice 
of your deceas'd friend,” but as containing 
the infallible obſervation of an inſpired pro- 
phet ; and as coming recommended to your 
conſideration and practice, by no leſs au- 
thority, than that of the Spirit of God 
himſelf. | 
Tux prophecy contained in this chapter, 
is generally thought to have been written 
under the wicked reign of Ahaz king of 
FJudab; and the verſes preceeding the text, 
pretty evidently, point out the happy te- 
5 FTF. 


of Mr. SauuzL Buck. 5 


ſormation of the abuſes of his government, 
which was begun and carried on, under the 
influence of the excellent prince that ſuc- 
ceeded him. 

Tais ſeems to be the primary deſign of 
the prophet: but it is judged by the beſt in- 
terpreters that, according to his evangelical 
manner, he intends to lead our views to the 
more bleſſed times of the goſpel; and to 
that ſpiritual light and liberty which was to 
e introduced by our bleſſed Saviour, of 


bo it night be truly foretold of the admi- 


ration of this king, when compared with 
1 that of moſt of his predeceſſors, that he 
r WY ſhould reign in 11g hteouſne/s, and his princes 
- WY ſhould rule in judgment; yet it is eaſy to 
e WY perceive, how much more eminently theſe 
Vords deſcribe the character of the king of 
ge kints, and that ſpiritual government he has 
- fnce ſet up in his church; and how much 
* more fully they will be yet accompliſhed, in 


the kingdom of his glory. If Hezekiab, in 
the exerciſe of religious fortitude, and by 


ictory over the enemies of his country, and 
the juſtice and lenity of his government, 
was the refuge and ſecurity of his —_— 
er, WW from the cruelty of oppreſſors, and the vio- 


ten Wi ence of wicked men; with how much more 


ol Wpropriety, may it be ſaid of the great Savi- 
xt, our of the church, as in the context, that 
oy he 
ion a Ver. 1. 


hom Hezekiah was ſo eminent a type. For 


faith and prayer, obtained ſo miratulous a 


— 
* 


2 . D * J 


" Co er mon Dn 
$ - I IS 2 * D 
A - AYe<s Dn 7 


1 + 


ß 


—— 


5 T 
AA 


9 
4 
0 0 
1 
* 
07 
bo. 
8 4 * 
I 
9 
1 
LY - 
8 
1 
St | 
AF 
ms 
* 
1 
8 
Tl vp 
- 4 \ 
=, 
4 * 
i 
WM 
by 


rr 7 * 3 C , 
AW l 5 * . one By 
me Fax! 1 9 — 2 1 

P Fa ws A A HE 2 2 p i 


r 


99 
» Gf * 4 
p - 22 — 4 4 7 0 


= > = = - 
22 2 — — 


— — — 2 — 
— — — 


-, _ ——— + IP 7 
4 XS E 
CS —_— 


Wr "OY 
IE. = 


= —— 
——_— . mg - 2220-34 — — I. 3 >. — * 
- - —— — — — =_ — — — _ — — — S — RY - . 
— = 5 I. ——— tb ECTS — W — B — — —— a — 
1 FRA — = - - —— | s < A, bs — — ES 
- — RN — _ _ —— 8—— — * = * - — 0x — 
2 1 W - = — —— 8 * — — 1 tt A i 0 - y—_ 
* * N a 1 1 = _— : 2 4 — 2 * — _ o- 1 22 7 « — 2 Canoe IE = 2 a 2 5 =D — 8 — * 1 
a 4 — = — 9 4 5 * — DS 4 — 2 %, - — 
PS \ a —_— FY —_— \ —_— - _ = _ — = -—— VE 3% ASS — — — 8 =”, 8 my tt SP TIC q == — Dl Ss BY oy 2 1 
A —5 2 — = +. vi . _ * . l TY - - * oo Cr oo RS ch . — : j 6 3 — —-— 2 > = ——- 1 — ers 2 
: — * — ts an. = - 5 f 2 — — » * s 42 r — 3 2 ke E N "IP. = g r 
e : 0 — : — ſpat — * * - = l 7 nts — —— OE . —-_\ = = < > vi 
1 — ——— —ͤ —- ——— w_— — — == — - > d — : ——— Y eZ LES 3-5 WE — = Pr 
- — — . r . — — 3 — —— , l 
4 4 : * ä 5 r x G 5 - -_ 
— — - — 2 - —% = _ — 


r 
— Ss 
* 2 — " =© 
* — 2 2 
a 3 
a — 2 2 


EE l 


ing which he ſpake, the eyes of them that ſee 
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_ confounded right and wrong, and call'd ei 
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he is as an hiding-place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempeſt : as rivers of water; 
in a dry place, and as the ſhadow of a great 
rock in a weary land. To which the pro- 
phet adds, that, in the happy days concern- 


ſhould not be dim; and the ears of them that 
hear, ſhou'd hearken : that the heart alſo of 
the raſh ſhould underſiand knowledge, and 
the tongue of the ſtammerers ſhould be ready 
to ſpeak plainly ©, And, however this part 
of the prophecy might be in ſome ſort ful. 
filled, in the days of the king of Judab, 
by the influence of his government, his 
counſels and example, and by the awaken- 
10g miniſtry of the Levites of thoſe times; 
yet it will be no difficulty for you to obſerve, 
how much more compleatly it hath been ac- 
compliſhed under the diſpenſation of the gol- 
pel; wherein, the eyes of the blind have been 
opened, the ears of the deaf have been un- 
ſtopped ©, the hearts of the ere have been 
turned to the wiſdom of the juſt e, and the lips 
of babes and ſucklings have been taught to 
ling the pra:ſes of redeeming love f. It was, 
it ſeems, one of the ſad circumſtances of 
the diſſolute times, in which 7aiab publiſh'd 
this prophecy, that both princes and people 


good, and good evil, But he tells us that, in 
the happy days which he was pointing * 
| | the 


Ver. 2. Ver. 3, 4. 4 Ch. xxxv. 5, 6. Matt. xi. 5: 
Luke i. 17. * Matt, xxi. 16. | 
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the vile perſon, the baſe and worthleſs man 
ſhou'd be no more called liberal, or be e- 
ſteemed worthy of honour, as it might be 
rendered *; nor the churl, the ſordid and cove- 
tous perſon, be ſaid to be bountiful”: or, what 
ever he poſſeſſes, be eſteemed truly rich and 
great, for ſo the original word ſignifies *. 
AND this leads the prophet more particu- 


| lacly to deſcribe theſe two very different cha- 
raters; which he does in the moſt ſtrong, | 
| and lively terms imaginable. He repreſents © 
be former in the hypocriſy of his heart, the 
falſhood and profaneſs of his tongue, and 


the fraud, oppreflion, and cruelty of his 
practice. For the vile perſon, ſays he, will 


* 


frak villany, and his heart will work iniquity 
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al He is fo far from coveting the goods of 
other men, that the greateſt pleaſure his 
15 i own ſubſtance affords him, is what he 
enjoys in the diſtribution of it, for the 
= : « reluct 
n. e ver. 5. . Ver. 6, 7. 


b tractiſe hypocriſy, and to utter error againſt 

, the Lord, to make empty the foul of the hungry, 

. and he will cauſe the drink of the thirſty to 

I. De inſtruments alſo of the churl are 

* ev: he deviſeth wicked devices to deſtroy the 

mM Fl with hing words, even when the needy | 

WY Healeth right. And then he gives us the 4 

| „opoſite character, that of he liberal man, ; 

n the text, where, in a few words, and with . 

„ elegancy that cannot be enough admired, {0 

We he repreſents his temper, his conduct, and " 

* bis reward. But the liberal deviſeth liberal i 

1 3 lings, and by liberal things ſhall he ſtand. þ 
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« relief of thoſe who are in want: and in- 
« ſtead of deſigning evil, and plotting miſ. 


« chief againſt his neighbour, he employz a 
& all the wiſdom God has given him, to : 
* gontrive how he ſhall do him good: hi : 
& hands moſt readily execute theſe bounti. Ml © 
ful purpoſes of his heart; and providence 
& takes care that he ſhall not loſe hi; 
e reward; for, by liberal things he ſhall 
« fand.“ 
In the further conſideration of which : 
words, I ſhall, ; 
I. ENDEAvoUR to ſtate the true notion of i 
liberality, and ſhew you when a perſon , 
may properly deſerve the character of 4 
a liberal man. . 
II. 1 HALL more particularly conſider 5 
that part of his character, which is te- n 


commended in the text, viz. that l 
deviſeth liberal things. 
III. I sHALL give you ſome account of M 7 
the gracious and ſuitable reward which, 
will attend him, by liberal things foal Wl 
he ſtand. And in the 


IV. Axp laſt place, I ſhall attempt ſome A 
Proper application of theſe things; and nd; 
that, in a ſpecial manner, to the ſo- tha 
lemnity of this occaſion, rf 
hegl 


I. Tux, I wou'd endeavonr to give you 
the true notion of liberality; and ſhew yon 
when a perſon may properly deſerve the cht- 
racter of a liberal man. And, HERE 


of Mr. Samuzr Buzc. 9 
HRE it muſt be firſt of all obſerved, 
that true Iiberality by no means intends pro- 
fuſeneſs, or a waſtful thoughtleſs ſcattering 
of our ſubſtance, without judgment or oeco- 
nomy : no it is eaſy to ſee, that ſuch a 
wanton laviſh temper of mind as this, muſt 
be either the product of unmanly indolence, 
or of a proud and vain heart: it carries in 
it an evident contempt of the bounties of 
providence, is a ſinful abuſe of our ſteward- 
ſhip, and not only renders great part of our 
liſtribution uſeleſs, but, very often, hurtful 
to thoſe who partake of it. This is very 


| lgreeable with the wiſe and prudent, as 
| well as generous diſpoſition which religion 
"WE :commends : and the giver has, in this caſe, 
WH little right to lay hold on the many pro- 
"WW bites, which are annexed to true charity in 
, the word of Gop, that providence very often 
permits his waſtful folly to iſſue in want and 
F viigrace, even in this life. For the wiſeman 
n 19 5 as well be that giveth to the rich, as he 
| laat oppreſſeth the poor, Hall ſurely come to 
rant. 
ne EITHER is it conſiſtent with the ac- 
nal unt the ſcriptures give us of /iberalify, nor 


Indeed with the laws of nature and reaſon, 
lat a man ſhou'd abound in acts of gene- 
folity to more remote objects, while he 
epledts thoſe under his ſpecial care, Thus 
=O Lord condemns the Phariſees, as making 
2 le commandment of God of none effect, while 
B vey 


you | 
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\p Prov. xxii. 16, 
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they encouraged the people to caſt that into 
the public treaſury, which ſhould have been 
employ'd for the ſupport of their decay'd 
parents k. And, when the apoſtle Paul checks 
the miſtaken charity of ſome of the primi- 
tive chriſtians, he obſerves, that if any of 
them were diſpoſed to devote themſelves and 
their eſtates to the ſervice of the public ; be- 
fore they did ſo, they ſhould confider whe. 
ther they had taken a due care of their own 
fleſh and blood: and if, ſays he, they haue 
children or nephews, let them learn firſt to ſhew 
prety at home, and to requite their parents; fo 
that is good and acceptable before God!: to 
which he farther adds, that zf any man pro- 
vide not for his own, and eſpecially for thi 
of his own houſe, be bath denied the faith, 
and is worſe than an infidel®, And this 
holds good with reſpe& to our ſpiritual, as 
well as our natural relations; for tho the 
ſame apoſtle encourages the Galatians, tobe 

as extenſive as poſſible in their charity, and, 
as they might have opportunity, to do gu 
unto all men; yet he charges them eſpecial 
to ſhew their regard to them who were of te ur 
houſhold of” faith n. for 
Bur it is moſt of all inconſiſtent with the ab 
liberality recommended in the word of God, 
that we ſhould give that to others, which b 
not our own; or diſtribute among the pool, 


that which ſhould pay our juſt debts. This 
| 1 


2 082 = — — — rs fa © mw. 


- WS — 


& Matt. xv. 3—6 11 Tim. v. 4. m Ver, 6 feſſ 
n Gal. vi. 10. 
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is ſo far from deſerving the name of charity, 
that it is one of the worſt kinds of injuſtice : _ 
it is bringing robbery for a burnt-offering; 
which inſtead of being an. acceptable facri- 
fice in the fight of God, is repreſented in 
ſcripture with peculiar marks of his abhor- 
ace”. | 

Tur original word which is render'd, 
liberal, in the text, is of large import, and 
z ſometimes uſed to ſignify a perſon of great 
wealth; ſometimes a man of dignity and 
| honour; and at other times one of true 
piety, and religion, Thus as under the op- 
polite character, that of a w/e and ſordid 
ferſon, the prophet intends a covetous man; 
and, however, ſome who talk much of reli- 
gion, may colour over this vice, he repre- 
ſents it as comprehenſive of all kinds of 
inquity, and intimates that covetouſneſs. and 
wickedneſs are ſynonimous terms: ſo on the 
other hand, a truly bountiful man, in his 
account, is a man, in ſome good degree, 
poſſeſs d of every other virtue. Or we may 
underſtand by it, that neither family nor 
fortune can, of themſelves, ſet a perſon much 
above his fellow creatures; but that it is the 
generoſity of the mind which truly elevates a 
man, and renders him worthy of honour ; 
and that he only can be properly ſaid to be 
ich, who is ſo in good works?. Nay farther, 
that after all the ſplendor of an high pro- 
feſſion of virtue, and indeed of godlineſs 

| "PW 0 itſelf, 

* Iſa. Ixi. 8, P 1 Tim, vi, 18. 
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itſelf, he only can deſerve the character of 
a truly virtuous and religious man, who dif. 
covers a diſpoſition of foul, in ſome mea. 
ſure, equal to the eſtate providence has com- 
mitted to his management; and he only can 
be allowed truly to enjoy it. The wiſeman 
ſays, the liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat, and 
he that watereth, ſhall be watered alſo hin- 
ſelf. I think the liberal foul might be 
ſtrictly rendered, the ſoul of bleſſing *: * he 
* who 1s not only bleſsd with a plenty of 
* good things, but has a heart to make fuch 
* an uſe of them, that they may become 
&« bleſſings to other men; for this alſo is the 
e gift of God": he who has a ſoul diſpoſed 
to kindneſs and benevolence, and whoſe 
hands are never fo agreeably employ'd, a3 
te when they are pouring bleſſings into the 
* boſoms of his fellow creatures. Of ſuch 
men it may be truly ſaid, that they arc 
* bleſſed in themſelves, and they are the 
e ble{/ings of heaven on the reſt of man- 
** kind.“ But to conſider this character 
myo particularly, 

By a liberal man then, we are to un- 
Jerſtand a man of a kind, compaſſionate, 
benevolent diſpoſition: one who obſerves, 
with admiration and delight, that profuſion 
of bounty, with which the great creator 7 
the world bleſſes the works of his hands; 
truly thankful for the ſhare he enjoys of it; 
and as he ſees his beavenly father makes 60 

in 


Prov. xi. 25, "==5m2 way * Eccleſ. v. 19. 
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ſun 10 riſe on the evil and on the good, and 


imitate it, He wiſhes well to all mankind ; 
he rejoices in the proſperity of his fellow 
creatures, and beholds all the miſeries of hu- 
man nature with great pity and tenderneſs 
of heart; nor can an object of diſtrels pre- 
ent itſelf to his view, without giving his 
bowels ſome emotion, One principal mo- 
tre to his induſtry in buſineſs, and that 


large his eſtate, is that his ability to do 


the opportunities that afford him ſo refined 
a pleaſure as that of relieving the diſtreſſed: 
nor is this the caſe only by fits and ſtarts, 
o on ſome extraordinary occaſions, and 
when his compaſſions are ſuddenly awaken- 
ed; but it is the ſettled temper and diſpo- 
lition of his mind. A covetous man him- 
{lf may be ſometimes overcome, and melted 
down for a few moments, by a very mo- 
ing object: and, perhaps, from a weakneſs 
of nature, rather than any thing elſe, an 
ulctul action may be extorted from him. 


on Put Iiberality cannot properly enter into a 
of man's character, without it be wrought into 


is Wl s very temper, and is become the habit of 


it; k foul. He not only does generous actions, 


liehen he has opportunity, but his heart is 
: much 
i Matt, v. 45. 


ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt *, 
Jo he is charmed with the divine pattern, 
and labours, according to his meaſure, to 


which makes him moſt of all deſire to en- 


good may be alſo enlarged. He rejoices at 
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much employed in a conſideration of the 
wants and miſeries of others, and it is hi 
daily ſtudy how he ſhall relieve them. Thus 
he confidereth the poor * : and as a covetous 
perſon is repreſented frequently in ſcripture 
by one who has an evil eye; © one who 


* looks on riches, and even thoſe of other 


« men, with a greedy inclination ; one who 
5 beholds the ſucceſſes of his neighbour with 
e envy, and can ſee his miſeries without 
* compaſſion ;” ſo the liberal man is faid 
to have a bountiful eye”. © He views the 
ce proſperity of his neighbour with delight, 
© nor can his eye behold an object in di- 
< ſtreſs, without awakening the compaſſion; 
of his heart.” And this is the abiding 
frame of his mind. Thus the royal prophet 
repreſents him, as one who 7s ever merciful 


and lendeth *; and the apoſtle Paul informs 


us, that chriſtianity requires our conſtant im- 
provement in this bleſſed diſpoſition, and that 
without wearineſs: for in due ſeaſon, he ſays, 
we ſhall reap : tho' at the ſame time we mult 
remember, that this promiſe only takes place 
F we faint not?, But, 
2. Hz muſt, moreover, not only have 
this tenderneſs of temper, but his benevo- 
lence muſt, according to his ability, be put 
in practice. It will not be ſufficient to de- 
nominate him a liberal man, — 1 
. | 1and, 


t Pal. xli. 1. v Deut. xv. 9. Prov. XXViit. 22. 


Matt, xx. 15, Y Proy, xxii. 9. . * Pfal, xxxvil. 20 


Gal. vi. 9. 


us 
us 
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hand, as well as his heart, moves on theſe oc- 
cafions. He muſt not only have 4 bountiful 
ge, bat he muſt give his bread to the poor*: 
nor will it be enough, that he wiſhes well 
to others, unleſs he be always ready to do 
them good ; that he ſupplicates the throne 
of mercy for thoſe who are in diſtreſs, un- 
k& he is chearfully willing to relieve them 
himſelf. Tho' when he ſays, be Zhou 
warmed, and be thou filled, he may ſpeak 
the language of his heart; yet, without this 
temper of mind operates with ſtrength e- 
nough to influence his practice, in a regu- 
kr conformity to his charitable profeſſions, 
he will, by no means, deſerve this character : 
but his charity will be like that Faith, which 
the apoſtle James ſpeaks of, that is without 
wrks, and 7s dead being alone. The liberal 
nan has a bountiful ſoul, and his whole 
conduct is under the direction of the law of 
kindneſs. He doth not only ſpare to the 
poor what he is uncapable of enjoying him- 
kf; nor leave the pleaſure of executing his 
charitable deſigns to other hands, when he 
s dead and gone; but he readily denies 
himſelf many gratifications in life, that he 
may be the better able to do his duty in 
this reſpect, and that he may indulge his 
heart in the nobler pleaſure of doing good. 
Nor doth he only do a generous action now 
and then ; but a ſeries of goodneſs and cha- 
nty runs thro the whole tenor of his life. 

| „ 
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Thus, as the apoſtle ſays, he that doth righ. 


teouſneſs, or the doer of righteouſneſs, © hy 
<* that maintains a ſteady courſe of juſtice 
* and uprightneſs, zs r7ghteous ©: ſo he, the 
courſe of whoſe life is employ'd in acts of 
kindneſs and compaſſion, may be truly cl. 
led a liberal man. And then, 

3. His charity is very diffuſive : indeed 
it can bear no limits but ſuch as are pre. 
ſcribed by ſcripture, and found reaſon, The 
ſtranger muſt partake of it, as well as thoſe 
of his own country and kindred. He has 
been taught to do good unto all: and tho 
men differ never ſo widely from him in their 
genius and temper, in their political ſent- 
ments, or even thoſe of religion itſelf; nay, 
tho' by their unfriendly behaviour they have 
deſerved other things at his hands; yet they 
ſhall ſhare in his good will, and if they are 
in want, in his bounty. But, 

4. Anp laſtly, to finiſh the character of 
the truly liberal man, it is neceſſary that his 
diſpoſition and practice ſhou'd be founded n 
religious principles, and be the bleſſed fruit 
of the ſaving work of the Spirit upon his 
heart; that his motives ſhould be of a ſpi- 
ritual nature; and that his conduct ſhou'd 
be conſtantly regulated by the reveal'd will 
of God. EI 


Many perform actions of this ſort merely 
with an expectation of ſome returns in kind, 
from the perſon obliged, or from other men: 
ſome have the honour of their characters, 

| | | and 

F 
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and the applauſe of the world chiefly in 
view: and others there are, who, perhaps, 
have little regard to either of theſe motives, 
and yet, if the principles on which they act 
were thoroughly examin'd, it would appear, 
that being naturally of a tender and com- 
paſſionate make, what they have done of 
this ſort, has been only to pacify that un- 
afineſs which will of courſe ariſe in the 
minds of men of ſuch a conſtitution, at the 
mew of an object in diſtreſs, or, at moſt, 
to filence the demands of a natural con- 
ſcience, But he that is truly liberal, is fo 
on higher and nobler principles than theſe. 
Tenderneſs of mind is in itſelf a very great 
bleſſing ; and I deny not, but that a man 
may reaſonably and lawfully defire to main- 
uin a character, which is ſo well becoming 
human nature, and that holy religion which 
be profeſſes; he may hope a compaſſionate 
and benevolent behaviour will recommend 
him, as it ought to do, to the good opinion 
of other men; he may juſtly expect thoſe 
grateful returns, which ſhould be the natural 
11s product of his bounty; and he may take to 
ji- himſelf the innocent pleaſure that will al- 
d Ways flow from a conſciouſneſs of being ren- 
l (ered uſeful in his generation. But alas theſe 

ate but the low and incidental advantages of 
ly che Jiberality of a chriſtian! The principles 
1d, Nen which his conduct is founded are, as I 
n: aid, of a far more noble and excellent na- 
rs, Jure. He acts from a ſenſe of duty, warm'd 

| C with 


ſpeakable obligations he is under to the fi- 


him with compaſſion and tenderneſs towards 
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with love to the great author of his being, who 
entruſted him with theſe talents, in a great 
meaſure, to this very end; from the dictates 
of love and charity to men ; and, above all, 
from the obligations he finds himſelf under 
to providence, and grace, for every thing he 
enjoys ; but chiefly for that diſtinguiſhing 
goodneſs, which has made him the partaker 
of pardon and peace here, of a new nature, 
together with all the rich ſupplies by which 
it is ſupported; and that great, that perfect 
and unfathomable glory which is to complet 
his ſalvation in the world to come. Thbeſe 
are the powerful motives that ſtir him up to 
every good work. He confiders the un- 


ther of mercies, who looked upon him in 
his loſt and miſerable condition, who re- 
ceiv'd him, tho' a ruin'd prodigal, into hi 
favour, who forgave him all his iniquities, 
and has continued ever ſince to load him with 
loving-kindneſs and goodneſs ; and this fill 


his poor fellow creatures, in all their diſtreſies 
He has the moſt abiding impreſſions of the 
amazing love and pity of a dear redeeme!, 
who has waſh'd him in his blood, cloath'd 
him with righteouſneſs, and given himfell 


to be the food and nouriſhment of his ſoul; 
and from hence he finds himſelf under ths 
molt powerful engagements to feed the hu 
gry, and to cloath the naked, eſpecially 3 


his ſaviour takes theſe things as done to = 
ſe 
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ſelf: he remembers the kind and tender care 
with which the good ſpirit has conſtantly 
watch'd over him, and thoſe gracious con- 
lations with which he has from time to 
time refreſh'd his ſoul ; and from hence he 
is engaged to inſtruct the ignorant and them 
that are out of the way,-and to ſypport and 
comfort the afflicted: in a word, he fre- 
quently ſurveys the many precious promiſes, 
which are left upon record for his en- 
couragement, and by faith looks forward to 
that eternal weight of glory, which is pre- 
fared for the ſaints in light ; and with theſe 
views he is animated to every act of kind- 
nels and charity: theſe are the ſprings that 
expand his heart, and move his bowels with 


compaſſion to the reſt of mankind. He re- 


jices that he can thus prove the ſincerity of 
his /ove and gratitude : for he knows the grace 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that theo he was 
rich, yet for his ſake he became poor that be 
thr his poverty might be made rich; tho 
when he has done all, he freely acknow- 
ledges himſelf to be but an unprofitable ſer- 
vant, 

WHATEVER be his natural complexion, 
if he is liberal in the ſcripture account, it is 
upon ſuch principles as theſe. His temper 
by nature may be tender and generous ; and 
tis might probably be a conſiderable bene- 
fit to others while he - was in an uncon- 
yerted ſtate, tho he could receive but little 

8 2 advantage 
e 2 Cor. vill. 8, 9. | 
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advantage from it himſelf : but now he a&y 
on higher motives, improves this inclination 
of mind to the beſt purpoſes, and partake 
of a nobler pleaſure than ever he did before. 
Or if his natural diſpoſition be more cloſe 
and narrow, yet grace has obtained a victory 
over it: and the evidence this affords him of 
a bleſſed change in his heart gives him a fi- 
tisfaction, that is not eaſily to be expreſs, 
THvus what is done of this kind, which 5; 
acceptable in the fight of the Lord, is that 
which flows ſrom the principles of true re. 
ligion, and the influences of divine grace. 
The Septuagint, and another ancient verſion 
render the character in the text, by that of 
the man of piety and religion. However 
there can be no doubt, but that it is reli 
ious charity which is here intended: that 
liberality which is produced by the opera. 
tion of the ſpirit of God upon the ſoul, that 
love and goodneſs which the apoſtle Paul 
reckons among the fruits of the Spirit *, and 
which he calls 7he work of faith, and labour! 
of love ©. 1 
AND then, as a man of true /iberality ads 
from theſe principles, ſo he regulates hu 
conduct by the revealed will of God. To 
this end he ſearches the divine law, and ex- 
amines the ſacred precepts of the goſpel ; to 
this end he keeps in conſtant view the great, 
the generous, and perfect pattern of ont 
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ſtructed to extend his bounty as wide as poſ- 
ible, and as far as in him lies 20 do good ro 
ah to the ſouls. as well as the bodies of men; 
here he is taught the meaſure, the manner, 


ſe and the proper objects of his charity; where 
y | ſhall ſhew his compaſſion, and where he 
of WH ſhall fix his love; and from hence he learns, 
dot only to carry his friendſhips vaſtly be- 
| yond any thing to be found among the in- 
K ſtructions of the moſt refined moraliſts ; but 
at al 7o do good for evil, and to rejoice in the 


opportunity of ſhewing kindneſs to an enemy. 
Put this leads me, 

IL, More particularly to conſider that 
part of the liberal man's character which is, 
in a ſpecial manner, recommended in the 
text, He deviſeth liberal things. 


hat Ir is commendable to have a readineſs of 
a- {ul to ſuch works as theſe, when they are 
hat WW propoſed and marked out to us by others. 
aul It is well to have a mind eafily impreſs'd 


© vith the condition of the indigent, and wil- 
our WY ling to ſubmit to the dictates of conſcience, 

the importunity of the neceſſitous, and the 
as advice of good men. But the charitable cha- 
his Facter riſes much higher, when we deviſe li- 
To (tro! things ourſelves. It ſuppoſes a heart 
ex- greatly ſet on doing good. Such a man not 
to only uſes his intereſt in the world to bene- 
feat, volent purpoſes, and lays out a good part of 
ont his eſtate for the benefit of the diſtreſs'd ; 
in- but he employs all the other talents God has 
cal beſtowed upon him, to enlarge his uſefulneſs : 


his 
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his invention and contrivance, his judgment 
and prudence, his care and induſtry are all | 
made uſe of to this good end. While other, 

are inſatiably purſuing their own private and | 
narrow intereſts, are ing up early, and ſet. Wi 
ting up late, and eating the bread of wear. il 
neſs, and /orrow*, in order to enlarge their Wi 
eſtates, and to raiſe their families in the 
world ; he 1s employing that wiſdom and 
{kill which God has given him, not only in 
a proper manner to encreaſe his ſubſtance, 
but alſo to lay it out to the beſt advantage, 
for the honour of God, and the welfare of 
others, as well as hoſe of his own houſe. And 
while many are plotting evil againſt their 
neighbours upon their beds*, and contriving 
eoicked things to deflroy the poor“; while their 
hearts deviſe intquity, and their feet are ſuiſt 
in running to miſchief * ; he is * laying out 
ſchemes for the proſperity of religion, the 
good of his country, and the relief of thok 
who are in want; he is contriving how be 
may break the jaws of the opprefior ©, may, 
protect the fatherleſs, and cauſe the wide 
beart to fing for joy". But more partic, 
larly, by devifong liberal things we may ul: 
derſtand, 10 
I. THAT the liberal man wiſely manage y 
his own affairs to this good end. Public uk: 
tulneſs 1s a continual ſpur to his AR W 
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he is active in his calling, that he may have it in 


his power to do good. He takes the apoſtle's 


advice, and labours with great diligence, that 
he may have wherewithal 70 ſupport the weak, 
and to give him that needeth m; and he fol- 
lows his example, whoſe hands miniſtred to 
his own necefſtzes, and to thoſe of others *. 


AnD 'tis with this view alſo, that he con- 


tives how he ſhall manage what he has ob- 
tin d, by the bleſſing of God upon his la- 
bours, with the beſt oeconomy : and wiſely 
ſtudies how to regulate all his expences on 
his own perſon and family, with ſuch a fru- 
rality, as may enable him to be the more 
literal to the poor. Thus the Pſaſmiſt de- 


ſcribes, and commends this conduct, when 


be fays, @ good man ſheweth favour, and 
endeth; and that he may be capable of do- 
ng ſo, he adds, he will guide his affairs with 
aſcretion ®, But, | e 

2. As a liberal man deviſeth how he ſhall 
preſerve and improve his ſubſtance, with a 


ew to enlarge his uſefulneſs ; ſo he employs 


al his wifdom and prudence, in order to diſ- 


pole of his bounty in the beſt manner, and 


to the moſt advantageous purpoſes. He is 
b far from hiding his face from his brother 
who is in want, that he ſearches diligently to 
ind him out: and while the men of the 
world are heaping up their ſtores again/t 
the time to come, and know” of no fatis- 
action above the ſenſual enjoy ments they 

will 
* Fph. iv. 28. Ac x. 33. a cxii. 5. 
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will farniſh them with ; he 1nduſtriouſly 
ſeeks for proper opportunities of laying out 
himſelf, and his ſubſtance for public ſervice; 
and enjoys much more pleaſure when he 
finds them. Many acts of bounty loſe 
a good part of their effect, thro' negligence, 
or want of judgment in him that does them, 
But the man of liberality, whoſe heart is 
engaged in this good work, and who ſtudie 
that his generous deſigns may anſwer the 
moſt uſeful. and valuable ends, will not d- 
ſtribute his bounty at random, without mn 
turely conſidering what he is about; but he 
will carefully ſearch out the fitteſt objects of 
his charity, and then prudently adjuſt the 
proportions of it to the gaſes that offer; he 
will contrive the fitteſt ſeaſons for his diftr- 
| butions; and as, in urgent neceſſity, he wil 
not allow himſelf in any delay; fo, wher 
the. nature of the caſe requires it, his pu- 
dence will ſo far check his generous incline 
tions, as to make him give more leiſurely, 
And then he will ſtudy the moſt prop 
manner of doing it too. Sometimes he w. 
find it beſt to do it more openly, that be 
may provoke others to the ſame uſeful wor 
by his example. Public collections were, 1c 
doubt, appointed with this view: and thu 
the apoſtle ſtirs up the charity of the Corm 
thians, by the example of thoſe of Mace 
donia®; and, when there is a proper oc 
ſion for it, he ſhuns not to mention his ” 

| 0 


P 2 Cor, ch. viii. and ix. 
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10 4, But then, at other times, the . 3 
nan will chuſe to diſtribute his bounty more 
ſecretly : and, indeed, if no good end can 


be anſwered by the other way, he will al- 
: ways chuſe not to let his left hand know what 
is ng band doth", He will alſo in other 
' WY reſpects deviſe how to give, in ſuch a man- 


ner, that the way of doing it may add to 
the gift itſelf, Sometimes he will find it 
moſt expedient that it ſhould paſs thro' his 
own hand, and ſometimes thro' that of ano- 
ther, Thus he will make it his ſtudy, that 
his charity may beſt anſwer the great ends 
he has in view ; that God may be glorified, 
tue religion may be recommended, and it 
may be of the moſt real advantage to the 
receiver. And then he will watch over his 
own ſpirit, that what he does of this ſort, 
my be in ſuch a temper of mind, that 
while he is doing good to others, he may 
dot injure himſelf, 
NEITHER will his /zberal ſpirit only ap- 
pear in the perſonal favours he beſtows; but 
be will lay himſelf out in the ſervice of 
ery community to which he ſtands re- 
ated, and will labour what in him lies to 
romote the true peace and welfare of the 
role world. Nor will his thoughts, and 
nefaCtions, be confined to the liberal things 
time only; but he will be frequently de- 
ng and promoting ſuch as may be of ever- 
ſting advantage to mankind : and his in- 
's ng fluence, 
'r Cor. ix, 2 Thef. iii. 8. Matt. vi. 3. 
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fluence, as far as it reaches, will be em. 
ployed for the ſpreading of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and the encouragement of the pub. 
liſhers of it; for the converſion and ſalva. 
tion of poor finners, and the comfort and 
proſperity of the church of God. Thus he 
that has a truly liberal ſpirit, will lay out 
himſelf in every uſeful ſervice, both to God 

and man. And, 0 e 
2. He will alſo call in all proper aſſiſ. 
ance in this good work. The word that i 
rendered to deviſe in the text, ſignifies alf 
to conſult". So that he will not only con 
trive in his own mind, and adviſe with his 
own heart, but he will conſult about thelz 
things with ſuch of his pious friends as hare 
generous ſouls, and good judgments. While 
others diligently cultivate an acquaintand 
with thoſe, who are beſt {kill'd in the an 
of gain, and by whoſe converſation the 
may moſt improve themſelves in the myſie 
ries of trade, and commerce; he will coun 
>" himſelf happy, when he can meet with 
friend, by whoſe prudent counſel, he m 
be affiſted in the works of benevolence an 
charity. Nor will he reſt in the advice 
wiſe and good men, but he will daily 
ſult the oracles of God to this purpole, al 
they will be his counſellbrs w. The d 
rections there given, as I have already d 
ſerved, will be the ſteady rules of his co 
duct, and the promiſes there recorded, 
MY continual 
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m- continually animate him in the purſuit of 
of Ml theſe his pious, and uſeful deſigns. With 
1b- WH what holy diligence does he traverſe the ac- 
va- count that is tranſmitted to us, of the gene- 
nd rous and friendly behaviour of the moſt 
he eminent patriarchs, under the old teſtament ; 
out WM and the ſtill greater improvement of this 
; temper of mind in the conduct of the apo- 
ſtles, and primitive Chriſtians under the 
new ; and moſt of all that aſtoniſhing ex- 
ample of compaſſion and goodneſs, which 
our bleſſed Saviour has ſet before us? He 
reads theſe parts of ſcripture, not only to 
delight himſelf with the lively repreſentation 
of ſo much tenderneſs and charity; but that 
he may be more and more transformed into 
the ſame bleſſed diſpoſition, and be directed 
in what manner he ſhould ſpread his own 
bounty, by ſuch excellent examples. And to 
all this he will add his conſtant and lively 
addrefles to heaven, that his heart may be 
opened to every good work, and he will 
conſult the father of mercies how he may do 
all theſe things to the beſt advantage. Again, 
4. He is not ſatisfied with the enlarge- 
ment of his own heart, and the improve- 
ment of his own eſtate, to theſe good pur- 
„ a poles: but the liberal man contrives how he 
e ON ſhall diffuſe, and promote the ſpirit of /ibe- 
5 00 r74/ty, His intereſt in other men, his con- 
s CON verſation with them, and the pattern he 
|, Vi ets before them are all improved to this 
nua valuable end. His chief deſire of being ac- 
quainted with the rich: is with this view, 

'D 2 and 


23 ASERRMON at the Funeral 


and not content with the narrow limits of his 
own fortune to theſe purpoſes, or, indeed, 
with the private good in which he may en- 
gage his friends; his large heart is often pro- 
jecting great and public deſigns: and inſtead 
of carping at the charitable ſchemes of other 
men, he gives them all the chearful encoy. 
ragement his circumſtances will permit him; 
and adds his wiſhes and his prayers that they 
may be daily improved, and rendered more 
extenſively beneficial ; and that the fame 
ſpirit may every where prevail. | 

Thus the liberal man deviſeth liberal thing, 
This principle provokes his induſtry, and re- 

lates his expences with frugality ; he 28 
diligently ſearches out the poor, as others do 
the rich ; he employs his thoughts, his pru- 
dence, his intereſt in other men, and his 
converſation with them, his labours and his 
prayers, to promote, and encourage every 
good and charitable deſign. And I may} 
add to this, 

5. Apo laſtly, that he perſiſts, and con- 
tinues in this courſe. Others are often ſur- 
prized into things of this kind, and after- 
wards repent, perhaps, of the beſt things 
they ever did. A ſmall alteration in their 
aftairs will alter the temper of their minds; 
and, it may be, a ſingle act of ingratitude, 
from one whom they have relieved, ſhall 
ſhut up their bowels againſt almoſt all other 
objects of compaſſion : but the liberal man 


perſeveres in the good courſe in which - 
1 : at 
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ft out: the hand of the ſpirit having begun 


c this good work upon his heart, it is carried 
-b with power; and as he improves in other 
> Wl graces, ſo he does in this alſo; and, in pro- 
d portion to his abilities, ſhews the growing 
er WT readineſs and pleaſure of his ſoul, in ſuch 
L elightful ſervice. In this ſenſe, ſome: good 
1; WJ interpreters read the latter clauſe of the words, 
/ /iberal things ſhall he fland : © in them 
re « he ſhall continue, and improve *:” agree- 
nc able with that paſſage in the Palms, -- He hath 

diſperſed, he hath given to the poor; his righ- 
. 101/ne/s endureth for ever v. Thus the apoſtle 
<- WH commends the Theſſalonians, that their faith 
ew exceedingly, and their charity abounded 
do ward each other * : and he exhorts the Ga- 
u- [tions not to be weary in well doing: for in 
his % ſeaſon they ſhould reap, if they did not 
his Hint:. This is indeed the temper of his 
ry mind: other men may do ſome liberal things, 


ay but he is, by the grace of God, a man of 

erality; and he continues, thro' all the 
n- changes of life, and all the difficulties he 
or- WW meets with, both in his own affairs, and 
er· ¶ from the ungrateful treatment of thoſe whom 
nos be has relieved, to maintain this character. 
cit Wi Nay, tho' he is reduced to ſuch circum- 
ds; tances as to have nothing to give, yet his 


de, ppirit and diſpoſition is ſtill the ſame; and 


hall therefore he juſtly deſerves the ſame cha- 
ther I nacter; he is ſo regarded by God himſelf, 


who 


Vid. Calvin. in loc, 7 Pfal. cxii. 9. 2 Theſ. i. 3. | 
fat MW Gal. vi. 9. 2 Cor. viii. 12, | 
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who accepts of a willing mind according h 


mind. But, I think, the laſt clauſe of thei 


ceed, therefore, from thence, 


that he ſhall aſcend to honour ; which all ſig- 


traction, this charitable ſpirit will mot 
er naturally raiſe his reputation; and what 


* poſition and behaviour will give a greatel 


“ luſtre to his character, than the large! 
eſtate 


what a man hath, and not according to why 
he hath not; and he ought to be ſo u. 
garded by all good men. His friendly wiſhe, 
his prayers, his counſels, and the dilipent 
and prudent improvement of his intereſt in 
other men, will {till ſhew the temper of his 


words ſhould be rather underſtood in the 
ſenſe our tranſlators have given us. I pro. 


III. To give you ſome account of that 
ſuitable, and gracious reward which hall a. 
tend the liberal man. By liberal things ſul 
be fland. Some render it, he fhall ariſ, 
ſome that he ſhall be lifted up, and other 


nify much the ſame, or as if it had been 
faid, © whatever be his original and en 


ever be the afflictions into which he ma 
* fink for a time, yet, ſooner or later, the 
* fruits of his liberal heart ſhall be bled 
“ to his advantage.” 
Tax RF ate others who chuſe to tranſlate 
it, be ſhall ſhine; as much as if the pro 
phet had ſaid, how obſcure ſoever he is 


* prcſent, or may deſire to be, his generoll ' 
* heart and bountiful hand will diſcovel tl 
* him; and this humane and charitable dil al 
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« eſtate, the moſt ſplendid equipage, the 
6 greateſt fund of knowledge, or any other 
« natural or acquired improvements what- 
« ſoever : nay, all pretenſions to religion with- 
« out it are vain,” For tho as the apoſtle 
lars, one could ſpeak with the tougues of 
nen and of angels, tho one had the gift of 
grophecy, the knowledge of the moſt pro- 
found myſteries, and a faith that could re- 
nde mountains; if all theſe great gifts were 
polleſs d without charity, they would be fo 
tar from affording a man any real profit, that 
they would only render him, as a ſounding 
braſs, or a tinkhing cymbal, | 

Axp others again tranſlate it, he ſhall be 
eſlabliſhed, “ this temper and conduct will 
« tend beſt to eſtabliſh his reputation in 
the world, and in the church; to advance 
the true welfare of his family; to pro- 
* mote the ſettled peace of his own mind; 
* and to confirm his faith and hope, with 
reſpect to that eternal 7e/ and ſettlement, 
* that remains to the people of God“. 

Our tranſlators ſeem to have us'd a very 
proper word to expreſs the deſign of the 
original: he ſhall ſtand. This phraſe, I 
think, takes in ſomething of each of the 
foregoing ſenſes, and eſpecially the laſt. And 
may be underſtood to comprehend all the 
bleſſed advantages, which ſhall attend upon 
this excellent character, both in this lite, 
and that which is to come. Thus, 

1, He 


? 1 Cor, Xiu % , © BRO 00 
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1. Hz that employs his time and his 
capacity, in devifing and executing liþe. 
ral things, by. theſe he ſhall tand, and be 
eſtabliſhed, in ſome good degree in this life, 
and that, 1 Tp . 

FissT of all, in the opinion and regard 

of mankind. An affluence of the things of 

this world, with the vain ſhew that often at. 
tends it, may engage the veneration of weak 
and vulgar minds; and may, by the infly. 

ence it gives the poſſeſſor, extort the appear. 

ance of reſpect from thoſe who know no het. 
ter: but it can never obtain a ſettled intereſt 

in the approbation, and love of wiſe and good 

men, unleſs it be attended with humanity 

and benevolence. A fine genius, well cult- 

vated with improvements in knowledge, 

will always call for ſome regard; but theſe 

advantages may be poſleſs'd by a narrow 

heart : and however ſuch a man's attainments 

may engage the admiration of mankind; 

without he has a diſpoſition to do good, and 

a delight in it, he will hardly maintain any 

true and laſting intereſt in their affections. 

There is ſomething in this temper of mind, 

in its own nature, ſo aimable, it is a virtue 

ſo diſintereſted, and fo viſibly calculated, for 

the benefit of mankind, even in this world, 
that, wherever it diſcovers itſelf, it, almoſt 
univerſally, commands ſome degree of love 

and reſpect. And tho' not for one who 1s 

barely, tho' ſtrictly juſt and righteous, yet 

for a good man, that is, a charitable man, the 
ſcripture 
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ſcripture ſuppoſes, ſome would even dare 7o 
dien. Thoſe who have taſted of the grace 
of God, will not only be bound by the laws 
of natur but by the moſt evident obliga- 
tons of chriſtianity to love and honour ſuch 
xerlons. For that admirable inſtitution of 
the goſpel, which obliges them to forgive the 
worlt of injuries, and to do good for evil, 
will certainly, with much ſtronger argu- 
ment, engage their moſt affectionate attach- 
ment to ſuch, who are diſpoſed to do them, 
and indeed every one elſe, all the good they 
can, It is eaſy to obſerve what honourable 
Inention is made of the generoſity of Abra- 
lam, and other patriatchs under the old 
teſtament : and it is on this account, that 
the apoſtles treat Gaius, and many other par- 
ticular perſons with ſo much remarkable af- 
k&ion, and do them ſo much honour, in the 
new. Indeed ſach a behaviour as this will 
extort ſome reſpect, even from bad men 
themſelves. How little ſoevet their own. 
conduct is under the influence of ſo amiable 
a virtue; yet when they ſee it ſhine in the 
Ives of others, and feel the benefit of it 
bemſelves, it ſtrikes their minds with ſo ir- 
liſtable a conviction, that they cannot help 
ien making acknowledgments on this ac- 
cunt, greatly to the advantage of the chari- 
able Chriſtian, and to the honour of that 
dy religion which he profeſſes. And then, 
E * 
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The pfalmiſt ſpeaking of ſuch perſons,declares, 


_ ſays, that there is that ſcattereth, and yet en. 


and, in another place, that he who thus honour: 
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2. IT is no difficult matter to prove, that 
this temper and conduct is the moſt likely 
way both to ſecure, and enlarge our eſtates; 
as well as that it gives us the trueſt enjoy- 
ment of them. A careful review of proyi- 
dence, will evince the truth of this, in many 
inftances within our own notice: and the 
ſcriptures abundantly teſtify the ſame thing, 


that during the courſe of a long obſervation, 
he had ever ſeen them utterly forſaken, or 
their ſeed begging bread *. And the wiſe man 


creaſeth ; and there is that witholdeth more thay 
is meet, but it tendeth to poverty * : that he that 
bath pity on the poor, lendeth to the Lord, and 
that which he hath given, vill be pay bim again: 


the Lord with his ſubſtance, and with the fr 
fruits of all his encreaſe, his barns ſhall be 
filled with plenty, and his preſſes ſhall burſi 
out with new wine. Theſe promiſes have 
often been made good to ſuch perſons, and 
to their families after them. And, it bas in 
many inſtances appear'd, that they have mol: 
prudently fecur'd the honour, and proſpeilty 
of their deſcendants, who, inſtead of amaſling 
an abundance of wealth for them, have fatil 
fied themſelves with leaving them a mode 
rate proviſion ; that they might the more 
effectually extend their own uſefulneſs, anc 


ſhe 


* Plal. xxxvii. 25, Prov. xi, 24, © Ch, Xix. 1, 
Prov. iii. 9, 10. 
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ſhed abroad their bounty: believing the word 
of the Lord, and depending on that promiſe, 
that he that is ever merciful, and lendeth, his 
feed ſhall be bleſſed*. 

Bur however the liberal man is treated by 
others; tho' he may meet with little elſe but 
ingratitude for all his bounty; and tho fhe 
more abundant love he ſhews to good men 
themſelves, the 4% he is beloved* ; nay, tho 
an abundance of the things of this world 
may not be fit for him ; and for that reaſon 
providence may withold them from him; yet, 

3. Tx is conduct will certainly afford Firm 
2 pleaſure in his own mind, that cannot 
eaſily be deſcribed. Inſtead of the tortures of 
an envious ſpirit, and the racks of conſcience 
which are the natural product of a male- 
volent temper of mind; he will have the 
conſtant pleaſure of wiſhing well to others, 
and will in ſome ſort, ſhare in the proſperity - 
of all around him. The ſchemes he lays 
for the relief of the poor, for the ſuccour of 
the widow and the orphan, and for the pro- 
moting the intereſt of Chriſt, in the world, 
will furniſh him with more delightful en- 
tertainment, than the moſt graſping projects 
can afford to an avaricious mind, or the moſt 
gainful violence can give to that of an op- 
preſſor. He will not only enjoy a godlike 
ſatisfaction in the opportunities he has of do- 
ing good; but, while he is deviſing how to 
extend his uſefulneſs, he will have the teſti- 

| Sx mony 

* Pſal, xxxvi. 26, f 2 Cor, xii. 15 
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mony in his own mind that he is employing 
his talents to the moſt valuable purpoſe, 
And tho' Chriſtian Iiberality will admit of 
no boaſting, nor the leaſt pretence to merit 
at the hand of God ; yet the generous mind 
of the liberal man will be very often, and 
very lawfully regaled with a delightful con- 
templation on the ſucceſs of his charities; on 
the honour put upon him by heaven, that 
he ſhould be an inſtrument of fo much 
good to his fellow- creatures; and on the ſo- 
lid evidence theſe things afford him of his 
intereſt in the divine favour, of the effectual 
change of his heart, and of his real con- 
formity to the bleſſed image and pattern of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And then, 

4. Wu Ax is ſtill more valuable, he ſhall 
be ſupported, maintain'd, and eftabliſped by 
the liberal things of divine grace. God will 
own him: he has already done it, by draw- 
ing his character with ſo much beauty in the 
ſcriptures; and by annexing ſo many pre- 
cious promiſes to a perſeverance in this gene- 
rous behaviour. He has ſhewn his love to 
Chriſt in that which he has expreſs'd to his 
followers ; and ſurely he ſhall not fail of 
the warm and lively manifeſtations of the 
love of Chriſt to his own ſoul ; his worldly 
ſubſtance has been freely diſtributed for the 
ſupport of the poor, and the need and he 
ſhall no doubt be repleniſh'd better 
riches: he has fed the hungry, he has re- 
freſh' d the thirſty, and he has cloathed the 
| | naked; 
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naked ; and he himſelf alſo ſhall be abun- 


dantly ſupplied with proviſions of a more ex- 


cellent kind; he ſhall be fed with manna 
ſtom above, he ſhall drink water out of the 


ſpiritual rock, be cloathed with the ſpotleſs 


ind everlaſting robe of his redeemer's righ- 
tcouſneſs, and richly furniſhed with all the 


comforted the afflicted, protected the orphan, 
ind made the widow's heart to fing; and he 
mall find the bowels of the redeemer ſym- 
rathizing with him in all his diſtreſſes, he 
ſhall be refreſh'd, from time to time, with 
the conſolations of the ſpirit, ſhall be treated 
with all the tenderneſs that belongs to an 
adopted child of God, and ſhall rejoice with 
jy unſpeakable and full of glory. And, 
Secondly, WHAT will crown all, is the bleſ- 
kdneſs, which ſhall follow in the life to come. 
It may be well ſaid, in that reſpect, that 
by liberal things he ſhall ſtand. Whatever 
doubt he has entertained here, the truth of 
his faith will then be made manifeſt by theſe 


» WH ccnuine fruits of it; and the reality of his 
s WE {lation to Chriſt, by ſo evident a ſubjection 

i Wt his precepts, and ſo true a conformity to 

© bi example. That this will be the caſe 
y Wi -bundantly appears, by the account our 
e Wh bed Lord himſelf gives us of the proceſs 
e cc the l dgment, and the manner in 
r MW vbich 


Will publickly acknowledge his 
faithful ſervants, on that great occaſion. 
e Haring laid up in ſtore for themſelves a good 

1 1 85 foundation 


graces of his ſpirit : he has pitied the poor, 
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foundation againſt the time to come, they hal 
have treaſure in heaven ; they ſhall be r.. 
compenſed at the reſurrection of the juſt", and 
lay bold on eternal life. And, I think, that 
this will not only be one of the beſt ei. 
dences of their title to evertaſting happinck, 
but, it pretty plainly appears from ſcripture 
that the meaſure of their glory in that world 
will be regulated by the improvement they 
have made of their talents in this k. They 
ſhall be rewarded not for their good work; 
but according to them. Thus if they do 
much good, their reward ſhall be great: and 
if they ſow bountifully, they ſhall reap 0". 
Bad men will be obliged to teſtify for them 
then, however they uſe them now ; nor wil 
good men any more keep back any part o 
the honour, that is due to fo uſeful a beha- 
viour. Having tranſmitted their eſtates to 
heaven before them, they will poſſeſs them 
there with much more advantage, than they 
could do here: and having made 70 then- 
ſelves many friends with their worldly ſub. 
ſtance, when all ſublunary enjoyments fil, 
they will welcome them into everlaſting bali 
tations”, Being thus happily improved, and 


5 . » A » al 
made perfect in this truly Chriſtian * te 
they ſhall enter upon the enjoyment of al pr 
the pleaſure of it, without ſuffering any d m 
that pain which neceſſarily attends it, in th | 
08 | "> 1. 
„Luke xviii. 22. > Ch. xiv. 14. | 1 Tim, vi. © 


* Matt. xxv. 15. Ch. x. 41. Luke vi. 35. Mat 
xvi. 27. 2 Cor. ix. 6. Luke xvi. . 
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region of miſery and ſorrow: they will feet 
heir hearts, indeed, overflow with benevo- 
l-nce and love to all around them; but then 
they will, at the ſame time, have the plea- 
fure of beholding all the objects of their 
good-will eaſy and happy like themſelves. 
In a word, being filled with the riches of 
livine grace, they ſhall take poſſeſſion of all 
the liberal things of glory; the fruits of the 
eternal love of the divine father, of the 
blood and ſacrifice of the Lord Jefas Chriſt, 
and of the grace and work of the ever blef- 
{d ſpirit; and this their happineſs ſhall ad- 
mit of no changes, no interruption or ceſſa- 
ton, but ſhall endure for ever. Thus &y 
leral things Hall they ſtand, in time, and to 
al eternity. But I haſten, 

IV. To make ſome application of what 
has been ſaid. And, 

1. Ir it be ſo as you have heard, one 
cannot help reflecting on the folly and danger 
of the contrary temper and conduct: I mean 
the ſpirit of envy and ill-will, and the prac- 
tices of cruelty and oppreſſion. That there 
ſhould be any ſeeds of this kind in our na- 
ture is a fad demonſtration of our apoſtacy : 
and if the dictates of right reaſon were at- 
tended to, we ſhould as much dread the 
progreſs of ſuch a vicious diſpoſition in our 
minds, as of that of poiſon in our blood; 
and we ſhould, with much more earneſtneſs, 
leck after a proper remedy, But for men 
to call themſelves Chriſtians, and yet live i _ N 

the 
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the indulgence of ſuch a temper, nay, to 
ſtudy and deviſe ſuch things as theſe; thi; 


s ſo great a contradiction, that we can never 


be enough affected with the folly of it. Such 
perſons may deceive other men, with the fotm 
and outward ſhew of religion; and they may 
poſſibly ſo far deceive their own ſouls, as tg 
imagine that, tho' they have ſurpreſſed al 
the natural dictates of mercy, and com. 

ſhon' towards their poor | fellow creatures 
yet they ſhall at laſt find mercy themſelve, 
But one wou'd think, if they did but reflect 
a little, it were almoſt impoſſible for them 
not to be convinced, that a continuance in 
ſuch a temper and behaviour as this, muſt 
render their ruin inevitable. However, it is 
without all diſpute; - that nothing can be 
more contrary to the nature of God, and to 
the moſt expreſs precepts of his holy law; 
nor to the very genius and tenor of the goſ- 

l. It is moſt evident from thence, that 
the wretch who deviſes miſchief on his bed, 
and practiſes. it when he is up, is ſo far 
from deſerving the name of a Chriſtian; 
that tho' a man's profeſſion of religion be 


ever ſo ſplendid, yet if he can ſee his brother 


in want, and ſhut his bowels againſt his bro- 
tber, it is impoſſible the Hove of God ſhould 
dwell in him. And thus if, as our Lord 
himſelf aſſures us, the bare neglect of offices 
of love and charity, is a ſufficient evidence 
of the character of thoſe who are to g0 


* x John iii. 17. 
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gway into everlaſting puniſhment *, what will 
then become of the extortioner, and the op- 
preſſor? Such men may ſand for a time in 
high reputation and honour, they may ſing 
a requiem: to their own ſouls, and may think 


ſhall never be removed. But when their 


find themſelves fink in the opinion of all wiſe 
and good men, and 'tis well if they do not 


zible marks, that he that runs may read 
them, But tho' they ſhould flouriſh, during 
this ſhort and tranſitory life, as the green bay 


0 WW re *, and their eyes ſhould fand out with 
a ſalneſo r; tho' they ſhould go down to the 
of y 


rave in all the appearance of peace, and 
laye names behind them, which they have 
no way deſery'd, and the large eſtates, they 


* poſterity r; yet the other world will ſet all 
ks things right: there the vile perſon ſhall be no 


more called liberal, nor the churl ſaid to be 


. 1 buntiful : but they will fink at once into a 
: edition of diſgrace and miſery, agreeable 
+: wth their real characters: and all their riches 


and honours will be ſwallowed up in ever- 
ating poverty and contempt : they ſhall 
„ F then 


? Matt, xxv. 46. © Pfal. xxxvii. 35. * Plal. Ixxiii. 7. 
Ver. 4. Pſal. xvii. 14. | 


their mountains of wealth and happineſs 


hypocriſy comes to be diſcovered, they will 


fall under the curſes of the bad: nor are we 
without many remarkable inſtances of this 
ſort, on whoſe perſons afid eſtates, and fami- 
les too, the divine vengeance has ſet ſuch le- 


* 


have gotten by fraud and violence, to their 
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then weep and howl for their miſery that ſbal 
come upon them: their riches will then be 
corrupted, and their garments will be mt 
eaten : their gold and filver will be cankered; 
and the ruſt of them will be à witneſs againſt 
them, and ſhall eat their fleſh as it were 
with fire : for the hire of the labourers which 
have reaped down their fields which has been 
kept back by fraud crieth : and the cries if 
| them which have reaped, are entered into the 

x ears of the Lord of jabaoth". But then, 
2. WnAr pity is it that Chriſtian 
ſhould partake in any degree of a fpirit 6 
very unbecoming their profeſſion? Let it be} 
remembred, and I am fure it fhou'd' be r- 
membred by ſome among us with trembling, 
that whatever men profeſs, they cannot ſeri 
both God and mammon v: and a covetous 
man, tho” he be called a Chriſtian; is really 
an idolater x. But tho it be allowed to be 
poffible, that ſome real Chriſtians may not 
ſhine in the liberal character; and one wou 
fear judging the condition of fome who are 
too cloſe in their tempers, and yet appt 
eminent in other reſpects; yet really if thel 
perſons wou'd confider how much a narrow ir 
unkind, ungenerous diſpoſition and bebail ,, 
viour, diſgraces Chriſtianity ; if they wou -. 
confider how much they loſe now of tl m 
pleaſure of religion, and into what a dub jj, 
ous condition they bring themfelves by WW m 
indulgence of ſuch a ſpirit as this, I . th 

| EB. the 
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they would rather labour Hare to over- 
come it. 2 

BLESSED be God it is 3 no Gall ohes- 
ſure, one may obſerve, that in the widlt 
of all the juſt complaints we have to make 
of the ſad degeneracy of the times in which 
we live, the ſpirit of liberality has in ſome 
meaſure revived among us. The many great 
and good defigns which have, of late years, 
been ſet on foot, and nobly endowed, in this 
great metropolis, the ſpeedy and extenſive 
charity that was ſhewun to the poor in the 
late diſtrefling ſeaſon, and the generous en- 
couragement of our funds, among the Pro- 
teſtant diſſenters, for the ſupport of the poor 
miniſters of Chriſt, for the aſſiſtance of can- 
didates for that work, and the relief of the 
neceffitous widows and orphans of ſuch WHO 
haye ſpent their lives in this moſt uſeful 4 
honourable ſervice, are noble evidences of 
the truth of this obſervation... God grant that 
o happy a diſpoſition may grow and flouriſh ; 
and that it may be the firſt fruit of our re- 
vival from every other decay! And therefore, 
3. Ax D laſtly, permit me to entreat you, 
that what has been ſaid may have its proper 
influence on all our minds to this bleſſed 
purpoſe. Let it be conſidered, that charity 
is in itſelf an excellent and noble temper of 
mind: it is ſtrongly recommended by the 
light of nature, and approved by the com- 
mon voice of all mankind: and however 
* reverſe of this good diſpoſition is 1 

F 2 e 


44 A Sermon at the Funeral 


ed by many in themſelves ; yet very few are 
to be found, who can be pleaſed with it in 
other men. It is a duty which comes very 
ſtrongly enforced by the law of God: it ib 
very frequently inculcated, and ſupported with 
very great encouragements, in the old teſts. 
ment: but it is ſtill ſet in a much ſtronger 
and more amiable light, and recommended 
with much more lively motives, under the dif. 
penſation of the goſpel. There we have the 
bright examples of the primitive Chriſtiang, 
and eſpecially of the apoſtles, who generouſly 
gave up all, even their very lives, for the ſei- 
vice of Chriſt and the good of his church; 
but what is infinitely more moving, we have 
there, the moſt perfect pattern of out great 
Lord himſelf. And who can read over thit 
wonderful account of his tenderneſs, and com- 
paſſion, his love and goodneſs; the /berality 
of his heart, and of his hand; and that not 
to his friends only, but alſo to his enemies; 
who can poſſibly conſider him deviſing and 
anning out the moſt aſtoniſhing! ſcheme ot 


_ falvation, before the foundation of the worden 
was laid; or behold him ſcattering the boun-W 
ties of his providence and grace, in time; © 
who can reflect on the humble condeſcen- t! 
ſion of his incarnation, the kindneſs and fi 
compaſſion of his life, and the ſtupendouMl ſe 
diſplay of love in his death and ſatisfaction, 

without having ſome deſire to copy after (ol ni 
noble, ſo lovely an example? ur 


Bur 
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Bor the argument in the text is, you ſee, 
taken from our own intereſt ; and I pray 
God it may have its due weight on all our 
minds. If we would ſand in the approba- 
tion of our own conſciences; if we would 
maintain a good reputation with all orders 
of men; if we would take the moſt likely 
way to thrive and proſper in the things of 
this world; if we would entail a bleſſing 
upon our poſterity; and, which is of the 
greateſt importance of all to us, if we would 
have our ſouls proſper, be repleniſh'd and 
grow) in grace here, and would be found 
among the moſt triumphant faints in the 
world of glory, we muſt labour after this 
excellent ſpirit and character, we muſt ac- 
cuſtom ourſelves to devr/e liberal things, and 
then, by liberal things ſhall we ſtand. 

AnD to cloſe this diſcourſe, I think I may 
ery properly, and without any imputation 
of flattery to his character, mention to you 
the example of our. deceaſed friend to this, 
s well as other good purpoſes. And, 
making all proper allowances for the com- 
mon infirmities of human nature, I'might 
be juſtified in ſaying many things of him 
that are worthy of praiſe ; but I ſhall con- 
ine myſelf to thoſe which may moſt de- 
krve our imitation. 85 

Hr had no high extraction, no fine ge- 
nius, nor liberal education to boaſt of: but 
under all theſe diſadvantages, having, by the 
nch grace of God, early received the ſaving 

| impreſſions 


* 
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impreſſions of the ſpirit upon his heart; with 
a plain underſtanding, an honeſt mind, and 
a fervent zeal for God, he ſet out in the 
world, and in his profeſſion of religion, 2 
bout the ſame time. And, thro a courſe of 
near ſixty years, he was enabled to maintain 
that profeſſion with honour, and camfar, 
and much uſefulneſs. His ſteady, regard to 
the great doctrines of the Goſpel which har, 
during that ferics of time, met with ſo gre 
and ſuch various oppoſition, his exemplar 
encouragement of vital religion, his, conſtant 
and lively attendance on, ordinances, and hi 
charitable and benevolent behaviour to ſuch 
as differed from him in judgment, will no 
be ſoon forgot by thoſe that knew him, 
His venerable locks were many years an 
honour to the church to which he ſtocd 
immediately related, and which he faithful 
ſerved, a good part of that time, in the off 
of a deacon : and the pains he took, eſpe 
cially under the decays of nature in dh. 
latter part of his life, to fill up his Pla 
there, is well worthy of imitation; an 
thew'd at once the value he had for ih 
ſervices of God's houſe, and his love to hit 
Chriſtian brethren... Many of you know IN 
behaviour in this relation, and the affec 
tionate, laborious, and faithful part he boſt 
in the ſeveral remarkable diffichltie whic 


that church has paſs d thro'. To vindicaf 
the honour of God, by rebuking ſin honeſt Ja 
ly, and oppoling it Readily, wherever he q 


mc 
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net with it, was his well known and conſtant 
practice: and yet I am ſure I can appeal to 
mny witneſſes, how eafily he could forgive 
z perſonal injury, and with what pleaſure he, 
rery often, put in practice that Chriſtian 
mle, of doing good for evi. 

Is the character the text gives us of the 
ſheral man, it is a great thing to ſay, but I 
cannot help ſaying it, that in devi/ing liberal 
things, I believe few perſons have equall'd 
lim. It was almoſt the whole employment 
of his mind to devz/e them, and the buſineſs" 
of his life, eſpecially of late years, to put 
© them in execution. His own circumſtances 
indeed admitted not of the exhibitions which 
his large heart inclined to beſtow ; but this 
he endeavoured abundantly to ſupply, by an 
unwearied imptovement of his intereſt among 
people of condition, in behalf of the neceſ- 
tous, Thus by his means, many poor mini- 
lets were encouraged in their work ; many 
widows and orphans, and families in diſtreſs 
were relieved, and many perſons deſtitute of 
employment were comfortably provided for. 
Neither could the frowns of the rich, which 
he often met with for his importunity, nor 
the ingratitude of the poor, which was alſo 
lometimes the reward of his kindneſs, either 
occaſion him to, ſlacken his diligence i in this 
ic $00d ſervice, or make him aw weary, and 
et int in his mind. 

Non muſt I forget to mention his affec- 
" bonate, brave and ſteady regard to the li- 
berties 
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berties of his country; for the preſervation 
of which, in the worſt of times, I beliere 
few men labour'd with more diligence and 
reſolution : and his endeavours, conſidering 
his capacity and ſphere, were attended with 
no ſmall uſefulneſs to the public. | 
Taz lively remembrance he had of the 
almoſt miraculous, reſcue, of our religion and 
liberties, at the revolution, engaged him in 
an endeavour to obtain a public honour to 
the memory of our late glorious deliverer, 
the great and good king William; and, what- 
ever ſhade thoſe, who diſappointed ſo laudable 
a defign, have drawn on the gratitude of the 
metropolis of this kingdom ; yet, as this ho- 
neſt and loyal attempt of Mr. Burch, met 
with the approbation of all true Engliſb men, 
and good citizens; ſo, it will be a laſting 
monument to his own memory “. | 
Wurd he was convinced the cauſe in 
which he engaged, was not only good, but 


important, he was reſolute and indefatigue- 
able: 


* About the year 17 30, by the induſtrious applicatum if 
Ar. Burch, a petition was ſigned by ſeveral hundred gen- 
tlemen, merchants, and others of this city, and preſented 
to the lord mayor, aldermen, and common- council; prq;- 
ing for a ſmall piece of ground, where Cheapſide conduit 
lately flood ; on which they propoſed, at their own expence, 
to erect an equeſtrian ſtatue to the memory 4 that great 
deliverer of theſe nations King William III. But en 
preſenting this petition, one of the gentlemen of the con- 
mon-council repreſented, that, as the conduit, which was 
a public nuifance, was removed ; he hoped that court 
wou'd not permit another to be ſet up in the room of 
it. And ſo, on a debate, the petition was rejected. 


7 | ; A 
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able: and feared the face of no man living; 


c neither could hardly any kind of difficuttics 

0 diſcourage him. And yet when he was diſ- 

g appointed, I think, his patience was almoſt 

h inmitable; for under the moſt trying cir- 
cumſtances of this fort, he ſo conſtantly 

; eyed the divine providence, and reſted on it, 

1 


that you, who converſed with him, will not 
eaſily forget, that his uſual concluſion on 
theſe occaſions was, all is right and well ſtill. 
Bur I ſhall cloſe this account, with ob- 
ſerving, that as we have in the character of 


* 
3 


* 
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de our worthy friend the liberal man, in the text, 5 
he exemplified ; ſo we have, in him, a no leſs. 1 
* remarkable inſtance of the promiſe, containꝰd 9 
* in it, fulfilled. For tho he paſs'd through ; 
C } 


much bufineſs, and many labours, and difti- 


ing culties, he maintain'd an uncommon ſtrength | 
| of conſtitution and courage, and chearfulneſs ] 
" of mind, to the laſt. From a very low be- ; 
but ginning in the world, notwithſtanding all | 
8. the bounties of his hand, he enjoy'd a very L 


comfortable competency of the things of this 
* life himſelf: he ſaw his family well pro- 
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ga. vided for with theſe things; and, what was | 
nd a much greater pleaſure to him, he ſaw | 
2% dleſſings of a much more valuable kind poured | 
ndu [ 


out upon them. The eſtabliſhed peace of 
bis own mind uſually diſcover'd itſelf, in the 
tranquility of his countenance, and the chear- 
fulneſs of his converſation. He lived reſpect- 

ed and beloved by moſt that knew him; and 

LG. died 
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died lamented by many, tho' in 4 good old 
age, and as a ſhock of corn fully ripe. | 
A few days before bis deceaſe he had a 
paralitick ſeizure ; and, from that time, he 
ſeemed to have the ſentence of death in 
himſelf; which appears from a letter I re- 
ceived from him, ſoon after he was taken ill: 
in which he declares himſelf fully fatisfied 
with the divine diſpoſal, and zho', ſays he, 


this ſudden attack is ſhocking to nature, 
« yet, my heavenly father knows better what 


« 7s fit for me, than I do my ſelf: and Tom 
ce fully ſatisfied that all things ſhall work to. 
&« gether for good, to thoſe who love and fear 


God, and who are the called according t 


* his purpoſe.” He then expreſſes the long- = 
ings of his ſoul to have commemorated the 
dying love of his dear redeemer, with his be- 


loved brethren, that day; it being our ſacra- 


mental ſeaſon, He fignifies his apprehen- 
ſions that he was near the cold and filent 


grave, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 


and where the weary are at reſt : and con- 
cludes his letter, with an humble acknow- 
ledgement, that he was the unworthieſt 
member of the church of the living God ; 
an ardent requeſt for the intereſt of his friends 
at the throne of grace; and a lively wiſh 
for the ſucceſs of the goſpel amongſt us. 
Soon after this, he quitted bis tenement of 
clay, without much pain or ſickneſs ; enjoy- 
ing the proper uſe of his faculties, till 
within a few hours of his diſſolution: . 

What 


A 


of Mr. SAMUEL Bunch. 5 
t was beſt of all, that lively faith, that 


ud peace, and good hope thro' grace, 

ich he had enjoy'd thro the courſe of a 

v profeſſion, continued with him to the 

|. for, with great ſerenity of mind, he 
i me, the day before his deceaſe, that he 
in whom he had believed, and he was 
luded, that he was able to keep that which 
had committed to him, againſt that day o. 

WA AT remains, but that we make the 


: ſtrongeſt conſtitutions muſt at laſt ſub- 
it to the univerſal empire of the grave, 
it we daily conſider our own mortality; 
t we follow the faith of thoſe who have 


mer/atzon? ; that we diligently improve our 
leſt purpoſes: and, when we have done 
| that we keep our eyes conſtantly fixed on 


r blood of Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs 


ine, for our juſtification and acceptance 


umes, we alſo may be ready 3? 


Tim, i. 12. ? Heb. xiii, 7. 4 Matt. xxiv. 44. 


N 


| uſe of theſe things? and ſince we find 


ne before us, conſidering the end of their 


ne, and every other talent to the beſt and 
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Joun XIV. 2. 


In my Father's houſe are many man 
fons; if it were not ſo, I would 
have told you: I go to prepar 
a place for you. 


T is fo far from being the deſign of 
true religion to eradicate, or entirely 
ſuppreſs the paſſions of our minds; 
that, when they are under its influence 
id regulation, they anſwer moſt valuable 
poſes, and are greatly ſubſervient to the 
our of God, the intereſt of ſociety, and 
& welfare of our own ſouls. And as the 
js of the Holy Ghoſt ariſe from an in- 
litely nobler principle, than thoſe which 
t produced by an increaſe of corn and 
ne; and afford a pleaſure which as much 
maſſes that of any earthly good; ſo the 
oſt trying afflictions alſo are wiſely in- 
ded for our advantage; and the deepeſt 
ow to which a chriſtian can be ſubject, 
ten ſanctified by the ſpirit of God, not 
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refuſing to be comforted ; when we ſee 4 


and when we behold ſuch numbers weep 


and father, and ſorrow:ng moſt of all thi 


— 
—— — — 
o 
2 — * 
2 K 


only produces the moſt proper, and ſeaſon. 
able reflections in the mind; but it ſoftens 
the heart, and diſpoſes it to make the moſt 
uſeful improvement of them. And tho i 
may be well counted a fad day indeed 
when we behold the widow and the father. 
leſs pouring out their complaints, and almoſt 


mournful flock, looking at each other in 
the ſadneſs of their hearts, and bewailin 
the loſs of their tender and faithful ſhepherd; 


ing over the grave of their departed friend 


they ſhall. ſee his face, and hear his void 
no more : yet certainly, this is one of thok 
important ſeaſons which, if duly improve 
may afford us ſingular advantage. For 
we mourn, as Chriſtians ought to do, i 
a proper exerciſe of humiliation under fi 
and of faith, and hope in Chrift Feſus, v 
ſhall underſtand the voice of the rod, « 


know who has appointed it *: and we ſhi 
ſee, that tis by no means reaſonable, ti 1 
the fathers ſhould always continue wi of 
their children, or that the prophets ſhou " 
live for ever“: we ſhall be convinced thi f 
all is well that our heavenly father doll , 
and learn to improve ſurviving mercies ; 
8 bett the 


„Mic. vi. 9. ®Zech.i. 5. 


better advantage, from a due ſenſe of the 
value of thoſe we have loſt. | 

THAT I may therefore aſſiſt your ſor- 
rows to theſe uſeful purpoſes, and help 
you to check the violence of them, I am 
to conſider among you, on this mournful 


the bleſſed Feſus inſtructed and comforted 
his afflicted family, when he was himſelf 
about to leave them ; words, which it ſeems 


caſed paſtor, with which his own ſoul was 
ſupported when on the verge of the eternal 
world; which made him willing to part 


make you willing to part with him. 

In the foregoing chapter we read, that 
tte hour being come when our Lord muſt 
depart out of this world, and go to the fa- 
ter ©, he inſtitutes a ſtanding memorial of 
bs ſufferings and love, and takes his dying 
ave of his diſciples, at that table: he there 
conjures them to attend ſtrictly to his doc- 
tine, faithfully to follow his example, and 


other: he repreſents to them the ſorrows 
be was juſt about to paſs thro*; and, among 
aher diſtreſſing circumſtances, that he 
ſhould be traiterouſly betray'd by one of 
em, denied by another, and forſaken 

e B 2 by 


© John xiii. 1. 
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occaſion, ſome of thoſs words, with which 
were often on the dying lips of your de- 


yith'you, and with which he laboured to 


b carry it humbly and affectionately to one 


that he was about to leave them for ever 
very deeply affected the poor diſciples. And 


6 A SERMON on the Death 


by all. the reſt. Such a ſad repreſentation 
of the approaching ſufferings of their dex 
Maſter, ſuch a heavy charge upon them. 
ſelves, and the apprehenſions they now had 


indeed it is no wonder they were ſo affected, 
if to theſe things we add, that they noy 
evidently ſaw that the expectations they 
had entertained of a temporal grandure 
which he was about to ſet up in the world, 
and in which they imagined they were them. 
ſelves ſo largely to ſhare, were entirely fry. 
ſtrated ; if we conſider that their faith wa 
weak, and their acquaintance with. the 
ſcheme of ſalvation but very imperfect. And 
indeed had their knowledge been greater, 
and their faith much ſtronger, yet, in the 
circumſtances they were in, the departure 
of their Lord muſt be very diſtreſſing. They 
had for a conſiderable time ſat under the in. 
ſtruction of his lips; they had daily ſen 
the mighty wonders with which his hes 
venly doctrine was confirmed; his humbl, 
holy, lovely example had been continually 
before their eyes, and they had been bo- 
noured with a perſonal and intimate friend- 
ſhip with him: it muſt be fad indeed, 
to be deprived at once of all theſe bleſſed 
privileges, and to be left in a wide world 
as ſheep without a ſhepherd, and in a world 

0 too, 
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too, which had treated him ſo ill already, 
and was about to treat him ſo much worſe; 
and conſequently, where they could expect 
but little favour: for if it was done thus to 
the green- tree, what muſt the dry expect? 
Thus a concern for their own welfare, as 
well as an affectionate regard to him, fill'd 
their ſouls with grief. 

THEIR gracious Maſter not only beheld 
with compaſhon the uncommon ſadneſs that 
hung upon their countenances, but he per- 
fectly knew the inward ſorrows of their 
hearts, and therefore proceeds, in the be- 
ginning of this chapter, to comfort them 
in the moſt tender manner. Let not your 
learts, ſays he, be troubled, ye believe in God, 
believe alſo in mec. As if he had faid, 
* Tho' ſome ſorrow is reaſonable and de- 
cent on this occaſion; yet let not your 
* bearts be overcharged with it; your faith 
know is ſmall, and I have often blamed 
* you for the weakneſs of it; but ill you 
* believe in God, you believe in him as the 
great creator and ſovereign diſpoſer of all 
things; and as you have the moſt undeni- 
* able evidence on which to found this 
* faith, ſo it ſhould ſupport you in your 
* preſent diſtreſſes: but what ſhould hin- 
der, but that you ſhould alſo believe in 
me? Have I not given you ſufficient proof 

Ez c“ from 
John xiv. 1. 
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te from prophecy, and from miracle, that 
J am the true Męſiabh? have I not been 
te declared to be the ſon of God with power*? 
% have accounted if no robbery to be equa] 
c with God* and the Father has ſufficient. 
re ly atteſted to my divinity: and why 
& then ſhould you not believe alſo in me? 
_ © You have had the fulleſt evidence of my 
© mediatorial character; you have been a- 
* bundantly convinced of my love to you, 
e and my ſpecial intereſt at the throne, 
e Well then—tho' you have thus far lived 
e in ſome meaſure by ſight, as you have 
* had my bodily preſence with you; f 
* now you mult learn to live more by faith, 
«© None of you have /zen God the Father 
« af any time &, but yet you believe in him: 
e you have ſeen me, indeed, in theſe hum- 
© ble incarnate circumſtances, but when 
I am gone, you muſt beleve in me alli, 
c when you ſee me not.” 

Trvs theſe words furniſh us with a 
good argument for the divinity of Chr:/ : for 
the faith here refer'd to, is ſuch a religious 
act of the mind as can terminate on no ob- 
je& but God himſelf, We ought to believe 
the prophets, and the apoſtles: but ſurely, 
It is no where ſaid, that we ſhould belreve 
in Moſes or in Paul. But we believe il 
God, we reſt our abſolute and entire de- 

pendance 


* Rom, i, 4. Phil. ü. 6 e John i. 18. 


- 
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endance on him, well, and we muſt act 


the ſame faith in Chriſt Jeſus alſo. And 
as God has declared that he 0/ll not give 
his glory to another h, ſo it is a full evidence 
of the proper divinity of our bleſſed Lord, 
that all men are thus to honour the Son, 
even as they honour the father. 

THEN follow the words of the text. I 
my father's houſe are many manſions; if it 
were not ſo, I wauld have told you: I go 
to prepare a place for you. © You believe in 
« God ; he is my Father, believe alſo in me. 
© You have truſted me in ſome meaſure 
here, while on earth, and in an enemies 
country, and you have found your ac- 
count in ſo doing: but I am going 
« home to my Father's houſe, and there 
* ſurely you may put your full confidence 
in me, and hope for much more good. 
I ſhall paſs, indeed, as I have faid, thro 


* many ſufferings, but they are in the way 


* to glory: and tho' I am betray'd and 
* denied by ungrateful men below, it is 


in order to be received and acknowledged 


* by God above. I muſt go thro the 
© valley of the ſhadow of death, but it is in 
* the way to my Father's houſe : it is a glo- 
* rious habitation, of vaſt extent, and richly 
* ſupply'd with every conveniency, and 
accommodation. I go thither, not only 


« to 


>» Ia, 42. 8, i John, 5. 23. 
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neſs, as the future portion of the ſaints. 


happineſs of that condition. And, 


« to reſt from my own labours, but 
e prepare a place for you: and tho you 
« cannot come now; yet, notwithſtanding 
e all your weakneſs and unwotthineſs, in 
% due time, you ſhall follow me thither 
«© You may depend on the truth and cer. 
c tainty of all this, for , it had been 
* otherwiſe, I would have told you ſo. 
« I, who have never yet deceived you in 
« any thing, would have faithfully | in- 
* formed you of this alſo.” 

 Havine given you this general view 
of the words, in my further conſideration 


of them, I ſhall, 


— —. — ——— ay ay. Wu Foc, oc RD ou, . 8 awd 


I. Lay before you a brief account of 
the evidence we have, of a ſtate of bleſſed- 


2 —— AY — 


II. Ex DEAVOUR to explain the parti- 
culats, our Lord here gives us, of the 


Pr” 


III. Mkr ſome application of theſe 
things; and that, more eſpecially, to the 
ſolemn occaſion of -our * meeting to- 


gether. 


I. THEN, I am to give you ſome ac- 
count of the evidence we have of a bleſſed 
futurity, as the portion of the ſaints. And, 

FIRST, If the diſcoveries of nature and 
reaſon were fairly conſulted, they would 
give 
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give us very conſiderable light into this 
matter. 

FoR it is hardly poſſible to contemplate 
the viſible world, with its wonderful varie- 
ty of inhabitants, and furniture, even un- 
der the diſadvantages of the fall, without 
acknowledging ſome firſt cauſe, ſome in- 
nite, all-wiſe, andomnipotent Creator of all. 
And who can impartially conſider the beau- 
tiful order, and dependance of theſe migh- 
ty works, or can conſult the formation of 
his own mind, and the impreſſions he finds 
naturally inlaid there; who can duly con- 
der the doctrine of providence, and ob- 
ſerve the conduct of heaven therein, with 
c Wot acknowledging the infinite attributes 
. ad perfections, which are moſt juſtly a- 

eibed in the ſcriptures to that Being, who 
$ the Creator and Governour of all things ? 
And, 

1. THEN, if we conclude, as it is high- 
lj rational we ſhould, that the Being who 
nected the grand edifice of the univerſe, 
who has placed in the heavens ſo many 
wonderful orbs of light, and given them 
uch an amazing power, and regularity, 
and velocity of motion, and all to anſwer 


00 he moſt uſeful and noble purpoſes ; who 
id lung this mighty globe, on which we live, 
nd fon nothing *; and has furniſh'd it with 


Id * Job. xxvi. . 7. 
rt C ſuch 


- — — — — — — EP — 4 ml 
Po V re hens £ 
a 


our nature, and has continued, for ſo many 
ages, a ſucceſſion of rational beings on the 


12 A SERMON on the Death 
ſuch wonderful appendages; who form'd 


earth, as well as ſuch a vaſt variety of 
lower orders of creatures, together with pro- 
per proviſion tor their nouriſhment and de- 
fence; if I ſay, we conclude from hence, 
and from the regular government of theſe 
great and wonderful works, as, I think, 
we neceſſarily muſt, that the author and 
ſuperintendent of them is a Being of infi- 
nite power; ſurely, it is then eaſy to con- 
ceive the poſſibility of a future ſtate of re- 
wards and puniſhments, For, what of 
this can be too difficult, for ſuch a mighty 
hand to perform ? | | 
AND then, if we attend tothe uniform dic- 
tates of that natural light which was implant- 
ed in us by our Maker, and who is himſel 
the infinite ſource of all knowledge.; we 
muſt ſee ſuch a conſtitution of things to be 
perfectly conformable to true wiſdom, 
AN pP moreover, there are ſuch viſibl 
marks of great goodneſs, in the proviſion 
made for the welfare even of the mean- 
eſt reptile, nay, for the ſupport and nou- 
riſhment of the moſt contemptible plant in 
the vegetable world, and much more for 
the temporal advantage of the human race; 
that one cannot help concluding, that, 
where there was ſufficient wiſdom to con- 
true 


2 r 1 ** * 


of Mr. Jos E PH Col LET. 17 
trive a future and everlaſting bleſſedneſs, a- 
dapted to the nature of ſuch rational crea- 
tures, as are the favourites of heaven, and 
wer to provide ſuch a bleſſedneſs, there 
ſhould be goodneſs enough to beſtow it upon 
them. To which I might add, that, as 
theſe attributes, and eſpecially the goodneſs 
of the divine Being ſhould diſpoſe him to 
make ſuch a proviſion for his people: ſo 
his own glory wou'd be eternally advanced 
by it; and one would think, fince this 
has been evidently in view in the lower 
works of time, he wou'd not fail to pro- 
mote it, in this more illuſtrious way and 
manner. But, 


2. Ir we conſider the ſtrong appetite for 


immortality that is implanted in all human 
kind; the eager thirſt of multitudes of thoſe 
who know the moſt, after a ſtill more ex- 
tenfive knowledge; and the ſtrong deſire 

the mind has, after a larger power, and ſphere 
of action; the fetters in which we all feel 
ourſelves confin'd, and the glorious liberty 
all truly wiſe and good men long for ; ſurely, 
I ay, if we conſider theſe things, and at the 
ſame time obſerve that the appetites of the 
lower parts of the creation are ſo abundant- 
ly ſatisfied, we muſt conclude, that fo ſtrong 
a one as this, was not ſo univerſally planted 
in human nature, without ſome intention 


to gratify it. And, 


C 2 3. Is 
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3. Ir to this we add, a due conſidera. of 


tion of the unequal diſtributions of divine Ml lo 
Providence in this world, we ſhall be great. to 
ly confirmed in the reaſonableneſs of this en 
doctrine. For it may not only be ſaid now, ¶ be 


that all things come alike to all!; but, very 
often, the molt profligate among the ſons of 
men are poſſeſsd of the ſtrongeſt and the 
moſt vigorous conſtitutions, have the livelieſt 
guſt for ſenſual pleaſures, and the mot plen- 


tiful opportunities to gratify their vicious p 
inclinations; thoſe who allow themſelves a 
in all kinds of fraud, and oppreſſion, thoſe WM r 
that wallow in filthineſs fo as to render f 
themſelves a ſcandal to human nature, thoſe h 


who ſet their mouth againſt the heavens, that 
blaſpheme God and look up, ſuch as ruſh on 
the thick boſſes of his buckler, ſuch as drink 
iniquity like water, and work all uncleanneſs 
with greedineſs, and go on in their courſes 
without any remorſe, heir ſtrength is often 
firm, and they are not in trouble as other 
men; their eyes ſtand out with fatneſs, and 
they have more than heart can wiſh; they 
go down, alſo, to the grave in peace, have 
no bands in their death, and leave large 
eſtates to their deſcendants; nay, and ſome 
times too, have their wretched names em- 
balm'd by the folly and flattery of poſterity : 
while, on the other hand, many of thoſe 


of 


Eecleſ. ix, 2. m Pſal. Ixxiii, and xvii, 


/ / « os. Wiz ORR EE h , OR. 4 
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of the quite oppoſite character, who truly 
love and fear God, who diligently labour 
to know and do his will, whoſe lives are 
employed in a courſe of behaviour moſt 
becoming rational creatures, in a courſe of 
obedience to God, and of benevolence and 
uſefulneſs to mankind, ſuch perſons as theſe, 
are often moſt remarkably afflicted in this 
fe; they frequently groan under lingring 
and painful diſeaſes of body; are often ex- 
pod to the moſt diſtreſſing poverty; nay, 


ze many times inhumanly perſecuted for 


the world, and the offscouring of all things ®, 
leing deſtitute, affhifed, tormentede: they 
are often full of inward trouble, from an 
bumble conſciouſneſs of their own weak- 


icht of God's countenance : they many 
times are brought to the grave by ſome moſt 
aflictive and painful diſtemper ; and, not a 
few of them, by the violence of wicked 
men; while their poſterity have often been ex- 
poſed to miſery, and their good names been 
given up to reproach, and contempt. Now, 


I ſay, fince the hiſtory, and experience of 


all generations will teſtify, that this is a fair 
repreſentation of the cale ; and ſince, at the 
lame time, it is eaſy to prove that there muſt 
be a ſtrict ſuperintendency of Providence, 


or 


1 Cor. iv, x3 ? Heb, xi, 37. 


righteouſneſs ſake, and treated as the filth of 


nels and unworthineſs, and for want of the 
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or elſe it wou'd be impoſſible for the wor 


and goodneſs are his unalterable will; one 


ſtrengthned by the common conſent of al 


almoſt every where, look'd upon with a. 


ſo univerſally prevailed even in the darkeſt 
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to ſubſiſt as it doth: and it is as evident 
that the great Governour of all things is ne. 
ceſſarily juſt and good, and the rules of Juſtice 


is naturally led to conclude, that ſince there 
is no proper proviſion made in this world 
for the vindication of his righteouſneſs and 
honour ; there will be a ſeaſon of exact and 
impartial retribution hereafter, when al 
theſe things will be ſet right. But, 

4. Tres arguments have been greatly 


ages and nations in the world? ; and that 
we find thoſe particular perſons who hau 
contradicted this general opinion, have been, 


ſtoniſhment and horror, by the reſt of man- 
kind. And, certainly, a principle that has 


times, and among the moſt barbarous na- 
tions in the world, bids fair for a trace that 
was impreſs'd on the human mind at firlt 
by the God of nature, and which was not 
entirely eraſed by the fall. To which | 
muſt add, | 
5. THAT 

P — Ut Deos eſſe natura opinamur, qualeſq; ſint, 
ratione cognoſcimus; fic permanere animos arbitramut 
conſenſu nationum omnium : c. Cic. Tuſc. Duh 


lib. 1. 
4 Omni autem in re conſenſio omnium gentium, lex 


naturæ putanda eſt, 4d. ibid. 
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| | THAT, bad as the world is, and not- 
4 withſtanding the bias wicked men have been 
under, to indulge a hope that they ſhould 
never be brought to account; and notwith- 
landing all the artful and aſſiduous labours 
of Satan and his inſtruments, to remove this 
great barrier of virtue out of the way; yet 
we find it has ſuch an influence on the minds 
of moſt men, as greatly confirms the truth 
of it. Thus the generality we ſee are willing to 
take ſome ſort of meaſures, tho', for the moſt 
part, very wrong ones, to ſecure to themſelves 
|| * future happineſs ; and the moſt harden'd 
1} WY overs, if they would but ſpeak out, would 
xknowledge, that with all their endeavours 
t obliterate the impreſſions they have re- 
cfived, in order to indulge their vicious in- 
cinations with the greater boldneſs and ſecu- 
by; yet they cannot avoid ſome diſturb- 
belt nce, more or leſs, from apprehenſions of 
a ſtate after death, which they are convinced, 
tal there be any, muſt be fatal to them. And 
co ter all the daring impiety of a wicked life 
na bere, and the impudent banter with which 
h 1 ome have treated the world to come, how 
many of theſe poor abandon'd wretches have 
ar ben filled with the utmoſt horror and a- 
ſtoniſhment at the approaches of their diſ- 
lution; and have cried out for the aſſiſtance 
Nef thoſe on their death beds, whom uy 
| | have 
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have abuſed and deſpiſed in the time of thei; 
health. | 
Ap, on the other hand, the obſervation 
of all ages teſtifies, that multitudes of Per- 
ſons have been ſupported under the moſt 
grievous diſtreſſes of life, and the immediate! 
apprehenſions of death itſelf, with the hopes 
of a bleſſed immortality. Nor has this been 
only the caſe of men of great natural co. 
rage, or ſtrong imagination, but of ſuch 
who, from a doubtful mind, or timerons 
heart, have thro' fear of death, been ll 
their life time ſubject to bondage. So that 
we have many inſtances of thoſe, even of the 
weaker ſex, and the more tender age, who, 
from this perſwaſion, and in theſe views 
have launched out of time, and that too 
by the moſt ſhocking kind of tortures that 
a cruel perſecutor cou'd invent, with fere- 
nity of mind, and ſometimes in the greateſt 
tranſports of joy and triumph. 
Tus, Ithink, if we conſult tl Attributes 
of God, the appetite to immortality Which 
is ſo nniverſally blended with human na- 
ture, the inequality of the diſpenſations ol 
Providence in this life, the conſent of all 
nations, and the univerſal influence this opi- 
nion has, more or leſs, on the conſciences 
of mankind, and that eſpecially in the mol 
thoughtful time, in a dying hour, we i 
muc 
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much reaſon to conclude, notwithſtandin 
l the atheiſt would rather wiſh than believe, 
that there is really a ſtate of future rewards 
and puniſhments. But, without dwelling 
any longer on the weak diſcoveries of fallen 
reaſon, | | 

SECONDLY, That divine revelation, 
which comes ſo abundantly recommended 
to us by excellency of its doctrine, the har- 
mony of its parts, the accompliſhment of 
its prophecies, and the evidence of its mira- 
cles, as well as the happy and uniform in- 
fuence it has had upon the hearts and lives 
of true believers in all ages, this wonderful 
revelation, I ſay, has abundantly confirmed 
the important truth under our conſideration; 
and indeed, it is the great deſign and buſineſs 
of it to lead us into the full belief of this 
doctrine, and to make the beſt uſe of it, for 
the glory of God, and our everlaſting ad- 
jantage. 

Tn us we are very early informed that, as 
Enoch walked with God, ſo he was tranſlated 
Into this ſtate of everlaſting bleſſedneſs; he 
was not, for God took him . And as Fob 
obſerves, that the wicked is reſerved to the 
day of deſtruction; and he ſhall be brought 
forth ro the day of wrath*: fo it was the 
chief ſupport of his ſoul under his great 
affüctions, that he knew that: his redeemer 


Gen. v. 24. t Job. xxi. 30. Jed 
ved; 
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lived; and that he ſhould and at the latter 
day upon the earth: and tho after his fein 
worms ſhould deſtroy this body, yet in his 
fleſh he ſhould ſee God: cobom, lays he, J 
ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine eyes ſhall beboll, 
and not another ; tho my reins be conſumed 
within me”. And, as the prophet Jaiab 
deſcribes the puniſhment of the future world, 
by that Tophet which was ordained of old; 
which is deep and large: the pile wheredf i; 
fire and much wood, and the breath of the 
Lord, like a ſtream of brimſtone, doth kin- 
dle it” : fo David plainly aflerts, that te 
wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God* : that he cometh 15 
judge the earth: and be ſhall judge the world 
with righteouſneſs, and the people with hi 
truth: and in many paſſages repreſents, 
in a very lively manner, the future happineſs 
of the juſt, and alſo his own hope. 4; 
for me, ſays he, I will behold thy face in 
righteouſneſs : I ſhall be ſatisfied when I a- 
wake with thy likeneſs :. And Aſaph, after 
all his reaſoning on the proſperity of the 
wicked, comforts himſelf with this, that 
tho' his ſeſh and his heart ſhould fail; yet 
God was the ſtrength of his heart, and his 
portion for ever. The wiſe man aſſerts 
this in the cleareſt terms, when he ſays, _ 
Wi 
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of Mr. Jos RPR CorLLET. 21 
will render to every man according to his 
works®; and that every work, and every ſe- 
cret thing ſhall be brought into judgment, 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil“. 
And it were eaſy to ſhew that this is the 
doctrine of all the prophets, as well as Da- 
wel; who ſays, that many that fleep in the 
duft of the earth ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſt- 
ing life, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting con- 
tempt, Nor need you, I am perſuaded, 
be told how fully this important truth is 
revealed, and what light is given to it, in 
the new teſtament. What conſtant care did 
our Lord take to convince his followers, 
that his k!ngdom was not of this world, 
and to fix their minds on the hope of ever- 
ating bleſſedneſs? What lively repreſenta- 
tions doth he give of the manner of the great 
nd final judgment, and the eternal conſe- 
quences of it *? And as in the words of my 
text, and many other places, he comforted 
his diſciples with the bleſſed hope of the 
enjoyment of himſelf in the world above; 
ſo he aroſe from the dead, and entered into 
the heavenly glory in their view, in order 
to confirm their faith and ours in theſe 
things. Nor need J, ſurely, put you in mind 
how * the apoſtles treat on this ſubject, 

* and 


b Prov, xxiv. 12, © Ecclef. xii. 14. 4 Dan. xii. 2. 
„John xviii. 36, (8ce Mat, ch, xiii. and xvi, and 
XXiv. and xxv. 
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and with what excellent advantage to the 
chriſtian doctrine: nor in what a particy. 
lar manner the circumſtances of manking 
in this awful futurity, both of happineſß, 
and miſery, are deſcribed in the revelation, 
For tho' 70 mortal eye hath ſeen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
of man to form equal conceptions, either 
of the glories or the torments, of an eter. 
nal worlds: yet God has been pleaſed to 
favour us with ſome accounts of each of 
theſe conditions; wherein the ſtrongeſt fi- 
gures are borrowed both from nature, and 
art, and things with which we are con- 
verſant, in order to raiſe the moſt awful 
ideas in our minds, and to make the moſt 
laſting impreſſions upon us, about things of 
ſo vaſt an importance. But I muſt confine 
myſelf, 


II. To the account our Lord gives us, 
in the text, of the future ſtate of bleſſed- 
neſs, prepared for the righteous. In my Fa- 
ther s boufe are many manſions ; if it were nit 
ſo, I wou'd bave told you: 1 go to * 
4 race for you. And, 


FIRST, Then it is an 22 _ very 
proper figure to repreſent the heavenly 


ſtate; ſince this is a conveniency which 
the 


5 1 Cor. ii. 
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the children of men enjoy to much great- 
ter advantage, than the reſt of Gods crea- 


tures here below: and it is intended, no 


doubt, to let us know, 
1. Th Ar the condition of the ſaints in 
the upper world, is a ſettled ſtate, in op- 


polition to that which they are expoſed to 


in this life, which is a travelling condition. 
They are ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earthh, 
are taking many a weary ſtep in their way 
home ; and the wilderneſs they paſs thro' 
will only admit of a tent, which is ſet up 
for a little time, and then taken down 
again; or however, the beſt lodging and 
entertainment they meet with on the road, 
is that of @ way-faring man wha turneth 
gde, to tarry for a night', But, in that 


bleſſed country, there is a ſettled dwelling, 


an houſe prepared for their reception and 
reſidence. Thus 1/rael wandered, for forty 
years in the wilderneſs, in a ſolitary way, 
and they found no city to dwell in; they 
lodg'd in tents in their paſſage, and lived in 
expectation of that land of reſt where 
there was a city of habitation k. But, 

2. Ir repreſents alſo a ſtate of ſafety. 
The traveller is expoſed in his journey to the 
inclemency of the weather, to the exceſſes 
of heat and cold, to ſtorms of wind and 
rain, to rough and tireſome paths, to * 
an 

> Heb, xi, 13. 5 Ifa, xiv, 8. * Pf, cvii. 4—7. 
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and thorns, and perils of robbers and beaſts Nor 
of prey: but when he is got into his habj. ll oc 
tation, he is in a good meaſure ſecure from Ml not 
all theſe. And this is a feint repreſentation WM thi 
of the compleat happineſs of the chriſtian tha 
pilgrim, who, when once he gets home, del 
is delivered from all his doubts and fears, ul 
his errors and corruptions, from the temp. cot 
tations of Satan, and the perſecutions of ue 
cruel men: his trials and afflictions are Me 
then all over, there is an end of all the | 
diſtreſſes of time, and the dangers of the No. 
way ; and he enters into an habitation of 
everlaſting ſecurity. Again, 

3. IT ſignifies alſo a ſtate of great accom- 
modation. On the road to heaven, it is true, 
there are purveyors appointed to ſupply us 
with ſome proviſions as we go along, and 
angels themſelves miniſter to our wants; 
we have ſome manna in the wilderneſs, and 
ſome water out of the rock : but theſe gre 
only the neceſſary ſupplies for our ſupport, in 
our paſſage thro' a ſtrange country; and 
we muſt be content with what accommo- 
dations we meet with, Our food 1s often 
ſo mean, and ill managed, as to give us 
little pleaſure or refreſhment ; and our lodg- 
ing ſo incommodious and uneaſy, as to 
afford us but little reſt : and we are, many 
times, ſo diſordered with the fatigues and 
tears of the way, as not to. reliſh the one, 

NL or 


of Mr. Jos ꝝYH Cor LET. 2g 
or to reſt in the other, be they ever ſo 
good. But when we get home, we ſhall 


things neceſſary, but with every thing 
that may contribute to conveniency and 
delight. For heaven is a houſe plenti- 
fully furniſh'd with a rich variety of ac- 
commodations ; and theſe are all ſuited to 
the circumſtances, character, and taſte of 
the inhabitants. And then, 

4. And laſtly, an houſe is a place of 
continuance, and fo is the habitation above. 
This 3s not the reſt of the people of God: for 
it is not only polluted *, but it muſt ſoon 
le diſſolbed: but there remains one for 


„theme, that will endure for ever. Here 
bey have no continuing city, but they ſeek 
d ee fo come. Their heavenly home is not 


mly an ancient ſtructure, contriped with 
uch divine art, and built with ſuch 
lrength, as to be ſecure againſt all the 
torms and waſtes of time; but it is an 


xd eerlaſting habitation, an houſe not made 
o- Wb hands, eternal in the heavens*, But I 
en aſten, | 


SECONDLY, our Lord calls it his Father's 


us 
g. Wi: and thro' him, it is the houſe of our 
to od and Father. Thus he ſpeaks of this 
1 eged ſtate to Mary Magdalene, juſt after 
nd his 
ge, 


| Mic, ii, 10, = Heb. jv. 9. Ch. xiii, 14. 
or cor. v. 1. Hz | 


not only be provided with a ſupply of all 
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26 A SERMON on the Death 
his reſurrection: go, ſays he, 0 my bre. 
thren, and ſay unto them, I aſcend uny 
my Father and your Father, and to my Gi 
and your God. 

1. TE great Jehovah is the builder of i. 
He is indeed the Creator of the univerſe; 
for as the apoſtle ſays, every houſe is built 
' by ſome man; but he that built all thing 
15 God. And yet ſome under-workmen 
have been employed about our dwellings 
here below, and they have left evident 
marks of their weakneſs, and want of {kill 
in the works they have endeavoured to 
frame, repair, or furniſh for us. But thi 
glorious edifice is, moſt ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
a building of God*; it is the work of God 
alone, and it is the maſter-piece of this 
great architect, with all its furniture and 
accommodations. His infinite abilities ſhine 
forth in every part of the work. Almighty 

wer has laid the foundation of it on the e- 
verlaſting hills; and Jeſus Chrift himſelf is the 
chief corner ſtone *. Infinite wiſdom is diſ- 
play'd in the choice of its ſituation, and in e- 
very part of the ſtructure. Beautiful for fiti- 
ation, the joy of all its inhabitants is mount 
Zion, which is above, the city of the great 
King. If it may be ſaid of the houſe 0 
God below, that its beams are cedar, and 
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of Mr. Jos EPIH CoTr LET. 27 
its rafters are of fir ; that it is overlaid within 
and without with pure gold, and garniſhed 
with precious ſtones, and that it has /afvation 
for its walls and bukwarks* : what figures can 
ſufficiently expreſs the ſtrength, and beauty, 
and glory of this ſtately edifice? The great 
Lord of heaven and earth who built it, has 
alſo furniſhed it, in every reſpect anſwer- 
able to all theſe great perfections of his na- 
ture: and the attendance, and houſe-keep- 
ing within, is every way ſuitable to his in- 
finite goodneſs, and the dignity of his cha- 
rater, as well as the grandeur of the build- 
ing. It ſurpaſſes all the fabricks that ever 
were erected beſides. We have ſeen ſome 
palaces, which have been the work of 
much time, and vaſt expence; and we 
have read of others in profane hiſtory, 
which for coſt and magnificence, almoſt 
exceed all credit; and the facred ſcriptures 
nform us that the houſe of Solomon was 
the wonder of the whole earth: but when 
the King of Kings will build a palace for 
bimſelf and his family, in the realms of 
glory, his boundleſs wiſdom and power 
will take care that it ſhall ſurpaſs all theſe 
things, infinitely more than the tabernacle of 
the ſun does the habitation of a glow worm; 
and his inexhauſtible treaſures will abun- 
is Gently furniſh out the expence. The 
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28 A SERMON on the Death 


world below is the contrivance of his wil. 
dom, and it gloriouſly diſplays his power: 
he laid the foundations of the earth, and the 
beams of his chambers in the waters; he 
ftretched out the heavens as a curtain, and ai 
a tent to dwell ink; and has furniſhed both the 
one and the other, in the aſtoniſhing manner 
in which we behold them. The conveni- 
ency, beauty, and magnificence of the 
temple of old, and the wiſdom with which 
the ſeveral parts of it were adapted to facred 
purpoſes, are convincing proofs of divine 
contrivance and direction; and the goſpel 
church, under the new teſtament, in its 
original purity and glory, is evidently a build. 
ing of God: its foundation is on the rock of 
ages; its architecture is infinitely worthy the 
contrivance of ſuch a builder, and his power 
has been nobly diſplay'd in the execution ot 
every part of the great deſign, and in the 
preſervation of it to this day, But what i 
the glorious fabrick of the natural world; 
what was the palace which Solomon-bullt 
with human hands for the King of heaven, 
tho' on a divine plan; nay, what is the 
goſpel-temple, which has ſo vaſtly exceeded 
that under the law ; when either of them 1s 
compared with the houſe not made wit! 
hands, eternal in the heavens? And then as 
God himſelf has built it, ſo, 

| 1 1 3 


bas Fh civ. 2, 35 5. - x Iſa. xl. 22. 
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2. IT is bis houſe, as it is the place of 


his ſpecial and eternal reſidence. Indeed 


Cod is every where preſent; but here he 
delights to dwell, and to give the cleareſt 


and fulleſt diſcoveries of himſelf: it muſt 


therefore be a ſituation of the moſt exalt- 
ed glory. The Lord took his evening walks 
in the garden of Eden, and that made it a 


paradiſe indeed. A viſionary manifeſtation 
of the divine preſence at Bethel, made the 


patriarch cry out with an awful rapture, This 
1s ſurely none other but the houſe of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven“. When Moſes 
had but a glimps of this glory, and ſaw but 
the back part of the Almighty, as he paſſed 
by, you know the rays of the divine Ma- 
jeſty left ſuch a reflection upon his coun- 
tenance, that the people were afraid to come 
_ nigh him; and he was obliged to put a veil 
on his face, while he delivered his meſſage to 
them *. The Shecinah, the glory that reſted 
on the mercy-ſeat, and that ſometimes filled 
the temple, dignify'd that facred place in a ſtu- 
pendous manner : And when the great apo- 
ſtle of the gentiles was caught up into the third 
heaven, the glory, which he ſaw, and the 
things which he heard, were, it ſeems, beyond 
all human repreſentation, and not lawful in- 
deed to be deſcribed by a mortal tongue *. 
E 2 | The 


Gen. xxviii. 17. E Exod, xxxiv. * 2 Cor. 
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30 A SERMON en the Death 


The account we have of this palace of tho 
great King, in the Revelation, is indeed 
the moſt illuſtrious repreſentation, that was 
ever given to the ſons of men, Its wall, 
it ſeems are jaſper, and its foundations pre. 
cious ſtones ; its gates are pearls, and its pave. 
ment 7s pure gold, like clear glaſs : there is 
no night nor danger there, for the glory 
God lightens it, and the Lamb is the light there. Wii 
of. The pure river of life, that proceeds out Windi 
of the throne, makes all the inhabitants glad; 
and there is a tree which bears twelve man- 
ner of fruits, and whoſe leaves are for the 
2 of the nations. The Lord God A. 
mighty, and the Lamb are the temple of it: 
and the bleſſed inhabitants are all kings and 
prieſts, and they ſhall ſee the face of God, 
his name ſhall be in their foreheads, and they 
ſhall reign for ever and ever*. Something 
may be collected from theſe repreſentations, 
and they fill our minds with the loftieſt ideas 
of which they are capable; but ſtill they 
all come infinitely ſhort of the ſpiritual 
glory of the original itſelf, 
Ass it is God's own reſidence, it muſt be 
ſuited to the dignity of his nature: and this 
alſo aſſures us of its abſolute purity, The 
nobleſt palaces of the princes of this world 
are often polluted with the worſt kinds of 
defilement ; the houſe of God himſelf un- 


ger 
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> Rev. ch. xxi, and xxii. 
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der the old teſtament, tho' appointed for 
the moſt ſacred ſervices, yet was long made 
den of thieves ©; the temple of the Holy Ghoſt 
z often now defiled ; and the goſpel-church 
hath its pollutions: but the houſe not made 


btant. He is of purer eyes than to behold 
wil, and cannot look on iniquity * without 
indignation ; and therefore nothing that de- 


ly-giver of Jrael was commanded to put 
F his ſloes, on drawing nigh the appear- 
ce of God below, and was told the ground 
whereon he ſtood was holy* ; if the ſituation 
of the typical throne under the. law was 
called the holy of holies, and the moſt emi- 
nent prophet of his time, when he ſaw the 
won of the Lord in his temple, and the 
ſraphims. adoring his holineſs, cried out, 
wo 1s me, for I am undone, becauſe I am a 


feople of unclean lips; for mine eyes have ſeen 
tte King, the Lord of hoſts*; what muſt 
be the purity of that ſituation where this holy 
being reſides for eyer, and makes the moſt 
clear and conſtant diſcoveries of himſelf? 


e 

s 

e 

d Acain, fince God keeps his reſidence 

ft a heaven, it muſt certainly be a place of per- 
fect 


? WM fat, .. 13. Hab. i. 13. * Rev, xl. 27, 
Bod. ili, 5. © In, vi. s. 
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with hands above is holy like him that built 
t, and who condeſcends to become its inha- 


files can poſſibly enter there. If the great 


nan of unclean lips; and I dwell among a 
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32 A SERMON on the Death 

fect happineſs; becauſe there are the cleareſ 
manifeſtations of his glory, and the greateſt 
intimacy is to be obtain'd with him. Ther 
we ſhall ſee him nigh, and not afar of, 
fee him as he is", and be like him. All the 
ſpiritual family will be there gathered toge. 
ther, to enjoy an everlaſting feſtival ; and the 
elegance and plenty of the entertainment 
will be a proper diſplay of the dignity o 
hs character, and the bounty of his hear 
that provides it. If the meaneſt reptile j 
taken care of by God's providence, and te 
young ravens are fed when they cry, if al 
the tenants of his vaſt eſtate below, are com- 
tortably provided for ; what muſt be the 
plenty of his manſion-houſe above? There 
is manna in abundance, and r:vers of pleaſu 

run at his right hand for ever more. Al 
the bleſſed inhabitants are abundantly ſatiſ 
fied with the fatneſs of that houſe, and the 
drink freely of thoſe ſacred pleaſures". 


Bu r it muſtalſo to this be added, that th 


houſe where God himſelf reſides, is to be 
_ ſure a place of perfect ſafety. No enem 
can injure, no thief can break thro' and fied 
and, in one word, the blefledneſs is eternal 
As God has built it, and he dwells there 
who is unchangeable, and endures for ever 


ſo muſt the habitation of his a too 
an 


b x John iii. 2, Pfal. cxlvii. 9. * Pfal, xvi. 11 


: Pal, evi. 8. 
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Many of the palaces of the greateſt princes 
telt pon earth, with all their ſtrength and 
telt erandeur are utterly deftroy'd, and the reſt 
re guſt all ſubmit to the injuries and ruin of 
time ; nay, both the firſt, and ſecond tem- 
ple are now no more, neither is there one 
ſtone of either of theſe glorious fabricks 
ft upon another. The world itſelf muſt 
give way, in this reſpect, the foundations of 
it will e'er long be ſhaken, and the ele- 
ments will melt with fervent beat: the 
planets muſt quit their orbits, the fun and 
moon be ſwallowed up in obſcure darkneſs, 
and all nature fall into one common ruin: 
but in the midſt of all this wreck of worlds, 
the glorious palace above will ſtand faſt; 
and when millions of ages have rolled on, 
is ſtrength, and beauty, and glory, and 
plenty will continue ſtill the ſame, and like 
the great houſeholder endure for ever. 
And tho the goſpel- church with all its out- 
ward forms and ordinances, and with all its 
inconveniences and diſtreſſes too, muſt give 
way, yet the church triumphant can admit 
of no revolution, nor end. But I proceed; 
 TxIRDLY, there are many manſions in this 
ſtately palace. | 
Taz original word here rendered man- 
lons ®, ſignifies abiding, dwelling places; 
they are places to dwell in, and laſting 
dwellings. 


= Marat. 
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dwellings. The word is, I think, uſed ng 
where in' the new teſtament but only in 
this place, and in the 230 verſe of this chap 
ter; where our Lord ſays, F à man Iny 
me, he will keep my words: and my Father 
701 I love him, and we will come unto lin, 
and male our abode with him". 80 tha 
this confirms and illuſtrates what has been 
already ſaid, of the duration of this bleſſed. 
neſs: for as the palace itſelf is a laſting 
building, and the great Lord of it dwell 
in it for ever; ſo all its ſeveral apartment, 
with all their furniture and proviſions, and 
thoſe that dwell in them, endure for ever 
alſo, They will then have no occaſion to 
complain as David, and other faints haye 
often done here below ; we are ſtrangers 
before thee, and ſejourners, as all our fathers 
were, our days are as a ſhadow, and ther: 
is none abiding * : for they will no longet 
dwell in houſes of clay, but they will enjoy 
eternal youth and vigour, and their habita- 
tions will be everlaſting. 

'AnD then, as theſe manfons are durable, 
ſo there are many of them: which ſeems 
intended, 

1. To repreſent the PRI and the 
extent of the bleſſedneſs of the upper-world. 
It muſt be a * houſe that has mary 


apartments in it, How common is it for 
the 


* —Morlv ef dura ,b M. 1 Chro. xxix, 15. 
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the inhabitants of this world to complain 
of the ſtraitneſs of their dwellings, and the 
narrow limits of their poſſeſſions? Nor is this 
the caſe only of private perſons, who often 
envy the ſituation of their neighbours, and 
encroach upon their properties: but the 
moſt extenſive dominions will not ſatisfy an 
ambitious mind; and what confuſions this 


dB tas occaſioned among mankind all hiſtory 
g WW teſtifies : we read even of one prince, that 
ls he lamented the narrowneſs of his domini- 


ons, when he had conquered all the known 
world. Nor doth this ariſe only from the 
unbounded avarice and ambition of human 
nature, but alſo from the incapacity of any 


reniences will be removed in his Father's 
e; that tho' the family will be very large, 
there will be room enough; and tho” the 
lefires of the inhabitants will increaſe in 
proportion to their advancement, yet there 
ml be abundant proviſion to fatisfy them 
ll: for the happineſs of that ſtate is an 
cean, without a brink, and without a bot- 
om, a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
gory . And, . 
2. Ty1s mode of expreſſion ſeems intend- 
dalſo, to let us know, that this happineſs will 


2 Cor. iv. 17. 


* - 

2 O 
— 
DF 


thing here below to give a reaionable ſatiſ- 
faction to an immortal mind. Our Lord 
therefore lets us know, that all theſe incon- 


be 
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be accommodated to the circumſtances ſitu- 
ation, employment, and taſte of AY par- 
deb lar inhabitant. 

THz tabernacle and temple of old had 
their various apartments, there was the 
outward, and the inward court, the tre- 
ſury, and the prieſts chambers, and there 
was the holy of holies: and ſo in this magnificent 
building there is the court of God himſelf 

with his throne high and hfted up; not only 
the manſion of the divine Father, but of 
the Son alſo, who is repreſented in ſcripture 
as ſeated at the right hand of the throne, 
in the heavenly places*, far above all prin- 
cipality, and power, and might, and domi- 
nion, and every name that is named there: 
and the holy ſpirit is likewiſe ſaid to dwell 
before the ſame throne *, This inhoſpitable 
world, indeed, afforded the bleſſed Jeſus but 
very poor entertainment, in the days of hi 
humiliation. He complains that the fox 
had Holes, and the birds of the air had ne 
while he, who created the world, and wa 
the great Lord of it, found not a 1 
it, where to lay his bead*, His tabernadk 
of fleſh was "elf taken down, and tha 
with moſt painful and ignominious circum 
ſtances; but in the world above he has 4 
glorious body, and a * in all reſpett 


ſuited 


— — 3 ů . As „ "06 * rh 


t Heb. viii. 1, * Eph, i. 20. 21, © Rev. i. 
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fuited to his character, as the Son of God, 
and the great Saviour of the church. 


ANGELS, in all their various forms and 


orders, have their ſeveral tabernacles of glory 
alſo: cherubim and ſeraphim, and all the 
potentates and powers above have, no doubt, 
nanſions of honour and bleſſedneſs ſuited to 
their various degrees, and the ſeveral ranks 
they hold in the armies of the Almighty, 
and in the court of heaven, 


Nok can I ſee any reaſon to doubt, that 


there will be different degrees of ſituation 
and glory, among the ſaints in that world. 
All ſhall be full of bleſſedneſs, in propor- 
tion to their ſeveral capacities, and deſires; 
and no inhabitant there, will be uneaſy with 


his own circumſtances, or envy his neigh- 


bour, and covet his poſſeſſions and enjoy- 
ments. But the ſcripture ſeems plainly, 
I think, to encourage us to believe, that the 


reward above will be proportioned to the 


progreſs the ſaints have made in grace and 
uſefulneſs here below. And, methinks, it 
afords a very delightful proſpect, when we 
contemplate the world of heaven as fully 
peopled, with the hundred and forty and 
four thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands, 
a great multitude of all nations, and kite 


dreds, and people, and tongues, which no 


nan can number"; and yet every free- 
2 holder 


» Rev. vii, 9. 
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38 A SERMON on the Death 
holder in that country, in poſſeſſion of his 
own inheritance; the patriarchs and pro- 
phets“ in their ſeveral ſeats of glory, the 
apoſtles of our bleſſed Lord on their twelve 
thrones*, and the faithful miniſters of the 
goſpel, who have turned many to rigbteouſ. 
neſs, ſhining as the flars for ever and ever. 
And, as there is one glory of the ſun, and 
another of the moon, and another of the ſtars, 
and as one ſtar differs from another in gb. 
ry *, ſo we ſhall, I doubt not, there ſee every 
particular believer in his own manſion, 2 
glory accommodated to his particular cir- 
cumſtances, and the progreſs he had made 
in true religion here below. And, no doubt, 
this extent of bliſs, this variety and order, will 
greatly contribute to the happineſs and glory 
of the whole aſſembly. But, 
Foukx THL, It is a prepared glory. 
You eaſily perceive that this mode of 
expreſſion is uſed, in order to give us flil 
a higher idea of the bleſſedneſs of heaven, 
Thus when, on the other hand, the prophet 
T/atah wou'd ſet eternal miſery in the fulleſt 
view, and awaken the moſt dreadful ap- 
prehenſions of it in the minds of the people, 
be calls it Tophet, which was prepared of 
o. And to the ſame purpoſe, Chrij 
himſelf ſpeaks of it, as the fire prepare 
: or 
Mat. viii. 11. * chap, xix, xxviii, 7 Dan, xii. 3 
"7 Cor. . 11. * Is, xxx. 33. 
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fir the devil and bis angels. And as ex- 


team miſery is thus deſcribed, ſo the ſpiri- 
wal proviſions of the goſpel are ſet forth, 
in the proverbs, as a banquet prepared by 
wiſdom for us ©: and thus alſo the great 
houſeholder in the goſpel is repreſented, as 
having prepared his dinner, having killed his 
wen, and his fatlings, and made all things 
ready *, So here, the ſtate of ultimate bleſſed- 
neſs is not, it ſeems, a building ſuddenly 
nis d, but it has been a long time getting 
ready: it is a kingdom prepared for the 
nts, From before the foundation of the 
wrld*, The great and noble ſyſtem of this 
lower world, with its inhabitants and fur- 
niture, its armaments, and luminaries, was 
the product of the divine word, and the 
work but of fix days. Now, tho' nothing 
b too difficult for omnipotency ; yet, no 
doubt, the repreſentation in our text is de- 
yned to raiſe in our minds more exalted 
deas of that bliſs, than any of the works 
of God, which fall under our view, can 
poſſibly furniſh us with. And what, in- 
deed, muſt that ſtate be, which infinite 


viſdom, power, and goodneſs has been 


zetting ready from all eternity? Thoſe who 


ae to poſſeſs this bleſſedneſs are preparing 


for it: for, that God might make known the 
riches 


Mat. xxv. 41. Prov. ix. Mat. xxii. * 


Mat. xxv. 34. 
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40 A SERMON on the Death 
riches of his glory on the veſſels of mercy e 
hath made ready a peoples, and afore pre. 
pared them unto glory*. And thus then, a; 
the weſſels are prepared for this glory; ſo 
the glory itſelf with which they are to be 
filled, is alſo prepared. As the peculiar 
manifeſtation of God's own glory in the 
world above, is repreſented in the ſcripture, 
as a throne which the Lord hath prepare 
for himſelf, in the heavens *® : fo the fulleſt 
evidence of his regard to his people, and 
that he is not aſhamed to be called their Gul, 
is ſet forth by this, that he hath prepared fir 
them a city* : a ſtate of bliſs beyond all hu- 
man deſcription! for eye hath not feen mr 
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the 
| heart of man to conceive, what God hath 
prepared for them that. love him k. And, 
2. As this aſſures us of the greatnelis of 
this*glory ; ſo it does of its ſuitableneſs too, 
and how admirably it will be adapted to the 
circumſtances, and capacities of every in- 
habitant. When our Lord came down 
from heaven, and took our nature, in order 
to ſatisfy for our fins, a body was prepared 
for him, ſuited to his character, and ſuffer- 
ings, and effectually fitted to anſwer the ends 
of that atonement he was about to offer 
up. And thus, in the caſe before us, he 
acquaints 
Luke i. 17. f Rom. ix, 23, * Pal, ciii. 1. 
Heb. xi. 16. 1 ot. ü. 
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xcquaints the ſons of Zebedee, that they 
ſhou'd drink indeed of his cup, and be bap- 
tized with ſufferings like his: but to fit on 
his right hand, and on his left, that, ſays he, 
is nof mine to give, but it ſhall be given to 
them, for whom it is prepared of my Father“. 
But this leads me to obſerve, 

FIFTHLY, that this bleſſedneſs is pre- 
fared by Chriſt, and this is part of that work 
for which he is aſcended up on high : I go, 
lays he, to prepare a place for you. 

NoTHING ſurely cou'd be more ada 
ted to enlarge our expectations of the glory 
of the upper- world, than this expreſſion. 
And this will abundantly appear, if we ſtop 
2 moment, and conſider, who it is that 
has undertaken 70 prepare this glory for us: 
not a meer man, not the wiſeſt, richeſt, no- 
bleſt of the human kind: no, nor an angel 
of the higheſt order neither; but the Son 
of God himſelf, and ſo poſſeſſed of all thoſe 
attributes which render him capable of pro- 
viding a bleſſedneſs, that is perfect in its na- 
ture, and eternal in its duration; and one, 
who is alſo the ſon of man, and ſo engaged, 


by the participation of our nature, and the 


ſpecial friendſhip he bears to us, to ſee all 


the purpoſes of everlaſting love, concerning 


us, accompliſhed to our greateſt advantage. 


The immenſe treaſures of heaven are all 
oe; at 
Mat. xx, 23. 
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42 A SERMON on the Death 
at his diſpoſal ; all the rich materials of the 


univerſe are his own; every under-work. 


man, either in this world or that above, iz 
his ſervant ; he has a genius and capacity 
equal to all the difficulties of the work, 3 
greatneſs of mind anſwerable to its mag- 
nificence; and then his love and goodness 
have no bounds: nay, as he is our fayi- 
our, our head, and elder brother, the gran- 
deur of this building is become his own in- 
tereſt and glory; and it will certainly beat 
a ſuitable proportion to the dignity of his 
character, the greatneſs of bis eſtate, and 
the love he bears to all the family. But more 
particularly, 
1, IT muſt be very glorious, if you con- 
fider what ſamples our great Lord has al- 
ready given of his infinite capacity and good- 
neſs, The world which we inhabit, even 
in all the ruinous diſorder in which we now 
behold it, and which was occafioned by 
the rebellion of its firſt inhabitants, gives 
us noble proofs of the great abilities and 
bounty of him that form'd it. The earth 
and ſeas, the continents and iflands, the 
woods and rivers, with all their various pro- 
duct for uſe and ornament, the ſeveral ſpe- 
cies of inhabitants with which this world 
is peopled, and the variety of habitations 
prepared for their reception, and proviſions 
for their ſupport, are all noble pron 7 
as 


of Mr. Jos EN Cort - 
capacity of the great God. And theſe migh- 


cribed to our Lord Feſus Chriſt; he, in the 
krinning, laid the foundation of the earth, 
ond the heavens are the work of his hands + 
al things were made by bim; and without 
lin was not any thing made that was made. 
e form'd the various meteors in all their 


fons for the ſtars, and garniſhed the heavens 
nth thoſe lamps of glory; he appointed 
the moon its habitation, and he prepared 2 
ubernacle for the ſun®. The garden of the 
rd, that was provided for our firſt pa- 
Tcts in the rectitude of their nature, was 
lan d out in all its beauty, by his contri- 
ance, and planted with that rich profu- 
mn of delicate flowers and fruits by his 


ſe inviſible principalities and powers were 
rated by Chrift* : and all the thrones on 
ch they fit, and the innumerable manſions 
Iflory in which they dwell, were framed, 
d pitched by him. He led the children 
t I/rae] thro' the wilderneſs, and provided 
ret for them in the land of promiſe. The 
opel church with all its gifts and ordi- 
ances, with all its graces and its promiſes, are 


Col. i, 16. 
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us already been obſerved, of the infinite 


y works are all in the ſacred ſcriptures aſ- 


2 


ronderful appearances ; he provided man- 


wuntiful hand. Nay the angels of God, 


Heb. i. 10, John, j. 3. n 4. 
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44 A SERMON on the Death 


the fruit of his blood, and the workman- 
ſhip of his hands. What then muſt th: 
glory of thoſe manſions be, how far beyond 
all imagination, which he is preparing for 
the members of his myſtical body above, and 
in which he intends to make the fulleſt dif. 
play of his perfections? And this will ye 

appear farther, 5 Baz 
2. FRoM a conſideration of the love hi 
bears to his people. They are his portin, 
and Jacob is the lot of his inberitance 
and his love to them is ſtrong and laſtin 
like himſelf; many waters have not bet 
able to quench it, nor the floods to drown it 
He has loved them from everlaſting *, ani 
he loves them to the end*, If his very ene 
mies, by his forbearance, have, for a time 
ſuch ſeats of eaſe and honour in this world 
what muſt he have prepared for the repo 
and comfort of his friends, after all the i 
tigues, and ſorrows, and ill treatment, tht 
have met with in their way home? If angel 
to whoſe nature he was never allied, dwel 
in ſuch habitations, and fit on ſuch throne 
of glory; what will he not provide ft 
his brethren, for thoſe who are bone of | 
bone, and fleſh of his fleſh? Let it be co 
dered, what proofs he has given of his lon 
in the things he hath already done for them 
| | 2 


Deut. xxxii. 9. = Cant, vill. 7. fer. xxxi. 
t John. xi, 1. | 
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and ſurely we may from thence form ſome 
ſmall eſtimate of what he will yet beſtow 
upon them. For their ſakes he has hitherto 
ſpared a rebellious world from immediate 
deſtruction; for their ſakes he has conſtant- 


ly held the reins of providential government 


in his own hand, by which all things have 
been managed and regulated, from the be- 
rinning of time to this day. And what is 


ill this when compared with the ſtupend- 


dus undertaking of his grace for their ſal- 
tion? For their ſakes he became incar- 
nate; the great God of heaven became a 
poor afflicted dying man! His love to his 
church brought him down from the realms 
of glory, engaged him to travel thro' the 
weary wilderneſs of this life, and to ſub- 
mit patiently to all the injuries he met with 
in our world: for their ſakes innocency it- 
{lf was willing to be adjudged as guilty, 
the Lord of life and glory was willing to go 
down into the chambers of death, and the 
fountain' of all bleſſings was contented to be 
made @ curſe", Let us but ſeriouſly attend 
o the unparallel'd hiſtory of our Redeemer's 
frrows, his ſufferings, and death, what 
he underwent from men, and from devils, 


and from God himſelf, ben he trod the 


wine preſs of divine wrath alone” : let us 
but reflect — a fortitude that was to be 
G 2 ſhaken 


3 « Gal, lil, 13. Ia, iii. 3. 
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46 A SERMON on the Death 


ſhaken by no terrors, a patience that ng 
kind of torture could diſturb, a love that 
ingratitude itſelf could neither extinguiſh, 
nor abate; and then judge what ſort of ul. 
timate glory that will be, which is provid. 
ed for thoſe, on whoſe account he thyz 
 bumbled himſelf*. If, for their ſakes, he 
has tbro death overcome him that had tle 
power of death”, and vanquiſhed the gud of 
this world in his own territories ; ſurely, 
that muſt be a glorious life indeed, which 
he has won for them, at ſo dear a rate; 
and which will be the triumphant re. 
ward of ſuch a conqueſt, Nor muſt we 
forget what he has already done in them, 


as well as for them. Has he taken away 


the ſtony heart out of their fleſh, and given 
them hearts of fleſh*? Has he exerted his 
power and love in fo divine a manner, a 
to create in them he new creature, to tran- 
ſlate them out of darkneſs into marvellui 
light *, out of the bondage of Satan into the 
liberty of the children of God ©? Has he ſent 
the comforter into their hearts, and given 
them already, even in this vale of tears, that 
ace of conſcience, which paſſes all under- 
Handing“? Has he planted them in his houſe 
below, and fed them with manna from a- 
| bove, 


Phil. ii. S. » Heb. ii. 14, * Ezek, xi. 19 
* 2 Cor. v. 17. Col. i. 13. 1 Pet, 2. ix. Ron: 
rü. 21. 4 Phil. iv. 7. 
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bove, even while they were groaning under 
a body of fin ? Doth he ſeat them at his fable, 
pread it with bleſſings, and make their cup 
over flo Are they ſometimes, even in this 
ſinfulsKorld, brought into his banqueting 
bouſe, and is his banner of love over tbem? 
Do they ſee the King in his galleries, and do 
they walk with him in his garden of ſpices ? 
Doth he now and then, even in this wilder- 
neſs, bring them up to mount Piſgah and 
give them a view of the good land and Leba- 
1? What then are the enjoyments he has 
been preparing for them of old, and from 
everlaſting, which will be the bleſſed iſſue 
of all their toils, and ſorrows, the fruit of 
his own unſpeakable ſufferings, and the pub- 
lic and eternal evidence, before all worlds, 
of his wiſdom, power and love! Let but 
theſe things be duly conſidered, with all 
the kindneſs he expreſſed to his diſciples 
when on earth, the precious promiſes he has 
left on record,” the work in which he is now 
employ'd at the throne, and the conſtant care 
he has hitherto taken of his church in gene- 
ral, and every individual member of it in 
particular ; and then let us try to conceive, 
if we can, of the great things he has prepa- 
red tor them in the world to come, 
Our Lord FJeſus Chriſt has given ſuch 
abundant proofs of his omnipotent, and in- 


* Cant. ii. 4. 
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48 A SERMON- on the Death 


ſtantaneous power, that, if he had pleaſed, 
he could by one ſingle at, have planted a 
garden of everlaſting fragrancy and delight, 
or called a well framed and fortified city, or 
a beautiful palace into exiſtence for the re- 
ception of his choſen people, in a moment, 
One word from him wou'd command rivers 
of bliſs to flow eternally, and furniſh the ta- 
ble of heaven with a rich plenty of immortal 
dainties: but to awaken our expectation, and 
extend our hopes, the happineſs of the fu- 
ture ſtate is repreſented as a work of much 
time,or rather a houſe which has been fitting 
up from everlaſting : and that by no leſs hand, 

than that of Chriſt himſelf, And then, 
He is gone to prepare this bleſſedneſs for 
his friends and family. He 1s pleaſed to 
ſpeak of himfelf, as of one of the compa- 
ny in a journey, who is gone before, to get 
all things in readineſs for the reſt, who are 
left behind on the road. Or like he ark in 
the wilderneſs, which was an evident type of 
the great harbinger of the church, he 1s 
gone before, to ſearch out a reſting- place 
for his people *, He is the firſt born from 
the dead s, the firſt fruits of them that ſlept ®; 
the grave could not detain him; he has burſt 
its bands, and broken its power by his re- 
ſurrection: and when the happy day of ge- 
neral releaſe comes, it will be able to hold 
= | them 


Num. x. 33. * Col. i. 18. Þ® x Cor, xv. 20. 
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them no longer. The heavens opened to 


receive him, and he has carried their nature 


up to glory. The forerunner 1s for them 
entered, even Jeſus, made an high prieſt for 
ever after the order of Melchizedeck'; and 
the choſen generation, the royal prieſthood will 
follow. As the patterns of things before 


were purified with blood, ſo our high prieſt 


is entered, not into the holy places made with 
hands, which are figures of the true; but 
into heaven itſelf, there to appear in the pre- 
ſence of God for us; and he is not gone with- 
cut blood; nor yet with the blood of bulls and 
goats, but with his own blood *, the blood of 
ſprinkling, which ſpeaks better things than 
that of Abel" : with this he purges, and pre- 
pares even theſe heavenly places themſelves 
for us. Thus alſo as the good ſhepherd, 
who has given his life for the ſheep *, he is 


gone before to prepare the fold for his dear 


flock: as the Captain of our ſalvation, he 
is entered into the reward of all his toils and 
conqueſts; and he is there preparing a ſeat 


of glory for every victorious follower. In 


one word, as the head and repreſentative of 
the church, and as the heir and elder brother 
of the family, he is entered upon the poſſeſſi- 
on; and all his brethren, and coheirs muſt fol- 
low, Thus he prepares this glorious habi- 

„ tation 


| Heb. vi. 20. * Heb. chap. 3 Chap. xli. 24. 
* John x. 1. && 10. 
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co ASE RMO on the Death 
tation for his people by taking poſſeſſion of it, 
by ſprinkling it with his blood, by employing 
all his intereſt with the Father, by ufing 
all his own divine attributes, his influence 
on the ſpirit, and his abſolute power over 
all the inhabitants of that world, to con- 
tribute to their happy reception, and ineffable 
and eternal glory there. | 

In this manner our great Lord prepare 
his faints for heaven and heaven for them: 
he doth it like himſelf ; the happineſs will 
be adapted to their nature, both with reſpect 
to body and mind; and as their intellectual 
and fpiritual powers will be improved in the 
moſt exalted manner ; fo they will be fur- 
niſh'd with the moſt ſuitable and delightful 
entertainment. And fince much of rational 
happineſs conſiſts in ſociety, our Saviour has 
taken care we ſhall have good company; 
ſuch whoſe nature and temper, whoſe ho- 
lineſs and glory will render them perfectly 
agreeable. It affords a chriſtian now no 
{mall pleaſure, to read what hiſtory has pre- 
ſerved of the lives of ſuch, as have been e- 
minent for faith and holineſs, in diſtant ages 
of the world ; but what delight will it afford, 
to converſe with them perſonally, in the 
perfection of that holineſs, and the glory 
of that falvation, which was the end of their 
faith and hope? To walk with Enoch, and 
with Noab, and hear their account not only 


of 
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of the affairs of the old world, but of their 
own communion with God in that dark 
time? to converſe with the Father of the 
faithful, in that ſtate, where his faith has 
received its full reward, and has given place 


with his vail removed, and his face ſhinin 

with ſuperiour ſplendor, to what the 1/-aelites 
beheld, when he deſcended from the mount? 
to behold him as he ſervant, bowing to the 
ſn, and, with the greateſt pleaſure, acknow- 


bring us to Chriſt ®? to hear the ſweet Singer 


of heaven, and tuning his harp, in the midſt 
of a conſort of ſaints and angels, to the ſong 
of Moſes, and of the Lamb? to ſee Iſaiah, 
who once trembled at the vifion 9, approach 
the 7hrone itſelf with boldneſs, having his 
n purged with the blood of Feſus? O ra- 
ning delight! how is the heart of a be- 
lever warmed, with a diſtant, and very im- 
perfect repreſentation of theſe things? And 
boy much more delightful ſtill will that bleſ- 
e fociety be, when we conſider, that the apo- 
h les of the new teſtament will be join'd 
c With the patriarchs and prophets of the old? 
ua who can conceive the pleaſure it will af- 
ir bord to converſe with Peter, clothed with that 
d Mubernacle in its glory, which he once wil- 
y „Gal. iii, 24. Rev. xv. 3. 41. vi. 3. 
of „ | lingly 


to viſion ? to ſee the great law-giver of ae 


elging that the Jaw was but a ſchoolmaſter to 


if Iſrael offering up his praiſes in the ſtrains 


_— — — - 


lingly put off for the cauſe of his dent 


and, in one word, to converſe with thok 


often taken ſweet counſel, in this imperfed 
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Maſter ? with John, in all the improvement 
he has made in the divine grace of love? 
and to ſee the great apoſtle of the gentile, 
dreſs d in the rich apparel of his Redeemer 
righteouſneſs, and in the poſſeſſion of that 
crown which inſpired him with ſuch dil. 
gence and courage in the warfare here he. 
low; and which was laid up for bim again| 
that day? to ſee him thus triumphing in the 
midſt of a numerous circle of converts 
brought home to Chriſt from many nati- 
ons, by his miniſtry ? to behold that arny 
of martyrs of whoſe faith, and patience, and 
fortitude we have heard ſo much; an innu- 
merable multitude of thoſe meſſengers if 
peace, whoſe feet have been beautiful upm 
theſe mountains; and ſome of whom hate 
been the inſtruments of our own ſalvation! 


of our fellow chriſtians with whom we hare 


ſtate? and to find them, as well as ourlſelves, 
deliver'd from every imperfection, and {t 


entirely free from thoſe difagreeable circum-Wil 4 
ſtances, which often interrupted our inti-¶ m 
macy here below? nay, to find many ſoub 5 
there which we little expected? and to mecthiff ,. 
all this triumphant aſſembly in an entire, 
harmony of Judgment and affection, wic i 


{hal 
* Ia. lil, 7. 
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ſhall admit of no abatement for ever? Theſe 
are bleſſed circumſtances of the heaven] 
ſtate; and they are greatly heightened and = 
improved, when we conſider, that the glori- 
fied ſaints will be united with the angelic 
world. What an inconceivable pleaſure 
muſt it afford to behold thoſe princes, and 
jotentates, thoſe thrones and powers, cheru- 
him and ſerapbim, thoſe mighty angels who 
excel in wiſdom and in ftrength*, and who 
have been the miniſters of providence and 
grace in this world; who have ſupported 
kingdoms, and have overturned them, at- 
the divine command, and as ſubſerved the 
intereſt of Chriſt and of his church; who 
have been miniſtring ſpirits to the heirs of 
alvation*? and with thoſe in particular, who 
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have been our own kind and faithful guar- 17 
dans thr& this vale of tears? Such company 4 il 
muſt needs make heaven very delightful ; 17 


to obſerve the order and harmony, the light | Fl 
and love of this innumerable multitude, and 5 0 
to converſe with them with holy freedom 
and intimacy. But all this comes infinitely 
ſhort of the pleaſure we ſhall conceive, in 
the ſight of our dear and glorified Lord: 
for he is gone before to prepare a place for 
us, that we may be with him where he is, 
and may behold his glory*. Notwithſtand- 
ing all the contempt he met with from 


H 2 wicked 


' Plal, ciij, 20. t Heb. i. 14. John xvii, 24, 
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wicked men, while he was here upon earth, 
yet the worſt of them were obliged ſome- 
times to confeſs, that he pale as never man 
babe “: his own diſciples were often ra- 
viſh'd with his converſe, in his ſtate of hu- 
miliation ; and you know when ſome of 
them ſaw him in his transfigured circum, 
ſtances, they were ſo delighted, that they 
ſeem to have been almoſt willing to have 
fat down ſatisfied with that heaven, and to 
ſeek none higher. Who then ſhall ſay what 
kind of joy that will be, to ſee that very 
Jeſus who wept and bled for us; not 
mourning over the obſtinacy of his ene- 
mies, nor the weakneſs and folly of his 
friends; not ſweating blood in the garden, 
nor ſcourged by Pilate, and mocked by 
Herod, and his men of war ; not bending 
under the weight of his croſs, nor bleeding 
on it at Golgotha; but, in thoſe exalted cir- 
cumſtances at the right hand of the throne, 
where he ſhines in all the glory of the boly 
angels, in the glory of his divine Father, and 
in all bis own glory*? O how might our 
thoughts enlarge here! Blefled ſituation! 
where we ſhall ee Chriſt as be is, ſee the 
brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the ex- 
preſs image of his perſon * ; ſee our own nature 
thus exalted, and united to the great God of 
nature! O what majeſty and grace, what love 


and 


John vii, 46, * Luke ix. 26, 7 1 John iii. 2 
' 2 Heb. i. 3. 3 | 


of Mr. Jos En Cor IE T. gg 
nd glory will ſhine in that radiant counte- 
nance! O how will every human heart, in that 


tim as his friends and favourites; to receive 
fom his own hand all the treaſures he has 
obtained for us, at the vaſt rate of his ſuffer- 
ugs and blood, what conſummate happi- 
refs will this be? Chriſt is all- to a be- 
lever here; and when he has but ſome re- 
mote views of him, and can but hear his 
wice at a diſtance, he is happy in the midſt 
o a frowning world; what then will be the 
meaſure of his bliſs, when he ſhall not ſee 
tim tbro a glaſs darkly, but face to face*? 
when, thro' his mediation, he ſhall have a 
full view of the reconciled face of the divine 
Father, and partake of the light and com- 


be ſhall converſe with his beloved Lord, not 
by the aid of figures and of ordinances ; 


fr ever? But then, | 

IXTHLY, The laſt particular of the 

pine of this ſtate, which Chri/t gives 

s, in the words of the text, is, the cer- 

unty and ſecurity of it; which is built on 
-"> 


Col. iii, 11. 1 Cor, xiii. 12, * 1 John. iii. 2. 


grat aſſembly, exult in its relation to him, 
z the member of ſuch a head! Thus to 
ſe Jeſus, to be with him, to converſe with 


fort of the Spirit without meaſure ? when 


but with the ſtricteſt, neareſt, fulleſt inti- 
macy, and ſpall be hike him too, and that 
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his own faithfulneſs. Fit had not been ſe 
ſays he, I would have told you. 
Ay it will appear that there was ſuff. 
cient argument in this expreſſion to engage 
the credit of the diſciples, if we conſider, that 
our Saviour had, all along, while on earth 
not only approved himſelf to be he faith. 
ful and true witneſs* ; but it had evidently 
appeared that he was he truth* itſelf, the 
true God and eternal life *. All that he had 
told the world by the lips of his prophet, 
and other methods of revelation, had been, 
from time to time, punctually fulfilled: 
and he was ſtrictly faithful in his own per- 
ſonal miniſtry; he dealt with great and 
ſmall, with prieſts and people, with the 
moſt ſteady and conſtant regard to truth, 
tho it expoſed him to much perſecution; 
ſuch was the probity of his converſation, 
and ſo free were his lips from any guile?, 
* he never flatter'd the moſt powerful and 
angerous enemy, nor the moſt kind and 
affectionate friend: and this ſhould have {a 
tisſied the diſciples, and ſhould convince us, 
that the promiſe of eternal life ſhall certainly 
be accompliſhed. He faithfully and punctu- 
ally foretold his own ſufferings, and death, his 
reſurrection, and the aſtoniſhing things which 
were to follow; and all came exactly to 
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paſs: and therefore he ought to be believed 
in theſe things which concern the future 
glory of his church, how difficult ſoever it 
may be for fleſh and blood to receive them. 
His diſciples, by following the opinion of 
many of the Fews concerning the Metab, 
and blending the prophecies which relate to 
his ſecond coming together with thoſe which 
concern his firſt appearance, and by enter- 
taining carnal notions about his glory, and 
that of his church, had ran into great miſ- 
takes; and had pleas'd themſelves much 
with the expectations of temporal grandeur 
in this kingdom, which they apprehended 
he was about to ſet up in this world. But tho' 
this opinion was ſo pleaſing to fleſh and blood, 
and the contradicting it was ſo diſagreeable to 
them, yet he faithfully and conſtantly oppoſ- 
ed it: and ſo we may juſtly conclude, if their 
had been no heaven, no bleſſedneſs to come, 
he ond as faithfully have told them 6. 
He propheſied the deſtruction of his own 
nation, the ruin of their ſtate and temple ; 
and it all came punctually to paſs. He had 
juſt now foretold the doom of Judas, and 
Judas went to his place® accordingly ; and 
therefore there was the greateſt reaſon in the 


world to believe him, when he ſaid he was 


going to prepare a ſuitable one, à place of 
eternal reſt and happineſs for his dear and 


faithful 
„ Acts. i. 25. 35 
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88 A SERMON on the Death 
faithful followers. He frequently put his 
diſciples in mind of the grievous ſufferings 
they ſhould go thro'; nay, he has left it 
upon record, that all his people, in every ge. 
neration, ſhall paſs thro' fribulation and 
perſecution * in this world ; that they who 
follow him muſt deny themſelves, and dai) 
take up the croſs" here, if they will reigy 
with him hereafter : and the treatment of 
believers, in all ſucceeding generations, has 
abundantly verified theſe predictions. And 
therefore, if there had been no future bleſ- 
ſedneſs, he that was faithful in every other 
thing, would have certainly undeceived his 
followers with reſpect to this. To theſe 
things it muſt alſo be added, that he was 
now going to ſeal his teſtimony with his 
blood ; and therefore it could not be, that 
he, who had never deceived them before, 
ſhould lead them into a miſtake, in a mat- 
ter of ſo much importance , now. 
Tu us have I endeavoured, in as bricf 
a manner as I well could, to open to you 
the account, our Lord gives us, of that 
bleſſedneſs, which he is gone before 0 
Prepare for all his faithful followers; to- 
gether with the evidence we have of the 
certainty of its accompliſhment, It re- 
mains, 
III. THAT 


John. xvi. 33. * 2 Tim iii, 12, 1 Lake, ix. 23. 


Mat. xvi. 24. 
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III. TuAr I ſhew you what improve- 
ment we ſhould make of theſe things; 
and that eſpecially on this mournful occa- 
fon, And, 


1. Ir a future ſtate of retribution is ſuch 


n awful certainty, let impenitent ſinners 
rele, a little, on the folly and madneſs of 


their conduct. I am ſure you are convinc- 


ed, that your 6% eſtate here is but vanit 


and vexation of ſpirit |: and that there is 
no gratification in this empty world that 


1s equal to the deſires of an immortal mind. 


Let me beſeech you then. to conſider that 


your tabernacles are falling down, your 
precious ſouls have had frequent warnings 


of their removal ; and all the ſenſual plea- 


ſures, you have been ſo eagerly and ſin- 


fully purſuing, will afford you but very 
tle more of that poor delight you have 
found in them, Well then —and 1s there 
ſuch a building in the world of glory? 
te there ſuch manſions purchaſed by the 


blood of Jeſus, and prepared for returning 


prodigals? doth the gentle Saviour yet, 


vith open arms, beſeech you to return? 


ad will you continue to reject his coun- 
ils, and deſpiſe his reproofs? Are you 
content to be ſhut out for ever from all 
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60 ASRRNMON on the Death 
this bleſſedneſs? Unhappy choice indeed! 
But you are alſo to take this further con- 
fideration into the fad account, that your 
obſtinacy and impenitency will, not only 
expoſe you to an eternal excluſion from 
this glorious habitation, which I have been 
attempting to deſcribe, from all the blofled 
manſions above, and all the happy proviſion 
there; ſo that your naked ſouls ſhould 
wander on dark mountains for ever, and 
be expoſed to everlaſting want: but, 0 
fad news! there is a place alſo prepared 
for you, where the wrath of the Lamb") 
thall be fully diſplay'd; where the Son of 
God ſhall come travelling in the greatn; 
of his ftrength, with his garments dip d in 
your blood”, which were once ſtain d with 
his own. Are there many apartments 0 
glory in his Father's houſe, for poor fin- 
ners that return? remember, that in the pri- 
ſon of his juftice there are many doletul 
manſions too: they are ſtrong, and well 
guarded, from whence you can never e 
ſcape; there are already millions of ruin" 
fouls laid up in chains there; and there i 
yet room for you. Tophet was prepared ij 
old, there the worm dieth not, and the flames 
can never be quenched . If the affliction 
of time are fo hard to be borne, what ” | 


= Rev, vi. 26, * Ifa, Ixiii, 1, 2, ®* Ifa, Xxx. 3 
x Mark. ix. 46, 
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that miſery be which has been making rea- 
dy from all eternity, and ſhall endure for 
ever? a vengeance prepared by Chriſt, to 
diſplay his own juſtice and righteouſneſs, 
and that of his divine Father; a vengeance 
proportioned to his grace, and which will 
be a ſuitable and everlaſting puniſhment 
of the - contempt of it? O what burning 
nanſions, what everlaſting plagues are pre- 
paring for thoſe who continue obſtinate a- 
gainſt the light of the goſpel! Their pu- 
niſhment muſt exceed that of heathens and 
infidels, of Sodom and Gomorrah ] Kiſs the 
Son, therefore, let he be angry, and ye 
periſh from the way, for if bis wrath be 
kindled but a little : bleſſed are all they that 
put their truſt in bim. O may the terrors 
of the Lord perſwade you to fly to the 
city of refuge ! may his love and grace en- 
gage you to lay hold of the hope ſet before 
you ! The manſions of glory, I have been 
faintly deſcribing, were prepared for ſuch 
ſinners as you; publicans and harlots, and 
ſecutors have, thro rich grace, entered 
in: Mary Magdalene, who was herſelf the 
habitation of devils, the thief that died by 
the ſide of our Saviour, and Saul the bloody 
perſecutor of the church, have found ad- 
miſſion there. And if you come, under the 
ſentence of your condemnation, to the foot- 
1 ſtool 


Mat. X. 15. ! Pf, ii. 12. 
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ſtool of divine mercy; if, with broken and | 
contrite ſpirits, you fly by faith to the blood 
of Jeſus for cleanſing, and to his righte- 
ouſneſs for acceptance; h your fins be a; 
carlet, he will make them as white as ſnow, 
and tho' they be red /ike crimſon, he will 
make them as woo! 7? Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of ſalvation *: to gay 
if ye will bear his voice, harden not your 
hearts, as in the day f provocation. If 
you throw down the weapons of your op- 
poſition, and ſubmit to the ſceptre of his 
grace, you ſhall find peace and pardon here, 
a place in his houſe, and plenty at his table; 
and no tongue can deſcribe the glory of 
thoſe manſions which you ſhall dwell in for. 

ever. But, | 
2. May what has been ſaid have its pro- 
per influence on the minds of thoſe who pro- 
feſs godlineſs. If ſuch be our expectations, 
what care ſhould we take, what ſtrict ex- 
amination ſhould we enter into, leſt after 
all the hopes with which we have flattered 
ourſelves, we ſhould be ſhut out at laſt with 
the foohſh virgins, and have our place among 
hypocrites? And if on a fair trial of our 
own hearts and ways, we find our hopes 
well grounded ; how ſhould we admire and 
adore rich and diſtinguiſhing grace now? 
and how much more ſhall we do fo _ 
after, 


Ia. i. 16 12 Cor, vi. 2. e Heb, iii, 8. 


4 


of Mr. Jos EPH ColLLeT. 63 
after, when we find ourſelves ſafely lodg'd 
in theſe bleſſed manſions, whoſe families are 

r in Manaſſeb, and we ſome of the leaſt in 
our fathers houſes “? And ſince we have 
ſuch great and glorious expectations as theſe, 
what manner of perſons ought we to be in 
all -boly conver}ation and godlineſs*? How 
ſhould we prepare for an entrance into ſuch 
an holy habitation ? How patiently ſhould 
we bear all the inconveniencies of the: way 
thither? Plain fare, and a rough lodging will 
do on the road, ſince our home is not far 
off. O how frequently, and how delight- 
fully ſhould we entertain our minds, with a 
contemplation on the eaſe and ſafety, and 
all the plentiful accommodations which our 
bleſſed Lord, according to the riches of his 
unbounded grace, 1s preparing for us in 
the houſe of his Father ! Fn, 

To which I would add, that theſe conſi- 
derations ſhould alſo reconcile us, for a time, 
to the abſence of Chriſt himſelf : and much 
more ſhould they engage us to ſubmit, with 
becoming reſignation, to the divine will, when 
our fellow chriſtians get the ſtart of us; and 
whea our dear and faithful miniſters enter 
into their reward, and leave us behind upon 


the way. Tis hard parting indeed with ſuch 
uſeful friends, eſpecially, at a ſeaſon when 


we greatly want their help. But till let 
us 


% 
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us confider, if their work is done before 
ours, it is highly reaſonable they ſhould go to 
reſt before us. Their manſions it ſeems are 
ready, and it would be hardly kind to repine 
when they enter into the poſſeſſion of em. 
They are got into better company, even 
into the arms of that Jeſus, in whom they 
believed, and whom they loved, and preach- 
ed, and imitated here below. Well—{t 
us then fo/low them, as they have followed 
Chriſt; and in a little while we ſhall be 
there too; we ſhall be with them, and with 

Chriſt himſelf, which is far better. 
Socn conſiderations as theſe may, I hope, 
help you to bear up, with a chriſtian temper, 
under the great loſs you have lately ſu- 
ſtained. A loſs which, I am ſenſible, calls 
for all the aſſiſtance that the friends of true 
religion can give you, in order to engage 
your reſignation to the divine pleaſure, | 
heartily wiſh what has been drop'd may be 
bleſs'd to your inſtruction, and comfort; 
and that what I have farther to fay of the 
reverend perſon, whoſe deceaſe gave the 
mournful occaſion for this diſcourſe, may 
not rather aggravate your ſorrows. I am 
ſure I have no need of any other apology, 
for the account I ſhall give you of him; 
without it be that it is fo ſhort, and im- 

perfect. For, if tbe memory of the juſt i 
4 ] bleſſed , 
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beſed ”, and if the names of all ſuch are to 
he had in everlaſting remembrance *, then 
certainly we ought to ſet up ſpecial me- 
morials of thoſe, who have had the rule over 
us in the Lord, who have ſpoken to us the 
word of God, and who have been remark- 
ably eminent for their piety, and the faith- 
ful diſcharge of that important truſt which 
was committed to them ; that ſo others, as 
well as ourſelves, may be ſtir'd up ſtedfaſtly 
to maintain the pure doctrine they preach'd, 
and, with holy ardor, to follow their faith *, 
and copy after their excellent examples. 

Mr. Collet was born at Longborougb, in 
the county of Glouceſter. He had the ho- 
nour and happineſs to deſcend from very 
pious parents; who labour'd ſo ſucceſsfully 
to imbue his tender years with ſacred know- 
edge, and the fear of God, that the ſaving 
impreſſions of the divine ſpirit appeared very 
early on his heart: ſo that, in his laſt ill- 
neſs, he was heard to ſay, that he had been 
affectionately concerned for the intereſt of 
religion for fifty years: by which it appears, 
that theſe impreſſions began when he was 
but fix years of age. | 

IT is not exactly certain at what time 
he put on a public profeſſion of religion; 
but it was certainly while he was very young: 
for ſuch was his early piety and gravity, the 

ripeneſs 

7 Prov. x. 7. 2 Pal. cxii, 6. * Heb. xiii. 7. 
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ripeneſs of his natural abilities, his acquaint. 
ance with the ſcriptures, and experimental 
religion, that he was called into the ſervice 
of the goſpel, when he was hardly ſeventeen 
years of age. And tho' his modeſty, and 
riper judgment would afterwards often make 
him bluſh, at the remembrance of ſo early 
an appearance in public; yet he was, from 
the firſt, greatly owned in his work, The 
want of ſome advantages in his younger time, 
was abundantly ſupplied by his ſtrong na- 
tural parts, a diligent application to reading 
and ſtudy, and moſt of all, by the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, which he diligently ſought 
by conſtant and fervent ſupplications to the 
throne, and which were eminently poured 
out upon him. He maintained, thro the 
rich grace of God, an unblameable character 
in private, as well as in public life, The 
good old principles of the reformation were 
well digeſted by his judgment, and Jaid 
deep in his experience; ſo that, thro all 
the violent and artful oppoſition which the 
great doctrines of our holy religion have 
met with in theſe late times, and while 
many have departed from the faith, who 
once made a ſplendid profeſſion of it, and 
many more have wavered in their judg- 
ment, and languiſhed in their zeal, he main- 
tained a warm and ſteady regard to the truth 
as it is in Jeſus, to the laſt ; and yet * 

| | | a 
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al that moderation, and charity that be- 
comes the goſpel. He was not only a ve- 
ry lively and popular, but a very judicious 
teacher; and he continued in a ſeries of 
jery uſeful, and indefatigable labours, in the 
ſervice of Chrift, for forty years; a conſi- 
derable part of which time was employ'd 
in the paſtoral care of your ſouls. Many 


bd 7 Ch . wow CD — . 


was uſed to pray for your falvation ; how 


g nd how affectionately he wreſtled with you 
ben in your fins; how plainly, and how 
it WM cowerfully he opened up to you the my- 
c Wi teries of the goſpel; how he rejoiced at 
d Wh jour converſion; how he cultivated the 


beginnings of grace in your hearts; and 
with what holy diligence he watched over 
ju in the Lord b, as one that knew he muſt 
re ¶ de an account. He not only taught you 
10 ich, but from houſe to houſe %, And I 
ll Win perſwaded you will not eaſily forget, 
ne ich what ſpiritual love and wiſdom, he 
ve improved his chriſtian viſits; and, with 
le vat ready and prudent advice, he often 
do Wiſiſted you in your temporal affairs. I 


nd Weed not put you in mind how much he 


g- enied himſelf for your fakes ; and with 
n. What wiſe and humble frugality he regulated 


th White expences of his own family, that he 
th Wl +; Thed, v. 12. * Heb. xiii, 17. Acts xx. 20. 
all | K might 


of you will teſtify, with what fervency he 


fithfully he laid your ſtate before you, 
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might be able to continue in your ſervice 
and ſet you a proper example, at the ſame 
time, of charity to the poor, and hoſpitality 
to the ſtranger; in a word, how cloſely he 
copied after the pattern of the great apoſtle; 
for he ſought not yours, but you ©: he was 
gentle towards you, even as a nurſe cheriſte 
ber children fl. Who was weak and afflided 
among you, and he was not weak, and touch. 
ed with tender ſympathy ? Who was «f 
fended, and he burnt not * with chriſti 
concern? Ye are witneſſes, brethren, and Gi 
alfo, how Holily, and juſtly, and unblameably be 
behaved himſelf among you; bow he exhorte 
and comforted, and charged every one of gau 
*(as a father doth. his children) that ye wall 
walk worthy of God, who hath called you unt 
his kingdom and glory l. 

Nok was his uſcfulneſs confined to h 
own peculiar charge, but he took man 
painful and hazardous journeys, at ſtate 
ſeaſons, to viſit other churches, and com 
municate of thoſe ſpiritual gifts to the 
in which he abounded; and great wee fi 
ſucceſſes in theſe laborious circuits, tothecol 
verfion of many ſinners, and the edificatio 
of the ſaints. 
As he might, indeed, well be calledti 
father of his people, and a faithful ſerv 


© 2 Cor, xii. 14. 1 Theſſ. ! Bo To. © 2 Cor, xi.) 
1 Theil. ii. 10, 11, 1a. 
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w his great Maſter; fo, I believe, few have 


i exceeded him in the tender characters of 
al n huſband, and a parent in his own fa- 
1 mily. It was God's great mercy to him, 
Me chat he enjoy'd ſuch returns of love and 
wal duty. What he ſaw of the image of 
ſet Criſt 1 in any of his children was his great- 
ect joy; and the reſt know, that nothing 

he more earneſtly thirſted after, and pray- 


ed for, than that they might be born a- 
gain. 
II Is abundant labours were thought to 
be too hard for his conſtitution, tho not 
naturally weak; ſo that, when his friends 
well hoped that he might be continued 
much longer a bleſſing among them, he 
fell into a lingring illneſs; which he en- 
dured with great patience and ſerenity of 
mind. And tho' he was willing, if it had 
been the pleaſure of God, to have conti- 
med in his warfare longer for the benefit 
of the church, and the advantage of his 
family; yet, he often ſaid, his wil was 
1 7 up in the will of God. And, 
the apprehenſions of his decaying 
nature, he would frequently obſerve, how 
dreadful his caſe would have been, if the great 
work had been then to do. When his weak- 
neſs took him off from public ſervice, his 
time was chiefly employ'd, either in faith- 
tu] and chriſtian counſels, and exhortatiors 
| „„ to 
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to ſuch as came to viſit him, or to thoſe 
of his own family. And when a friend 
expreſs'd her fears, that his exceſſive labour 
had impaired his conſtitution; he anſwered, 
with great vehemency, that , he had ten 
thouſand lives, he would freely ſpend them all 
for the intereſt of his dear Lord: and if he 
thought the abatement of his public work 
woru'd not be attended with his recovery for 
more ſervice, he wou'd go forth and preach 
the goſpel, to the laſt moment he was able to 
fand. 

Wu he apprehended his end drew 
near, he met the ſentence of Death with 
great reſignation; and tho', in a ſenſe of his 
own unworthineſs, he cried out with the 
publican, 2 be merciful to me a fun- 
ee ner;” yet he ſaid alſo with Fob, © I 
* know that my Redeemer liveth, and thy 
« after my ſkin worms deſtroy this body, yet 
in my fleſi ſhall J ſee God*:" and, © thi 
* he flay me, and my family too, yet wull 


Itruſt in bim'.” He declared, he died in 


the faith of thoſe doctrines which he had 
preached to others; that he believed the Lord 
Fefus Chriſt to be a perfect Saviour: and 
* as be is able, ſays he, to ſave to the utter- 
© moſt”, ſo J venture my all, both body and 
© ſoul on him; for he has engaged to take 
, | a 0 « care 


Luke. xviii. 13. * Job, xix, 25, 266 Ch. xill. 
T5. ® Heb, vii. 25, e 
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« care of both”. He rejoiced in this, that 
thi he muſt die, he ſhould die but once; and 
ofter that, this laſt enemy ſhou'd be baniſh- 
ed for ever; adding, that his friumph was 
in a living Redeemer : and then taking up 
the language of the apoſtle Paul, I have 
« fought, ſays he, the good fight, I have 
finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith. 
„ Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
© crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
« righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that 
* day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them alſo that love his appearing ",” Under 
the increaſing pains of his diſeaſe, he would 
often, in the midſt of his uncommon pati- 
ence, cry out, O that I bad wings like 
dhv; then wou'd I fly away, and be at 
«* reſt* 1” at everlaſting ref ! O how would 
that word EVERLASTING dwell upon his 
lips! and with what inexpreſſible pleaſure, 
would he repeat it again, and again? The 
laſt time the ſupper of our Lord was ad- 
miniſtred in this place, a little before his 
deceaſe, he was very deſirous to have been 
brought hither, to take his dying leave of 
his dear flock at that table, as his Lord 
did before him; and to have enjoy'd, there, 

a foretaſte of that bleſſedneſs, which he 
„vas going fully to poſſeſs. But, when 
re he was diſwaded by his friends; © ell, 
lll * ſays 
n 2 Tim. iv. 7. 8. F. Ive ©, 
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ſays he, © tho" they will not let me go 10 
&* the table of the Lord, I will go t the 
Lord of the table.” + 

H continued, in the perfect enjoyment 
of his rational faculties, to the very laſt. 
And, when the ſigns of his approaching 
diſſolution came upon him, a dear friend 
aſked him, how it was with him? To 
which he anſwered—< ALL Jo, I am go- 
« ing to my Father —O that I were.n ny 
« Redeemer's boſom!” And then, looking 
round his bed at his weeping family; © you 
% weep, lays he, but others, meaning his 
<« friends above, vill ſoon rejoice ; and if you 
ce could but behold me one hour after I an 
e got home, you would not wiſh me back a- 
© gain.” The ſame friend, telling him, 
that there was a guard of angels ready 
to conduct him thither: * O, fays he, 
„ THATI WERE AMONG THEM. And 
then, with a moſt pleaſant, and heavenly 
air upon his countenance, he bid his dear 
family and friends FAREWELL, and took 
his immediate flight to the manſion prepar- 
ed for him, in the land of reſt and blel- 
ſedneſs. 
Tus lived, and thus died this excel- 
lent perſon: and what remains now, but 
that we make a becoming improvement of 
ſo inſtructive a providence? | 


* | 
] am 


am 
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I am ſure, we who are employ'd in the 
work of the miniſtry, may find, in his con- 
duct, a pattern greatly worthy of our imi- 
tation: and it will be happy for us if, in 
ſuch an experimental exerciſe, and improve- 
ment in the graces of our holy religion, and 
ſuch a faithful diſcharge of our labours, we 
may, like him, be prepared for the ſame 
triumphant entrance into glory. 
AND for you, who have been ſo many 
years bleſſed with ſo holy, ſo faithful, and 
ſo wiſe a guide, may the ſtedfaſtneſs of your 


faith, the purity of your lives, your zeal 


for God, and your love to one another ſhew, 
that the many tears you have ſo juſtly ſhed 
under ſuch an awful diſpenfation, have 
ſprung from a true ſenſe of his effectual uſe- 
fulneſs to your precious ſouls. And, per- 
mit me to ſay, that as God only can make 
up your loſs; ſo you can in no inſtance ſhew 
your regard to the memory of your deceaſed 
paſtor more, nor be more likely to ſecure 
the divine preſence among you, than by 
following his dying advice; in a ſtrict ad- 


herence to that pure doctrine, in which you 


have been built up, and a cloſe fellowſhip 
with one another; in diligently labouring 
to maintain that peace, which has ſo re- 


markably ſubſiſted among you, during the 


whole courſe of his paſtoral care; in crying 


earneſtly to the Lord of the harveſt, for a 
> Proper 


54 A SERMON on the Death 


proper ſucceſſor to this important charge, 
and in your future choice, not ſeeking your 
own things, but the things which are Feſus 
Cbriſt's r. 

Give me leave, in one word alſo, to ad. 
dreſs myſelf to thoſe who have long attended 
on the miniſtry of this worthy man, and yet 
ſtill remain in the gall of bitterneſs and in the 
bonds of iniquity d. I tremble indeed at the 
thoughts of their condition! To continue in- 
ſenſible under ſo awakening, ſo inſtructive, ſo 
perſwaſive a miniſtry, how dreadful is your 
caſe! How will you be able to look ſuch a 
ſwift witneſs in the face, in the great day! 
Remember, being dead be yet ſpeaketh*, Such 
was his compaſſion for your ſouls, that it was 
one of the laſt wiſhes of his departing ſpirit, 
that what might be ſaid on this occaſion 
might be of more real ſervice to you, than 
the work of his whole life. God grant, that 
his requeſt may be graciouſly anſwered ; and 
that you may have ſuch a view of the de- 
plorable condition you are in, that you may 
give no ſleep to your eyes, nor Rumer to your 
eyelids, till you have found à place for Chritt 
in your hearts, and . been led to behold 
the reconciled face of God, thro him! 

May what has been aid be alſo owned, 
and bleſſed to the inſtruction, and comfort 


bil. ii. zr. + As vil 23. „Heb. xi. 4. 
* Pſal. exxxii. 45 5. 15 . 
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of his mournful family. Love and pity they 
may reaſonably expect; and, I perſwade 
myſelf, they will meet with both, from all the 
friends of ſo valuable a man. But this is 
their chief ſpring of comfort, that the Lord 
lives for ever; and if he is the father of the 


| fatherleſ5, and the judge of the widow *, he is 


ſo, in a ſpecial manner, to the families of the 
faithful ſervants of his own houſhold. The 


ſo excellent a perſon, and his dying charge 
will, I hope, never be forgotten by them; 
There are few circumſtances can render fin 


ble, than when it is indulg'd by perſons who 
have had the privelege of ſuch an educa- 
tion: it is in this caſe ſhocking, even to im- 
pious perſons themſelves. . But I ſpeak not 
this, from any apprehenſions of ſuch a ſad 
conſequence : no—vwe all, bleſſed be God, 
hope better things of you, and things that 
accompany ſalvation . And if you thus 
tread in the ſteps of your worthy father, 
It will then be your great-honour, indeed, 
to have deſcended from ſuch a parent ; and 
you may be aſſured that his God will be 
yours, 

To put a period to this long diſcourſe, 
may we all make ſuch improvement of the 
blemnity, that occaſion'd it, as to redeem pre- 

' Pfal, Ixviii. 5. v Heb. vi. 9. | 
L cious 


eyes of many will be on the children of 


more aggravated, or ſinners more contempti- 
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cious time , and work while it is day, becauſe 
the night cometh when no man can work*; 
may we ſee to it that our hearts are Sprink. 
led from an evil conſcience, and our conver. 
ſations waſhed with pure water? ; and that 
our houſes, here below, are furniſhed and 
perfumed with true religion. And then, in 
the exerciſe of a ſteady faith in Chrift Jeſus 
and a holy conformity to his whole will, we 
may, in the midſt of all the trying provi- 
dences of time, look upwards with comfort 
to that building in the heavens, our Father's 


bouſe, which is made without hands ; hum: | 


bly, and joyfully expecting, thro' the in- 
tereſt of our great advocate, in his due time, 
to be ſafely lodg d in the happy manſions pre- 
pared for us there. 5 ant 


| E Eph. v. 16. * John * 3 Heb. x. 22. 
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Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author. 


I, . O D's awful Summons to a ſinful Na- 
tion conſidered: in a Sermon preach'd 

Nov. 27, 1737. in Commemoration of the 
dreadful Storm, which happened on that 
Day, in the Year 1703. The Second Edit. 

2. The Chriſtian Strife for the Faith of 
the Goſpel. A Sermon preach'd before a So- 
ciety of Miniſters and Gentlemen, engaged 
in a Deſign for the Encouragement of young 
Men in their Studies for the Miniſtry. 1738. 
The Second Edition. | ; 

3. National Ingratitude exemplified, in the 
(de of Gideon, and his Family; and applied 
0 the preſent times. A Sermon preach'd in 
Little Wild-ftreet, Novemb. 5, 1740. The 
Fifth Edition, 5 . _ 
4. The Nature, and Reward of true Li- 
terality. A Sermon preached at the Fune- | 
ral of Mr. Samuel Burch, 1740. x 
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Where may be had, in Four Volumes, Oftavo, 


The Works of the late Reverend and 
Learned Mr. Foſeph Stennett. Containing 
not only a Collection of thoſe printed in his 
Life-time, but alſo a large Number of Ser- 
mons, together with divers Tracts and Poems, 
never before publiſhed, To which is pre- 
fed ſome Account of his Life. 

_ Shortly 


Boots ſold by Baron Ward in Little Britain, 


| Shortly will be Publiſhed, 


The unſearchable Depth of G od's Judgment: 
conſt idered ; or, A Diſcourſe. on the Myſte- 
ries of Divine Providence. By the late Rey! 
Mr. Toſeph Collet, Sold by A. Ward in Lit. 
tle Britain. | 


Where alſo may be gar 


A practical Expoſition on the whole Fiſty. 
Third Chapter of J1ſazah. Containing a 
lively Proſpect of the bitter Sufferings and 
Agonies of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
in order to accompliſh the Work of Man's 
Redemption. With the Glories and Bene- 
fits thence reſulting to himſelf and all true 
Believers. Fitly applicable to Sacraments! 
Occaſions. By the late Reverend Divine, 
Thomas Manton, D. D. N. B. This is not 
in either of the Doctor's 8 Fi ive Volumes | in 
Foro. ---- © 4 
'The Exalted n or Jeſus Chriſt the 
* and God of True Believers: In ſere- 
ral Sermons, deliver'd lately in Gravel Lane, 
Southwark, By Zephaniah Marryat, D.. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
The Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 
reſpecting the Meſſiah, conſider'd, and 
proved to be literally fulfill d in Feſus; con- 
taining an Anſwer to the Objections of the 
Scheme of Literal Prophecy. By 2 Gill, 
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PREACH'D 
In Little-Wild-Street, 


The 195% of Jury, 1743. 


Being the day appointed, 
their Excellencies the Lords Fuſtices, 
For returning thanks to 


ALMIGHTY GOD, 


by his Majeſty at DETTINGEN. 


_—_— 


Publiſhed at the requeſt of the congregation. 
by FOSEPH STENNETT 


The SECOND EDITION. 


LONDON: 
nted for AARON WARD, in Little-Britain ; 
and fold by H. Wa1TRIDGE, at the Royal 
Exchange; and A, DoD p, without Temple-Bar. 
DCC XLIIT, | 


SERMON. 


r the late glorious Victory obtained 


nn 
ol 4 l 


r r —_ Eo. 


PSAL M EXLIV. 9; 10, 11. 


I will fing a new ſong unto thee, O God: 
upon a pſaltery, and an inſtrument of 
zen firings will I fing praiſes unto thee. 

It is he that giveth ſalvation unto 
kings : who delivereth David his ſer- 
vant from the hurtful ſword. Rid 
me, and deliver me from the hand of 
ſtrange children; whoſe mouth ſpeak- 
eth vanity, and their right hand is a 


right hand of falſehood. 


F we did not find the name of the 
man after God's own heart prefix d 
do this pſalm, we ſhould, from the 
pious as well as martial ſpirit it 
24 breaths, be tempted to think David 
was the penman of it. It ſeems to have been 
prepared for the ſervice of the tabernacle, and 
deſign'd to celebrate, in the ſanctuary of the 
Lord, ſome great victory, which by the ſpecial 
3 favour 


3 Thankſgiving-Sermon 


favour of heaven, David had obtain'd over the 
enemies of 1/ae/, and in which his royal per- 
ſon had been expos'd to imminent danger, and 
had been very remarkably preſervet. 

He gives all the glory where it is all juſtly due, 
and records the praiſes of the Lord of hoſts, in 

- ſuch exalted ſtrains, as his ſpirit only cou'd in- 
ſpire. And to his own thankfgivings, and thoſe 
of his people, he adds the moſt ſuitable and 
lively petitions for the divine preſence, and ſuc- 
ceſs in all his future engagements abroad in the 
field, and for all the bleſſings of peace and 
plenty on his people at home. 

Hx begins the ſacred ſong with his moſt 
humble acknowledgments, that all that valour, 
and military {kill, which had render'd him ſo 
formidable to his enemies, and ſo much the ad- 
miration of his own troops, were not the pro- 
ducts only of nature and of art, but the gifts of 
God himſelf, and the bleſſed effects of his di- 
vine favour and influence. | 

BLESSED, ſays he, be the LORD my ſtrength, 
which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers 
fo fight a. In which words, ſome think David 
eſpecially refers to that firſt great military acti- 
on, to which God was pleaſed to call him, 
when he was but a youth: an action, in which 
he had the honour of deciding the quarrel be- 
tween the armies of Iſrael and the Philiftines, 

in a ſingle combat with the giant of Gath. But 

he goes on, —Thou art my goodneſs and my for- 
treſs, my high tower and my deliverer, my Wit, 

an 
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and he in whom I truſt : who ſubdueth my people 
2 me b. As if 1. had 211 ade {7 ho 25 
« the courſe of the wars in which I have been 
* engag'd, I have been often oblig'd to thoſe 
« faſtneſſes that nature has in ſome places pro- 
« yided, and to thoſe towers and bulwarks 
te which have been erected by art; I have been 
* often reſcued from danger by the bravery 
e of my Troops, and have with frequent ſuc- 
* ceſs, made uſe of weapons both of the of- 
e fenſive and defenſive kind: but neither for- 
© tifications nor armour, neither ſword nor 
* ſhield, neither the number nor courage of the 
forces under my command, nor my own va- 
© lour and fortitude, and ſkill in the art of 
* war cou'd have deliver'd me, and given me 
victory, if God had not been on my fide: tis 
* he who, by his ſpecial favour and goodnels, 
has furniſhed me with theſe advantages; and 
* when I have been deprived of any of them, 
* he has often by the ſignal, and even miracu- 
* lous interpoſition of his providence, deliver'd 
me out of the hands of my enemies, and 
made me to triumph over them. 

THE great Lord of hoſts has approved him- 
e ſelf to be my God, and has not only often 
* made my foes abroad to fly and fall before 
* me, but, while I have been ſucceſsfully 
* fighting for my country againſt foreign ene- 
mies, he has overcome the factious ſpirits of 
many of my own deluded ſubjects at home, 
e bas ſubdued my people under me-. 


Davip 


» Palm exliv. 2. 
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Davip had great opportunities of making 
the moſt juſt and uſeful obſervations upon hy. 
man nature, and had, in his own circumſtan. 
ces, . experienced much of the viciflitude of all 
things here below; ſo that, to his lively thankſ- 
givings, ne, with great propriety, adds the hum- 
ble ſenſe he had of his own perſonal weakneſ | 
and unworthineſs: and tho' he was, by the 
divine favour, at preſent ſ:ated in fo high a ſta- 
tion, and honour'd with ſo many peculiar ad- 
vantages above other men, yet, whatever opi- 
nion any might entertain of his condition, Da- 
vid wou'd ſtill remember that he was but a 
man; and, LoRD, ſays he, hat is map, that 
thou takeft knowledge of him? or the ſon of man, 
that thou makeſt account of him? Man is like to 
vanity: his days are as a ſhadow that paſſeth 
away ©, | 1. 

AND this pious and humble acknowledy- 
ment is ſucceeded with an earneſt application 
tor divine aid, againſt the future attempts of his 
enemies, in a ſublimity of language, that has 
been but faintly copied by the greateſt maſters 
of poetry, among either the antient Greeks or 
Romans, or thoſe of later times. Bow thy hea- 
vens, O LoRD, and come down: touch the 
mountains, and they ſhall finoke. Caſt forth 
lightnings, and ſcatter them: ſhoot out thine ar- 
rows, and deſtroy them. Send thine hand from 
above, rid me, and deliver me out of great wa- 
ters, from the hand of ſtrange children: whoſe 
mouth ſpeaketh vanity, and their right hand is a 
right hand of falſhood d. — 

© Pſalm cxliv. 3, 4. 4 Ver. 5— 8, INME- 
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IMMEDIATELY after theſe words follow 


thoſe which I firſt read to you, and in which I 
haye to Conſider, 


I, Davip's reſolution to praiſe God, and the 
manner in which he expreſſes it: I vill 
ing a new ſong unto thee, O Gop, upon a 
pſaltery, and an inſtrument of ten ſtrings 
will Jing praiſes unto thee. 


II. Tae argument of his thankſgiving on 
this occaſion, =; 

1. Tu Ar all falvation and victory belongs 

to the Lord. It is he hat giveth ſal- 
vation unto kings; and, 5 


* 


2. THAT in the great dangers he himſelf 
h pore thro' in the field, God had made 
him the object of his ſpecial care and 
reſervation: Who delivereth David 
555 ſervant from the hurtful ſiword. And 
then, Lo 


III. His prayer for future deliverance and 
ſucceſs. Rid me, and deliver me from the 
hand of ſtrange children; whoſe mouth 
ſpeaketh vanity, and their right hand is a 
right hand of falſhood. 


Each of theſe things I ſhall attempt a little 
to explain, aud then proceed to make ſome im- 
provement of the whole, with reference to the 


«cafion of our ſolemn thankſgiving this day, 


= I. Tx, 


6 A Thankſgiving-Sermon 


I. Turn, we have David's reſolution to 
praiſe God, and the manner in which he 
reſolves to perform it. I will ſing a new 

eng unto thee, O GoD, &c. | 


In the remembrance of paſt favours of this 


fort, he will magnify the name of the Lozo; 


and in the experience of any freſh ſalvation, he 


is determin'd to offer up his praiſes to him, to 


whom they will be always juſtly due. But, 

1. Wx may here more particularly obſerve, 
that as David was very eminently qualified both 
for the ſceptre and the ſword, ſo he was inſpi- 
red with the moſt extraordinary . gifts from 
above, and with the impulſe of the divine Spi- 
rit, to lead the praiſes of the ſanctuary: he was 
the greateſt prophet as well as the greateſt prince 
and captain of his time, and was anointed to all 


theſe ſervices by the ſpecial direction of heaven. 


Many an happy occaſion had he to exert thoſe 
facred talents that were beſtow'd upon him: 
many a ſucceſsful battle had he fought as cap- 
tain of the Lord's hoſts, and in many a divine 
ſong had he recorded the falvations and victo- 
He of T/rael, Thus he determines now to fe- 
iew his acknowledgments this way; and as he 
has a freſh occaſion, and a new ſubject, ſo a 
new ſong is put into his mouth e, and he will c:- 
lebrate the late inſtance of the divine favour to 
himſelf and his people, with a c compo- 
ſition. JC ͤ ] ꝗ 8 
e Pſalm xl. 3. 


Bur 


for the Victory at Dettingen. 7 
Bur this phraſe is alſo ſometimes uſed to ſig- 
nify exee/lercy ; and this ſeems evidently inclu- 
dd in the ſignification, when we read of a new 
name the new Feruſalem 8—and new heavens 
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs>: 
and it is ſo without doubt with reſpect to the 
ſong mentioned in the revelation, where it is 
aid that the beaſts and elders fell down before 
the Lamb, and having every one of them harps, 
and golden vials full of odors, they ſung A NEW 
XG, ſaying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 
and to open the the ſeals thereof i. And again, the 
zpoſtle ſays, he heard a voice from heaven, as 
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a 
great thunder : and the voice of harpers harping 
wth their harps: and they ſung as it were A 
NEW SONG, before the throne, and before the 
fur beaſts, and the elders : and no man cou'd 
karn that fong, but the hundred and forty and 
ſaur thouſand, which were redeem'd from the 
earths, Thus you ſee the moſt excellent, the 
moſt raiſed, and extraordinary actions of praiſe 
are in this manner deſcribed. And thus the pſal- 
miſt, in our text, ſeems to intend, that as the ſub- 
ect exceeded many ſalvations which he had cele- 
brated before, ſo he wou'd bring a heart warm'd 
with ſuperior gratitude, with ſuch gratitude if 
poſſible, as never yet appear'd before the throne; 
he wou'd expreſs his thankſgivings in ſuch ex- 
alted ſtrains as were never ſung before. And 


then, D 2 2. David 
Rev. ib Oy; 8 Chap. iii. 12. * 2 Petf 1h. 14. 
"Rey. $9. * Chap. xiv. 2, 3. 
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2. Davip plainly intimates that this praiſe 
ſhou'd not be confined to his private retirements, 
2.5 where no dodbt he was determin'd to pour out 
the grateful tribute of his own heart; nor only 
be offer'd in his family and court, or at the head of 
his victorious army ; but he wou'd go up to the 
ſanctuary of the Lord, and, with the tribes of 
1# acl, give national thanks to heaven, ſor nati- 
onal falvations; for he mentions here the p/alte. 
y, and the inſtrument of ten firings, to which 
he wou'd tune his ſongs on this great occaſion; 
inſtruments of muſick, which, tho' we can't at 
this diſtance of time exactly deſcribe, yet were 
ſuch as we know were devoted to the ſervice of 
the tabernacle. So that we may, I think, preſume 
that David reſolved to go up to the 3 of 
God, to call the prieſts and levites to their al- 
tars, and the ſons of Aſaph, and Heman, and 
eduthun, who were inſtructed in the ſongs of 
the Lord, to offer up his new Jong, with all 
the advantages of the muſick of that diſpen- 
lation. Moreover, 
3. Hz adds, with theſe inſtruments will] 
fing praiſes, in the plural number. I wil WM. 
% not only,” as if he had faid, © offer up a ge- 
e neral acknowledgment of the divine favour, Wl 
and a public thankſgiving for a public bleſ- WM. 
* ſing, but, on ſo extraordinary an occaſion as 
« this, I will multiply my praiſes. Iwill be par- 
e ticular in recording the diſadvantages which, 
thro' the goodneſs of God, we overcame, the 
“ ſeaſonableneſs of the divine interpoſition for 
* our 


cc 


! 1 Chron. xxv. 1,7. 8 
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te our deliverance, and all the remarkable cir- 


a cumſtances of our ſalvation, and the victory 


« we have obtained. Nor will I only be thus 
particular, but I will praiſe the great Saviour 
* of 1/rael with all my powers, with my 


heart as well as lips, with the moſt exalted 


* ſtrains of divine poetry, and with the moſt 
« harmonious notes of ſacred muſick, with my 
* harp and with my voice, Nor will I only 
* command the aid of all the various orders of 
« the prieſts and levites, and thoſe whoſe con- 
« ſtant employment it is to attend the public 
* ſervices of religion; nor be ſatisfied with the 
* affiſtance of my princes and captains, and 
© the great men of my court and camp; but 
4 all the tribes of Jrael ſhall join in the chorus 
* of my ſong. And this ſhall not be the ſervice 
* only of a day, but we will repeat the remem- 
« brance of our falvation, and our acknow- 
* ledgments of the divine favour, and never 
8 forget the loving- kindneſs of the Lord.” And 
men, | 
4. You ſee who is the only object of Davids 
religious honours—— the kving and the true 
GoD, the great Go D of ISRAEL, and his 
own GOD. I will fing a new ſong u N oO 
THEE, O Gon, unto thee will I fing praiſes. 
The gods of the heathen, David well knew were 
idols m, that have eyes, but they cannot ſee 
ears, but they cannot hear; hands", but they 
cannot deliver, either themſelves, or thoſe that 
truſt 
* 1 Chron, xvi. 26, » Palm cxv, 5, —8. 
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truſt in them; and therefore, how faſhionable 
ſoever their vain and pompous worſhip was 4. 
mong the nations, they ſhou'd have no ſhare in 
his ſervices; ' And tho he knew how to ſheyy 
a proper regard to thoſe officers and ſoldiers 
who behaved well in the fight ;- and according. 
ly we find the names and characters, eſpecial 
of ſome of thoſe who were moſt eminent in 
the ſervice of this warllke prince, conveyd 
down to poſterity, in the ſacred chroniclts of 
thoſe times, with great marks of honour ©, and 
he failed not ſuitably to reward their courage 
and fidelity ; yet they ſhou'd have no ſhare in 
the tribute of praiſe that was due to the God of 
heaven. Tho he had perhaps the braveſt army 
in the world, and his troops were the beſt dif- 
ciplin'd and appointed, yet by much experience 
he knew, that the race was not to the fut, ur 
the battle to the ſtrong p; and, as he obſerves in 
this context, that the greateſt of men are but 
vanity, and their days, as well as their abilities, 
but as a ſhadow that paſſeth away 4 : therefore, 
while ſome placed their confidence in man, and 
others truſted in chariots and in borſes, David's 
dependance was on the great and eternal ] r- 
HovAn. He had preſided over his councils, 
and ſucceeded his arms, and therefore he was 
reſolved he ſhou'd have all the glory of his ſal- 
vations and conqueſts, He wou'd not give it 
to others, nor take it to himſelf, He had in- 
decd a great meaſure of courage, and 3 
Fil 


* 1 Chron. xi. p Eccleſ. ix, 11, 4 Verſe4. 
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kill, and victory, no doubt, was often, under 
God, in a great meaſure owing to his preſence 
in the field; God himſelf alſo owns him as the 
nan after his own heartr; but notwithſtanding 
all this, David did not dare to aſcribe falvation 
to his own ford or bow, to the wiſdom of his 
councils, or to the power of his arms*, nor to 
receive the favour of heaven as a debt due to 
any merit of his own. But o the Lord he 
wou'd ing praiſes, and David's God ſhou'd 
have the glory of all his ſucceſſes, as it was his 
juſt due, to whom belongs ſalvation t and vitto- 
ry u, the Lord of hojts, who was to him for a 
crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, and 
for a ſpirit of judgment, when he ſat in judg- 
ment, and for ſtrength, when he turned the 
battle to the gate, Thus, upon this ſolemn 
occafion, Dauid reſolves to celebrate the glo- 
ries of that Being, who fits in the heavens, and 
holds the reins of government in his own hand, 
whoſe wiſdom ſearch'd the moſt ſecret counſels 
of his enemies, furniſh'd him with ſkill to cir- 
cumvent their devices, and taught his hands to 
war, and his fingers to fight; whoſe ſpirit diſſi- 
pated the courage of his enemies, and inſpired 
him and his troops with reſolution and valour ; 
whoſe holy arm got him the victory, who made 
known his ſalvation, and openly ſhewed, his righ- 
tecuſneſs in the fight of the heathen*; whoſe 
truth fulfill'd every promiſe to David; and, in 


” 1 Sam. xiii. 14. * Pfal. xliv. 3, 6. © Pl iii. 8. 
" 1 Chron. xxix. 11. * Ifa. xxviii. 5, 6. Pal. xcviii. 1, 2. 
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one word, who is good, and his mercy, notwith- 


ſtanding all the ſinfulneſs of his people, endu- 
reth for ever y, But I proceed, © 9:57 {i 


II. To conſider more particularly the argy. 
ment of David's praiſe ; which is found. 
ed, firſt, on a more general obſervation 
II is God that giveth ſalvation unt 
kings : and, ſecondly, on the experience 
he himſelf had of perſonal deliverance 
bo delitvereth David his ſervant 
from the hurtful fword. 


A. It is he that 2 falvation unto kings, 
A change is uſed in this paſſage from the ſecond 
perſon to the third, which we find alſo in other 
places, particularly in P/al. Ixv. 5, 6. andis 
an elegancy in the Hebrew language, which 
doth not fully appear in ours. I muſt alſo ob- 
ſerve, that the word here tranſlated. /alvatinn, 
ſignifies alſo v:&ory, and fo we find it rendered 
in the margin of our bibles, in this place. 80 
that the higheſt order of men, kings themſelves, 
and the moſt powerful among kings, with all 
their counſellors, their riches and their forces, 
with all their own armies, and all the alliances 
they can form with other princes and nations, 
are unable to deliver either themſelves or their 
people, in the day of danger; 'tis God only that 
grveth ſalvation to kings: and when their ene- 
mies fly before them, or fall in the day of bat- 
tle, it is he to whom the glory of the victory be- 
longs. Nor doth this great and important _ 

only 


7 Plalm cxxxvi. 1. 
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only ſtand thus clearly and fully aſſerted by 
David, but muſt be acknowledged by all who 
own the exiſtence of a God, and believe in the 
yperintendency of his providence over human 
fairs; and they muſt level themſelves with 
the brutes that periſb, or rather fink below them, 
who deny either. For if it be impoſſible for 
my regularity to be preſerved in the ſyſtem of 
the univerſe, or indeed that any great event 
ſhould be brought about, without the concur- 
rence of multitudes of thoſe of leſſer moment 
in themſclves, ſurely every one muſt allow that 
thoſe of the greateſt importance are under the 
ſpecial influence of heaven, And if reaſon as 
well as ſcripture may convince us, that all the 
lairs of our head are number d, and that there is 
mt a ſparrow falls to the ground without our 
father, certainly we muſt conclude, that, when 


rations contend in the field, and &:ngs go forth 


4 battle, the great arbiter of heaven and eartn 
wil on ſuch occaſions preſide, and the Lord 
of hoſts will hold the ſcale of victory in his 
own hand. Nor does the facred hiſtory of the 
kings of Fudabh and T/ael, in their contentions 
vith other ſtates and princes, as well as with 
one another, only furniſh us with a ſeries of 
undeniable evidence of the wiſe and watchful 
government of providence all along; but in- 
deed univerſal hiſtory teſtifies the ſame thing, 
and that of our own nation, in ſo particular a 
manner, that he who is not I think wilfully 
blind, tho' he runs may read it, Tho' the 
8 ſons 


* Matth. x. 29, 30. 
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ſons of men be ever fo great, they muſt till re. 
member that God is above em. He putteth dowy 
one prince, and he ſetteth up anothera, and he doth 
whatever he pleaſes among all the hoſts of hea 
ven, and the inhabitants of the earth. But, 
2. David adds the experience he himſelf ha 
of a very ſpecial ſalvation T is he that del 
vereth his ſervant David from the huriful 
ſword. 7 
AND here you ſee that, as the great apoſtle 
of the Gentiles delights to ſtile himſelf the f- 
want of the Lord Fefus Chriſt, fo David, great 
as he was, valued himſelf chiefly on this cha 
rater. He was indeed high in the eſteem o 
men, anointed by the divine direEtion, and 
ſeated in a very exalted throne by the provi 
dence of God, and he knew very well how tc 
maintain the dignity of the royal character he 
bore ; but yet, when he approaches the King 
of kings, he bows himſelf at his ſacred foot 
ſtool, lays all his worldly grandeur in the 
duſt, and declares it to be his higheſt ambitio 
to be eſteemed the ſervant of the Lord, AI 
princes tis true may in ſome ſenſe be called ſo 
as they are inſtruments in God's hand to exe 
cute his pleaſure, and this is ſometimes, in: 
providential way, brought about by the worſt 
men. But David means more than this: an 
whoever obſerves the words cloſely, will ſee 
that there 1s an humble triumph expreſs'd 1 
them, and that with great beauty and energy 
Other princes might glory in the ſubjection 0 


the 


a Pſalm Ixxv. 7. 
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he nations of this world to their authority, but 
he counted it his chief honour to be the nt 

of the God of heaven. They might make 
their power and their pleaſure the rules of their 
wyernment, and the gratification of their own 
knſual and ambitious minds the only ends of 
while the will and pleaſure of God was that 
which regulated the adminiſtration of David, 
Ind his glory and the good of his people 1/rael, 
vere the principal deſigns he had in view. And 
thus alſo, while he was ſo highly exalted above 
the people, he did not forget that he was ac- 
wuntable to the King of kings, as a ſervant to 
is maſter. And happy indeed are the few that 
n ſuch elevated ſtations, and ſurrounded with 
b many ſnares, can claim this character. Such 
princes are truly honourable in themſelves, and 
geat bleſſings to mankind, who by their own. 
tuſt and confidence in God, by the juſtice and 
quity of their government, and the virtue of 
litir examples, recommend the honour and 
ory of the Divine Majeſty, as well as the ſo- 
cal obligations men ſtand in to one another, to 
tte religious regard of their ſubjects; who in- 
lead of being enemies to God and tyrants over 
men, are the ſervants of the Lord, and the 
ring fathers of their people. Such a prince 
Ws David, and he had long experience that 
bod had dealt by him in this character, he had 
moyed his peculiar protection, and been of- 
ten even miraculouſly delivered by the divine 
frovidence from the hurtful ſivord. 7 


C4” «Tut, 
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* 'Tay1s”, as if he had faid, © is a ſpecial proof 
e of what was before aſſerted, that God giver 
* ſalvation unto kings : for as he raiſed me by 
* his own hand, and in a very extraordinary 
« way, to the throne of 1/ael; ſo he has, in 
* a multitude of moſt remarkable inſtance, 
e engag'd his ſpecial providence in my preſer- 
* vation and defence, and not only deliver 
e me, as the king of 1/rael, but as his own 
* ſervant, and ſhewn that no weapon formd 
e againſt the favourite of heaven can profperd 
The ſword of the champion of the Philliſtine 
which was wreſted from him by miraculous pro 
vidence, and put into the hands of David, and 
with which he ſever'd that blaſphemer's head 
from his body, was a noble evidence of this 
and ſo were the cruel ſwords of Saul, and of 
Abſalom, and thoſe of innumerable foreign and 
domeſtick enemies, which had been ofte 
drawn for the deſtruction of David, but, thro 
the interpoſition of heaven, that deſtruct 
on was prevented, and he continued to : 
good old age, as a living witneſs of the ſpeci 
protection and favour of divine providence, anc 
for the great advantage of his country, and ol 
the church of God. And he thus piouſly and 
jaſtly imputes his wonderful deliverance fro 
ſo many deaths and dangers, not to accident 
and chance, the watchfulneſs and ſtrength o 
his guards, or to his own wiſdom, vigilance 
and courage; but to God only, who was hi 
fortreſs and bis high tower, his deliverer, and li 


ſhield 


o Ifa. liv. 15 
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Aicld*, and who, with his own hand, cover d bis 
bead i in the day of battle d, Which leads me, 


I To conſider David's prayer, on this oc- 
caſion, for future preſervation and ſucceſs. 
Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of 
ſtrange chi laren, whoſe mouth ſpeaketh va- 
nity; and their right band i is a right band 
of 22 

Tus, as he imputes his nnn, in times 

paſt to the ſpecial providence of God ; ſo in the 
view of future dangers he looks to the fame 
refuge : and the arguments on which he founds 
his plea, are taken from the extreme danger to 
which he was expos'd, by the number and 
power of his enemies, and from their character 
and behaviour. 


Tu E former of theſe he 1 in the con- 


text, by great waters e. Their numbers were 
very great, and extended like the bounds of the 
ocean, and their fury was hke its rage in a tem- 
peſt, The waves came rolling on, and threat- 
ned nothing leſs than to bear down all before 
them, and to ſwallow up David, and his army, 
and the nation that he oovern'd too, in ruin 
and deſtruction. He applies himſelf therefore 
to that God, whoſe falvation he had experienc'd 
in times paſt, even when deep called unto deep, 


at the noiſe of more dangerous water-ſpouts than 


theſe, and when waves and billous of a more 
terrible kind had gone over him. Then did he 


Lord 


e Ver, 8. 


© Pal. cxliy. 2 3 cxl. 7. 
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Lord command his loving-kinaneſs in the diy 


time, and in the night his ſong was with David f. 
Therefore, in the exerciſe of great wiſdom and 


faith, he applies to him who gave fo the ſea his 


decree, that the waters ſhou'd not paſs his com- 
mandment s, who faith to the proud waves, Hi. 
therto ſhall ye come, and no further h; who ſtay. 
eth the raging of the ſea, and the madneſs of 
the people. The number and power of Da- 
vids enemies muſt make them very formidable 
in his view, and render any future encounter 
with them very threatning : but theſe cou'd be 
no objections to his ſucceſs, if the Lord would 
engage on his fide, with whom there is no re- 
ftraint ; who can ſave by few, as well as by na- 
ny i; who can, whenever he pleaſes, make on- 
chaſe a thouſand, and two put ten thouſand to 
flight k; and who has frequently choſen ſuch 
occaſions, to make his mighty power known in 
the earth. | 

Bur then we have the character of his ene- 
mies. And, 


1. THEY were ſtrange children. 


By which, firſt of all, foreigners may be 


underſtood, the deſcendants of the Gentiles, as 
they ſtand oppoſed to the children of 1/-ael. So 
we read in the book of Nehemiah, that the ſeed 
of Iſrael ſeparated themſelves from all ftrangers, 
or, as it is in the Hebrew, from all range 
children l. The nation of the eus were of one 

family 


f Pal. xlii. +8. s Prov. viii. 29. h Job xxxvill. 11. 
i x Sam. xiv. 6, Deut. xxxii. 30. 1 Chap. ix. 2. 
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family and blood, their common father was 
the friend of God, and their worſhip and man- 
ner of living ſeparated them from the reſt of 
the world, ſo that all other nations were eſteem- 
ed as ſtrangers to them: and when any of 
them were at war with 1/ae/, they were juſtly 
eſteemed more ſo. Such, tis likely, were 
theſe, Gentiles, the children of the ſtranger m, the 
deſcendants of the ancient enemies of 1/-ael, 
and who maintained the ſame diſpoſition to- 
wards them, as their fathers did. Or, 
SECONDLY, Some think by frange children, 
we are to underſtand, factious and rebellious 
ſubjects at home, For ſuch, you know, was 
David diſtreſs d with, who had degenerated 
from the principles of their anceſtors, and had 
engaged in an unnatural oppoſition to the good 
of their country, as well as the allegiance due 
to their prince. He had been ſeverely af- 
feed, not only by the baſe and ungrateful 
revolt of many of his ſubjects, to whom he 
had been a common father, but, what was ſtill 
more dreadfully ſhocking, the rebellion of his 
own beloved ſon Abſalom. But, 
'Tr1RDLY, Whether he has regard here, to fo- 
reign or domeſtick enemies, or both, it ſeems 
natural to conclude, that he intends thoſe who 
were not only ſtrangers and oppoſite to the good 
of thoſe kingdoms he govern'd, and to the 
honour of that crown he wore; but to the 
worſhip of the living and the true God, whom 
he ſerved, who had ſo gracioufly approved him- 


ſelf 


m Hoſea v. 7. 
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ſelf to be the God of 1/ae/, and whoſe pro- 
tection he was now imploring. Thus, this 
character is often in ſcripture join'd with that 
of the uncircumciſed n, and the zdolater o. And 
from hence it is that wicked and profane per- 
ſons are frequently deſcribed by theſe terms“. 
So the Ziphites, tho' I/raehites by birth, have 
this character given them by David, on ac- 
count of their want of piety and humanity: 
Strangers, ſays he, are riſen up againſt me, and 
oppreſſors ſeek after my ſoul; they have not jet 
God before them. Selab t. And 'tis in this light, 
that the apoſtle Paul repreſents the caſe of the 
Epheſians before their converſion, not only on 
account of their birth among the Gentiles, but 
the ignorance and wickedneſs in which they 
were plunged, being without Chriſt, alien 
from the commonwealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers 
from the covenants of promiſe, having no hipe, 
and without God in the world". But, 

2. HE goes on, deſcribing them as a people, 
whoſe mouth ſboke vanity. As they were an 
idolatrous and profane generation, fo they em- 
ploy'd their lips in the worſhip of thoſe idols, 
which are frequently in the ſcriptures moſt juit- WW 
ly called vanitiess. Or elſe this phraſe may be 
deſign d, to expreſs that boaſting ſpirit which 


David's enemies had often diſcover'd. For fo 
it was, that the proud champion of the Pbili- 


tines 


n Ezek. xliv. 7. Chap. xiv. 7. ® Joel iii. 17. comp. 
with Rev. xxi. 27. q Pal. liv. 3. r Eph, ii. 12. 
+ Jer. xviii. 15. Acts xiv. 15. | 
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lines treated him; when with an haughty air 
he threw his eyes around, and caſt down a 
contemiptuous look on David, when he curſea 
tim by his gods, and faid, come to me and I will 
give thy fleſh to the fowls of the air, and to the 
beaſts of the field*, When he not only defied 
David, but with a mouth of inſolence and va- 
nity, dared to defy the God of Ifrael u. 80 
Saul, in his implacable malice againſt this 
ſervant of the Lord, not only hunted him 
as a partridge on the mountains, but vowed 
that he ſhould ſarely die x. And thus Shimei cur- 
kd David, caſt ſtones at him, and treated him 


n with the moſt opprobrious language, when un- 
It der ſuch circumſtances of diſtreſs, as one wou'd 
y think ſhou'd have melted the moſt implacable 
Ns temper into compaſſion J. And ſuch was the 


behaviour of the common enemies of God and 
, of his people at that time, they uſed h7gh fevel- 

ling words of vanity and blaſphemy, they boaſt- 
6, ed of their own ſtrength, they threatned Da- 


in Wl and his people fore, fo that he complains 
n- that his / was among lions, that the Zongues of 
Is, bis enemies were ſet on fire, that their teeth 
t- were pears and arrows, and their tongues were 


be arp fevorde x: They travailed with iniquity, 

ch conceived miſchief, and brought forth falſhood a; 

fo Wl 1th lying lips that ſpoke grievous things proudly, 

li- and contemptuouſly b. They ſaid we will purſue, 

nes Le vill overtake, we will divide the ſpoil: and as 
D 


the 
mp. 7 | 
. © x1 Sam. xvii. 42, 43. Verſe 45. 1 Sam. xxvi. 20. 
Chap. xx. 31. 7 2 Sam. Xvi. 2 Pſal. lvii. 4. 
Pal. vii. 14. b Pſal, xxxi. 18. | 


22 ÞA Thankſgiving-Sermon 
the king of Af/yria, afterwards, on whom diff 
thou truſt, vain is the ſtrength of thy alliances? 
or who ig the Lord himſelf that he ſhould dh. 
ver thee out of our hand<? In-this manner 
boaſted David's enemies, and the enemies of 
Jjrael, but wherein they dealt proudly, God was 
above them d. | | 

To this I might add, that vanity in ſcripture | 
often ſignifies /alſhood. So David expoſtulates, 
with God's enemies and his own; O ye ſons of 
men, how lung will ye love vanity z and ſeek after 
leaſing ©? And ſo Agur prays, Remove far from 
me vanity and hes f, &c, But, _ 

3. Tus is more fully expreſſed in the laſt 
part of their character, and that is, that heir 
right hand was a right hand of falſhood, 

By which ſome think the ſtrength of their 
arms, and fortifications, or the {kill and cou- 
rage of their princes, their officers and armies, 
and thoſe of their confederates is intended; and 
others interpret it of the gods in whom they 
truſted, Tis true alſo, that Yung of the right 
hand was a mode of worſhip among the hea- 
thenss. But what ſeems to me to be the moſt 
natural ſenſe in this place, is, either an alluſion 
to the ancient cuſtom of ſtriking peace and 
friendſhip, as Jehu did with Jebonadab the fon 
of Rechab, when he ſaid, Tf thy heart be gli 
give me thine hand h; or rather to that &. 
lifting it up to the moſt high God, when ſo- 


lemn 
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lemn treaties were bound with oaths. This 
appears to have been a moſt ancient, as well as 
a moſt ſignificative form of ſwearing ; and in 
this ſenſe it was that Abraham tells the king of 
Sodom, that he had /zft up his hand to the Lord, 
the moſt high God, the poſſeſſor of heaven and 
earth i. Thus then, the enemies of David not 
only had their lips flyd with boaſting and ly- 
ing vanities, but they deceived themſelves in the 
confidence they put in their own arm, and the 
ſtrength and faithfulneſs of their allies, as well 
as the ſalvation they expected from their gods: 
and when they propoſed friendſhip, it was often 
only a cover for deceit and treachery, and to 
obtain time and proper opportunity to execute 
their wicked purpoſes. His foreign enemies 
had confirm'd many a treaty with the moſt ſo- 
lemn oaths, and Ht up their hands to the moſt 
hgh God on thoſe occaſions; but he found that 
theſe engagements, ſacred as they were in them- 
ſelves, were not ſtrong enough to bind men of 
their falſe and wicked principles; and, as heir 
mouth fþoke vanity, ſo their right hand was a 
right hand of falſhood. But to this muſt be add- 
ed, that a perfid iouſneſs ſtill more aggravated 
and unnatural had been found among ſome of 
David's own ſubjects, who tho they had dwelt 
„under the fanſhineof his mild and happy admini- 
ation, and had been protected by his ſword and 
buckler, yet they violated their moſt ſacred 


a oaths of allegiance to his government, endea- 
kl. vour'd artfully to leſſen his royal character and 
27. D 2 influence, 


i Gen. Ziv. 22. 
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influence, to alienate the hearts of their fellow. 
ſubjects from him, and to encourage and 
ſtrengthen the hands of his enemies, and were 


even ſometimes found in open rebellion againſt 
him. | 


Tu us have I endeavour'd to give you what! 
take to be the natural meaning of theſe words 
of David; and I perſuade myſelf you have al- 
ready allowed in your own minds, that they 

may not be unſiitably applied to the happy oc- 
caſion of our ſpecial addreſſes to heaven this day, 
But it is fit I ſhould proceed to improye that 
application, by a few remarks that may tend 
to warm our religious gratitude to heaven on 
this occaſion, and encourage our future hopes 
in the great God of opr ſalvation, And, 
Hr Rx it will be neceſſary for me, firſt of all, 
to put you in mind, that the French nation ha- 
ong enjoy'd the advantages of peace, and 
ch iv improved their ſtrength, ſince the juſt 
| diſcipline they received from the victorious arms 
of the allies, under the command of the great 
duke of Marlborough, have ſhewn they have 
not forgot the ſcheme of univerſal power, which 
their late monarch had always in his view. 
But that court, watchful of every opportunity 
to make encroachments on its neighbours, and 
to ſubject, if poſſible, all the nations of Europe 
to the ſame yoke, under which its own ſubjects 
haye fo long groan'd, on the death of the late 
emperor, in violation of the moſt ſolemn en- 
gagements, and under the moſt perfidicus pre- 
tence 


1 A 
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tence of guarding the peace of the empire, fo- 
mented jealouſies in the courts of many of its 
princes, and march d a powerful army into the 
heart of that country. The French ſchemes 
were ſo artfully laid, and ſo many powerful 
princes were drawn into the ſnare; ſome open- 
ly to ſupport their deſigns, and others to neg- 
lect thoſe engagements they were under to aſſiſt 
the houſe of Auſtria, that the progreſs they at 


ey firſt made was ſuch, as ſpread terror in the 
. hearts of all wiſe and good men, under the ap- 
y. prehenſion of the dreadful conſequences which 
it WJ threatned all Europe. Our King very early in- 
d tormed his parliament of the ſtorm he ſaw ap- 


proaching; and notwithſtanding he was en- 
gag d in a war with Spain, to recover the 
rights of his injur'd people, yet by their aſſiſt- 
ance he ſent ſuch a ſeaſonable ſupply of money to 
the queen of Hungary, as, with the bleſſing of 
God on her arms, greatly contributed to enable 
her to make ſuch a vigorous ſtand againſt her 
united enemies, as gave a very happy turn to her 
affairs. And the ſucceſſes ſhe ſoon obtain'd, were 
ſuch, as will be laſting teſtimonies of the ſpecial 
favour of heaven to ſo juſt a cauſe. Nor will it 
ever be forgotten, that the righteous God, the a- 
avenger of the wrongs of the oppreſſed, inſpir d 
his Majeſty with a noble reſolution, under all the 
difadvantages attending a malevolent ſpirit, fo- 
mented by the common diſturbers of all Eu- 
rope, among his own ſubjects, to put himſelf at 
the head of his troops, in order to check the 
pride of France, more effectually to ſupport 
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this injur d princeſs, and to preſerve the balance 


of power, which was brought into ſo much dan- 


ger. His Majeſty no ſooner arrives in his 
camp, but he finds himſelf in the face of an 
army much ſuperior to his own, compoſed 
chiefly of veteranes, and amongſt em many of 


the French king's houſhold troops, command. |} 


ed by an uncommon number of brave and ex- 
perienced officers, and under the conduct of a 


very great and able general, furniſhed with all | 


oper neceſfaries of war, and with a mighty 
train of artillery ; a formidable line of which 
was planted on the bank of the river that front- 
ed their camp, and which was narrow, and 
fordable r tha horſe in ſeveral places. The 
French general having receiv'd advice that a con- 
ſiderable number of German troops were com- 
ing up to join the King's forces, found means ſo 
to ſtop the proviſions, that our army was greatly 
ſtraitned; and with all theſe advantages he 
determines immediately to paſs the Main, and 
attack his Majeſty be the junction of theſe 
Ap now, if it be conſider'd, that nothing 
appears to have been wanting either of kill or 
reſolution on the part of the enemy, that they 
had greatly the advantage in their numbers, in 
the choice of the ground, of the manner of the 
attack, and to which IT will add, the confidence 
they always have in the experience and ardour of 
their Gens d'armes, who are juſtly eſteemed 
tome of the fineſt and braveſt troops in the 
whole world, while at the fame time they 
4. were 
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e were not ignorant that the far greater part of 
1. Wl cur Britiſb ſoldiers labour'd under the diſad- 
ic Wl vantage, of having never yet had an opportunity 
n to ſee an enemy in the field; let all theſe things, 
N | fay, be conſider d, and then we ſhall not 
f much wonder, that a nation, ſo void of the 
K knowledge of God, ſhould make themſelves al- 
_ WH moſt ſure of victory: and ſince under all theſe 
diſadvantages it has iſſued in our favour, ſurely 
every rational obſerver muſt own the extraor- 
dinary interpoſition of divine providence in our 
behalf, and confeſs, that truly, he that is our 
God has, once more, approved himſelf to be the 
God of ſalvation, and unto God the Lord belong = 
the iſſues from death k. Nor could we be excu- 
kd from the guilt of great ingratitude, if we 
did not Ving a new ſong unto the Lord on this oc- 
caſion, and humbly acknowledge, that his right 
hand, and his holy arm have gotten him the vi- 
Gory 1. | 

Ir at this critical conjuncture, and juſt at the 
entrance of our army into the field, and at the 
appearance of our King at the head of it; if, I 
fay, for the juſt reward of our fins, victory had 
been given to our enemies, what a ſcene of ſad 
conſequences would have immediately preſented 
itſelf to our view? If our army had fallen a ſa- 
crifice to the rage and pride of France, and, 
which to every true Briton, and every hearty 
friend of liberty in Europe muſt be a much 
more dreadful thought, if the perſon of his moſt 
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ſacred Majeſty had been the prey of his ene- 
mies, or his moſt in valuable life had been loſt 
in the field of battle, who can conceive of the 


effects of ſuch a cataſtrophe, without horror 
But, bleſſed be that God, who giveth viclory ty 


kings ; he for his own name ſake brought ſau | 


tion, that he might make his mighty power to be 
known m. It may be truly ſaid, the Lord God 
was with them, and the ſhout of a king was a- 
mong them. | 

Al. L our accounts agree that the French mar- 
ſhal laid his ſcheme with extraordinary judg- 
ment, and that he paſſed the river, planted his 
batteries, and formed his lines with great capa- 
city; but that ſo experienced a general ſhould 
ſo ſoon quit a ſituation, with the advantages of 
a village and a river on the right, mountains on 


the left, and a moraſs before him, for ground 


that was acceſſible in all his front, was an infa- 
tuation that ought to be imputed to the kind 
and gracious hand of that God, who, to an- 
ſwer his own purpoſes, often turneth wiſe men 
backward, and maketh their knowledge fooliſh n. 
The ſeaſonable information the King received 
of the motion of the enemy, which was con- 
ducted with ſo much ſecreſy, and in the night, 
was a remarkable evidence of the watchful care 
of heaven over him and his allies. Nor can 
one ſufficiently admire the preſence of mind 
with which his Majeſty and his general officers 
were furniſh'd, in that prudent and ſpeedy diſ- 
5 8 | poſition 
m Pfal. evi. 8. | " Iſa. xliv. 25, 
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poſition of the troops, as prevented the great 
and immediate danger, to which they were at 
firſt expoſed, by being flank'd by the whole 
French army. . ig 

THE action itſelf appears to have been one of 
the moſt ſharp and reſolute, on both ſides, that 
hiſtory has produced. And indeed, it is with 
aſtoniſhment and the warmeſt gratitude, that 
we ought to reffect on the glorious ſucceſs of it, 
conſidering. the prodigious fire of the French 
artillery, which were planted to ſuch advan- 
tage, and which our troops were for ſo many 
hours obliged to ſuſtain; before they could come 
to cloſer fight. . : 

His Majeſty had given ſuch early and illu- 
ſtrious proofs of his valour, in the war in Flau- 
ders; he had charg'd with that reſolution at the 
battle of Oudenard, when his horſe was ſhot 
under him, and colonel Laſkey fell by his ſide, 
that the French nation might juſtly tremble to 
ke him at the head of a Britiſb and confede- 
nate army: And they will perhaps never forget 
ble effects of the attack now made upon him. 
d Wl Whether it be agreeable with the law of arms, 
- or not, I have not ſkill enough to determine; but 
t, WW this, I think I may venture to fay, that it very 
c ill became the high pretenſions that nation 
n makes to generofity and politeneſs, that their 
d keld artillery ſhould be chiefly pointed, where 
s bis royal perſon might moſt reaſonably be ſup- 
i- W poſed to be; and indeed from this, as well as 
n the raſh attempt of their Black Muſquetaires, it 

lems as if the army had the fame direction, as 
E Was 
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was given by the king of Syria, to the captains 

that had the rule over his chariots, Fight neither 

with ſmall nor great, but with the king of I 

rael o. But notwithſtanding all this, as. no 
diſſuaſion could draw his Majeſty from the hot- 

| teſt part of the action, ſo we can never enough 


adore the mercy of God to theſe nations, who | 


covered his royal head in the day of battle“; and 
that he, who giveth ſalvation and victory 10 
kings, delivered his ſervant GEORGE from the 
hurtful ford. Nor can we ſufficiently admire 
that ſkill, reſolution, and activity, with which 


he was inſpired on this great occaſion; and | 


with which he animated the whole army, when 
he formed their lines, and directed the batteries 
of artillery; when he rode thro' the ſeveral 
ranks, and with ſo admirable an addreſs provo- 
ked the ardour of his troops; and when to all 
this he added his great example, and, with 

ſword in hand, led on the Britiſb foot, thro' ſo 
much blood and fire, to victory. 

Nox mult we forget the care of heaven over 
his royal highneſs the Duke, who fought like 
the ſon of ſuch a father; and whoſe precious 
life, by the indulgence of the ſame providence 
to a ſinful nation, was moſt mercifully preſer- 
ved; tho he received a dangerous wound in 
the engagement; which, as it is an early proof 
of his courage, and of his concern for the liber- 
ties of Europe, ſo, we need not doubt, he will 
always eſteem it as a ſignal mark of honour. 


As 
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As the victory was compleat, ſo God was 
pleaſed to crown not only the Britiſh forces, but 


thoſe of our allies with much glory; and it is 


very wonderful, that conſidering the inequality 
of numbers, and the extraordinary fire of the 
French artillery, it ſhould appear, upon a care- 
ful computation of the killed and wounded on 
both ſides, together with thoſe of the enem 


which were drowned in their flight, that their 


loſs exceeded ours near three to one, and that it 

fell chiefly upon the flower of their troops. 
Bur further, if we conſider the conſequen- 

ces that we may reaſonably expect from theſe 


firſt fruits of ſucceſs, if our ſins do not prevent, 


we may encourage ourſelves to hope for much 
more occaſion for thankſgiving. The French 


amy, whoſe generals, not long ago, boaſted 


they would give laws to the queen of Hungary 
tom the walls of Vienna, is already retir'd, to 
kek a refuge within the borders of their own 
country: The emperor has laid down his arms: 
The brave prince Charles is approaching to join 
his Majeſty with an army of 60,000 men: And 
all Germany ſeems ready to acknowledge the 
King of Great Britain to be the meſſenger of 
heayen for their deliverance, from the cruelty 
and rapine of the arms of France, and the fet- 
ters forg d for them by that perfidious court, 
and to put the ſcale of their ſeveral intereſts in 

to his juſt and equal hand. | 


Nog can we eſteem it a conſequence of leſs 


importance, that the bad ſpirit, which has for 
i long tune been fomented among us in this na- 
2 2 tion, 
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tion, by French influence, and that has delu- 
ded ſo many of our countrymen into a behavi- 
our towards their governors, - very ill becoming 
the peace and liberty we have enjoy'd, ever 
fince the preſent illuſtrious family came to the 
throne, has, by this action, receiv'd as remark. 
able a victory at home. E. 

Bur, before I conclude, J muſt obſerye, that, 
as on this occaſion we are with great reaſon 
called upon to copy after David in his thankſ- 
eivings ; ſo we may alſo very juſtly join in his 

etitions, that God would deliver us and our 
allies from the hand of theſe ſtrange children, whe 
mouth fpeaketh vanity, and whoſe right hand is a 
right hand of falſhood. For if a ſettled hatred 
to our nation, if a determined enmity to that 
liberty of conſcience, and that pure worſhip of 


God which we ſo happily enjoy, and if the 


moſt inhuman treatment of their own brethren 


for their adherence to the true religion, many 


of whom have found an aſylum amongſt us, 
if theſe characters will denominate them ſtrange 
children, it of juſt right belongs to them. And 
if we may lawfully complain to heaven againſt 
a people whoſe mouth ſpealeth vanity, ] believe 
it will be allowed me, that no nation under the 
ſun more righteouſly deſerves this character, 
than that whoſe princes have often publiſhed it 
to the world, as a reaſon ſufficient for them to 
declare war againſt their neighbours, when they 
have thought it for their gory. Who cover the 
moſt wicked and deſtructive actions under the 
prophaneneſs of a moſt chriſtian direction, 8 
| gnt 
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fght under the banners of hing vanities, and 
who, after the great and righteous God has. 
poured the moſt public contempt on their 
councils and their arms, have oftentimes had 
vanity and impiety enough to ſing Te Deum, as 
if they were conquerors ; and ſo have blaſphe- 
mouſly mock'd heaven, in order to cover their 
ſhame upon earth, 5 

Ax yet further, if it may be ſaid of any peo- 
ple in the whole world, that their right hand is 
a right hand of falſhood, it may be ſurely ſaid 


ſo of that people, the faith of whole princes is 


become a proverb with all mankind; a faith 
that was moſt prophanely and barbarouſly vio- 
lated, with their proteſtant ſubjects, at the re- 
vocation of the edit of Nanta, and has been 
ſcarce kept with any nation ever ſince, ' A nati- 
on whoſe prime miniſters, to the great honour 
of the catholick cauſe, have been for a conſide- 
rable time a ſucceſſion of churchmen, who 
have ſcarce ever negotiated a treaty, but with a 
deſign to break it, upon the firſt opportunity that 
it might appear to be for the advantage of their 
prince. | 5 

I NEED only mention the occaſion of the pre- 
ſent war. Tis well known that the very coun- 
try into which the French are retiring trom the 
terror of his Majeſty's arms, and thoſe of his 
allies, was ceded to them by a treaty, in which 
they engag d to guaranty the pragmatick ſan- 
70n: and it is as certain, that they have been 
lo far from paying any regard to thoſe public 
and ſolemn engagements, that the immenſe 
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quantity of blood and treaſure which they have 
exhauſted during this war, has been with a 
moſt inhuman view, to ſtrip the queen of 
Hungary of her hereditary dominions, in or- 
der to pave the way for an increaſe of their own 
power. Their falſhood to Pruſſia, and the ra- 
vages they have made in Bavaria itſelf, the 
country of that unhappy prince, for whoſe ſer- 
vice they pretended at firſt to enter into the 
empire, are ſtill more flagrant inſtances, if 
poſſible, of their perfidy, and of the caution 
all princes for the future ought to uſe how they 


\ truſt em. Thus it may be well ſaid, their 


right hand is a right hand of falſbood. While, 
on the other fide, it is our great joy and ho- 


nour, and crowns the triumphs of this day, 


that the cauſe of our King is juſt and good, 
and that he is as famous -all over the world for 
his integrity, as he is for his valour, and has in 
this glorious inftance of both, exceeded all the 
princes in the world. This is alſo of God, 
and may our ſouls be filled with gratitude. 

And now what remains, but that we humbly 
improve this ſeaſon, in the moſt religious 
thankſgivings, which our Sovereign, after the 
pattern of David, having offer'd up at the head 
of his army, has commanded us alſo to ac- 
knowledge here at home. May our joy be ra- 
tional and religious, and our gratitude to hea- 
ven be manifeſted, by maintaining a continual 
war with our own corruptions. May we ne- 
ver ceaſe to pray for the ſafety and true glory of 
our King, and for every divine bleſſing 5 ar 

acre 
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ſacred perſon, and on all his royal poſterity. May 
we fludy the things that make for the public 
ace and welfare, and if there be any ftrange 
children left among us, who have forgotten their 
yows in the days of their diſtreſs, and when 
French counſels prevailed in this nation, may 
God open their eyes, and humble them for their 
great ſin and folly. I hope none ſuch are to be 
found among the proteſtant diſſenters; and I 
am glad I have this opportunity to fay, that it 
has adminiſter'd no ſmall pleaſure to a large aſ- 
ſembly of them in this city, to reflect that they, 
with the aſſiſtance of ſeveral of their miniſters, 
were warmly wreſtling with heaven for the 
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R falvation we now celebrate, at the very hour . 
, WH when the battle began. May that God who - wa 
„bas done theſe great things for us, while other 
nations are feeling the dreadful effects of his ven- 

n geance by the deſolations of peſtilence, as well 

© Bi 23 war, lead us all to repentance, forgive our na- 

d, tional fins, and continue his favour to us, that 


we may have many occaſions of this kind, to 


ly mter into his gates with thankſgruing, and into 
is courts with praiſe. 
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But ¶ know thy abode, and thy going out, 
and thy coming in, and thy rage a- 
gaiuſt ne. Becauſe thy rage againff 
me, and thy tumult is come up into 
mine ears, therefore I will put my 
hook in thy noſe, and my bridle in thy 
lips, and 1 will turn thee back by the 
way by which thou cameſt. 


H ER E are very few ſeaſons that we 
meet with in human life, which are 
more adapted to fill the minds of 

| men with ſeriouſneſs, than ſuch oc- 

caſions as theſe; when under thq awful fenfe of 
the divine diſpleaſure, and by all the obligations 
of reaſon, of religion, and of civil authority, 
whole nations aſſemble together about the foot- 
ſtool of almighty God, and unite in one com- 
mon act of humiliation there. The multiplied 
and aggravated tranſgreſſions of all orders of 
men among us, which we have been this day 
conſeſſing, undoubtedly require the exerciſe of 
the deepeſt contrition : and it is molt heartily to 
be wiſhed, that ſuch may be our mutual and 
feſolute endeavours, in the ſeveral ſtations in 
7. which 
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- which providence has placed us, to 8 an 
univerſal reformation, as will give t 


in a peculiar manner incumbent on us at ſuch a 


we were too inattentive to the public danger 
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2 A Sermon on the public Faff 


e beſt evi- 
dence of the truth and ſincerity of our repent- | 
ance. But I am perſuaded you are alſo not in- 
ſenſible, that the exerciſe of faith and truſt in 
God, who has ſo often bowed down his graci- 
ous ear to the addreſſes of this ſinful nation, | 
and ſo wonderfully interpoſed for our delive- 
rance, is a duty of very great importance, and 


time as this. Andan attempt to ſtir us up to the 
exerciſe of faith, may poſſibly be thought the 
more ſeaſonable on this occaſion, becauſe, as 


when the preſent unnatural Rebellion firſt broke 
out, ſo, as it increaſed upon us, and the danger 
drew nearer, we have perhaps funk too much 


Into the contrary extreme. I hope the paſlage 


I have choſen for your preſent conſideration, if 
rightly applied, may have a proper tendency to 
promote this good end. In attempting which, 


I. Give you ſome account of the remark 
able occaſion of theſe words, from the hi 
ſtory contain'd in the context, 


II. Pol Nx out ſome particular circumſtance 
that we ſhou'd eſpecially remark, and 


III. ExpEavour to improve the whole tt 
the ſolemn occaſion of this day. 


I. I wou'! 


occafion'd by the preſent Rebellion. 3 


I. I wov'p give you ſome account of the re- 


3 markable occaſion of theſe words, from 
5 the hiſtory contained in the context. 
2 Tux author of this book, as well as the pro- i 


phet Jaiab, gives us a very worthy and ho- 
nourable character of Hegetiab. He had no 
doubt his miſtakes in private life, as well 
as in the adminiſtration of government, and 
divine record has not been entirely ſilent about 
them; but it appears from his hiſtory, that he 
was a truly great and good prince: he made 
righteouſneſs, and juſtice, and the happineſs of 
his people the meaſures of his government, and 
the conduct of David, his renowned predeceſ- 
for, his great example: he religiouſly labour'd 
to root out the great idolatries from the land of 
Judah, which had been introduced, eſpecially 
in the reign of Ahaz his immediate predeceflor, 
and ſteadily maintained the true religion,- in 
oppoſition to all human inventions, as it had 
been delivered down from heaven by the hand 
of Moſes, As his heart was thus aright with 
God, and his government applied to anſwer the 
true ends for which government was deſigned, 
ſo God was with him, and proſpered him great- 
ly, giving him the hearts of his People, victory 
over his enemies, and great reputation among 
all his neighbours =. | 
Tiglath-pileſer having, after the death of 
Sardanapalus, ſucceeded in the ſettlement "ed 
| B 2 | is 
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4 A Sermon on the public Fat 

his new erected empire in Aſyria, laboured, as 
the uſurpers of the rights and liberties of man- 
kind generally do, by all forts of meaſures, tho 
ever ſo unjuſtifiable, to extend his dominions : s 
his ſucceſies were over-ruled by divine provi- 


dence, to ſcourge the nations round him with 
great ſeverity for their iniquities; and among K 
the reſt, the people of Judab felt the weight 4 
of his oppreſſion; for Ahaz their king having 00 


corrupted them with idolatry, and enervated N 
them with vice, baſely ſubjected his own ho- R 
nour, and betrayed their liberties, by becoming Ml! 
tributary to this aſpiring * rand, which not By 
a little contributed to the advancement of his n 
growing power. b | 
 Salmaneſer, who ſucceeded to the throne of 
Aſſyria, was no ſooner ſettled in it, but he came 
up againſt Samaria, and after a ſiege of three ak 
years, ſubdued it; and the ten tribes of el 
being given up by God into his hands, were * 
carried by him „ miſerable captivity, in 
from which they Mever returned to this day, 
becauſe, as the ſacred hiſtorian informs us, they Ji 
obeyed not the voice of the Lord their God, but 
tranſgreſſed his covenant, and all that Moſes his 
ſervant commanded, and wou'd not hear them, 
nor do them b. Thus it fared with I/ eel: but 
at this very time the king of Judah, having firſt 
reformed his people from the national impieties 
which his father had introduced, bravely threw 
off the ſcandalous and ſervile yoke to which he 
had ſubmitted, and reigned for many years in 
peace and great proſperity, 


| Sena» 


d 2 Kings xviii. 12, 


%%% Tw... MERE ONES alas, gh 


predeceflors, threatned the ſpeedy deſtruction 
of all the remains of liberty that were left in 
the world; and having carried his victorious 
ums thro many provinces and kingdoms, he 


march'd againſt the land of Jada, and re- 


duced Hezełiab to ſuch diſtreſs, that he was 
obliged to ſubmit to very: diſhonourable terms. 


Neither cou'd this ſatisfy the ambition of this 


proud and treacherous enemy, nor cou'd any 
reaty ſecure either his faith or his friendſhip. 
But looking on Hezebiab as the prince who 
chiefly check d his ſpreading conqueſts, he re- 
blves to bend all his force againſt him, and 
bon invades the kingdom of 5 Judab again. 
Hezekiah, on this very threaining 

uking counſel with bis princes and his — 
ner, like a brave and vigilant commander, 
made all the proper military preparations that 
ime, and the national circumſtances wou'd ad- 
nit; and having arm'd, officer d, and diſci- 
lin 4 his he called them together, and 
ncouraged their valour and their loyalty, by a 
ſry religious and affectionate ſpeech. © Be 
' frong and couragious, fays he, be not afraid 
r. Tihmayed for the king of Aſlyria, nor for 
' all the multitude that is with him; for there 
be more with us than with bim. With bim is 
an arm of fleſh, but with us is the LoRD our 
op, 10 help us, and to fight aur battles e. 


IN 


2 Ch ron, 4s 2. 


'd by the preſent Rebellion. 5 
Senacherib who ſucceeded Salmaneſer, moſt 
nolently purſuing the ambitious views of his: 
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6 A Sermon on the public Faſt. 
In the mean time Senacherib having laid 
fiege to Lachiſb, ſends a mighty army, and at- 
tacks Feruſalem itſelf, under the command of 
his three generals, Rabſhakeb, Tartan, and 
Rabſaris, who deliver d a moſt inſolent meſ- 
ſage from their maſter to the king; in which 
he deſpis d his councils and his ſtrength for war, 
abuſed his allies, and, which was worſt of 
all, caſt contempt on his confidence in God; 
blaſpheming his reformation of the people from 
idolatry, and his attachment to the true religion, 
and pleading, at the ſame time, the divine com- 
miſſion for this wicked undertaking of his own, 
Rabſhakeh, who was the ſpeaker on this occa-| 


ſion, likewiſe tempted the people to a treaſon- 


able departure from their allegiance to their 
rightful prince, and to a vile ſubjection to his 
maſter; endeavouring to intimidate them with 
threats, and to ſooth them with promiſes of 
rendering fo baſe a vaſſalage as eaſy and happy 
as the liberty they now enjoy'd.4 But they 
were too well acquainted with the miſeries to 
which other nations were expoſed, who hac 
ſubmitted to the uſurpation of this haughty ty 
rant, and too ſenſible of the bleſſings they en 
joy'd under the free and gentle government ol 
Hezekiah, to liſten to ſo baſe a propoſal, Ane 
tho' they were ſtruck with a terror, on this oc 
caſion, which is natural to ſuch circumſtances; 
yet neither their fears, nor the flattering decla 
ration of Rabſhekah (who ſeems, by his read 
neſs in the Hebrew language, to have been d 

a poſtat 


4 2 Kings xvili. 20 —35 
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occaſion d by the preſent Rebellion. T 


apoſtate Few, or rather perhaps one of the cap- 
tive 1/raelites ©) could prevail on any of them 
to depart from their allegiance : but ze people 
held their peace, as the context informs us, and 
anfivered him not a word. It ſeems they united 
ſtrictly together, in their loyalty to their prince, 
and the defence of their country ; and were de- 
termined in this dangerous conjuncture, if the 
invader ſhould be too powerful for them, how- 
ever to fall bravely with the deſtruction of their 
liberties. | | FR 
Goop Hezekiah, in this emergency, nei- 
ther ſinks under the weight of his diſtreſs, nor 
goes out vainly in a confidence of his own 
ſtrength ; but humbly ſenſible of the national 
iniquities, which had expoſed both himſelf and 
his people to ſo great a calamity, and exerciſing 
faith in the aid of heaven, he ſets them a religi- 
ous example; he rends his royal garments, covers 
himſelf with ſackcloth, and goes into the houſe 
of the Lord ; and while he remains there hum- 
bling himſelf at the foot of God, he ſends 
ſome of his principal officers of ſtate, and the- 
elders of the prieſts, in the ame mournful dreſs, 
to Jſaiab the prophet; repreſenting to him, 
that it was a day of great national trouble, of 
juſt rebuke indeed for their tranſgreſſions, but 
withal, a day wherein God himſelf was inſolently 
affronted and blaſphemed ; he deſires the aſſiſt- 
ance of his prayers on this important occaſion, 
and expreſſes his humble hope, that as the Lord 


| had 
See Prideaux's Connect. Part. I. pag. 24. 


8 A Sermon on the public Faſt. 

had heard how Rab/hakeh had defy'd his power, 
and blaſphemed his name, ſo he would alſo 
hear the prayer of his prophet ; and as he had 
ſeen the ravage that this lawleſs tyrant Senache. 
7i6 had made of the liberties and poſſeſſions of 
other nations, he would appear in his glory 
.and his mercy, and fave the remnant that wer: 
A. In which requeſt, you ſee, he makes no 
particular mention of himſelf, but, as the truc 
father of his people, all uneaſineſs for his own 
| perſonal ſafety ſeems to have been ſwallowed up, 
In the greater concern he had for the deliver- 


ance and welfare of his m__ 
WurxN a prince, and the various orders of 


men in a nation have been brought into ſuch a 
diſpoſition as this, it was never known that the 
great Governor of the world has been backward 
to appear in their behalf: and the prophet wa 
provided with an anſwer, as ſpeedy as the oc- 
caſion was emergent. * Thus, . fays he, /þall 
&« ye fay to your maſter, Thus faith the Lord, 
t Be not afraid of the words which thou haſt 
* heard, with which the ſervants of the hing if 
e Afyria have blaſpbemed me. Bebold, I will 
end a blaf upon him, and he ſhall bear a ru- 
« mour, and ſhall return to his own land, and 
« Twill cauſe him to fall by the fivord in his own 
c land. i Thus, as he e e won _ 
by uſurpation and tyranny, he was to fall by 
25 _—_ unnatural — and be ſlain by the 
hands of his own ſons. = 


Tuo 


f 2 Kings xix. 6, 7. 


— — my = — . — — ny — 


. 


occaſſon d by the preſent Rebellion. 9g 
Tuovo the judgments with which the Lord 
threaten d Senacherib ſoon began to operate, 
yet as wicked men wax worſe and worſe, and 
their meaſure of fin muſt be filled up, before 
the compleat vengeance of God is poured 
down upon them; ſo he rages in his diſap- 
pointment, threatens the ruin of Judab, and 
inſults the great God ſtill more: he ſends a 
moſt inſolent letter to Hezekiah, in which he 
boaſts of his triumphs over the liberties of other 
great nations, and over the mighty kings he 
had ſubdued, and with moſt outragious and im- 
pudent blaſphemy defies the majeſty of heaven, 
aying, Let not thy God, in whom thou truſteſt, 

decerve thee, &c. 8 | 
Hezekiah received the letter at the hands of the 
meſſengers, and read it with a patience and mo- 
deration worthy his great character; and inſtead 
of retorting the inveCtives it contained, and giv- 
ng ſuch an anſwer to it as might have been 
expected, remembring that vengeance is the 
Lirds, and believing he had taken the execu- 
lon of it, on this occaſion, into his own hands, 
he goes himſelf up to the temple, and there 
ſpreads it before God; and in the moſt 
humble and lively application to his righteouſ- 
ies. and his mercy, he repreſents the ſucceſs of 
e kings of Aſſyr1a againſt other nations, the 
age of Senacherib againſt him and his people, 
and the reproaches with which the captain of 
his hoſt had profained his own tremendous 
ro ame; he pleads the intereſt of Fudeh in 
1 C God, 


£ 2 Kings xix. 10. 


10 A Sermon on the public Faſt 
God, and cries out in the moſt moving man- 
ner, Now therefore, O LoxD our Gop, I be- 
ſeech thee, ſave us out of his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the 
LoRD Gop, even thou only. h 

Such was the ſucceſs of this application to 
heaven, that immediately a meſſage came to 
Hezekiah, thro the hands of Jaiabh the pro- 
phet, to acquaint him that God had heard his 
prayer; that the day was coming when Judal 
ſhould laugb this haughty monarch 70 ſcorn; 
that after all the boaſts of his victories, it was 


owing to the divine influence that he had met 


with ſuch ſucceſs ; and that it was for the puniſh- 
ment of their ſins, he had been permitted to 4 
kingdoms waſte, and fenced cities into ruinous 


heaps ; that it was the living and the only true | 


God whom he blaſphemed, who had made uſe 
of him as the rod of his wrath, to puniſh ido- 
latrous and ſtubborn nations, and to chaſtiſe 
 Jfrael for their departure from him; that it was 
for this reaſon that the inhabitants of Samar, 
and other great cities, were of /mall power, that 
they were diſmayed and confounded, and be- 
came as the graſs of the field, and as the green 
herb, as the graſs on the houſe tops, and as corn 
blaſted before it be grown up", But as for He- 
zekiah he had humbled himſelf, and put his 
truſt in the Lord ; and the nobles, and other 
orders of men in the kingdom of Judab, in 
obedience to the command of their prince, and 
in imitation of his royal example, had laid 
. them- 
k 2 Kings xix. 19. i Ibid, 25, 26. 
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themſelves in ſackcloth at the divine foot-ſtool, 
and placed their confidence in God; and there- 
fore this wicked attempt againſt their religion 
and liberties ſhou'd prove abortive, and the hoſt 
of. Senacherib, with Rabſhakeb his meſſenger, 
ſhould be obliged to retreat with ſhame and 
lifappointment, as in the words of my text, 
and thoſe that follow know thy abode, and 
thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage 
gainſt me. Becauſe thy rage againſt me, and 
thy tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I 
will put my hook in thy noſe, and my bridle in thy 
ts, and I will turn thee back by the way by 


ich thou cameſt. The king of Aﬀyria ſhall not 
one into this city, nor ſboot an arrow there, nor 
sv before it w01th ſhield, nor caſt a bank againſt 
c 1.— for I will defend this city to fave it, for 
ve orem /ake, and for the ſake of my ſervant 
c David, A prophecy that was immediately ac- 
* WW compliſhed ; for an angel of God having in a 
rost ſudden and awful manner deſtroyed the 
; reateft part of the Aſſyrian army, Senacherib 
50 {ed out of Juda with great ſhame and preci- 


tation into his own country, and fell there 
nto contempt among his own ſubjects; ſeveral 
1 of his provinces revolted to the Medes, which, 
" with his own miſerable and moſt unnatural - 
death, was ſoon followed by the ruin of the 
Aſyrian empire. ns Ba 554 
* Having thus given you a ſhort view of this 
., ery remarkable and inſtructive piece of ſacred 
ſtory, J proceed, 


C5 „ 
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II. To point out to you ſome particulars 
in it, which, I think, we ſhould on this 
occaſion eſpecially remark. As, 


1. THE circumſtances which threatned 
Hegebiab, and the nation of the Fen; 
with extreme danger, on this occaſion, 


2. Tnosx alſo which expoſed their ene- 
mies to the ſpecial reſentment of Hes. 
ven, and gave the king of Judab and 

his people encouragement to hope for 
deliverance, and, 


| 3. TuE deliverance itſelf, together wit 
the manner in which the prophet 1 
preſents the puniſhment of their ene 
mies. ig 


FIRST, I wou'd obſerve, that there were ſe 
veral circumſtances which, in a ſpecial manner 
threaten'd Hezekiah and the nation of the Jeu: 
at this time, with extreme danger. And, 
I. Txsx are ſuch as ariſe from the condi 
tion of the enemy, his views, and the method 
he took to put his purpoſes in execution. A 
he evidently aimed at univerſal empire, ſo b. 
had made many ſucceſsful conqueſts, ba 
greatly enlarged his territories, and already i 
duced very great and powerful provinces, to 
Mlaviſh ſubjection to his arbitrary government 
the neighbouring kingdom of Samaria was ful 


dued by his arms, and he had carried the by 
b ' 
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ple of Jfrael into captivity : the oppoſition his 
ambitious enterprizes had met with from He- 
zekiah, had fired him with revenge; the army 
which he had ſent under the command of Rab- 
ſhakeb, was very formidable; and the addreſs of 
their commander, on the occaſion; ſhews that 
the court of Aſyria was abundantly practiſed 
in all the arts of ſubtile and wicked policy. 
Theſe conſiderations, might juſtly give the 
Jews a dreadful proſpect of their ſucceſs, And 
then, R | WP. 

2. IT is to be conſidered, that tho' the peo- 
ple of Fudab, were in ſome things greatly re- 
formed, and had joined with their king in a 
general proteſt againſt the idols of the heathens 
yet their national iniquities were very great, as 
may be collected from the threatning warnings 
of the prophet /a:ah at this time. Atheiſm, 
impiety, and immoralities of various kinds, 
abounded among them; great luxury, and in- 
temperance, fraud and violence, falſnood and 
hypocriſy; they had added ſin to fin, they had 
deſpiſed the word of the Lord, and wou'd not bear 
his law. They had /aid to the ſcers, ſee not; 
and to the prophets,” propheſy not unto us right 
things, ſpeak unto us ſmooth things; propheſy de- 
cetts ; get you out of the way, turn aſide out. of 
the path, cauſe the holy one of Iſrael to ceaſe from 
before us. And thoſe who made a ſtricter pro- 
feſſion among them, had too generally ſatisfied 
themſelves with the forms of religion, arau- 
ing near to the Lord with their mauths, and bo- 
nouring bim with their lips, while their hearts 
were 
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were removed far from him. And to theſe com- 
plaints the prophet adds, that in the midſt of 
the full enjoyment of their liberties, a mur- 
muring diſpoſition had prevailed amongſt them. 
As it was thus with the people, ſo it was with 
their rulers; many of them had greatly tranſ- 
greſs'd, while imminent dangers threatned the 
public; they indulged themſelves in luxury and 
licentiouſneſs of manners, and there were many 
inſtances of oppreſſion to be found among 
them. They had diſcovered a great contempt 
of divine providence, and had withdrawn their 
confidence in a great meaſure from God, and 
laced ĩt on their own wiſdom and ſtrength, and 
in the alliances they had formed with their 
neighbours ; ſeeking deep to hide their counſels 
from the Lord, their works were in the dark, 
and they ſaid who ſeeth us? and who knoweth 
ur? neither were their priefts or their prophets 
innocent; but many of thoſe, whoſe buſineſs 
it was to reprove in the gate, were fallen into a 
lethargy, and the ſpirit of a deep ſleep was come 
upon them k. And again, . 
3. To theſe things muſt be added, that, on 
the approach of this powerful and daring ene- 
my, an univerſal terror ſeized upon the people; 
and, as Hegekiah himſelf expreſſes it, the chil- 
dren. were come to the birth, but there was not 
ftrength to bring forth l. And indeed, it is no 
wonder, for the king of Aliyria appeared as the 
rod of God's anger, and his ſervant Rabſhakeh, 
as the flaff of his indignation—his hand had found 
| as 


& Tſai, ch. xxix. xxx. 2 Kings xix 3. 
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as a neſt the riches of the people. He came ta 


Ajah, he paſſed on to 8 at Michmaſh be 


laid up his carriages. They went over the paſſage; 
they took up their lodging at Geba; Ramah was 
afraid, and Gibeah of Saul fled—He came to take 
the ſpoil and the prey, to tread down the people 


like the mire. in the ftreets He ſhook his hand 


againſt the mount of the daughter of Sion, againſt 
the hill of Jeruſalem m. Such was the great 
danger that Hezekiab and his people were in at 
this time, But then, 

SECONDLY, There were ſome A OS 
alſo in the caſe, which evidently expoſed _ 
invaders to the divine reſentment, and 
Judah no ſmall encouragement to e for 
deliverance. And, 

i. Gon himſelf took particular notice of 
theſe enemies of his people; their character, 
their diſpoſitions, and their purpoſes. I know, 
lays the Lord, thine abode, &c. He knew from 
whence they came, and where they dwelt. 
However, the courtiers and idol-prieſts of 4 
fria, might flatter their vain monarch, the 
Lord knew that he ſprung from a race of ty- 
rants, and that he inherited the ambition, and 
the deſtructive views of his anceſtors ; that he 
was the oppreſlor of his own people, and: the 
great pillar of idolatry ; that he ſat in the feat 
if the ſcornful, and that he inſolently deſpiſed his 
power, by whom Lings reign, and princes decres 
Juſtice, He was well acquainted: with all his 
arbitrary purpoſes and. counſels, and with the 

abject 


m Iſai. x. 
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. abje@ readineſs of the poor ſlaves his ſubjects to 
execute them. He knew the malice of his and 
their hearts againſt his people ; and that there- 
fore they hated them, becauſe they were the 
objects of his favour. LE 
Tur Lord himſelf, by whom all actions are 
weighed, had taken ſtrict notice of the paſt and 
— conduct of Senacherib, his going out and 
his coming in; he had obſerved what unrigh- 
teous uſe his predeceſſors had made of their 


power, and what outrage he had ſpread in the 


earth; what nations had been enſlaved by the 


treachery of his councils, what ravages had been 


committed, and what torrents of blood had 
been ſhed by the lawleſs fury of his arms. Tho 
his purpoſes had been ſecret to men, and had 
been covered with the moſt ſpecious but falſe 
pretences; yet God had ſearched the depth of 
all his former ſchemes, and none of the fraud, 
violence, and impiety which had attended the 
execution of them had been hidden from him. 
Nox was he leſs acquainted with the pride, 
injuſtice, and cruelty of the preſent deſign: a 
deſign big with great miſchief indeed! a deſign 
violently to invade the juſt rights of the belt 
rince in the world, and to ſtir up a moſt un- 
natural rebellion among his ſubjects, that he 
might the more effectually ſubdue both prince 
and people to himſelf, and reduce Fudah to be- 
come a province of Aſ/yria ! a deſign to plun- 
der the nation of their wealth, to take Heir 
young men to grind, and their children to carr) 
wood ; to raviſh the women in Sion, and Tm 
maids 
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maids in the cities of Fudah; to bind their princes 
with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron ; 
and, in a word, to turn that land into a deſart, 
which had been long and very juftly eſteemed, 
the glory of the whole earth, and the faireſt 
habitation of liberty, learning, and religion. 
The Lord knew that he had exalted his voice, 
that he had hfted up his eyes on bigh, in the 
pride of his heart, ſaying, With the multitude of 
my chariots I am come up to the Height, of the 
mountains, to the fides of Lebanon; and I will 
cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice 
firs thereof, and T will” enter into the lodgings of 
his borders, and into the foreſt of his Carmel. — 
I will dry up rivers—and lay waſte fenced cities 
into ruinous heaps n. e Bled 

Bur, what render'd the caſe ſtill more threat- 
ning on their fide was, that the Lord ſaw the 
chief deſign of theſe enemies of his people, was 
level'd againſt himſelf, his prerogative, his ho- 
nour and his goodneſs ; againſt the true reli- 
zion he had planted in the land of Fudab, a- 
gainſt the reformation which had lately taken 
place there, and becauſe of the ſpecial marks 
of favour he had beftowed upon this happy na- 
tion, I know thy rage againſt me, that thou haſt 
lift up thy voice and thine eyes on high, even againſt 
the holy one of Iſrael. So tender is the regard 
which God always has for his people, that what 
is done againſt them, he takes as done againſt 
himſelf. But in this caſe, it was not only fo, 
but the bold invader of that nation, which al- 

D | mighty 
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mighty God had choſen for his own inheri- 
tance, was not afraid to declare war openly a- 
gainſt heaven, and to defy the authority and 
power of the divine majeſty in the moſt explicit 
and direct manner. Such it ſeems was the pride 
of this haughty and ambitious prince; that as 
he cou'd bear with no competition on earth, 


ſo he cou'd not be willing that ſupreme govern- | 


ment ſhou'd remain with the God of heaven. 
Ap then, God obſerved their fumult, the 
outragious manner of the attempt. He not 


only beheld the inſolence and defiance with 


which he himſelf had been already treated by 
the Aſyrians, on this occaſion, as well as Heze- 
kiah and his people; but he evidently foreſaw 
all the inhuman conſequences which would at- 
tend their ſucceſs ; with what 7umultuous fury 
they would lay waſte that holy city, which he 
had conſecrated to his own glory ; with what 
various impieties they would profane his fa- 
_ cred temple, and pollute his altars, and his 
ſanctuary ; he foreſaw the brutal indignities 
with which they would treat that excellent 
prince whom he had anointed, together with 
his family, and all the nobles of Fudah ; and 
that the ſacred character of his prophets and his 
prieſts, would not protect them from the ſame 
violence : in one word, the plunders, rapes, and 
murders, with every other barbarous attendant 
of ſuch a tumultuous conqueſt, as this rude and 
heathen hoſt deſign'd, were all in the divine 
view. And the notice God was pleaſed to take 
of theſe things, gave hope to Judah. But _ 

| 2 tt 
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2. IT is further to be conſider'd, that the 
preſent imminent danger of religion, liberty 
and honour, and of every thing that could 
he dear, both to prince and people, had a- 


and of their ungrateful treatment of their divine 
benefactor ; had humbled them before Odd, 
had engaged them to ſet a proper eſtimate 
on thoſe important privileges which were fo 
greatly threatned, and had brought them into 
a temper of mind, which, in ſome good mea- 
ſure, prepared them for mercy and deliverance. 
While Senacherib ſwell'd with pride, and de- 
ſpis d heaven itſelf, and the apoſtate 700/ that 
he ſent on this occaſion, threatned and abuſed 
a good king, and a brave nation, and blaſ- 
phemed the Lord their God, Hezekiah, you 
lee, inſtead of rendering railing for railing, or 
reſting his confidence on any power of his own, 
or the preparations he had made for defence; 


$ makes his humble application to heaven for 
$ chef; and engages the interceſſion of the pro- 
t phet Iſaiab to the ſame purpoſe. He knew the 
bh WE national fins were great, and that their enemies 
d were powerful and reſolute; but he knew alſo 
is WW that the prayers of a righteous man were pre- 


je valent with God. 7 may be, ſays he, thy 
d Wl © God will hear the words of Rabſhakeh, whom 
nt the king of Aſſyria his maſter has ſent to re- 
d © proach the living God, and will reprove the 
* words which the Lord thy God hath heard; 
* wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant 
that are left, Perhaps he will think that the 
G ruin 


waken'd in them a ſenſe of their iniquities, 
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ce ruin and ſlaughter, which this wicked and 
e ambitious prince hath ſpread around him, is 
te ſufficient, and that it is now time to ſtop him 
e in his career; and that he will fave the few 
* that remain, and call the common ſpoiler to 


© an account. And afterwards, when the in- 
ſolence of this enemy was repeated by the moſt | 


daring and impious letter that ever was wrote, 
the good king, as you have heard, at the head 
of a weeping nation, - ſpread it with his own 
hands before the Lord; and in a moſt humble 
and moving manner, repreſented their mournful 
circumſtances, their intereſt {till in God, not- 


withſtanding their unworthineſs, and the rage 


and blaſphemy of their enemies; and mot fer- 
vently implored the interpoſition of heaven in 
their behalf. To this it muſt be added, 

3. THAT the people, on this occaſion, not- 
withſtanding all the threatnings of the enemy 
on the one hand, and all his invitations and 
flattering promiſes on the other, continued ſted- 
faſt and united in their loyalty to their king, 
and their faithfulneſs to their country. But a- 
bove all, | 

4. TRE was hope for Fudah, becauſe 
their enemies were the enemies of God. They 
had ſinned greatly, but cou'd yet plead the 
glory of God's own name, the excellency of 
that true religion, which the Aſyrians came to 
extirpate, and thoſe ſacred liberties they came 
to deſtroy ; they could plead what he had done 
for their anceſtors, and the promiſes he had 
made to David; and, under the deepeſt * 

| 0 
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of all their iniquities, they could plead that 
there was a remnant yet leſt, that truly feared 
his name, and loved his law, and had an af- 
fectionate concern for thoſe precious 1i 
with which he had bleſſed their country. Aid 
thus there 'was yet hope that the zeal of 7h 
Lord of hoſts would appear for them, I proceed, 

THIRDLY, To take ſome notice of the 
account we have of the event, relating to the 
deliverance which was promiſed them on the 
one hand, and the puniſhment that was threat- 
ned to theſe their outragious enemies on the 
other; both of which were ſoon very glori- 
ouſly accompliſh'd. 

AND one cannot review the meſlages ſent to 
Hezekiah by the ee together with the 
accompliſhment of his predictions, without ob- 
A the ſpeed of the deliverance; the ve 
peculiar and aſtoniſhing appearance of the hand 
of God in it, and the manner in which the cir- 
cumſtances of the puniſhment of theſe Aſyri- 
ans, were ſuited to the nature of this impious 
and daring attempt. 

Hezekiah was directed to calm his fears, and 
not be diſcouraged; for providence had taken 
care to divert the arms of his enemy, that were 
imployed in the invaſion of Judah, and to 
humble his pride; that his own land ſhould be 
invaded, and thoſe of his troops that eſcaped the 
immediate vengeance of God, he ſhould be o- 
bliged to employ in defence of it; that as he 
delighted in blood, as he had enſlaved nations, 
and murdered thouſands, for no better pretence 


f than 
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than to advance his own grandeur, as he de. 
fied the powers on earth, and the God of hea- 
ven, he ſhould himſelf fall by the ſword ; and 
that not honourably in the field of battle, but 
in the very act of worſhip to his idol-god ; and 
fince his depredations on the liberties of man- 
kind had been ſpread far and wide, and he had 
tempted Fudah to rebel againſt ſo good a prince, 
and the tender father of his people, he himſelf 
ſhould fall by the rebellion and parricide of his 
own ſons. . 

ANp the manner of his retreat, is likewiſe 
very remarkably repreſented in the words of 
my text; the Lord declares, that he would put 
his hook in the noſe of his enemy, and his bridle in 
his lips, and that he would urn him back by the 
way by which he came, As if he had ſaid, © as 
J know his cruel and brutal deſign, and that 
* he is come like a wild boar out of the foreſt, 
«© with a tumultous herd of robbers and mur- 
* derers to accompliſh it; I will put my hook 
* zn his noſe, and check his rage in a manner 
* ſuitable to its nature. He has ſent Rabſha- 
&« keh, his march has been ſpeedy, and he is 
* come even to the gates of Feruſalem; but 
e I will ſtop his haſte with my bridle, I will 
« put it into his inſolent ps, and filence his 
pride and his blaſphemy ; and I will utterly 
ce deſtroy this wicked deſign againſt my people, 
and relieve their fears, by turning both him 
and his maſter beck; and with great con- 
* tempt too, for it ſhall be by the way by 
hie they came.” Thus God took the affair 
| | inta 
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into his own hand, and fulfilled his word: 


having performed his whole work, as the prophet 
ſpeaks, upon mount Sion, and on Jeruſalem, he 


puniſhed the fruit of the flout heart of the king 


F Aſſyria, and the glory of his high loobs o. For 
the greateſt part of this mighty hoſt, fell by 
the word of a deſtroying angel in one night; 
the reſt returned in the deſpicable manner de- 
ſcribed by the prophet; this proud monarch 
was ſlain in the temple of Ni/#och his God, by 
his own ſons ; and it was not very long, before 
the Aſyrian monarchy itſelf was diſſolved by 
the Medes and Babylonians. It remains, 


III. Tur I endeavour to ſhew you what 
application, I think, we may make of 
theſe things to our preſent national condi- 
tion, and the important occaſion that has 
engaged us in the ſolemn work of this 
day. And, | 


1. Ir Judah was expoſed to imminent dan- 
ger at this time, from the pride, the power, 
ad the rage of ¶Myria; what have not we had 
cafon to fear from the neighbouring monar- 
chies of France and Spain? For however, both 
their pride and their power have met with ſome 
ſebukes, by the bleſſing of God on the arms 
of our King and his allies ; yet, for the puniſh- 
ment of our fins, they have not been without 
rery conſiderable ſucceſſes in the preſent war: 
and though the ſtrength of France, be not 
equal 


® Iſai. x. 12. 
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equal to that of Af/yria, yet the ambitious 


views of that court have, for many years, evi- 


dently aimed at the ſame thing; to ſubject all 
the world to the tyranny of their princes. The | 
utter diſregard they have ſhewn to all treaties | 
and engagements, inſomuch that their faith | 
is become a proverb throughout all Europe ; | 


and the manner in which they have uſually 
treated other powers, ſhew, that in the practice, 
both of inſolence and flattery, and all the arts 
of deception, their miniſters of ſtate, though 
generally of the eccleſiaſtical order, have not 


been outdone by Rab/hakeh himſelf. Senacherib | 
ruin'd nations, and ſacrificed multitudes to his | 
idol Gods, and his own pride: but has not his 


infamy, in theſe reſpects, been abundantly ſur- 
paſſed by the bloody perſecutions of Louis xiv, 
and the wide devaſtations which were ſpread by 


hisarms ; while he thought it a ſufficient reaſon | 


to give the world for the ravages he made on 
the liberties of mankind, and the rivers of 
human blood which he ſhed; that it was 
for his ghry? Heaven has called him to his 


account, and his ſucceſſor, has neither been a- | 


fraid nor aſhatned; to purſue his ſchemes, and 

to tread in his ſteps. _ . 
Bur again, the revengeful diſpoſition of this 
court may, I think, be well compared to that 
of Aſſyria. With what rage have they not been 
fired at the bravery and firmneſs of our King, 
and at the checks their ambition has met with 
from his ſword, and that of his illuſtrious ſon ; as 
well as by the damage their commerce has juſtly 
ſuſtain d 
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fiſtain'd at ſea, and the reduction of the im- 
portant ſettlement of Cape- Breton; and till 
more ſo, by his majeſty's wiſe and ſucceſsful 
influence in the late election of an emperor, by 
which, that ballance of power is ſtill preſerved, 
which it is to be hoped will prevent Europe 
from falling into their hands? Thus enraged, 
I fay, they ſeem to have determined to leave 
nothing unattempted, in order to our utter de- 
ſtruction. . Encouraged by the progreſs of their 
arms in Flanders; and the. efficacious influ- 
ence of that powerful opiate, with which they 
have lull'd ſome of our neareſt neighbours, and 
moſt natural allies afleep ; and filled with hopes 
from their capacity and experience, 'in ſowing 
the ſeeds of ſedition, and raiſing a ſpirit of diſ- 
affection among ourſelves; at a ſeaſon of the 
year when their armies were at leifure, when 
in poſſeſſion of the coaſts neareſt to us, and the 
ports moſt convenient for an embarkation ; 
while our troops were abroad, and our whole 
country unfortified ; what ſucceſs, under theſe 
carcumſtances, did they not promiſe themſelves 
n the preſent deſign? V 

AND tho' the attempt of Rab/hakeh, to rea- 
ln the Jeus out of their liberties, and to per- 
ade them to change the wiſe and happy go- 
this ** 
hat WY ment they were under, and willingly ſub- 

ect themſelves to the baſe yoke of his maſter, 
was attended with an inſolence, hardly ever 
beard of before in the world; it ſeems to be 
pretty cloſely imitated, and, in ſome reſpects, 
exceeded by the modeſt 1 of the agents 


of 


26 A Sermon on the public Faſt 


of France and Rome, both in the declarations 

of the father, and the manife/tces of the ſon, 

Thus, tho the power of the Af/yrians was in- 

deed much greater, yet I think in their rage, 

their ſubtilty, and their preſumption, they hard- 

ly exceeded our enemies: and the grand deſign 

| | of both appears to be the fame; to ſupplant | 
good princes, to deſtroy the civil liberties of 

happy nations, to root out the true worſhip of | 

the living God, and to eſtebliſh tyranny and | 


es Tm r ©. 9. a 


idolatry in their room. RR 

S Bur there is one circumſtance, and a molt | 

important one, which has render'd our caſe, as 1 
1 2 much more dangerous than that of 

Feus. For the Aſſyrian invaſion was at 2 

time, when, notwithſtanding the many fins of | 

| Judab complained of by the prophets, reforma- 

| tion had in ſome good meaſure prevailed among 

them. And I with I cou d continue the parallel. 

But alas! in the enjoyment of far greater advan- | 

tages of light and knowledge, than the Jews 

could ever boaſt of, has not atheiſm and a general | 

contempt of divine providence prevailed. in this 

nation? what labour'd attempts haye been made 

to deſtroy the evidence of divine revelation? 

and how bas it been abuſed by the mockery of 

the pens, as well as the tongues of prophane 

men? under privileges and obligations, in- 

N finitely ſuperior to theirs, have not all or- 

ders of men corrupted their way among us! 

how is the whole land polluted with blaſ- 

Land and prophaneneſs, with drunkenneſs and 


——— —— 


wdneſs? what fraud and oppreſſion, what 
88 | ' falſhood 


= © 


"Fr, hay > , hen 23 


occafron'd by the preſent Rebellion. 2 * 
flſhood and perjury, what unpuniſh'd enor- 
mities every where prevail? what iniquities, 
which would have made heathens blu(h, are 
openly practis d in this great metropolis? and 
what an utter contempt of piety and prafticaF 
religion, is almoft every where to be found? 
how is the dignity of our ancient and noble 
families ſtained by the luxury and effeminacy 
of their poſterity ? Many of the great pillars of 
car liberties among the great, were in times paſt, 
men fearing God, and not aſhamed of the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt; but how is their glory tarniſhed 7 
and many of their eftates waſted by the riot 
of their ſacceffors, and thoſe that practiſe one 
ther luſts, and cheat them in their baſe and 
unmanty diverſions ? what encouragement 
5 given to every new-invented contrivance to 
axcite' and encourage the vicious temper of the 
mation? and how do the low vulgar copy after 
the great? IR I | | 

Nox is this dreadful charge to be brought 
only againft thoſe who have utterly forſaken 
Cod; but alas! thoſe who make profeſſion to 
have ſeparated themſelves from the wicked 
have, I fear, almoſt filled up the cup of our na- 
tonal guilt. The dangerous errors which a- 
bound among them, and deeply affect the glory 
of divine grace, the honour of the great Savi- 
cur of the church, and the Spirit of God; ſuch 
as ftrike at the only proviſion that is made for 
the ſalvation of men, in the atonement of Chriſt 
and his righteouſneſs, and the work of his Spirit 
in the ſoul; and the abuſe of all this grace, by 

e E 2 many 
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many who turn it into wantonneſs, are dread- 
ful evidences of our defection. So, that while 
ſome of our teachers are perpetually laying 
foundations, and erecting no buildings upon | 
them; others are continually building without 
taking any care of the baſis: while ſome ſet 
up practical religion in oppoſition to the do- 
ctrines of it, and deſpiſe molt of its principles 
as idle ſpeculations ; others are ſweating about | 
points of mere controverſy, and warm perſua- | 
ſions of the mind, to the great neglect of the 


g 
i 


5 


genuine fruits of faith, and the beſt evidence of 
it, in the growing purity of our hearts and lives. 
In a word, how does pride and envy, covetouſ- 
neſs and formality prevail? how are ordinances 3 
deſpiſed and nelected? how is religious con- 
verſation changed for faſhionable, vain, and, I } 
fear, vicious entertainments? how is family re- 
ligion laid aſide? and how are the duties of re- 
tirement, ſo neceſſary to improvement in piety 
and holineſs, by ſome almoſt entirely neg- 
lected, and by others how careleſsly performed? 
How is our glory faded! how 7s the gold became 
dim] how is the moſt fine gold changed] Surdy i 
we have outdone Judah in theſe things: and 
do we imagine the Lord does not fee, or that 
he is not jealous for his own glory? and ſhould} 
we not conclude from hence, that he is whett:ny | 
his glittering ſword againſt ſo provoking a peo- 
ple, and that his hand is about to take hold 0 
judgment? | ONS. 

WHILE the enemy was at a diſtance, the 
Jeus ſeem to have been very eaſy, and to hy 

| reſte 


reſted ſatisfied in their own ſtrength and cou- 
rage, and the aſſiſtance of their allies; but when 


the A yrian army approached Feruſalem, the 


univerſal conſternation is hardly to be deſcribed. 
And thus, as on the one hand, with reſpect to 
vain Con fidence, and contempt ofdiſtant danger, 
I fear we have not come behind them; fo on the 
other, I am perſuaded, that the general appre- 
henſion which ran thro this nation,” when it 
drew near, will not ſoon be forgotten. God 
grant it may be ſo remember d, as to put us, by 
an univerſal reformation, on an habitual readi- 
neſs to meet any future attack of this kind, 
more becoming the characters of OH e and 
of Engliſomen! But, 

2. As it was in the caſe of the enemies of 
God's people of old, ſo there are ſome circum- 
ſtances in the character and conduct of ours, 
which have alſo come under the divine obſer- 


vation, and may afford us no ſmall encourage- 


ment on this occaſion. And, 
1. Gop knows their abode, and that the kings 


of France and Spain have long pofleſſed the 


the throne of tyranny,” and have ſcorned the 
divine power ; and that the popes of Rome have 


ſat in the ſeat of God, and have exalted them 
ſelves above all that is called God, The Lord 
knows and obſerves all the hidden craft of the 


jeſuits, and the other emiſſaries of that execra- 
ble church : though they make hes their refuge, 
and hide themſelves under falſhood ; tho' they co- 
venant with hell itſelf, and ſeek deep to hide therr 
Councils from the Lord; tho c heir works are in 
the 
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the dart; and they ſay, who ſeeth us? yet none : 


of their impoſtures are concealed from the 
omniſcient eye of God. He has obſerved what 
principles of religion and government theſe pre- 
tenders have imbibed from them. He has ob- 
ſerved all their intrigues abroad, and the plots that 
have been carried on in their favour in theſe 


kingdoms, however they may be hidden from 


men. He knows their going out and coming in; 
has treaſured up the remembrance of all the in- 
vaſions which have been made on true religon, 
and the rights of mankind, by France and 
Spain; the wickedneſs and falſhood of their 
councils in former times: and he is perfectly 
acquainted with all the preſent deſigg. When 
we were indeed too much at eaſe, and too hitle 
apprehenfive of our danger, the ſecret at- 
tempt made by a few, with all the daring en- 


terprixe which has followed, was carefully ob- 


ſerved: by the watchful eye of God. It is our 
mercy that he inew their going out and com- 


nig in. 


enemies. He fees that their preſent deſign is 
moſt unjuſt and barbarous. It is not only to 
touch our liberties,. to bring us under tribute, 


and ſome degree of oppreſſion; but this at- 


tempt, like that of the Afyrian hoſt, was de- 
ſign d utterly to deſtroy and lay waſte our pro- 
perties; to turn this fru:tful land into a wilder- 
neſs, and to overwhelm all that has render d us 
the envy of the nations round about us, in one 
common ruin; to exchange our Nappy enjoy- 

ment 


2. Gop obſerves the craelty and rage of our 
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with all theſe unalienable * 
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ment of wealth and freedom, for that poverty 
and flavery which is the.certain concomitant of 
French power; and the pure religion of the 
ſcriptures, for that which is more contrary to 
all eaſe and revelation, than the vileſt inven 


tions of the heathen nations. 


AND what plea can be uſed on the part of 
our enemies for ſuch an attempt as this? They 
tell us indeed, that our kings have a Gina ak 
abſolute right over us; that it is hereditary, and 
indefeaſible; and however they uſe their autho- 
rity, it is not to be controuled or diſputed. 
Which is in effect to ſay, that this royal prero- 
gative entitles them to the ſame power over this 
great nation, as every gentleman in it has over 
his horſes and his dogs; that the people were 
made for the prince, and not the prince ap- 


pointed for them; that our kings have an una- 


lienable right to our eſtates and our labours, to 
our wives and our children, to our lives and our 
conſciences: that tho they break thro all the 
laws of reaſon, religion, and their country, 


tho they arbitrarily ſeize upon our ſubſtance, 
and abuſe our wives and daughters, tho' t 


ſubject our perſons to the vileſt drudgery of 
ſlaves, and tho they diſpoſe of our lives at their 


pleaſure, and of what is ſtill dearer, of our 


conſciences too; yet they are accountable for 
all this to none but the great God, or to- his 
vicegerent the pope. And they tell us, that this 
impliment of France, who 1s ſent over to make 
this modeſt demand upon us, comes attended 


-- + : 
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Bur not to infiſt on his doubtful birth, 
which indeed, is almoſt demonſtrated to be 
ſuppoſititious, by the care that was taken by 
his pretended parents to prevent the preſence 
of ſuch evidence, as on that occaſion, of all 
others that had ever happen'd of the like kind, 
| was become neceſſary; I fay, not to infiſt on 
this, bleſſed be God, with the light of the go- 
ſpel, we have received ſuch notions of thoſe 
liberties, which were bought at ſo dear a rate 
by our forefathers, that we are not eaſily to be 
entangled again with ſuch a yoke of bondage, as 
this. The dictates. of reaſon and revelation, 
ſpeak of no ſuch indefeaſible right in any man; 
and the hiſtories of all nations, ſhew that theſe 
principles have been every where, more or leſs, 
obliged to give way to the common rights of | 
mankind. Government is founded on contract: 
and as thoſe ſubjects who break thro' the funda- 
mental laws of it, ſuffer juſtly as traitors to their 
prince, and cannot convey to their poſterity ? 
what they have forfeited themſelves ; ſo if kings | 
break thro' the fundamental engagements they 
enter d into by their coronation oaths, they 
righteouſly forfeit their dignity and their 
power; and their poſterity, in ſuch caſes, will 
always ſurely be glad of ſome better title to ſuc- 
ceſſion, than this pretended unalienable inheri- 
tance. | 
AND what tribute do we owe to this H 
family, of which this perſon .pretends to be 
immediately deſcended; that we ſhould be 
willing to make a facrifice of ourſelves and 
dur poſterity, our liberties and our * to 
| their 
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their deſcendants, merely, becauſe of the near- 
neſs of their blood? Did not the firſt of them, 
by a moſt weak and iniquitous abuſe of the 
power to which he was raiſed, lay à founda- 
tion for all that miſery and bloodſhed, that 
followed on the tyrannical improvements in 
government, which attended the ſecond? And 
what national bleſſings were imported from 
France with the reſtoration of the third, but 
atheiſm, luxury and lewdneſs? a waſte of pub- 
lic faith, and pablic treaſure? a ſervile ſubjection 
to French power, and French money? an encou- 
ragement to every ſort of wickedneſs, and to 
popery the worſt of all? a perſecution of the 
beſt principles, and beſt men among us? And 
Y i we come down to the pretended father of 
bim, who has now ſent us a ſummons to ſub- 
; WM mitour necks to the yoke he has prepared for us; 

Y was not his ſhort reign made up of one conti- 
nued open violation of the oath he took when he 
aſcended the throne? of a ſeries of attempts to 
$ diſpenſe with our laws, and to engroſs our pro- 
/ perties ? to eſtabliſh»popery, and deprive us at 
y © once, of all the traces of liberty that were left? And 
ir WM thus as papiſts have not been aſhamed, to lay it 
Il W down as a public maxim, that they are obliged 
2 to keep 0 faith with hereticks ; ſo theſe. princes 
have ſucceſſively ſhewn; that they 9 
they were under no obligation to keep any with 


ed ſubjects. And can there be any merit in this? 
be Can a pretended: near alliance to ſuch princes 
_ as theſe, give a man any juſt title to a com- 
n 


pliment of thoſe 1 8 which the divine 


provi- 
elt 
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providence, at the glorious revolution, under 
the conduct of our great deliverer William III, 
ſo miraculouſly reſcued out of their hands? 
IT has been often made appear, that a pa- 
piſt is mote incapable of governing this nation, 
than an ideot or a lunatick ; and, bleffed be God, 
an experience now of near threeſcore years of 
ſweet liberty, ever fince the abdication of this 
lawleſs tyrant, and under a ſettlement of go- 
vernment, obtained by ſo wonderful an inter- 
poſition of providence, eftabliſh'd by the wiſeſt 
councils, by the united agreement of both 
houſes of parliament, the conſent of clergy and 
laity, bo of all ranks of men among us; a go- 
vernment confirmed by the moſt ſolemn oaths 
and appeals to heaven, defended by the blood 
of thouſands of our brave countrymen ; owned 
and guaranty'd by the greateſt powers on | 
earth; and bleſsd with ſuch an increaſe of 
riches, and ſuch a continuation of civil and |} 
religious liberty at home, and ſuch ſucceſs a- 
broad as this nation never enjoy'd before; 1 
fay, ſuch an experimental conviction as this, 
will never ſuffer us to go back again to Egypt, 
without ſuch a ſtruggle as is worthy, in ſome 
meaſure, the deſcendants of our brave anceſtors. 
But again, * a 3 
3. THE rage of our enemies againſt God 
himſelf, is, we hope, come up into his ears. 
This is our happineſs, tho” it be their greateſt 
condemnation, that the chief fpring of their 
indignation is againſt God. Theſe haughty 
princes, not content with that rational govern- 
| | ment 
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ment they might enjoy over their own ſubjects, 
55 and which would be moſt happy to themſelves, 
| do, in reality, by their exerciſe of deſpotic ſway, 
| uſurp his throne; and ſtill not ſatisfied with 
5 this violation of the natural rights of their own 
ſubjects, they are continually labouring encroach- 

5 ments on their neighbours; and would ſeize 
on the freedom of other nations, Which God 
has taken under his peculiar care. He ſees the 
envy they have to the ſpecial privileges which 
: he has beſtowed on theſe iſlands ; to a royal fa- 
b | mily which he has entruſted with the guardian- 
1 = fhip of theſe privileges, and which by a wonder- 
4 ful courſe of rovidences he has eſtabliſhed in 
the throne of theſe kingdoms; their rage againſt 


8 the * whom be delights to honour, and a- 
- gainſt thoſe people among us who moſt truly 


| fear his name: and molt of all, he beholds their 
c | rage againſt that pure religion, which by a ſeries | 
_ of miracles, he has planted and preſerved in 
this happy land. He ſees that their rage is in- 
ö deed againſt himſelf and his revelation; againſt 
| WH Chriſt and his goſpel. And then, a 


4 4. IT is matter of encouragement to us, that 
„ we have reaſon to hope that heir tumult is come 
N up into his ears. God has been witneſs to the 
” tumultuous violence, and the many barbarities 
which the brutiſh rabble, that have liſted them- 
Xl ſelves under this popr/p and abjured invader, 
in have perpetrated wherever they have come. 
a The ſpoils, the robberies, the blaſphemics, and 
5 murders of which they have been guilty, have 
y ſurcly reach'd the ears of the Almighty. Our 
8 1 1 2 gracious 
4 
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gracious King, like good Hezekiah of old, as 
the father of his people, the defender of their 
faith, and of their liberties, has ſpread their caſe 
and his own, before the great Governor of the 
world ; and called upon his princes, and his 
nobles, and all his people, to bow at the foot- 
ſtool of the God of heaven, to humble them- 
ſelves for their fins, and to implore his pro- 
tection and aſſiſtance, We are unworthy in- 
deed, of the divine regard, who have ſo much 
caſt off that ſenſe of true religion, which was 
ſo emminently ſeen in our forefathers. But tho' 


our iniquities are riſen to ſuch a height, as | 


that we ſhould be obliged to own the righteouſ- 
neſs of the ſentence, if we were to be given up 
into the hands of thoſe, whoſe tender mercies 
are cruelties; yet, thro' infinite goodneſs, there 
ſeem to be ſome appearances among us of re- 
turning to God; and he who enters into the 
ſecret chamber of every one that pours out his 
heart in prayer, cannot fail to obſerve a weep- 

ing nation, when they lift up their hands to 
his merciful throne at one time. And therefore, 
3. WE are not utterly to diſcourage our- 
ſelves, but to hope that our gracions God will 
yet deliver us, and. that thoſe ſons of vio- 
lence who have thus unrighteouſly attack'd us, 
will meet with the rebuke, that ſo wicked and 
inſolent an attempt deſerves. 

AFTER all the labours of our enemies to ſow 
the ſeeds of jealouſy and diſaffection, towards the 
beſt of kings, and the moſt juſt and gentle admi- 
niſtration in the world, and to foment and ag- 
| gravate 
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gravate diviſions among ourſelves; is it poſſible 
for any one to behold the ſpirit of loyalty and 
unanimity, which has, on this threatning occa- 
ſion, appeared throughout the whole nation, 
without acknowledging it muſt be of God? 
The glorious reſolutions of both houſes of par- 
liament, the addreſſes and aſſociations of great 
bodies of men, from every county, city and bo- 
rough in the kingdom; the zeal of the digni- 
fied, as well as lower clergy of the eſtabliſhment, 
and of miniſters and people of all other prote- 
ſtant denominations; the readineſs with which 
many of the nobility and gentry have rais'd 
troops in our national defence, and led them 
out againſt the enemy; the generous alacri- 
ty with which men of fortune have ſupported 
public credit, and voluntarily contributed to the 
extraordinary expence of this important occa- 
ion; and the readineſs which the rifing gene- 
ration diſcover to appear in arms to defend the 
liberties of their country, are good omens in 
our favour. M62: 7 
Gop has begun to concern himſelf for the 
ſake of his own name and glory eſtabliſh'd a- 
mong us, and he will remember us for David's 
/ake, and for the ſake of the remnant that are 
et in Sion. Surely then, if a general refor- 
mation doth but attend our prayers, we may 
comfort ourſelves with Judah, that the zeal 
of the Lord of hoſts will do this. God has al- 
ready put his hook in the noſe of the leader of 
this rebellion, and his ſavage followers; he has 
put his bridle into their lips: their declarations 
” and 95 
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38 Sermon on the public Faſt 


and manifefts's have been ſpread before the 
God of heaven; and by the order of parlia- 
ment treated, amidſt the acclamations of this 
great metropolis, with the contempt that the 
treaſon contained in them deſerves. Few have 
had either inclination, or temerity enough to | 
join them, in their inroad upon this ſouthern | 
part of the kingdom, They have been left to 
commit ſuch exceſſes, eſpecially in their return, 
as have given the nation a proper warning of 
what they muſt expect if they were to ſucceed, Þ 
Some of their officers and their ſtores of war, 
have fallen into our hands by ſea; and when 
this northern rabble, under their French and p- 
piſb commanders, were faying, they would | 
purſue, and overtake, and divide the ſpoils of a a2 
free and happy nation ; on the approach of the | 
brave duke of Cumberland, with a few of thoſe 
troops which humbled France in the fields of | 
Dettingen, and put their monarch in no ſmall | 
fear at Fontenoy, they have been driven back | 
with ſhame and precipitation, by the way by | 
which they came. cap | 

To conclude, let us continue to lie at the 
foot of God, and manifeſt that our national 
repentance is ſincere, by an univerſal reforma- | 
tion. The circumſtances we are under, are 
yet very threatning : the mortality among our | 
cattle, is an additional token of the divine diſ- 
pleaſure; and ſhews us how ſoon God can re- 
move from us the great ſupports of life, and 
take away our mill and our ſtrong meat, or 


convey a peſtilential diſeaſe from our cattle, to 
| our 


- 
* 
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our own perſons. Let us be humble under the 


mighty hand of God; and while we are gird- 
ing on our arms, and learning military ſkill, in 
order to defend ourſelves againſt inſurrections at 
home, and invaſions from abroad, let us attend 
ſtrictly to the chriſtian diſcipline, and put on 
the whole armour of God; let us labour con- 


tinually, and with the greateſt zeal and vigh 


lance, to ſuppreſs and mortify our own corru 
tions, and retift all invaſions made by the ene- 


mies of our fouls on our ſpiritual concerns. 


And, in the ſtrength of the Lord, let us ſet up 
our banners againſt the enemies of the peace 
of theſe kingdoms. Our cauſe is good, it is 
the cauſe of God, of righteouſneſs, and truth, 
and liberty. Many of our anceſtors have bravely 
fought, and bravely bled in this quarrel. Long 
experience has taught us, that popery and true 
liberty are incompatible; and when our reli- 


gious and civil freedom is gone, what is there 


left for a chriſtian or an engh/hman? 


WHAT can you expect, my brethren, and 
fellow ſubjects, from an invader bred up in the 


policy of France, and the religion of Rome? 
fired with revenge, for what he is taught by 
the father of lies, and the mother of barlits, 
to be the unjuſt expulſion of his pretended fac 
ther? ſworn to ſubject you to, the pope? and 


bound by every tye that can hold a po iſh bi- 


got, to reduce you to the yoke of France? Shall 
the pure knowledge and worſhip of God, hap- 
pily planted, and ſpread thro” this bleſſed land, 
give way to the abſurdity, idolatry, ignorance, 


and 
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and 88 of popery? Will you exchange 
your bibles for latin miſſals, and the legends of 
lying monks? Will you ſuffer the temples of 
the Lord to become once more the habitations 
of curſed idols, of prophane altars, and of anti- 
chriſtian prieſts? Can we read over the records 
of popiſh cruelty, which are plentifully to be 
found in the hiſtories of all the nations, where 
any reformation from their blind and impious 
doctrines has been attempted ; can we reflect on 
the millions of poor Indians who were murder- 
ed in America, under the blaſphemous pretext 
of ſaving their fouls; on the torrents of blood 
which were ſhed in the maſſacres of France and 
of Ireland; on the fires kindled in this land by 
the cruel and unnatural fathers of that accurſed 
church, in which they burnt alive, ſome of the 
holieſt, humbleſt, beſt of men, that ever lived 
in this, or any other nation; on the rage of 
popiſh princes, and popiſh prieſts, that the inno- 
cent blood of no age nor no ſex, no not that of 
tender infants at the breaſt, and in the womb 
cou' d ever ſatisfy; on the inquiſition, with its 
racks and gibbets, its dungeons and its fires; a 
. contrivance of theirs, a contrivance the moſt 
artfully and wickedly levelled againſt all truth 
and juſtice, and the liberties of mankind, that 
the powers of darkneſs ever propoſed, or ever 
executed; can we, I ſay, recollect theſe things, 
and is it poſſible for us to refuſe any aſſiſtance 
we can give, to prevent ſuch an inundation of 

moſt execrable miſchiefs on ourſelves our coun- 
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occaſſon d by the preſent Rebellion. 4 1 
Lr none of us be enſnared by the fair pro- 
miſes of papiſis, whoſe religion not only allows 
of lying and equivocation, but obliges its vo- 
taries to it, when the ſervice of the bloody 

oſtitute their mother requires it: a church, 
one of whoſe fundamental maxims is, to break 
all faith with hereticks ; and a maxim that has 
not only been practis'd by foreign princes, but 
in the moſt flagrant manner by the two laſt 
profeſs'd papiſts, who, for the ſins of this nation, 
for a ſeaſon poſſeſs d the throne of it. 
| Ovx laws are of our own making, and they 
have a free courſe. We have a Prince on the 
„ throne, given us by the apparent hand of hea- 
8 ven, the greateſt and the beſt Prince in the 
e | 
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world; who has during the whole courſe 
of his reign, made the laws and our welfare 
the rules of his government; who has al- 
ways been ready to hazard his precious life 
for our preſervation ; and who can have no 
enemy in the world, but from his attachment to 
the proteſtant cauſe, and his ſucceſsful interpo- 
ſition in the defence of the liberties of Europe; 
who never willingly injured one of his ſubjects z 
and the greateſt blemiſh of whoſe government, 
has been the mercy he has extended to ſome of 
thoſe wretches, who are now ſeeking his crown 
and his life. 

He has gloriouſſy devoted himſelf and his 
family to the defence of his dear people. May 
his people in grateful return, conſtantly and 
chearfully maintain his juſt rights, and the ſuc- 
21 | 2 cCeſſion 
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ceflion i in his illuſtrious houſe : may they rea- 
dily part with their treaſure, and, if called to 
it, their blood in ſupport of his throne; and 
for their own fakes, for the ſake of religion, 
freedom, and their dear poſterity, moſt readily 
unſheath their ſwords, in the ſtrength of hea- 
ven, and never put them up till theſe unnatural 
rebels at home are ſuppreſs'd, and theſe invaders F 
from abroad are thoroughly made ſenſible of 
the folly and wickedneſs of their attempt ; and 
till, with the help of God, the ambitious French © 
fomenter of this miſchief is brought within due 
bounds. May ſuch ſucceſs attend our prayers 
and our ſwords, as ſhall ſhew to the whole 
world, that the Lox himſelf is our Gop, and 
the great captain of our ſalvation ! 
AND when God's bleſſing on the councils 
and arms of our King, has ſettled the tranquil- 
lity of this, and neighbouring nations, let us 
reſolve to walk humbly and thankfully. And 
tho' the preſent union in loyalty and zeal for 
his Majeſty's perſon and family, and govern- 
ment, which ſo happily ſubſiſts among us, for- 
bids me ſo much as to mention former follies; + 
yet you will I am ſure allow it to be no unſea- 
ſonable caution, that we carefully watch againſt 
any relapſe into a ſpirit of murmuring againſt 
God, or a good government ; or the giving any| 
countenance to thoſe, who may attempt again 
to raiſe a ſpirit of diſaffection among us, in or- 
der to give our enemies ſome future hopes 0 
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ſucceſs. Let us uſe our utmoſt endeavours to 
promote 


occaſſon d by the preſent Rebellion. 43 
promote the public peace, and labour to inſpire 
all that are under our influence, with true zeal 
for the proteſtant religion, and ſteady loyalty 
to our dear and glorious King; and by ſuch a 
conduct do all within our power to relieve thoſe 
cares that attend his crown, that the bleſſin 

1 fo wonderfully preſerved to us, may be happily 
convey'd down to our lateſt poſterity. 
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buds 1 "bed * the his Author. 
I. ATIONAL TIngratitude exemplified, in 


the caſe of Chon. and his Family; and 
applied to the preſent times. A Sermon preverd 
Nov. 5. 1740. The Fifth Edition, | 


II. A Thanſgiving Sermon for the Victor 
at Dettingen, preach d Fuly 17. 1740. The 
Second Edition. 


Wich Sermons on ſeveral other Subjects and 
Occafions ; either ſeperate or bound together. 
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Being the day appointed by his MAI EST y 
for a national THANKSGIVING to 


Almighty God for the ſuppreſſion of the 


late unnatural REBELLION. 


da. 


By FOSEPH STENNETT. 


LONDON: 
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EZEKIEL xxxv. 10, 11. 


Becauſe thou haſt ſaid, Theſe two na- 


tions, and theſe two countries ſhall be 


mine, and we will poſſeſs it, whereas 
the Lord was there: Therefore, as I 
live, faith the Loxp God, I will even 
do according to thine anger, and ac- 


cording to thine envy, which thou haſt 


uſed out of thy hatred againſt} them : 


and I will make myſelf known amongſt 


them, when ] have judged thee. 


HE government of divine providence, 
which extends itſelf over all the 
works of God, and has a peculiar 
regard to every individual of the ra- 

tional world, and to the moſt minute affairs of 

human life, has always been ſupported with 
ſull evidence from reaſon and ſcripture; and 


the belief of it has been entertain'd, by wiſe 


and good men in all ages, with thankfulneſs 
and comfort. And however this doctrine has 
been treated by the irreligious and thoughtleſs 
part of mankind ; they muſt be abandon'd in- 
deed to the groſſeſt abuſe of their reaſoning 
powers, as well as an entire contempt of divine 
B | revelation, 
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2 A thankſgiving Sermon 
revelation, who diſregard the interpoſition of 
heaven, in the great and important affairs of 
ſtates and kingdoms, and thoſe events on 
which the happineſs or miſery of nations de- 
pends. i 

His Majeſty's pious deſign, in requiring all 
his ſubjects to attend the ſolemnities of this day, 
it is to be hoped, will be obey'd with ſuch a 
religious and grateful temper of mind, as is 
agreeable to the importance of the occafion ; | 
and that the national acknowledgements will 
be offer d up to almighty God, with ſuch hu- 
mility and fervour, as may bear ſome propor- 
tion to the extreme dangers with which we 
have been threatned, and the evident appear- 
ances of divine providence i in our deliverance: 
a deliverance that has ſaved us from the 
heavieſt and the baſeſt chains that France itſelf 
could forge for our liberties, and from that 
moſt accurſed of all abominations which Rome 
has long waited to impoſe on our conſciences; 
a deliverance which has defended and eſtabliſh- 
ed the throne of the worthieſt and beſt of 
princes, which has ſecured the moſt happy 
conſtitution, | in the world, and preſerved to each 
of us, and to our poſterity, every thing that 
can be dear to proteſtants, and a free people. 

AND I humbly hope, when the paſlage l 
have choſen as he ſubje& of this diſcourſe, is 
duly conſidered, it will not be thought unſuit- 
able to excite theſe diſpoſitions in your minds. 
In attempting which, I ſhall, 


I. ENQUIR: 


* — 
for the V ic. at Culloden. 1 3 


I. Exq IRE into the character of theſe ene- 
mies of Fudab and 1/raer, the occaſion of their 
controverſy with theſe nations, and their temper 
and behaviour towards them, which is re- 
proved and threatned, with ſo much ſeverity, 
in the text. | 

Becauſe thou haſt ſaid, and faid it with ſuch 
anger, envy, and hatred, theſs two nations, and 
theſe two countries ſhall be mine, and we will 


poſſeſs it. — 


IE I s HALL ſhew you the foundation of the 
hope of Judah and Ifrael, as well as of the dan- 
ger of their enemies, on this occaſion. 

The LorD was there, 5 


III. IS # ALL conſider the judgments ſolemn- 
ly denounced againſt them, and which were 
ſoon afterwards executed. "D 

3 8 as J live, ſaith the LoxD Gop, 
T will even do Arcording to thine anger, and ac- 
cording to thine envy, which thou haſt uſed out of 
thy hatred againſt them, 


IV. I SHALL endeayour to explain the awful, 
and yet encouraging declaration, reſpecting 1/- 
rael and Fudab, in the iſſue, and which we have 
in the cloſe of the text. 

— And I will make myſelf known among them, 
when I have judged thee. | 
Tusk things I ſhall attempt to illuſtrate 
from the context, and other paſſages of ſcrip- 

B 2 ture 
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ture relating to the n between theſe 
nations, and, 


LASTLY, apply the whole to our own cir- 
cumſtances, and the occaſion of the ſolemn joy 
of this day. 


I. Tx ENI am to enquire into the character 
of theſe enemies of Fudab and 1/ael, the occa- 
ſion of their quarrel with theſe nations, and 
their treatment of em, which is ſo ſeverely re- 

prehended, and threatned in theſe words. And, 
As to their extraction, they were the de- 
ſcendants of E/au, who was the eldeſt fon of 
the patriarch 7/aac, and conſequently, by right 
of birth, intitled to the inheritance, and with 
it to the adminiſtration of the civil government 

in this patriarchal commonwealth, But the 
great Ruler of the world had otherwiſe deter- 
mined ; in conſequence of which, it was carly 
revealed to his mother, that he elder ſhou d ſerve 
the younger *®, And indeed this diſpoſition of 
things ſoon appeared to be the effect of divine 
wiſdom, and a tender regard to the public 
good : for Eſau proved a profane perſon ; he 
deſpiſed his birth. right, and ſold it for a mean 
and ſenſual gratification b: he devoted himſelf 
to his pleaſures, and became a cunning hunter, 
a man of the field e; which character ſeems to 
intimate that he dealt in mean and crafty po- 
litics; and, if we may explain it by that of 
Nimrod it eons that he was of an arbitrary 
and 


Gen. xxv, 3. b Heb, xii. 16. © Gen. xxv. 27. 


. WY 09 


for the Viftory at Culloden. 9 
and ſavage diſpoſition 4, Contrary to the mind 
of God, the good of his country, and the com- 
mand of his parents, he allied himſelf by mar- 
riage with the heathen firſt e, and afterwards 
with the family of mae f, which was not 
much better. | | | 

Havins loſt his birth-right by the divine 
appointment, and abdicated it as the effect of 
his own wickedneſs; he entertained ſuch a 
mortal envy and hatred to his brother, who 
was by God's providence inveſted with it, that 
he took up a cruel reſolution to aſſaſſinate him 8, 
even at his father's funeral, and actually came 
forth once with an armed force to deſtroy him 
and his family h. But Jacob had the bleſſing 
from the hands of his father, and, which was 
of higher importance, from the lips of God 
himſelf. And he that qualified him for it, and 
inveſted him with it, by a ſeries of wonderful 
providences, ſupported and maintain'd his title. 

AN p thus E/au having bewailed his loſs 
when it was too late to retrieve it, but without 
any due ſenſe of his ſin, retired to mount Sezr, 
and it is very likely was there corrupted with 
the idolatry of his neighbours. However the 
Edomites his poſterity mixed much of the hea- 
theniſm of the old inhabitants of thoſe mountains, 
with ſome of theremainsof the true religionwhich 
they brought with them. And if Epiphantus i 
is right, they paid divine honours to the images 
of deceaſed ſaints of their own country. They 


| were 
4 Gen. x. 9. © Gen. xxvi. 5, 35. 

f Gen. xxviii. 9. e Gen. xxvii. 41. Gen. xxxii. 6. 
3 Adverſ. Hæres. Lib. II. Tom. I. pag. 469. Edit. Calen. 
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were very fond of regal titles and deſpotic 
power; and inheriting the mortal hatred of the 
founder of their family to the people of T#ae!, 
they were always ready to join any of their ene- 
mies, to diſtreſs them, and watchful to improve 
- every opportunity in order to recover that pre- 
tended right, which Eſau had ſo juſtly forfeited, 

TREIR diſpoſition at the time of this pro 

phecy, was ſo far from being altered, that we 
are told in the context, that they maintain'd a 
perpetual hatred to Iſrael, or, as the word might 
be rendered, an hatred of old. The old grudge 
remained, and operated with freſh vigour on 
their minds. And thus in the words of the text, 
their malevolent temper is {till more particularly 
and emphatically expreſſed. As 7 
tbe LorD, Twill do according to thine anger, and 
according to thine envy, which thou haſt uſed out 
of thine hatred againſt them l. During their 
proſperity, they envied the glory of their princes, 
and the happineſs of the people under a wife, 
juſt, and free government. And as they were 
ready to aſſiſt any foreign power to diſtreſs them; 
ſo, when the ſtate was under any diſtreſs from 
inteſtine diviſions; they fail'd not to make their 
wicked advantage of it. Doeg was an Eqdomnrte, 
who, having infinuated himſelf into the court 
of Saul, betray'd David, and occaſion'd that 
inhuman perſecution and murder, of the prieſts 
of the Lord, which we have recorded in 
1 Sam. XX1, 


"AT 


k Gen, xxxvi. I Ezek, xxxv. 5. 
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AT this time they had put themſelves under 
the protection of Nebuchadnezar, that proud 
monarch, whoſe ambitious views were evident- 
ly to bring all the nations of the earth under his 
yoke, and to extinguiſh all the remains of li- 
berty in the world. He was now attempting: 
the ruin of the Jets, and by fair promiſes the 
Edomites were very eaſily engaged to aſſiſt him 
in his deſign. 

Tu E prophet Obad:ah repreſents them as 
exerciſing, on this occaſion, great inſolence and 
barbarity. When foreigners, ſays he, enter d 
the gates f Jacob, and caſt lots upon Jeruſalem, 
even thou waſt as one of them me he charges 
them, not only with rapine and plunder, and 
that they laid their hands on their ſubſtance in the 
Day of their calamity, but with the cruelties of 
blood n. And in the words a little before my 
text it is ſaid, that hey ſhed the blood of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, by the A of the ford o. It is 
an emphatical expreſſion, and ſeems to ſignify, 
that they were ſtrong to uſe this weapon, that 
they boaſted of it, and put it to a moſt cruel 
and unnatural aſe, even againſt their own bre- 
thren. To which 1 will add, that 920 Phe 
charges their poſterity heavily with the fame 
thing, and gives us a dreadful Inſtance of their 
inbuman. and bloody temper, when being trai- 
terouſly invited into Feru/alem by the Zelotes, a 
party of diſaffected Fews, they, Wh the help 


of theſe unnatural rebels, committed all kinds 


| 1 
m Ver. 11. r . o Ver. 5. 
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of barbarity, and maſſacred many thouſands of 
the beſt and braveſt men in that city*®, 

To compleat their infamous character, the 
prophet Ezekiel deſcribes their arrogance, in 
the words immediately following my text, in 
the moſt ſtriking terms, when he ſays, that 
they rejoiced in the dejolations of Judah, and 
multiplied their blaſphemies againſt the mountains 
of Iſrael, ſaying, They are laid deſolate, they are 

iven us to conſume ; and what was ſtill worſt of 
all, that with their mouth they boaſted againſt 
God, and multiplied their words againſt him 4, 
Tu vs tho they were not without ſufficient 
evidence of the right of the great God to the go- 
vernment of the univerſe, and of his power to 
maintain that dominion ; tho' they had been 
often, and ſeverely taught, that the ſons of 
Jacob were the people of his covenant, and pe- 
culiar care; yet the Edomites were determined, 
at all events, on this wicked and unnatural de- 
ſign, and they dared to avow it, he the Lord 
was there ; for ſo the words may be rendered, 
And thus notwithſtanding all the notices from 
reaſon, providence, and prophecy, to the con- 
trary, and, notwithſtanding their many former 
diſappointments, they united in their reſolution, 
to make a bold and deſperate puſh; and they 
publickly faid, © Theſe beo nations, and theſe 
de tuo countries, ſhall be mine. The hereditary 
« and zndefer/able right was Eſau's, and we are 
his poſterity : he had a Title by inheritance to 


e their 
De bello Jud. Lib, 4. cap. 4, 5. Edit. Hudſop. 
2 Ver. 3. 
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< their liberties, and it is deſcended to us. 
Their ſubſtance is ours, and their perſons are 
„cours alſo, We will therefore go up and tate 
« fofſeſion of them, and every thing they call 
* theirs. And tho' the Lord be there, we will 
% doit.” Moſt wicked and adventrous attempt 
indeed! . 

HowzeveR, they put it fo far in executi- 
on, that they went up, aſſerted their pretended 
right, and in defiance of all juſtice and huma- 
nity, and of God himſelf, they attack d the 
poſſeſſions, and the liberties of theſe nations 
both civil and religious; they committed great 
outrages, ſhed innocent blood, and ſpread cruel 
deſolation where ever they came. But this 
leads me, 


II. To ſhew you what was the juſt founda- 
tion of the hope of 5 and 1/rael, as well 
as of the danger of the Edomites, on this ocea- 
ſion. 5 
AND it is given us by the prophet in this 
comprehenſive word——The Lok D was there. 
Tu E infinite and eternal God was among 
them, with all his wiſdom, power, and faith- 
fulneſs, notwithſtanding he had been ſo much 
provok'd by their great iniquities, and abundant 
ingratitude for former favours. The God of 
their fathers was ſtill a wall of fire round about 
' them, and the munition of rocks was their defence. 
Notwithſtanding the great ptevalence of ſcepti- 
eiſm and infidelity on the one hand, and ſuper- 
ſition on the other, the true faith was yet to 


be 
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be found among them. 'Tho' many corruptions 


had been mixed with - the. ſacred ſervices of di- 


vine appointment, yet the temple of the Lord 

and his true worſhip. were {till at Feruſalem. 
— Viral religion was indeed much decay'd; but 

there were a few left in theſe nations who ſtood 
in the gap, who truly believed in God, and 
mourned: over the ſins of the people; who re- 
monſtrated againſt the prevailing errors and vi- 
ces of the times with their lips, and with their 

examples, and who daily interceded with hea- | 
ven for their country. God had hid himſelf, | 
tis true, from Judab and T/rael for their ſins, 
but he had not utterly forſaken them: they had 
his promiſes yet to comfort them, his prophets 
were among them, and the Lord himſelf was 
there. He had entred into the counſels of theſe 
wicked men, and was himſelf witneſs to the 
impiety and barbarity of their purpoſes. He 
ſaw that they had ſet up their vain pretenſions 
againſt the rights and liberties of his people; 
that their deſign was levell'd at all the privileges 
he had beſtowed upon them, and indeed againſt 
himſelf, and the true religion that he had 
planted among them. And therefore he was 
determined to make the heathen know that he 
was there, Which gives me occaſion, 


III. To conſider the judgments ſolemnly 
denounced againſt theſe cruel enemies of 1/- 
rael and Judab, and which were ſoon after 
executed upon them, 

+135 
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— THEREFORE, as I liue, ſaith the LoxpD Gop, 
T will even do according to thine anger, and ac- 
cording to thine envy, which thou haſt uſed out 
of thy hatred againſt them. 4 42 
You will find in the beginning of the chap- 
ter, that the prophet is commanded to ſet his 
face againſt mount Seir, and to deliver this meſ- 
fage with a ſternneſs of countenance, and in 
ſuch language, as might moſt ſuitably diſcover 
the divine reſentments againſt the cruelty and 
infolence of the Edomites, and the ſeverity of 
thoſe judgments which were about to be execu- 
ted upon them. Thus /aith the Loxp Gop, the 
great Fehovab, the God of T/rael and Judab, 
am againſt thee” : and if fo, what will all 
« thy wiſdom, or thy rage, O Teman, avail? 
the ſtrength of thy m7gbty men, or the aid 
of thy moſt powerful confederates *? Tiael 
« and Fudah have by their Sins juſtly forteited . 
e my favour, and they righteouſly fear leſt I 
{© ſhou'd deliver them up into thy cruel hands; 
cc but whatever methods I ſhall yet take to hum- 
ce ble and reform them, they are ſtill my peo- 
ple, and 1 will not only defend em from all 
<< the ruin thou haſt determined againſt them; 
but I will avenge their quarrel upon thee, and 
T will make thee moſt deſolate t, or, as it is in 
the original, lation and deſolation; one de- 
ſolating judgment ſhall quickly follow an- 
* other. The ſword ſhall devour in the field, 
and ſhall righteouſly purſue thee afterwards. 
C 2 “ill 
r Ver. 3. s Obad. ver. 9. t Ezek. xxxv. 3. 
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e T vill cut off from mount Seir him that paſſeth 
« out, and him that returneth, till thou art ut- 
* terly conſumed. I will lay thy cities waſte, 
and thou ſhalt be deſolate u. Thou haſt thirſt- 
© ed after innocent blood, and thou ſhalt have 
© blood plentifully given thee to drink. TI wit 
e prepare thee unto bloed, and blood ſhall purſue 
% thee. I will fill thy mountains and hills with 
* the ſlain; in thy valleys and thy rivers ſhall 
e they fall, that are flain with the ford w. Thy 
e deſolation ſhall be perpetual, as was thy pur- 
<« poſe towards my people; thy cities ſhall not 
return, and by my vengeance ſhall ye know 
ce that I am the LoRD x. I am not an idol, as 
* are your gods; but I hve for ever, and I hve 
< to avenge the deſolations of my people. O 
«< Edom, as J live, for I have thus ſworn it, 
e faith the Lord, and I will not repent; ac- 
* cording to the malice of thy heart, wherein 
ce thou haſt envied the bleſſings of Jacob, in 
e proportion to thy ſettled hatred of my choſen 
<< people, and the rage thou haſt expreſs'd a- 
“ gainſt them, even ſo ſhall thy judgment be. 
* Thou haſt rejoicd in a moſt unnatural man- 
e ner af all their calamities, at every difficulty 
that has attended their government at home, 
and at every ſucceſs of their enemies abroad; 
and therefore when the whole earth rejoiceth, I 
e will make thee deſölate v. Thy wiſdom and thy 
counſel ſhall periſh, and I will bring upon thee 
* the calamities of Eſau thy father; and Bozra 
« ſhall 
— Ver. 6, 7. . .f. YN a4 
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„Hall become a reproach, and a waſte, and a 
« curſe. Thy terribleneſs hath deceived thee, and 
 & the pride of thy heart, O thou that dwelleft in 
« the clefts of the rock, that holdeſt the height of 
« the hill ! Thy thou fhouldeſt make thy neſt as 
« high as the eagle, I will bring thee down from 
« thence. Edom will indeed invade the land of 
e my care, with a favage fierceneſs; he wil! 
* come up like a lion from the ſivelling of Jordan, 
*© againſt the habitation of the ſirong : but the 
ce time of his rebuke, and the great inſtrument 
« of his deſtruction, ſhall be of my own ap- 
e porntment : and I will ſuddenly he's them run 
* away from my people: and who is à choſen 
* man that I may appoint over them? and who 
* will appoint me the time *? Thou haſt dealt 
« much in deceit; but now thou haſt deceived 
« thyſelf; and the men alſo of thy confederacy have 
* decerved thee® : and for thy violence againſt 
e thy brother Jacob, ſhame ſhall cover thee, and 
« thou ſhalt be cut off for ever b. Thou haſt re- 
* /oiced over the children of Fudah, and fpoker: 
© proudly in the day of their diftre;s ; thou haſt 
* enter d into the gate of my people, and laid 
« thine hands on their ſubſtance, in the day of 
their calamity, — as thou haſt done, it ſhall be 
* done unto thee, and thy reward fhall re- 
* turn upon thine own head, — But upon mount 
Sion hall be deliverance, and there ſhall be 
e holineſs, and the houſe of Jacob ſball peſſeſs 
* their pꝗſſæſions. And the houſe of Jacob rs 

: cc Fl 
L Jer. xlix. % Obad. ver. 7. x Ver. 10. 
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e be A fire, and the houſe of Joſeph a flame, and 
e the houſe of Eſau for ftubble ; and they ſhall 
& kindle in them, and devour them, and there 
« ſhall not be any remaining of the houſe of Eſau; 
* for the LORD hath ſpoken it. 
THress dreadful judgments were thus threat- 
ned, and ſome time afterwards effectually put 
in execution. For the Edomites having put 


themſelves under the protection of Nebuchadne- | 


Zar, that great tyrant, and ſcourge of mankind, 
he gave them encouragement to invade and 
diſtreſs the eus, that he might the more eaſily 
ſubject them to his own arbitrary government, 
and make them a province of that univerſal 
empire he was ambitiouſly attempting to ſet up: 
and when they had ſerved his purpoſes, he re- 
warded them, as tyrants uſe to do ſuch baſe al- 
lies, with contempt and abuſe. And all the 
treachery and violence they exerciſed towards 
the people of God, was ſtill more fully avenged 
firſt by the hands of the great Judas Macca- 
beus d, and afterwards by the compleat victory 
obtained over them by the Fews, under the 
command of 7ohn Hyrcanus e. 

Bur having given you this ſhort account of 
the character of the Edomrtes, and the attempts 
they made on the liberties of the poſterity of 

acob, together with the gracious appearance of 
God for their deliverance, and the judgments that 
were 


© Obad. ver. 13—18. 1 2 Maccab. x. 14—17: 
Joſephi antiq. Jud. Lib. 1 2. cap. 7. Edit. Hud/on. 


© Ibid, Lib, 13, cap. 9. 
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I have judged thee. And, 
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were denounced, and afterwards righteouſly 
executed on theſe their cruel enemies; I ſhall, 


IV. EN DEA OUR to explain the awful, 
but yet encouraging declaration, reſpecting 
rael and Fudah, which we have in the cloſe of 
the text, | 
— And I will make myſelf known unto them, when 

(I.) SoME have thought that theſe words 
ſhou'd be underſtood in a way of threatning. 

Tus the Lord had declared, in ſeveral 
places in the. context, that E/au ſhou'd know 
that he was Gop, by his judgments f; and in 
ſome other paſſages of ſcripture the like phraſe 
is uſed in this ſenſe. So the prophet Jaiab 
ſpeaks, O that thou uon dt rent the heavens, 
that thor: wou'dſt come down, that the mountains 


. might flow down at thy preſence, — to make thy 


name known to thine adverſaries, that the nations 


may tremble at thy preſence S. And indeed who- 


ever conſiders the iniquities that abounded in 


the nations of Fudah and Ifrael, the fins of their 


fathers, and their ſins, will not wonder if the 
words ſhou'd be ſo underſtood here. The pro- 
phets charge them with a great proneneſs to 
idolatry, and the frequent guilt of it, with un- 
belief, and the abuſe of divine revelation, with 
corrupting the doctrines of their holy religion, 


and too general a neglect of the practice of it, 


with profaneneſs and intemperance, and with 
much 
f Ver. 4, 9, 15. E. Iſa. Ixiv. 2. 
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much ingratitude to God, and to the deliverers 
he had raiſed up for them. They give very fad 
repreſentations of the growing iniquities of all 
degrees of men among them, the luxury of their 
rulers, and their neglect of the due adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice, and that exemplary behaviour 
which ſhou'd recommend the practice of virtue 
to the people; that the ſhepherds alſo eat the fat, 
and chthed themſelves with the wool, but did not 
Nrengtben the diſeaſed, nor heal that which was 
fick, nor bind up that which was broken, nor 
bring again that which was driven away, nor 

"ſeek that which was hoſt b. And whoever there- 
fore recollects theſe things, will find it very rea- 
ſonable to conclude, that when God had judged 
their unnatural kinſmen in this dreadful man- 
ner, he ſhou'd make himpelf known among them, 
in a way of juſt ſeverity for their fins; and, as 
he ſays in the context, that as E/au ſhou'd know 
that he was the Loo, ſo he wou'd awfully con- 
vince 1/-ael and Judah of the fame thing; that 
his abſolute ſovereignty, his infinite power, and 
impartial juſtice, the ſteadineſs of his truth, and 
the purity of his nature ſhou'd be diſplayed in 
his judgments on their national iniquities, as 
well as in his vengeance on their enemies. 
Bu r, however the phraſe may be taken in 
ſome other places, and tho' theſe kingdoms 
might have great reaſon to expect ſuch a diſpen- 
fation, from the righteous reſentments of hea- 
ven, and the equal diſtribution of divine Juſtice; 
J rather think, 
(2.) THAT 


>» Ezeck. xxxiv, „ 
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(2.) T Ar the words in this place ſhou'd be 
underſtood in a way of bounty and favour; and 
that they contain a gracious promiſe of mercy; 
that God had obſerved ſome humble ſenſe of 

ſin and danger among his people, and that he 
was diſpoſed to pardon their tranſgreſſions ; and 
thus having judged their enemies, and made 
known his righteouſneſs and power in their 
uniſhment, he wou'd return to Judah and 
Tjrael, and viſit them with the manifeſtations 
of his love: that he wou' d fill their land with 
plenty, and bleſs the counſels of their princes and 
their national concerns with proſperity; that he 
wou'd make himſelf known to them by his pre- 
ſence in his ſanctuary, and a bleſſing upon his 
ordinances ; that their zudges ſhou'd be as at the 
firſt, and their counſellors as at the beginning i; 
that their prze/is ſhou'd be chathed with righ- 
teouſneſs, and the people ſhou d ſhout for joy k. 
For thus the prophet ſeems himſelf to explain 
theſe words, in the context, where, when he 
has, in the name of the Lox p, recited 
the judgments of Eſau, he adds, But ye O 
«© mountarns of Iſrael, ye ſhall foot forth your 
« br/WÞiches, and yield your fruit to my people Iſ— 
* rael——and I will multiply upon you man and 
4 beaſt, and they ſhall increaſe and bring forth 
fruit, and I will ſettle you after your old 
e eftates, and will do better unto you than at 
your beginnings, and ye ſhall know that I am : 
the Lokn. — Ye —_— profaned my holy name, 5 


© and 


Iſa. i. 26, . & Pfal. CXXX11. 9, 
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10 and defiled your land by your ways, and theres 
* fore I poured my fury upon you, — and judged 
&* you according to your doings. — But I had pity 
* for my holy name; — and tho, not for your 
* ſakes, O houſe of Iſrael, yet for the jake of my 
ce holy name, — T will ſprinkle clean water upon 
* you, and you ſhall be clean, —a new heart will 
give you, and a new ſpirit will I put within 
* you, and I will take away the ſtony heart out 
* of your fleſh, and I will give you a heart of 
&© fleſh. Then ſhall you remember your evil 
* ways, and loath yourſeves for your iniquities, 
and for your abominations. I the Lok have 
* ſpoken it, and JI will do it.“ But then it 
follows — I will yet for this be enquired of by 
* the houſe of Iſrael to V it to them l. And this 
leads me, e e en als 


V. and LasTLy, to apply theſe things to 
our own circumſtances, and the joyful occaſion 


of this day. 


AN Pp I am not without hope, that you have 
drawin the parallel already, in ſome good mea- 
fure, in your own minds; and have firſt of all 
obſerved, ware "TE 
THAT if it were poſſible for the perſon on 
whoſe account this late treaſonable and bloody 
attempt has been made on theſe nations, to 
prove his extraction from the family under 
which he claims ; yet he will find but little ad- 
vantage to his 7ndefer/ible pretenſions, either 


from 
I' Ezek. xxxvi. 1 
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from the word of God, the reaſon of mankind, 
or the laws of our country. I hope he will al- 
low the title of Eau, by birth, to be much 
more indiſputable than that which he pretends 
to. But if Eſau forfeited it by his profaneneſs, 
and ſhew'd himſelf {till more unworthy of it, by 
his arbitrary and ſavage diſpoſition, and by his 
alliance with the heathen : the Pretender to the 
imperial Crown of theſe kingdoms, if he looks 
no farther back than to the conduct of the prince 
he calls his father, I am ſure ought to own, 
that his profane abuſe of the character and 
power with which he was once inveſted, his 
wanton treatment of his own oaths, and the li- 
berties of his ſubjects, not only his marriage 
with a papiſt, but openly avowing himſelf to be 
one, and his abundant endeavours to introduce 
that worſe than heathen idolatry on his ſubjects, 
molt juſtly diveſted him of his authority, as it 
demonſtrated his utter incapacity to anſwer the 
ends of government over a proteſtant and a free 
people. Again, 55 

Es au's wicked diſpoſition was ſufficient in 
the eyes of heaven, notwithſtanding his primo- 
geniture, to unfit him for ſo great a truſt, and 
to confirm his abdication of it, before it had 
been put in his hands, But James the ſecond 
was tried with this dignity ; and cou'd he have 
been content with all the lawful honours of a 
crown, he might have enjoy'd it to his laſt mo- 
ments, and have convey'd it down to his poſte- 
rity. But the violation of his moſt ſolemn en- 
gagements, and his open attempts upon the li- 
D 2 berties 


20 A thankſgiving Sermon 
berties and religion of a brave people, to which 
they had certainly as 2nalienablè a title, as he 
cou'd poſſibly have to his crown, fully confirm'd 
the forfeiture, and juſtified the happy and glo- 
rious Revolution, by all the light we can have 
from the direction and conduct of heaven in the 
days of inſpiration, by the moſt obvious rules 
of human reaſon, by ſelf-preſervation the firſt 
principle of it, and by that fundamental con- 
tract, on which the relation between prince and 
people in this free country ſubſiſts. 

Ap ſuch have been the providential evi- 
dences of the divine approbation of this great 
affair, that an almoſt- miraculous ſeries of ſuc- 
ceſſes attended the illuſtrious prince of Orange 
in our deliverance ; that all the counſels of the 
tyrant were infatuated ; that he himſelf abdica- 
ted the throne, as the effect of a timidity ariſing, 
'tis to be hoped, from his conſciouſneſs of a 
wicked abuſe of government, as Eſau's was of 
the contempt of it; and then that the united 
voice of the Lords and Commons, with the 
_ concurring ſuffrage of the lower orders of men 
among us, committed the reins of government 
into his worthy hands, who was the bleſſed in- 
ſtrument of our ſalvation, and afterwards ſettled 
the ſucceſſion on a race of princes, who, by 
their virtuous, wiſe, and gentle uſe of power, 
have ſhewn to all the world that they were born 
to govern. And thus, for above half a century, 
has this glorious Revolution been attended with 
every kind of advantage, that cou'd make a na- 
tion happy, or was capable of teſtifying that the 

| bleſſing 
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bleſſing was transferr'd by the ſpecial hand of 
God from the Edomites of theſe laſt times, as 
well as from thoſe of old. But further, 

As Eſau dwelt in mount Seir, and not only 
join d himſelf in affinity with Iſomael m, but 
ſeems to have copied after his pattern, whoſe 
hand was againſt every man n; ſo the outlawed 
family, of which I am ſpeaking, has been train- 
ed up under the example and politics of princes, 
who have always been the avowed enemies of 
the liberties of mankind, and under the accur- 

ſed religious dictates of the court of Rome, A- 

ain, i} 85 
c Es Au of old, tis true, ſo mortally hated 
his brother Jacob, and envied him the birth- 
right which God had given him, that he pur- 
poſed, in his revenge, to murder him; but the 
Eſau of our country, not only reſolved the aſ- 
ſaſſination of our great deliverer, but more than 
once attempted it. And the barbarous deſign 
muſt have taken place, but that his life was dear 
to heaven, and guardian angels were appointed 
to defend it, as they did that of the patriarch 

facob of old o. 

As the Edomites maintain d an hereditary 
malice to Judab and T/ael; ſo they watched 
every opportunity by their emiſſaries to diſturb 
the public peace, and aſſiſted the counſels and 
attempts of their ſworn enemies from time to 
time, in order to ſubvert their happy conſtitu- 
tion. And thus the pſalmiſt expreſſes it; They 

15 0 took 

m Gen. xxvili. 9. n Gen, Xvi. 12. y 0 Chap. xxxii. 1, 2. 
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took crafty counſel with the Iſhmaelites; and 
making a tumult, they ſaid, Come, let us cut 
them off from being a nation, that the name of 
Iſrael may, be no more in remembrance o. And 
have not the Edomites of theſe laſt times always 
done the ſame thing? As the former were ſup- 
ported by Nebuchadnezzar, and joined his mea- 
ſures in order to ruin the Feuiſh nation; ſo the 
latter, it is well known, have been directed by 
the counſels of the modern Nebuchadnezzar, 
and have not been aſhamed to fight under his 
ſtandard; who, it is not improbable, will like- 
wiſe in the end, give them their righteous re- 
ward. But again, | | | 

Ir the children of Eſau of old were a pro- 
phane, a bloody, and a faithleſs generation, 
ſurely thoſe of our times have not come a whit 
behind them, in the b/a/phemies they have ut- 
tered againſt the mountains of our Britiſh Iſrael, 
and againſt the GoD whom we ſerve; in the 
moſt ſolemn oaths they have broken, the deſo- 
lations of fire and plunder which they have per- 
petrated, and the innocent blood they have 
ſhed. | | 

I NEE p not enter into a particular recital of 
the various inteſtine diviſions they have created 
among us, and the invaſions of our liberties and 
poſſeſſions they have attempted from abroad; 
nor go any farther back than the late moſt un- 
natural and wicked rebellion, to ſhew you that 
their deſigns and reſolutions have been the ſame 
with the Edomites to this day. They faid, We 


Will 
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1 purſe le, we will overtake, we will divide the 
ſpoil, we will draw our fivords, and our hands 
ſhall deſtroy them p: and as in the words of my 
text, their leader ſaid, Theſe two nations are 
mine, Iwill go up and take poſſeſion of theſe uni- 
ted kingdoms, tho the LoRD himſelf be there. — 

He ſaid, nay ſome fay he ſwore, that he wou'd 
ſeize the crown, that the great God of heaven 
has ſo evidently 0 the head of our only 
rightful ſovereign King GEORGE, or he 
wor'd periſh in the attempt. 

WEL L,— the impious and bold attempt has 
been made : but, with what triumph of joy, 
ſhou'd we relate it, our GoD was indeed here. 

The God of Tſr-ael | is our God alſo, and ever 
ſince he has planted his tabernacle among us, 
he has diſtinguiſh'd us by his ſpecial favour and 
protection, as he did Judah and Iſruel of old. 
Notwithſtanding our great and crying ſins, he 
has ſhewn himſelf to be in the midſt of us, on 
this important occaſion, and has ſaved us in the 
fight of all the heathen, and dealt with theſe our 
enemies, according to all their anger, and the 
envy which they uſed, out of their hatred againſt 

And as it was propheſied of the Edomites 
45 their confederates, the Lord has done unto 
our enemies, as unt the Midianites, as fo Siſe- - 
ra and to Jabin at the brook Kiſon, which periſh- 1 
ed at Endor; they became as dung for the earth, þ 
Their nobles were made like Oreb, and like Zeeb: 
and their princes as Leba, and as Zalmunna; 
who ſaid, Let us take to ourf! ves the —_— of 
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God in poſſeſſion they have been made ile 4 
wheel, as the flubble before the wind. Thus 
their faces have been filled with ſhame*., 
Bur the Circumſtances of our late won- 
derful deliverance, and of the defeat of theſe 
deſperate men, ſhou'd be more particularly re- 
corded on ſuch a day as this. 
Tu x ſeaſon pitch'd upon for this daring en- 


terprize, was after their emiſſaries had been for | 


many years induſtriouſly fomenting diſcord, and 
ſtirring up national jealouſies and heats among 
us; and when they had artfully perſuaded multi- 
tudes of weak men to believe, that a Pretender was 
only the engine of a miniſtry to increaſe our 
taxes, and to keep up a national force at home, 
without any juſt occaſion, When we were en- 
gaged in a war with two of the greateſt powers 
in Europe, and our troops were almoſt all 
abroad, the attempt was made, with the en- 
couragement and ſupport of the French king, 
who was aſſured of his own account in it, by 
weakening our arms in Flanders, whatever be- 
eame of the bold adventurer and his cauſe here. 

*T1s true, he landed as it were alone, but it 
was in a country where he knew there was al- 
ways a favage Banditti, ready to engage in his 
deſperate ſervice. And one cannot help looking 
back with aſtoniſhment at the ſupor which had 
| ſeized the nation at that time; fo that little un- 
caſineſs appear d among us, till they not only 
faid they wou'd take poſſeſſion, but had actually 
enter'd the capital of north Britain, and ſoon 


after 
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after defeated our forces at Preſton Pans; where, 
among others of our countrymen, that truly 
chriſtian hero, the pious and brave Gardyer 
was cruelly butcher d, and fell an early facrifice 
to Facobite and Popiſb fury. Carliſis foon fell 
into their hands, and marſhal #ade's army lay 
under ſuch difficulties, from the extremity of 
the ſeaſon, that this tumultuous rabble came 
rolling on with rapine and plunder, into the 
heart of the kingdom. | 36} 
Tu x panic with which the whole nation 
was then ſtruck is hardly to be deſcribed; and 
Heaven ſeem'd to have determined to reduce us 
to ſuch circumſtances, as ſhou'd lay all our boaſt 
of human ſtrength in the duſt, and make us 
ceaſe from every dependance on an arm of fleſh, 
Many an earneſt cry went up to the Almighty 
then, and the Lord bowed down bis ear, and 
hearkened, and heard, and our enemies ſoon felt 
the effects of it. | | 45s 
As the appointment of his Royal Highneſs 
the Duke of CUMBERLAND to the command, 
was a glorious inſtance of his Majeſty's wiſdom 
and love to his people: ſo it appears in the 
event to be directed by the ſpecial influence of 
divine providence. Struck with the terror of 
his name, this pretended prince fled back with 
his tumultuous herd of Edomztes. to the place 
from whence they came, with a precipitation 
that is ſeldom to be met with in hiſtory. 
But for a vigour in retreat the family has been 
ever famous; and none I think in theſe latter 
times have had a better title to this part of mi- 
E | litary 
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litary glory, without it be their confederates of 
France; i, . 1 we N ak 
 HavinGs driven them into Scotland, reta- 
ken the city of Carliſie, and thus reſtored the 
peace of ſouth Britain, the Duke leaves the reſt 
of the laurels for others to reap. But the diſap- 
pointment at Fallirꝶ made his preſence again 
needful, and plainly pointed out, that it was 
the pleaſure of God, that he ſhou'd be the illu- 
ſtrious inſtrument of entirely ſuppreſſing this 
wicked rebellion, and ſettling the tranquility of 
his Country. | +0 
Wu N one reflects on the fatigues his Roy- 
al Highneſs underwent, at ſuch a ſeaſon of the 
year, the reſtraint he put on his military ardor 
at Aberdeen, where the circumſtances of the ar- 
my required ſuch a delay, the inimitable man- 
ner by which he enter'd into the hearts of all the 
troops, the judgment with which he form'd 
'em, and the valour with which he led them on 
to victory, one is tempted to go into a ſtrain of 
eulogy that was not deſign'd for this place, and 
therefore I muſt reſtrain myſelf. But I am ſure 
you will allow that it becomes us: here, to ac- 
knowledge the fignal wiſdom; and goodneſs of 
God, in raiſing up ſo great a leader for our armies 
at ſuch a time as this, and that a ſecond WILLIAM 
ſhou'd be honoured with cruſhing theſe veteran 
enemies of our happy | conſtitution. with one 
glorious blow, and once more reſcuing the 
Proteſtant Religion and Britiſb Liberty from 
their rapacious hands. For notwithſtanding the 
confidence our enemies had of ſucceſs, their ad- 
vantages 
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vantages in numbers, and the ground, the de- 
ſperate nature of thei cauſe, and the hopes of 
poſſeſſing two nations the Rake for which they 


fought; yet few hiſtories give an account of a 
more compleat victory with leſs blood on the 


ſide of the conquerors, and a more dreadful, 


but righteous ſlaughter of the ene than in the 


fields of Culloden. 


Bor to the great Lord of Hoſts, the God of : 
our 1/-ael, the glory is above all moſt Juſtly 
due. And, 

(I.) Lr us ſee to it that we faithfully aſcribe 
it to him; and if we do this in a proper man- 
ner, the instruments employ'd by him, will not 
want their ſhare of honour. It is the Lord that 
furniſh'd them with wiſdom to conduct, and 


courage to execute, It is he that faught their 


hands to war, and their fingers to fight i. He 
hotds the ſcales of ſucceſs, victory is under his 
determination alone, and it is he that furns the 
m to the gate 5. 

AN p here you will give me leave to recall 
to your remembrance ſome of thoſe circum- 
ſtances in this great affair, which moſt remark- 


ably teſtify, that the hand of God in a very 


peculiar manner interpos'd in our favour. 
AND who then that reviews this daring at- 


tempt, the powers that ſupported it, and the 


wonderful ſucceſs that at firit attended it, toge- 
ther with the naked circumſtances of the king- 
dom at that time, but muſt admire the wiſdom 
that directed bis ra; 6 8 counſels, and the 
| compo- 

x pla. ae 1. $ 10. xxviii. 6. | 
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compoſure and firmneſs of his royal mind, and 
be bound to acknowledge that God mas with 
him? who that reflects on the unexpected uni- 
on of all ranks of men among us on this impor- 
tant occaſion, and that our civil and religious 
liberties were no ſooner brought into danger by 
theſe. bold invaders, but that all party intereſts 
and perſonal quarrels ſhou'd at once ſubſide, and 
be laid in ſilence; Who, I ſay, that conſiders 
theſe things but muſt own, that the hearts of 

the people were moſt evidently over-ruled by 
the hand of the Lord? When the governors ail. 
lingly offer'd themſelves among the people, to deli- 

ver us from the noiſe of the archers in the places 
e drawing water ©, when our youth ſo bravely 

preſented their lives for the defence of their 
country, and when our national credit, as well 
as the expence of the military ſervice, was 
ſupported with ſuch uncommon readineſs and 
alacrity, ſurely we muſt own that #he L:oK D 
was there, The delay of the rebels at Edin- 
burgh after their ſucceſs at Preſton Pans, when 
we were ſo unprovided to receive them, and 
their miſconduct at Chon, where the ambuſ- 
cade was artfully contrived, but moſt weakly 
executed, their negle& of diſputing the paſſage 
of the river Spey, and the terror that ſilenced al- 
moſt all their friends in theſe ſouthern parts of 
the kingdom, and eſpecially in this great me- 
tropolis, abundantly ſhew that God was with 
. us indeed, and that he laid them under a judi- 
cial infatuation, The winds that ſtopp'd 120 


Judges v. 9. 
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fut ſupplies, and afterwards threw them into 


our hands, and that ſo ſpeedily and with ſo 
much ſafety brought our army home, were 
ſurely under the divine direction, and our ene- 
mies muſt own that G o p was there. The brave 
defence of the caſtle of Edinburgh; and the pru- 
dent ſecurity of ſo important a place as Næu- 
caſile, with its numerous colliers, and naval 
ſtrength, which had it fallen into their hands, 
muſt have furniſh'd our enemies with othef great 
advantages, beſides the opportunity of locking up 
the fuel of this great city, were no doubt the 
effects of the ſame direction: as was alſo the op- 
portune arrival of the Heſſian forces, and their de- 
fence of the paſſage to the lowlands, fo as to make 
a battle neceſſary, in the country where it was. 
In a word, that theſe mountain ruffians, with 
all their boaſt of the invincible power of their 
ſwords and other weapons, ſhou'd be thus to- 
tally and ſhamefully routed in their own hills, 
and as they delighted in blood, that it ſhou'd be 
given them ſo plentsfully to drink, evidently 
hes that the great G o p had taken our cauſe 

into his own hands. The bravery and conduct 
of the Illuſtrious Vouth that commanded our 


army, and which was worthy the greateſt cap- 
tains of this, or any age, he will acknowledge 
to be from the Loxp of hoſts, as well as the va- 
lour and firmneſs of the troops under his com- 
mand. Gop was with us; and in theſe degenerate 
times pour d out a ſpirit of prayer on his people, 
and as in the caſe of 1/ael of old he bowed his 
beavens, he heard and anſwer'd us in mercy ; he 

gave 
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gave us ſalvation and dealt with our enemies, 
en . to their anger, and according to their 
envy, that in their hatred they uſed againſt us. 
They were taken in the net they laid for us, and 
the coward their leader, ah having beheld, 
from the rear of his army, that inundation of 
Vengeance that was coming down upon them, 
left em to the ſlaughter, and wander'd like a 
vagabond thro' the deſerts, in order to find a 
hiding place for his head, among the rocks 125 
mountains of that country. 

Wu we reflect on theſe things, and con- 
ſider what our national crimes have deſerved, 
and what might have been expected as the righ- 
teous conſequence of the infidelity and pro- 
phaneneſs that abound among us, the public 
violation of all the commandments of Gad, and 
the good laws of our country, the contempt of 
the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt by the ge- 
nerality, and the great departure of many who 
have profeſs'd it, from its fundamental princi- 
ples, and practical godlineſs; I ſay, when we 
conſider theſe things, and how we have thus 
ungratefully abuſed the deliverances of former 
times, we ſhou'd lie down in the duſt before the 
divine footſtool, and offer up the moſt humble 
and affectionate thankſgivings for this great fal- 
vation. | 

Axpo this will ſtill appear more reaſonable, 
if we conſider a little the dreadful conſequences, 
which muſt have followed had our enemies ſuc- 
ceeded. The loſs of that battle wou'd have 
been very probably attended, an for ſome 


time, 
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time, with all the dreadful calamities of an in- 
teſtine war. And if the ſucceſſes of theſe re- 
bels bad been compleat, what muſt have fol- 
lowed, but all the inſatiable revenge that the 
perſuaſion of an zndefeafible title cou'd inſpire, 
improv'd by the arbitrary maxims of French po- 
litics, the cruelties of popery, and the rage of 
a diſappointment for ſixty years? The beſt 
Prince in the world, the tender father of his 
people, whoſe hereditary courage never knew 
what it was to fly, muſt have been an earl 

facrifice to the bloody fury of popiſh ruffians ; 
and the moſt amiable family, the family of 
the greateſt hopes in Europe, muſt have fal- 
len a prey into the deteſtable hands of theſe 
mercileſs traitors. We and our poſterity muſt 
have worn a yoke, the weight of which muſt 
have equall'd all the brave actions of our 
fathers in defence of our religion and liber- 
ties, and all our own attempts to preſerve 
them. We muſt have been ſlaves to Rome, to 
France, and to the baſe and even the dege- 
nerate pretenders to a ſucceſſion of tyrants, 
who wou'd have torn our laws in pieces, 
ſubverted our happy conſtitution, wreſted our 
bibles out of our hands, and fill'd our temples 
with the. moſt wicked of all prieſts, and the 
moſt abominable of all idols. Ten thouſand 
miſeries muſt have been our lot, and that of 
our poſterity, which the narrow limits of my time 
will not permit me to mention. But our God 
has ſaved us. In ſudah is theLorD known, his name 
is great in Iſrael, In Salem alſo is his tabernacle 


ſtill, 


* 
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ſill, and his dwelling place is yet continued in 
mount Zion. There brake he the arrows of the 

w, the ſbiell and the fivord, and the battle. 
Ta art more glorious and excellent than the 
mountains of prey. The flout hearted are jpotled, 
they have flept their fleep, and none of the men of 
might have found their hands u. But, : 

(a.) Ir the remaining friends and abettors of this 
moſt unnatural rebellion were capable of enter- 
ing into any reaſonable reflection, one wou d 
entreat them to calmly aſk their own conſCi- 
ences, what has been done that cou'd poſſibly 
provoke them to ſuch a wickedneſs as this? 
Can there be a more juſt and gentle admini- 
ſtration in the whole world, than that which 
they live under? Do not our bittereſt enemies 
abroad think their properties ſafer here, than in 
their own hands? is there any thing that even 
a Papiſt can deſire, that he doth not enjoy in 
this land of liberty to better advantage, than he 
cou'd under a prince of his own communion z 
unleſs it be the opportunity of impoſing the ab- 
ſurdities of that religion, and the exerciſing its 
other cruelties on his fellow creatures? 

Ix the deciſion of heaven in the field has 
had no proper effect on the hearts of theſe 
men, yet they muſt be abandoned indeed, if 
they are not melted down by the mercy of a 
Prince, who, after the moſt daring provoca- 
tions, has ſhewn-himſelf to be as much a ſtranger 
to rigorous ſeverity, as he is to fear. Let them 
call to mind the brutal and infatiable —_ 

— O 
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of James the ſecond, on thoſe in the Veſt, who 
but feebly attempted to reſcue the expiring, li- 
berties of their country; and then let them aſk 
their own hearts whether they have any thing 
to complain of from the hands of public juftice, 
on this occaſion... In one word, let them be 
| perſuaded, if it be 2 to conſider, that tho 
they may eſcape the puniſhment they have fo 
juſtly deferved in this world, yet there is a 
higher bar where they muſt ſhortly appear: 
And if the murther of a fingle perſon, or the 
plunder of a family, will, without deep repent- 
ance, meet with a dreadful ſentenee there; what 
muſt they expect, who can reſt without remorſe 
under the guilt of attempting to blow up the 
happieſt conſtitution in the earth; with tword 
and fire to attack the lives, and ſeize the liber- 
ties of a great nation; and not only to ruin 
thoſe who are no living, but millions that are 
yet unborn; and all this without the leaſt pro- 
vocation. But, EY 
(.) and LAS TL, To our thankful acknow- 
ledgments to Almighty God on this occaſion, 
let us ſee to it that, in our ſeveral ſtations, we 
add our diligent endeavours to make the beſt 
improvement of our deliverance: let us do it by 
maintaining an irreconcileable war with our 
ſins, and conſtantly labouring by our prayers, 
and by our influence and example, after na- 
tional reformation ; by a chearful and thankful 
uſe of thoſe civil liberties which Providence has 
ſo often, and ſo miraculouſly preſerved ; by the 
warmeſt love and loyalty to the beſt of ra 5 
F 1 and 
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and to his dear deſcendants, thoſe invaluable 
pledges of the happineſs of our poſterity, of li- 
berty, and the proteſtant cauſe in Europe; and 
by a more ſerious cultivation of our religious 
privileges, and a more ſteady regard to the facred 
principles of chriſtianity, as well as to the pra- 
ctice it requires. 

LE r us rejoice with the warmeſt gratitude; 
but let it alſo be with trembling, leſt, for our 
ſins, the peſtilential diſeaſe, which again rages 
among our cattle, ſhou'd have its commiſſion 
to reach our perſons, and that the common 
enemy of the -peace of Europe ſhou'd be per- 
mitted to ſpread the deſolation, in which he 
delights. Let us, to conclude, humbly wait 
at God's feet, and continue to ſeek His aid 
and protection, in a fruitful uſe of all the 
bleſſings we enjoy: and then we may have 
ground to hope for the increaſe and continuation 
of them, and that our enemies abroad, as well 
as at home, will be found liars unto us, and 


that we : ſoall yet tread upon their high places. 
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